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Mavan, 


Fall Affairs for the compa 
©, fog XY jy tk are fo 1 
ligent and ſollicitous, there 
ie rione of that abſolute neceſſity, and 
ioh importance, as the Preparation 
for Death , and Judgment, and 

the inimediate Conſequences of- then 

Heaven aid | Hell, to ;obtatn 
one, and eſcape the other. This 
requires the whole Man in bis beſt vi- 
Hh? and ſhould be the Work of the 
ly, but tis uſually delayed till the 
thelancholy Evening of Age, or the twi- 
light of Death, The Triftes of of this 
eorla divert them! from that main bu- 
ſoeſs to which all other thivigs ſhould 
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The Epiſtle 


be ſubordinate. It equally deſerves 
Wonder and ( ompaſSion, that Death 
which is ſo conſtantly in Mens view, 

d be ſo ſeldom the matter of ther 
peratolh Lows all are of Fl ſame 
Glaſs, made of the ſame frail natural 
Principles; and no Argument is more fre- 
quently &* pathetically urged upon them. 
- *Tisnet ſtrange that deep Truths, 
that by the ſtrength and exerciſe of the 
mind are drawn like Gold out of the 
Mines, have no efficacy upon thoſe 
that are not bod. of tte 
ing them : but the Doftrines of Dearth 
and Judgment, Heaven and 
Hell, are plan Truths, by Nas 
Natural, Moral, and Divine Evidence 
knownto all ; yet no more affefþ Men, 
than a Paradox of incredible Novelty. 
If the Doftrme of Eternal Judg; 
ment were but a probable Opinion, 
controverted with equal Arguments, 
yet *tis a matter of ſuch vaſt concern: 
ment, that Reaſon requires all our poſ- 
fible 
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feble diligence to avoid an eternal evil 
that may be, the loſs of ( eleſtial Glory, 
and the Torments of Hell : But ſince 
tis an infallible Truth, as certain as 
the Word of God, 'tis a Miracle to 
oniſh Heaven and Earth, that Men 
live as careleſly as if they ſhould never 
die, and die as ſecurely as if they 
not live in the next ſtate, to re- 
ceive the juſt puniſhment of their Sins. 
They are Fi ary tor is far 
off in their thoughts : and when Age 
has ſnowed upon their heads, that no 
Marks of decaying Nature fhould ap- 
pear, make their own Winter to flouriſh 
with qnothers Spring. Gut 'tis im 
vain, for Death knows them under 
their diſguiſe, and will not ſtay beyond 
the appointed time. . And in that dect- 
five bour, Infidelity or Preſumption 
hardens Men to paſs as quietly and 
| boldly m appearance int another world, 
as unfeigned Faith,and a regular lively 
»Fhpe in the Promiſes of the Goſpel. 


But 
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But as deceitful Phyſick ſtops the Fig 
for the preſent, that will return mare 
violently and fatally afterwards + Sg 4 
counterfeit ſort Peace tranſ nut s oy 
to everlaſhing Sorrows, 

The deſign of the following D 1 $- 
COURSE is to awaken Men, that 
they ma 9 be wiſe and conſider their [at- 
tex end ; to ſecure an intereſt, #8 our 
Redeemer, who bas diſaxmed Death of 
its Sting, and mage that Enemy. our 
Friend : . an to prattiſe dying every 
day, by withdrawing their hearts from 
the vanities of this tranſient World, 
that have ſuch a pernicious influence ta 
excite the carnal Appetites, and ſtupify 
the Conſcience, - which are the true 
cauſes of theix, ſm and Miſery. yer 
what can be more powerful ta render 
we ate-gnd; fober..in the uſe of 
preſent thugs, Vigulant and: ſerians in 
their. preparations for. thein- great and 


foral Change, than the" rementhranca * 
that Death « is munebatcly attended, 


with 
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nr, and Judgmene 
wah Ble s'or Miſery i ever, 
- know this Argument is wry ly dif- 

aſe, bat the u»ſefulne $ ſhould re- 
PRs it ta ous-*moſt ſolemn and come 
pofed thoughts, before all the vain en- 
tertainments of the Fancy and ſenſual 
Aﬀfettions. ' 4s Herbs of Medicinal 


virtue, that are = pleaſme to the lou 

or [mell, -, ore] b the Skilful 
PT B+ + frond ; and preferr'd 
before the faireſt Flows that are per- 
fum'd and pamted by Nature, fo as 
to excel the richeſs luſtre of Solo- 


 mon's Gloyy. 


The Body is in' & contmuat Con- 
ſumption, and ns Art canlong preſerve 
#2: but whilſt the wheens, Man 1s 
irrecoverably declining and waſting, if 
_ Inward Man be aſcending: and 
wins: to- perfeftion, the advandave 
i groes-Magl rs 0 how conſerrae 
is i864 bely Believer in. the partm 
botir to commit his Spiris into #he - 


' The Epilic 


of his Heavenly Father ! ( for thus be 
is authorized and: encouraged by our 
Saviour's Example) and lay down 
the Fleſh to reſt in Hope: for 
(briſt is the Guardan of 'the Grave, 
has the Keys of \ Death, and: will 
revive the Bodies of his Saints incor- 
ruptible and immartal, the Copies of his 
own glorious Body. - | ah 
The immediate Recompences of Eter- 
nal Judgment, - Fleaven and Hell, are 
worthy of our moſt attentive and appli- 
cative Thoughts, that . we obtain the 
owe, 4nd eſcape the other. Heaven « 
the true Happineſs of the reaſonable 
Creature, and i« thi fuſt and laſt m 
the order of things deſweable ; the furſt 
for its attraive Excellence, the laſt 
in its conſummate | Fruition. . This 
may be certainly and. perpetually enjoy- 
ed by all wha fſoucerely and diligently 
ſeek it. If inthe 'very different States 
of Life byre, there were any uncapable 
of Eternal Life, or that have another 
| 0bjett 


? 


4 
L—— 


= Degicatory: 


Object for their Laſt End, there might be 
ome reaſon why they ſhould be coldly af- 


fefied towards Celeſtial Happineſs, and 


to juſtify their ſole preteritions to the 
Things of Time, wherein their Intereſts 
are confin'd : but the offer of. Heaven 
regards all that upon God's Terms will 
accept of it.-* The moſt ſenſible ine- 
quality, that Riches, Dignity, or any 
temporal Accident makes between Men 
here, is ſo true a Nothing in compari- 


fon Eternal Glory, that it makes no 


difference of one from anether as to the 
bbtahimg it." © For this Reaſon it maſt 
nearly concerns every Pk Firſt to 
feek the Kingdom of Heaven,and 
the Righteouſneſs thereof, as the 
only way to aſcend to it. 

'- The ſerious conſideration of the ever- 
laſting Fell = wn unreformed 
Simners, is moſt neceſſary 'and uſeful, 


tho carnal Men are extreamly averſe 
from thinking on that terrible Objeft. 


For this is the firſt Motive that turns. 
Men 


The Epi 


a Sin to Holineſs. © "The Joys 
f eaven bein Spiritizal and Divine, 

ave no attraBliv influence upon the 
carnal Aﬀetions, Would never con« 
vert and reform any ; but the Torment 
of Fire being moſt evidert and Vehe- 
ment to Senſe, 1s ſirengly repreſented 
by the Imagination, and moves the' Af- 
feftions. Fob many by ſolemn and 
believing Thoughts of t wnquentha: 
ble Fire, have felt the Miracle upon 
the three Children in the Furnace, re- 
newed in themſelves, their ſtrong ors, 
the obſtinate Habits of Sin burnt aſun- 
der, and oy Powers jr 'd Ben 
reedom of Duty, - the bleſſed Liberty 
1 os hh this reſpeft he 
ear of the Lord is the beginaing 
of Wiſdom, that direfts . us in. the 
Wayto Bleſſedheſs. oi 
. Madam, 1 ſhall tot attempt the 
celebrating your Ladiſhip's Vertwes,that 
render you a bright. Ornament of. your 
Sex,- and more truly Etonourable than 
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your. Noble Deſcent and Alliance \ but 
dire my beſt Deſires to God, that 
your Family may be a fingular and e» 
minent Example of the Divine Favour ; 
that the fading Gloſs of this World may 
not deceive you, but your Heart way 
be above, where your Treaſute is; 
that you may live to God and your Sod, 
for Heaven and Eternity. Tam, 


Madam, 
' Your Henour's very humble 
and faithful Servant, 


WilLaian BarTEs: 


a 
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THE Four Laſt Things, 
XL mew, Heavenand Heb, are Subjects 

t great- Importance, {o nearly concerns 
all Porſors, that ferious Diſcourſes publiſh'd aps 
on them, deſerve the Reader's beſt Attenti 
and Application. Ard that they may be' 
mcccedlifer and gracred Beneke, it will be 


Means, that (according to the Exar 


Proper 
ples of ſome pious Perſons) Books | 
ry Frm wonctuce BE benadlapyar | | 
NERALS, AS & FUNERaLl-LaGacY: 
ing to the obſervation of the wiſe 
Preacher, The Living lay to Heart their owni 
Frailty, and are more receptive of Holy Coun- 
fels to prepare for their great” e from 
Time to Eternity, aud would affe& their Mindy 
with the preſent Inſtance of Mortality, muck 
better than ' Wine, Sweatmeats, Gloves of 
Rings, or unprofitable Talk, as is too ufual at 
ſuch Solemnities. 


Allſefious praQicat Books are proper for this 
which may be of any Price or Bigneſs : 
And if Bound in Black, with a C of Mor- 
eality, will be very decent: And ſome Memo- 
rables of the Life of the Deceaſed (if —_— 
may be printed on a Leaf, or more, and bonr 
with it. Several Books ſo bound, may be feen 
at the Three Pigeons againſt the Royal Ex- 


change in Cornhsl. 
B. 4. 
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HEB. 2: 15. 


And deliver them, who through fear of 
Death were all their Life-time [ub- 
jeft to Bondage. 


2 


FEA@@27 N the firſt Chapter of this 
exo Epiſtle, the Proofs of the 
We Eccrnal Deity of Chriſt 
—=3& are produced with that 
& evidence of Seripture- 
Light, that only a wazled 
Heart, obſtinate Infidelity can reſiſt. * 
The Medium which the inſpired Pen- 
man makes uſe of, is, the comparing 
B hun 
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Of Deartn. 


Ver. 4, 5+ 


Ver. 6. 


him with the Angels, the moſt noble 
Flower of the Creation, and ſhewing 
that he is infinitely dignified above 
them. T his: he does by a- ſtrong con- 
nexicn of Arguments: Firſt, By his 
Title that is divinely high and peculiar 
to himſelf, He is declared by the Te- 
ſtimony of the eternal Father to be his 
Son, in the moſt proper and ſublime 
{nſe: begotten of him, and therefore 
having the ſame eſſential PerfeCtions of 
the Godhead in their uncreated Glory. 
But the Angels are not dignified with 
this Name in any Places of Scripture, 
where the Exceltency of the Angels is 
in the fulleſt Terms expreſſed. And 
that this Name is taken from his Na- 
ture, is clearly proved :- becauſe Ado- 
ration 1s due to him.upon this account, 
even from the Angels of the higheſt 
Order. Whew he bringeth in the firſt- 
begotten into the World, ne And 
let all the A»zels of God worſhip him. 
Divige Worſhip is a Prerogative in- 
ſeparably annex'd to the Deity, both 
upon the account of the ſupream Ex- 
cellencies of the Nature ot God, and 
I1s Relation to Angels and Men as Cre- 
ator and Preſerver, the Fountain of 
their Being and Happineſs, This with- 
Cut 


Of DEarTH. 


out the- moſt open defiance of his Aus 
thoriry, cannot be given to a meer 


Creature ;. and by the Command of Deu:. 5. 13, 
God himſelf is to be. performed as a © '%2* 


Reſpett due to the filial Godhead. The 
Argument proceeds from the Name to 
the Offices. Of the Angels he ſaith, 
Who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his 
Miniſters a flame of Fire. They are 
the -prime Inſtruments of his Provi- 
dence, moſt zealous and active to ac- 
compliſh his Pleaſure. But the Son 
i God, not by Analogy and Deputatipn 
as Princes are, nor with a limitation 
and diminution, as Moſes was made 4 
God to Pharaoh, but abſolutely and re- 
ally as {ubſiſting in the Divine Nature: 
And conſequently he is the Supreme 


King, and to him the Enligns of Ma- - 


jeſty divinely Royal are aſcribed : But 
unto the Son he ſaith, Thy Throne, O 
God, us for ever andever;, 4 Scepter of 
Righteouſneſs i the Scepter of thy Kjng- 
dom : Whereas the Scepters of Earthly 
Kings are often unrighteouſly manag'd, 
and their Thrones ruinoully fall. There 
is a further Confirmation from his 
Works, that are divinely great and glo- 
r10us, wherein no Creature has any 


2 the 


ſhare of Efficiency. The making of 
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Ver. 10. 


Ver. 13. 


Ver. 14+ 


the World is aſcribed to him. Thos, 
Lord, inthe beginning haſt laid the Foun- 
dation of the Earth, and the Heavens are 
the Works of thy Hands. 

The Divine Attributes, the peculiar 
CharaQter of the Deity belong to him : 
Eternity and Immutability, The moſt 
{olid parts of the viſible Creation ſhall 
periſh and be changed: but thouremaineſt, 
and art the ſame. His Life js an intire, 
uniform, unchangeable PerfeQtion. His 
Glory and Felicity are in the ſame in- 
variable Tenor for ever poſleſs'd by 
him. Laſtly, the Son fits in that qua- 
lity at the right Hand of the Father, in 
the Society of Empire, as equal to him 
in Power and Honour, commanding all 


1n the viſible and inviſible World, moſt 


ealily and irreſiſtibly, tho gradually, 
ſubduing his Enemies to a conſummate 
Victory. But the Angels, ſo nume- 
rous and powerful, are miniſtring Spi- 
r7its, employed for the defence and be- 
nefit of the Church, 

* From this ſummary account we may 
underſtand how. firmly the Divinity of 
Chriſt is eſtabliſh'd in the Scripture. 
For thoſe Paſſages of the Prophets, that 
ſpeak of the God of Tſrael as Creator, 
and the ſole ObjeQt ot Adoration, in 

1- 
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dire&ly referr'd to Jeſus Chriſt. And 


the Name Tehovah, the Majeſty of Pal. 97+ 9. 


which conſiſts in its being incommuni- 
cable, is attributed to him. This is the 
Foundation upon which the whole Fa- 
brick of the Goſpel is built. The Of- 
fice of Mediator in the Prophetical, 
Prieſtly, and Regal Adminiſtration is 
neceſſarily join'd with the Divinity of 
his Perſon. And the revelation of it 
from Heaven, 1s as clear as the Sun is 
viſible in the= Firmament. All the 
Difficulties in our conceiving this great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, are but like the 
Shadows that attend the Light. And 
all the heretical Subtilties to pervert the 
Senſe of ſuch plain and poſitive Texts, 
are as impertinent as IMPIOus, 

This being eſtabli{h'd, the Apoſtle 
proceeds to give an account of the Son 
of God's aſſuming the Humane Na- 
ture, and ſubmitting to Sufferings and 
Death. This is a Davine Secret fo mi- 
raculouſly ſtrange,that the Contrivance 
was without the Compaſs of the An- 
gelical Minds, and the diſcovery of it 
1s only by ſupernatural Revelation ; 
but when revealed, che account of it is 
ſo open and conſentaneous to Reafon, 
as being the moſt congruous Means for 
B 3 th2 
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Of DEATH: 


Chap. 2.11. 


the illuſtration of God's Glory in the 
ſaving loſt Men, that the humane 
Mind, if not deeply corrupted with 
the tinCture of Prezadice, muſt conſent 
tO it as worthy of all Acceptation. 

The ſubſtance of his reaſoning is 
this, That it was the product of the 
moſt wiſe, merciful, and righteous 
Counſel of God, that the Saviour of 
Men ſhould have Communion with 
them in their Nature, that he might 
have a Right to redeem them by his Al. 
lance and Propinquity : for he that 
ſanitifies, and they that are ſ[anttified, 
are all one : and that he might undergo 
Sufferings, even to death, tor the price 
of their Redemption, and the remedy 
of their Infirmities : Foraſmuch as the 
Children are partakers of Fleſh and Blood, 
he alſo likewiſe took part of the ſame, that 
through Death he might deſiroy him that 
had the Power of Death, that is the De- 
vil : And deliver them who through fear 
of Death, were all their Lives ſubjett to 
Bondage. 

The Devil is ſaid to have the Power of 
Death. 

r. Becauſe he induces Men to com- 
mit” Sin, that meritoriouſly renders 
rtem liable ro Death, He rempted the 
firſt 


0f Ds ar. 


firſt Man cum effettu, and was a Murder- 
er from the beginning. . 
2, In that he inſpires them with fu- 
rious Thoughts, and inflames their Paſ< 
fions, from whence-proceed Strifes and 
Wars, that efficiently cauſe Death. He 
is ſupream in all the Arts of Miſchief, 
and always intent upon Evil, *Tis by 
his Inſtigation that Men become like 
raging Beaſts, animated and bent on 
mutual Slaughter. | 
3. Becauſe he is many times the Ex- 
ecutioner of God's Wrath, and inflias 
Death upon rebellious and incorrigible 
Sinners. *Tis recorded by the Plalmiſt, 
That God ca# upon the Egyptians the *'. 78+ 45. 
fierceneſs of his Anger, Wrath, Indigna- 
tion, and Tronble;, by ſending evil An- 
gels : Thoſe Princes of the Air, the In- 
{truments of the Thunder and fiery 
Storm of Hail that deſtroyed them. 
4. Becauſe he makes Death more 
formidable to Sinners, by heightning 
their guilecy Fears of God's Tribunal, 
The falſe Spirit tempts. Men to ſin by 
many Blandiſhments, but afterward he 
1s a ſevere Accuſer of thearto God, and 
to themlelycs. 
Laitly, This Title may, ſignify hs 
tormenting S:aners with: uarelentinZ 
B 4 Cru- 
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Cruelty in Hell, which is the ſecond 
Death. 

Now theſe Evils being the penal 
Conſequence of Sin, our Saviour by 
his Death appeas'd the injur'd Juſtice 
of God, and thereby deſtroyed the cru- 
el Tyranny of the Devil. As the Lamb 
of God, in the notion of a Sacrifice, he 
overcomes our ſpiritual Enemies. Sin, 
Satan and Death, lie vanquiſh'd at the 
foot of his Croſs. Beſides, our Savi- 
our having felt ſuch Sorrows and Infir- 
mities as are uſual to his People, by 
that correſpondence and reſemblance 
between them, is compaſſionately in- 
clin'd to relieve them. 


I ſhall now inſiſt upon the bleſſed 
Priviledg of Believers ſet down in the 
Text, viz. 

That Jeſus Chriſt by his Death frees 
his People from the ſervile tormenting 
fear of Death. | 


In proſecuting the Point, I ſhall, 
1. Conſider the Account the Scripture 
eres of Death's entrance into the 
World. 2. Shew what the fear of 
Death includes, and the Bondage con- 
lequent to it. 3. How the Death of 
Chriſt 


Of DeaTH. 


Chriſt frees' us from the thraldom of 
that Fear. 4. Who are partakers of 
this bleſſed Priviledg. 


And then apply it. 


I. The Scripture gives an account of 
Death's entrance into the World, in a 
threefold Reſpect. 

1. Asthe Deſert of Sin, 2. As the 
EffeCt of the divine Decree. 3. As the 
Sentence of the Law. 

1. As the Deſert of Sin. The firſt 
Deſign of the Creator was his own 
Glory in conjun&tion with the Happi- 
neſs of Man. He was made accord- 
ingly holy in PerfeCtion, placed in Pa- 
radiſe, and his State contained all the 
Ingredients of Felicity proper to his 
Nature. He was capable of dying, as 
fad Experience proves, yet no Accident 
from without, no Diſtemper from 
within had impair'd his Vigour, and 
made him aQtually ſubjeQt ro Death 
without Sin, Whilſt innocent he was 
immortal, not from everlaſting Princi- 
ples of Nature, but by Divine Preſer- 
vation, of which the Tree of Life was 
the ordained Means and fſacramental 
Pledg. Far Ged ugchangeably loves his 


Own 
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Rom. 5s. 12, 


own Image: and though by his Sove« 
reignty and abſolute Power he may re- 
ſume the Being he gives, yet his Good- 
neſs and Covenant were a ſacred aſſu- 
rance that Mans happy Life ſhould run 
parallel with his perſeverance in his 
Duty. This Immortality was not the 
ſingular Priviledg of 44aw's Perſon, but 
had been the Inheritance of . all his 
Progeny. But he ſoon revolting from 
his juſt Obedience, of Immortal be- 
came Mortal, and according tothe ori- 
ginal Eſtabliſhment of Propagation, 
tranſmitted his Nature with the guilt 
and poiſon of Sin to all his Poſterity. 
Thus by one Man Sin entred into the 
World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 
paſſed upon all Men, for that all have fin- 
ned. As his Obedience had been re- 
warded, ſo his Rebellion is puniſh'd in 
all that naturally deſcend from him. 
From hence it is, that ſo numerous a 
part of Mankind are cut oft before the 
commiſiton of aCtual Sin. Death en- 
ters into the Forge of Life, and de- 
ſtroys the Conception that newly began 
to live. And what 1s rffore righteous 


than that Man when he dfſobeyed the 
Author of Life, ſhould:;f&feit his Life 
and Bleſſednels. 


The Swl voluntarily 
loſt 


—— 


——— 


Of DBAarTH. (1 


—— 


loſt the ſpiritual Life by forſaking God, Anima. votens 
therefore unwillingly loſes the natural R kn—_—_ 
Life by expulſion from the Body. The perdar & vivi- 
Apoſtle ſays, the Wages of Sin is Death, _ 

not only that of the Body, but the Death 39m 5: 23: 
of the Soul, which is a dreadful Con- 

comitant of it. And from hence we 

may diſcover the falſe Philoſophy of 

the wiſeſt Heathens in their Opinion of 

Death. They judged it tobe the pri- Mac lege intra- 
mary neceſſity and condition of Na- nmngy = wg 
ture, fix'd by irreſiſtible Fate : and not * 
underſtanding the true and juſt reaſon 
of its coming into the World, they 
could not apply a ſufficient Remedy 
againſt its Evil. 

2. As the EffeQt of the divine Decree 
reſpeCting Sin. This is diſcovered by 
Revelation in the Word of God, and 
by the real execution of it. It is ap- 
pointed to Men once todic. "This Decree 
1s univerſal and unrepealable, Ore Ge- 
neration paſſeth away, and another Gene- Fcclel. i. 4. 
ration cometh : like the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the Sea in its ſtated Periods. No- 
thing can interrupt or fruſtrate this Ap- 
pointment, There are divers Condi- 
tions of Men, and various ways of li- 
ving 1n the World ; ſome are high in 
Dignity, others are level with the 

i:arth : 
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Earth ; ſome: walk in a Carpet-way 
ſmooth and eaſy, others in a thorny 
and troubleſom : ſome walk on the gol- 
den Sands, others on the Mare : but 
the ſame uncontroulable neceſſity of 
dying involves all. And whatever the 
way be, whether pleaſant or doleful, 
yet every one paſſes in it with equal 
Steps, meaſured by the ſame invariable 
ſpaces of Hours and Days, and arrive 
at the ſame common End of Life. 
Thoſe who are regarded as viſible Dei- 
ties amongſt Men, that can by their 
Breath raiſe the Low, and depreſs the 
Lofty, that have the Lives of Millions 
in their Power ; yet when the ordained 
Time is come, as they cannot bribe 
the accuſing Conſcience for a minute's 
Silence, ſo neither delay Death. I 
have ſaid ye are Gods, but ye ſhall die 
like Men. 

3. Death 15 to be conſidered as the 
Sentence of the Law. The reaſonable 
Creature was made under a Law the 
Rule of his Altions. The moral Law 
directed him how to continue in his ho- 
ly and bleſſed State: To which was an- 
nex'd the Precept of not cating of the 
Tree of Knowledg of Good and Evil, 
only as a mark of his SubjeCtion, _ 
or 


, 
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for the trial of his Obedience. This 
Precept had an infallible Santion by 
the moſt high Law-giver: In the day 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die the 
Death. Man did not keep this Com- 
mand of ſocaſy Obſervation, and juſtly 
incurr'd its doom. As Sin is the viola- 
tion of the Law, ſo Death is the viola- 
tion of the Sinner in his Nature and 
Felicity retorted from the Law. 

The Deaths of Men are very diffe- 
rent in their kinds; and are compriſed 
in the words of David concerning Saul ; 
The Lord (hall ſmite him, or his Day 
ſhall come to die, or he ſhall deſcend into 
the Battel, and periſh. Sometimes they 
are cut off by the immediate flaming 
Hand of God, for the more exemplary 
revenge of Sin ; ſometimes by ſurpri- 
ſing Accidents; ſomerimes by bloody 
Contentions ; ſometimes by conſuming 
Diſeaſes. Bur though Death be not 
uniform, yet 'tis always the execution 
of the Law upon Offenders. As of 
thoſe who are condemned by humane 
Juſtice, ſome ſufter a more caly and ho- 
nourable Death, others a more dil- 
graceful and torturing ; ſome are be- 
headed, others are crucihed, yet all die 
as Malefattors. Thus tome die a wa 
FUrd 
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tural Death, others a violent; ſome by 
a gentle preparing Sickneſs without re- 
luctation, others die upon the Rack-by 
ſharp Pains: ſome die attended with 
their Friends, and all Supplies to-ſweet- 
en their Paſſage, others forſaken 'of all 
Comforters : yet Death is the ſame 
Sentence of the Law upon all Men. 
And this, if duly conſidered, makes it 
terrible in whatever ſhape it appears. 


IT. The next Thing to be confidered 
is, What the fear of Death includes, 
« andthe Bondagethat is;conſequent to it. 
This I ſhall explain and amplify, by 
conſidering four Things. 77 

I. The nature of Fear in general, as 
applicable to the preſent SubjeR. 

2. The particular Cauſes that render 
Death lo tearful. 

3- The degree of this Fear expreſs'd 
by Bondage, 

4. How it comes to paſs that Men 
are not always under the aQtual fear of 
Death, but ſubject to the Revolutions 
of it all their Lives. 

1, I will conſider the nature of Fear 
in general, as applicable to the preſent 
Subject. 


Fear 
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Fear isa Paſſion implanted in-Nature, 
that - cauſes a flight from an approach- 
ing Evil. Three things are requiſite 
RY the Object, and make it fear- 
fu 


(1.) The Evil muſt be apprehended. 
Knowledg, or at leaſt Suſpicion, ex- 
cites Fear, by repreſenting an Evil that 
is likely to ſeize upon us. Till the 
Mind diſcern the Danger, the Paſſions 
are unmoved! and imaginary Evils by 
the mere — are as ſtrongly 
fear'd as rcal, | 

(2.) The Evil muſt be future. For 
the naked Theory of the moſt pernici- 
ous Evil does not wound the Soul, but 
the apprehenſion of falling under it. If 
Reaſon can-open an Expedient to pre- 
vent an Evil, this Paſhon is quiet. And 
Fear preciſely regards its Objett as to 
come. Preſent Evils induce Grief and 
Sorrow : paſt Evils by refleCtion atte& 
with Joy, and give a quicker reliſh to 
preſent Felicity. Approaching Evils 
alarm us with Fear. 

(3.) The Evil muſt be apprehended 
as prevalent to make it feartul. For it 
by compariſon we findour Strengrh ſu- 
perior, we either neglect the Evil for 
its levity, or determine to encounter 
it; 


Of DEATH. 


Pial, 89. 4+ 


it ; and reſiſtance is the open efte& of 
Anger, not of Fear. But. when- an 
impendent Evil is too hard for us, the 
Soul ſhrinks and recoils from it. 

Now all theſe | v— that 
make an Obje& fearful,concur in Death. 

i. *Tis an Evil univerſally known, 
The frequent Funerals are a real de- 
monſtration that ſpeaks ſenſibly to our 
eyes, that Death reigns in the World. 
On every ſide Death is in our view, and 
the ſhadow of it darkens our brighteſt 


.Days. 


2. *Tis certainly future. All the 
wretched Accidents of this Life, ſuch 
as concern us in our Perſons, Relations, 
Eſtates and Intereſts; a thouſand Diſa- 
ſters that a jealous Fear and aQtive Fan- 
cy will extend and amplify ; as they 
may, ſo they may not happen to us. 
And from this mixture of contrary Poſ- 
ſibilities, from the uncertainty of event, 
Hope,that isan inſinuating Paſhon,mix- 
es with Fear, and derives Comfort. 
For as ſometimes a ſudden Evil ſurpri- 
zes not forethought of; ſo often the E- 
vil that was ſadly expeted, never 
comes to pals. But what Man is he that 
lives, and ſhall not ſee Death? Who is 
ſo vain as to pleaſe himſelf with an ima- 
gination 
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gination of Immortality here? Though 
Mean are diſtinguiſh'd in the condition 
of Living, yet all are equal in the ne- 
ceſſity of Dying. Humane Greatneſs 
in every kind, Nobility, Riches, Em- 
pire cannot proteCt from the ſudden 
and Soyereign Hand of Death, that o- 
verthrows all. The moſt conſpicuous 
difference in this World is between the 
Vittorious, and the Vanquiſh'd pro- 
ſtrate at their Feet : but Death makes 
them equal. Then the wretched Cap- 
tive ſhall upbraid the proud Conque- 
ror, Art thou become weak as we ? Art 
thou become like us * The Exprefſions of 
Scripture concerning the frailty of Man 
are often literally and preciſely verified ; 
He is like the Graſs, in the morning it 
flouriſhes and groweth up, in the evening 
it is cut down and withereth. Death 1s 
a prevalent inſuperable Evil, hence the 
proverbial Expreſſion, Strong as Death 
that ſubdaes all, cruel as the Grave that 
ſpares none. *Tis 1n vain to ſtruggle 
with the pangs of Death. _ No Simples 
in Nature; no Compoſitions, of Arrt, 
no. Influence of the Stars;, nd Power of 
Angels, can ſupport the dying Body, 
or retain'the flitting Soul, - There is no . 


Man hath power over Le Spirit to "mw Ecclef, 8, 8, 
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the Spirit ; neither hath he power in the 
day of Death : and there is no diſcharge 
in that War. The Body ſinks in the 
Conflict, and Death feedson its proſtrate 
Prey in the Grave. | 

2, I ſhall confider more particularly 
the Cauſes that render Death fo fearful 
to Men : r. In the apprehenſion of 
Nature. 2. In the apprehenſion of 
Conſcience. 1. In theapprehenſion of 
Nature, Death hath this Name engra- 
ven in its forehead, Ultimum terribili- 
»m, the Supreme of terrible things, up- 
on ſeveral accounts. 

x. Becaufe uſually Sicknefs and Pains 
languiſhing or tormenting, make the 
firſt Changes in the Body, and the na- 
tural Death is violent. This Hezekrah 
complained of with a mournful accent, 
He will cut 'me off with pining Sickneſs : 
from day even to night thou wilt make ans 
end of the. T reckoned till morning, that 
as a Lion, fo will he break all my Bones. 
A Troop ot Diſeafes are the forerunners 
of this King 'of Terrors. There is a 
preceding Encounter, and ſometimes 
uy fierce, ' that Nature feels the cruel 
Victory before it yields tro 'this Enemy. 
As a w- thar is toſt by a mighty Tein- 
peſt, and by the concuſſion © aha" 
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and Waves loſes its Rudder and Maſts, 
takes in water in every part, and gra- 
dually finks into the Ocean : So in the 
ſhipwrack of Nature, the Body is fo 
ſhaken and weakned by the violence of 
a Diſeaſe, that the Senſes, the animal 
and vital Operations decline, and at laſt 
are extinguiſh'd in Death: 

2, Death conſidered in the ſtriteſt 
propriety, as deſtruQtive of the natural 
Being, that is our firſt and moſt valua- 
ble Good in the order of Nature, is the 
juſt obje&t of Fear. The Union be- 
tween Soul and Body is very intimate 
and dear, and like David and Fonathax 
they part unwillingly. Nature has a 
ſhare in_ the beſt Men, and works as 
Nature. St. Paul declates, we wou 
mot be untlothed, not finally put off the 
Body, but have it glorified in conjun- 
Qtion with the Soul. Our blefled Sa- 
viour; without the leaſt impeachment 
of the Reftitude and Perfe&ion of his 
Nature;' exprefs'd an averſenefs from 


Death, and with ſubmiſſion to the di- 


vine WHI defired a freedoni from it. 
His AfﬀeCQtions were holy and humane, 
and moved-according to the quality of 
their Objeas. 
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3. The natural Conſequents of Death 
render it fearful, Life 1s the foundati- 
on of all natural Enjoyments ; and the 
Loſs of it induces the loſs of all for e- 
ver. *Tis from hence that ſuch Evils 
that are conſiſtent with Life, and de- 
prive us only of ſome particular Con- 
rent and Pleaſure, are willingly choſen 
rather than Death, The forfeiture of 
Eſtate, the degrading from Honour, 
the confinement to a perpetual Priſon, 
the baniſhing from our native Country, 
are leſs Penalties than Death. 
There is a natural love of Society in 
Man, and Death removes from all, The 
Grave is a frightful Solitude, There i 
no Conyerlation in the Territories 0 
Darkneſs. This alſo Hezekiah in his 
ils. 38. 11 apprehenſions of Deathſpeaks of with 

Tears: I ſhall fee Man no more in the 
Dies a. oricur Lad of the Living, As in the Night, 
woo err To the World is an univerſal Grave, all 
quaque ſepeli- Things are ina dead Silence ;. Palaces, 
cur 3 euoeſtarur Courts of Juſtice, . Temples, Theaters, 
omnis ſubſtan- Schools, and all Places of publckCon- 
2 denigrarur, yer{ation are ſhut up: the Norſe and 
lene, fiupene RUMOUr that: keeps Men in continual 
cun2a : ubiqz Obſervation and- Action ceales;: Thus 
juſticium eſt. when the Sun of this preſent Life is ſet, 


oo _— all the Aﬀairs and Bulinels, all the vain 


Joys 
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Joys of Company, Feaſting, Dancing, 
Muſick, Gaming, ceaſes. Every one 
among the Dead 1s contined to his ſea- 
led obſcure Cell, and is alone an enter- 
tainment for the Worms. 

The Pfalmiſt faith of Princes, Thyir 
Breath goeth forth, they return to the 
Earth, in that wery day their Thoughts, 
their glorious compaſſing Thoughts, pe- 
riſþp. This the Hiſtorian obſerves was 
verified in Fulizs Ceſar : After his aſſu- 
ming the Imperial Dignity, he thought 
to reduce the numerous Laws of the 
Romans into a few Volumes, compri- 
ſing the Subſtance and Reaſon of all ; 
to enrich and adorn the City of Rome, 


as was: becoming the Regent of the 


World: to epitomiſe the Works of, the 
moſt learned Grecians and Rowans lor 
the publick Renefit, And whilſt he 


Talia agentem 


was deſigning and purſuing theſe, and que mediran- * 


other vaſt and noble Things, Death ſur- 
priſed him, and brake off all his En- 
terpriſes. 

At'the terrible Gate that opens into 
Eternity, Men are ſtripp'd of all their 
Honours and Treaſures, and as naked 
45 they come into the World, go out of it. 
Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, 
when the Glory of his Houſe is increaſed. 

C 3 Fox 


rem mors pre- 
venit. Sutton, 
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* As our Divine Poet 
expreſſes i, 

The brags of Life are but a 
nize days wonder ; 

And aſter Death the Funts 


that ſpring, 


From private Bodies make 
as big a Thunder, ; 
As thoſe that riſt from 4 


buge King, 


| For whe he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing 


away ; bis Glory ſhall not deſcend after 
him. Death equally vilifies, makes 
loathſom and ghaſtly the Bodies of Men, 
and reduces them to ſordid 
Duſt. - In the Grave the *Duſt 
is as precious and powerful of 
-one as of another. Civil Dt- 
{tintions are limited to the 
preſent time. The prodigi» 
ous Statue in Nebuhadnezzar's 
Viſion, Dar. 2. 32,33, 34, 35- 
while it was upright, the Parts 
werereally and viſibly diftinQ: 
The Head was of fine Gold, the Breafi 


Herbert. 


. and Arms of Silver, the Belly and Thighs 


of Braſs, the Legs of Iron, the Feet part 
of Iron and part Ms r4 : but when the 
Stone cut out without hands, {mote the 
Image upon the Feet, then was the Iron, 
the Clay, 
Gold, Lots to pieces together, and be- 
came like the Chaff the Wind carries away. 
Who can diſtinguiſh between Royal 
Duſt taken out of magnificent Tombs, 
and Plebean Duſt from common Graves ? 
Who can know who were rich, and 
who were poor ; who had Powee and 
Command, who were Vaſfals, wha 
were remarkable by Fame, -who by In- 
uy famy ? 


the Braſs, the Silver, and the 
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famy ? They ſhall not ſay this is Fezebel : 2 King; x 3%, 


not know this was the Daughter and 
Wife of a' King. The King of Baby- 
lon, ſtiled Lucifer the bright Star of the 
Morning, that poſſeſs'd the firſt Em- 
pire in the World, was degraded by 
Death, humbled to the Grave, and ex- 
changedall his glorious State for Worms 


and Putrefa&tion. The Worm ts ſpread Iſa, 14. 1+ 


wnder thee, and the Worms cover thee. 
In ſhort, Death ſeparates Men from 
all their admired charming Vanities. 
Now conſidering Man merely in the 
Order of Nature, what RefleQtion - is 
more fearful and tormenting, than the 
neceflity, that cannot be over-ruled, of 
parting for ever with all the Delights of 
Life? Thoſe who have aſcended to the 
Throne, that are arrived at the height 
of Temporal Happineſs, what a me- 
lancholy Proſpeft is before them of 
Death and the dark Grave ? Whea all 
things conſpire to make Men happy 
here, the {nfitive Faculties and their 
Fruitions are ebbing and declining, till 
then fink into Death, the Whirlpool 
that will ſhortly ſwallow them up for 
ever. This renders the Thoughts of 
Mortality fo frightful, and checks the 
treeſt enjoymeats of carnal Pleaſures, 
C4 2. Death 
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2. Death is fearful jn the apprehen- 
ſion of Conſcience, as tis the molt ſen- 
fible mark of God's Wrath, that is 
heavier than Death, and a Summons to 

give an account of all Things done 1n 

this Life, to the righteous Judg of the 

World. "Tis appointed to all Mey once 

to die, and afterward the Judgment. The 

Penal Fear is more wounding to the 

Spirit than the Natural. When the 

awakened Sianer preſently expetts the 

Citation to appear before the Tribunal 

above, where no Excuſes, no Suppli- 

cations, 'no Priviledges: avail, where 
the Cauſe of eternal Life or Death muſt 
be decided, and the awards of Juſtice be 
immediately executed ;- O the Convul- 
ſions and Agonies of Conſcience in that 
hour ! when the diſeaſed Body cannot 
ive, and'the diſconfolate Soul dare not 
die, what Anxieties ſurround it ? This 
redoubles the Terrors' of Death, that 
the firſt tranſmits tothe ſecond that was 
figured by 'it. O the diſmal aſpe& of 

Death riding on 4 pale Horſe, with Hell 
the black Attendant following. This Fear 
furprized the Sinners in Sion. Who 4+ 
mong us can awell with devouring Fire ? 
who among 6 can remain with everlaſting 
gurnings? This made a Heathen, the 
v , , ; Go- 
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Governor of a Province, to tremble be- 


fore 4 poar Priſoner ; While Paul dif- ags 24. 25. 


courſed of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, 


and Judgment to come, Felix trembled, 


"Tis a fearful thing to fall into the Hands ,,,, 


of the living God, who lives for ever, 
and can pun or ever. None is ſo 
powerful as God, nothing ſo fearful as 
the guilty Conſcience. | 

3. The Degrees of this Fear are ex- 
prels'd by Bondage. This Paſſion when 
regular 1n its Objett and Degree, is ex- 
colleacls uſeful : *ris a wiſe Counſellor 
and faithful Guardian, that plucks off 
the Mask from our Enemies, and keeps 
Reaſon vigilant and aQive to prevent a 
threatoipg Evil, of to ſuſtain it in the 
beſt manner. *Tis obſervable in the 
brute Creatures, that the Weak and 
Fearful are moſt ſubtile and ingenious 
to ſecure themſelves, and ſupply the 
want of Strength with Artifice. But 


when Fear is inordinate, tis a tyran- . 


nous Maſter, that vexes the weary 
Soul, and hinders its free and noble O- 


10. 31. 


perations, Ceſar choſe rather to be Cx- praſtar ſemel 
pos'd to ſudden death, than to be con- mori quam 


tinually harraſs'd with fears how to a- 


ſemper cimere. 


void it. The Greek word implies the a3; from 446 


binding of the Spirit, that cauſes an 
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inward Slavery. And in the Apoſtle's 
Writings, || the Spirit of Fear, and the 
Spirit of Bondage, are equivalent, J{b- 
boſheth, when Abner provok'd by the 


2 Tim. Charge about $aPs Concubine, 1MPe- 


riouſly threatned to tranflate the King- 
dom to David, was ftruck with ſuch « 
fear, that he could not anſwer Abner « 
word, 2 Sam. 3. 10,11. The ſudden 
Paſſion ſtifled his Reply, and reduc'd 
him to a defenceleſs Silence. Now the 
fear of Death, as *tis remiſs or vehe- 
ment, ſuch are the degrees of Bondage 
from it. | 
1, It embitters the enjoyments of the 
preſent Life, and makes the moſt 
{perous in the World, even in the ful- 
peſs of their ſufficiency, to be in ſtraits, 
Though the Senſes are pleaſed with the 
uick ſweetneſs of Change from one 
bje& to another, yer rhe Soul cannot 
have a delightful undiſturbed Pruition, 
foreſeeing that the ſtream of Pleafure 
will iſſue into the dead Sea. Truly Light 
i ſweet, and "tis a pleaſant thing to be- 
hold the Sun. But how ſhort is this 
Life with all its Pleaſures, in compari 
ſon of the Days of Darkneſs that fol- 
low. Now though *tis our beſt Wi$ 
dom and trueſt Liberty, to rejoice = 
this 
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this World as if we rejoiced not, and fre- 
uently to meditate on the cooling Do» 
Ariges of Death and Judgement, to re- 
preſs the tranſports of the voluptuous 
Appetite; yet ſince the Comforts of 
this Life are liberally indulged to us by 
the Love of God, to be the Morives of 
our yarn and affectionate Obedience, 
to {weeten our paſſage to Heaven, we 
may with tranquilliry of Spirit make a 
pure 'and chearful uſe of them in his 
Service; and'tis an opprefſing bondage, 
when the diſquieting anxious Fears of 
Death hinder our temperate enjoyment 
of his Favours and Blefſings. 
2. The fear of Death oppreſlſes the 


Souls of Men under a miſerable Bon- 


dage to the Devil ; for his Dominion is 
maintain'd by the Allurements and 
Terrors of the World, Though Men 
do- not explicitly acknowledg his Sove. 
raignty, yet by voluntary yielding to 
his pleafing Temptations, they are re- 
ally his Slaves. And the apprehenſion 
of temporal Evils, eſpecially of Death, 
dreſs'd up in a frightful gn 
with its bloody Pomp, is t 
ſnare to the Soul. The Faint-hearted 
rove falſe-hearted in the time of trial : 
or the timerous Spirit being want 
8 | y 
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ly intent how to avoid the incurſiqn of 
a preſent Evil, forgets or negle&s what 
is indiſpenſably to be done, and thinks 
to find an excuſe in the pretended ne- 
ceſſity. How many have been terrified 
from their cleareſt Duty and reſolved 
Conſtancy ? To eſcape Death, they 
have been guilty of the moſt inſuffera- 
ble Impieties, by renouncing God their 
Maker and Saviour, and worſhipping 
the Devils for Deities. Every Ape pre- 
ſents ſad SpeQtacles of many that chooſe 
Iniquity rather than Aﬀiittion, that re- 
linquiſh their Duty, and by wicked 
Compliances ſave their Lives and loſe 
their Souls. Carnal Deſires, and car«, 
nal Fears, are the Chains of Hell that 
retain Men Satan's Captives. But what 
folly, what madnels is it, for the avoid- 
ing the impotent fury of the Creature, 
to venture on the powerful Wrath of 
God, that exceeds all the Terrors that 
can be conceived by Fear ? This ren- 
ders them more brutiſh than the Horſe, 
that ſtarting at his Shadow, ſprings over 
a deſperate Precipice, The PFearful are 
excluded from Heaven, and caſt into the 

Lake of Fire and Brimſtone for ever. 
3. The extream 'fear of Death and 
Judgment, dejects and diſcourages fone 
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Soul from the uſe of means to prevent 
eternal Miſery, and induces a moſt wo- 
ful Bondage. Fear anticipates and ex- 
aſperates future Evils: for as Knowledg 
excites Fear, ſo Fear encreaſes Know- 
ledg, by the unceflant working of the 
Thoughts upon terrible Objefts. The 
fearful Mind aggravates the foreſeen E- 
vil, and diſtils the Poiſon from all the 
Circumſtances and Conſequences of it. 
And when the Evil is —_—_— as 
inſuperable and indeclinable, all endea- 
vours to eſcape 'are cut oft. What a 
Philoſopher obſerves'of an Earthquake, 
compared with other deſtruQtive Evils, 
is true in this caſe. There may be a 
ſafe retreat from Fire, from Inundati- 
ons, from Storms, from War, from 
Peſtilence, but an Earthquake aftoniſh- 
es with ſo violent a perturbation, that 
ſtops our flight. from the imminent 
Danger : So the vehement impreſſions 
of Fear from the approaches of Death, 
and the ſevere executions upon the Sin- 
ner after it, diſtrafts the Mind, and 
diſables from flying from the Wrath to 
come. Thele Fears are more heavy:by 
the ſuggeſtions of Satan, who /repres 
ſents God fo terrible jn his Majefty,.in- 
exorable in his Juſtice; 86 anchonge- 
able 
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able in his Threatnings, that all Hopes 
of obtaining his Favour are loſt, As 
the Egyptian Darkneſs was not meerly 
from the abſence of the Sun, but from 
feculent Vapours condenſing the Air; 
that it might be felt : So theſe dark and 
fearful expeRations of the Divine Wrath 
are not only from the withdrawing the 
Light of God's Countenance, but trom 
the Prince of Darkneſs that foul Spirit: 
And as we read of the Egyptians, that 
no Man aroſe from his place for three days ; 
as if they had been buried in that Dark- 
and ived of all ative Power 

and Motion: ſo the deſpairing Soul fits 
down mourning at the Gates of Death, 
totally diſabled from proſecuting the 
Things hat belong t& its Peace. *Tis 
Hope inſpires and warms us with ala- 
crity, encourages our Endeavours: De- 
gu blunts our edg and induſtry. The 
| ſuffers the hardeſt Bondage, and 
the Condition is unexprefibly fad un- 
der the tyranny of this Fear. O how 
enthralled, how defolately miſerable ! 
Deſpair:does meritoriouſly and effeftu- 
ally rain the Soul- For whereas there 
15s no Atttibute more Divine, nockarer 
Notion of the Deity than Love and 
Mercy ; this Paſſion diſparages his Mer- 
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, as if Sin were more omnipotent, 
thao his Power to pardon ; and all the 
Tears that flow from it, are fo far from 
expiating, that they encreaſe Guilt : 
and whereas the believing view of 
Chriſt would ascompleatly and prefent- 
iy recover the Soul-wou Sinner, as 
the Iſraelites were by looking tothe or- 
dained viſible Sign of their Salvation ; 
Deſpair turns away the Eye from our 
Deliverer, and fixes it upon Miſery as 
rernedileſs and final. 

4. How comes it to paſs that Men 
are not — under the aRual fear of 
Death, but ſubjeft to the revolutions of 
it all their Lives ? 

The Seeds of this Fear are hid in the 
guilty Breaſts of Men, and at tunes, 
eſpecially in their Calamities, break 
forth and kindle upon them, In their 
"— mw erp” A 
t ts of Death and Judgement ſting 
ies fits, and make them uneaſy. 
*Thefaſhes of Conſcience, like moments 
of Lightning, ſtartle them, but they 
mp e into "their - habitual ftupidity. 
And the account of it will be.clear, \ 
eonfidering the following Particulars. 

- 2, Men are apt to flatter themſelyes 
With the hopes of long Life, and look 
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upon Death at a great diſtance. Tho 


there be a dying diſpoſition in the 
youngeſt and ſtrongeſt Perſons, though 
we live in a World of Caſualties, and 
Death lie in ambuſh to:ſurprize us eve- 
ry day, yet weare {ecure; becauſe E- 
vils affe& us according to their appre- 
hended nearneſs. A petty -Conitable 
that is troubleſom and vexatious, is 
more fear'd by his Neighbours, than 
the Grand Signior with all his Executi- 
oners. As remote Objeds, though of 
vaſt bigneſs, are leſſen'd to our fight ; 
{o through the ſuppoſed interval of ma- 
ny years, Death 1s look'd on with a di- 
minution of its Terror, But whea 
Death preſents it ſelf before Men ready 
to diſpatch them, how formidable is i 
appearance ! Sau! though renowne 
for his Valour, yet when he underſtood 
by Revelation, that to morrow he and 
his Sons ſhould be in the ſtate of the 
Dead, there was no ſtrength in him; but 
he fell ftraitway all along on the Earth; 
ſtruck through with fear before he was 
wounded by the Arrows of the Phili- 

ines, Belſbazzar in the midſt of his 
uxury and jolity, attended with athow- 


Dan. $.1,2,34* ſand Lords, and his Herd of Concubines, 


mflan'd with Wine; and therefore leſs 
Ccapas 
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C capable of fear, yet upon the fight of 
” the fatal Hand writing on the Wall a 


few unknown CharaQters, which his 


: guilty Conſcience (before the Prophet 
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Daniel came) interpreted to be the 
Sentence of preſent Death, how fear- 
fully was his Countenance changed pale 
as a Carcaſs? How ſuddenly did his 
Blood congeal, and his warmeſt quick- 
eſt Spirits die in his Heart ? His whole 
Body was ſeized by ſuch a vehement 
trembling, that his Joints were looſed, 
and his knees ſmote one againſt another. 
This is a repreſentation of thoſe who 
bid defiance to Death at a diſtance ; but 
when the fatal Hour is come, and they 
hear the Sentence decreed againſt them, 
God has numbred thy days, and finiſh'd 
them: thou art weighed in the ballance, 
(all thy Words and ACtions, thy 
Thoughts and AﬀeCtions) and art found 
wanting : and thy Soul ſhall be divided 
from thy Body, the one ſent to Hell to 
ſuffer the undying Worm of Conſcience, 
the other to the Grave, to be a Prey to 
the Worms of Corruption; how are 
they overcome with horror ! 

2. The continual ſucce(ſion of the 
Pleaſures and Buſineſs of the World di- 
vert the Mind from the attentive ſtrong 
D COns 
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contemplation of Death, and the Con- 
ſequences of ir. Penſive Thoughts are 
unwelcome, and we ſtudiouſfly endea- 
vour to cancel the: memory of ſuch 
things as afflict us. *Tis faid of the 
Wicked, that God # not in all their 
Thouzhts. The conſideration of the 
holy InſpeQor and Judg of their Atti- 
ons 15 tormenting, therefore they fill 
their Minds with earthly Imaginations, 
to exclude the Divine Preſence. We 
read of thoſe, who to pat far away the 
evil Day, chaunted to the ſound of the 
Viol, and drank Wine in Bowls. They 
are rock'd aſleep with the motion of 


. phantaſtick Vanities. And Sleep takes 
_ away Fear, but gives no ſafety. *Tis 


f A£liaz. *recorded of Marins, that after his O- 


verthrow by Sy//a, -he was always in 
conſternation, as if he heard the found 
of the Trumpcts, and the noiſe of the 
victorious Army purſuing him: And 
I15 Fears were no longer quiet than 
whilſt charm'd with Wine and Sleep : 
he therefore was. continually drunk, 
that he might forget himſelf, his Ene- 
ny, and I11s Danger. ' "Thus Men make 
a Pitiiul ſhitr to forget their latter End : 
and whiilt they are tollowins either ſe- 


cular Atlairs, or ſenſual Pleaſures, are 
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» unconcerned for what is to be hereaf- 
| rer. But this Diverſion will ſhortly be 
- * atanend, for intheirlanguiſhing hours, 
h ® when the waſted Body fails the carnal 

* Mind, and ſenſual Defires fail the 


e 
7 3 Man, then Conſcience that ſpoke wich 

© 3 a low: Voice before, is loud and terrible, 

”" 3 andlike the rigid ExaQtor in the Para- 
ble, that took his Debtor by the throat, 

, requires them'to pay. what they owe. 

3. Some areſo hardned in Infidelity, 
that the Powers of the World to come 
make no Impreſſion on their Hearts. 
They mind but little, and are leſs af- 
feted with inviſible things. They for- 
tify themſelves with groſs Thoughts, 
that the Spirit of Man vaniſhes with 
his Breath, that Death 1s the end of 
this Life, and not the beginning of a- 

! nother, and feed without Fear, Place 
* one inthe midſt of deſtructive Evils, 
but unſeen or not believed, and he 1s as 
fearleſs as a blind Perſon walking on 
the brink of a deep Pit. Indeed there 
are none leſs diſturbed with the Terrors 
of Death, than the eminently Good; 
or the extremely Bad : tor the one fort 
have a bleſſed Hope that Death will be 
to them an entrance into Lite, and live 
like the Angels, with a Joy unſpeakable 
D 2 
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axd glorious. The others are as ſenſual 
and ſecure as the _ that periſh, ha- 
ving extinguiſh'd the fear of eternal fu- 
ture Evils, which is the proper paſſioa 
of Reaſon. The Apoſtle declares, That 
knowing the Terror of the Lord, we per- 
ſwade Mew to be reconcil'd to him, before 
the Seaſon of Mercy be expired. But 
thoſe who have ſuppreſs'd the natural 
Notions of Eternal Judgment, as they 
think it beneath their Wiſdom to be 
perſwaded by the Promiſes of Heaven, 
fo beneath their Courage to he terrified 
with the Threatnings of Hell, and tri- 
umph over the Ruines of 'Conſcience. 
But though wicked Infidels flight the 
Threatnings, they ſhall not eſcape the 
Vengeance of God, 

We read of Noah, That being warned 
of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved 
with fear, he prepared an Ark for the 
ſaving of his Houſe. His Fear was the 
native iſſue of his Faith. But the pro- 
fane World, in whom Senſe was pre- 
dominant, that deſpiſed the Oracle, and 
trembled at no Judgments but what 
were aCting on the vilible Stage, ' rhey 
ate and drank, married, and were given 
in marriage, till {wept away by the un- 
feared Inundation, We read that Lot 

| being 
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being certified by an embaſſy of An- 

els, that a Deluge of Fire would in 'a 
Ry hours pour down from Heaven up- 
on Sodow, he moſt earneſtly follicited 
his Sons-in-Law, Ariſe, depart out of 
this Place, for the Lord will deſtroy this 
City : but they entertained his compaſ- 
ſionate Advice with derifion, he ſeemed 
to them as one that mocked, and were fur- 
priſed by thoſe fearful Flames that diſ- 
patch'd them from a 'Femporal Hell to 
that which is Eternal. Thus '"twas 
prophefied, That in the lat days there 
(ball come Scoffers, walking after their own 
Luſts, and ſaying, Where is the Promiſe 
of his coming ? But let them blaſpheme 
and ſcorn the moſt facred and terrible 
Truths, let them perpetuate their ex- 
ceſs of Riot, and wild Mirth while 
they live, Death will come, and Judg- 
ment as {ure as Death. 


HI. I now come to ſhew how the 
Death of Chriſt frees us trom the tor- 
menting ſear of Death. 

For the clearing this, we are to con- 
ſider, that Sin, Satan and Death, are 
Enemies in combination againſt Man: 
in his mortal State; and the deſtructive 
Power of Satan, and Death, is from 
D 3 SIN, 
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Sin. When Man renounced his Crea- 
tor and natural Lord, he was judicially 
given up to Satan as the Executioner of 
Vengeance, and to the Power of Death. 
Such is the Order, rather the Confuſion 
in the World by Sin. The Empire of 
Satanand Death is built on the Ruins of 
our Innocence. 

Now the Son of God came from his 


Throne in Heaven to deliver us : And 


whereas there are two ways of obtain- 
ing freedom from Captivity, either by 
Ranſom, or by Power and Reſcue, in 
both reſpeQs our deliverance from Bon- 
dage to theſe Capital Enemies, is aſcri- 
bed to the Death of Chriſt. 

_ *Tis called our Ranſom, and that in 
its ſtrict Notion has a reſpe& to Capti- 
vity. There «' one God, and one Media- 
tor between God and Man, the Man Chriit 
Jeſus ; mho gave himſelf 8 Ranſom for 
all, His Lite was the full price of our 
Liberty and Salvation. God does not 
pardon Sin, and releaſe from Puniſh- 
ment by a pure abſolute AQ of his 
Will and Authoriry, as a Creditor for- 
gives a Debtor ; bur in ſuch a way as to 
preſerve the Rights.of Juſtice inviolate. 
Therefore when Man was devoted to 
Death, our Redeemer exchang'd Con+ 
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ditions with him, and offer'd up his, ver. x, 


precious Blood, as our Ranſom to God, 
in the quality of the King and Judg of 
all. Such was the Dignity of his Per- 
ſon, that the entire World, the Heavens 
and the Earth, with all their inhabi- 
tants, are of leſs value to him, than 
the baſeſt Droſs to refined Gold. -Such 
was the greatneſs of his Sufferings, 1n 
which the highelt degree of Obedience, 
and the lowelt degree of Humitity wer 


- conſpicuous, as to be a valuable Cor 


penſation, to obtain eternal Redemp:-: 


| for Hs. 


Now when God the ſupreme Juc 
ſatished, Satan forteits the righr he : 
to torment us, and 1s divetted of i: 
Dominion over our Wills ; which ti: 
juſtly permitted, wasan ufurpation ups 
on God's Right in Man that can neve 
be extinguifl/d., *Tis faid by the Apc- 
{tle, thar our Saviour blottino out the 
hand-writine of Ordinances that wits a> 
gainit ms, adich Ws contrary tO its, aud 
took it out of. the way, natlin? tt iO ls 
Croſs: Heabolifh'd the ule of the Cere- 
monial Law, that. was an {i idence 
and Enditement of thew Guilt who 
pertormed it, and the Curle of the Mo- 
ral Faw : It toilows, aad having {poul- 
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ed Pringipalities and Powers, he made 4 
ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it. Our Saviour died victorioully ; 
the Tree of Infamy on which he ſuffer- 
ed, was the Trophy of his Conquelt, 
His Death diſarm'd Satan of his Wea- 
pons, whereby he ſubdued Us, Sir, the 
Law, and Death ; for though his attu- 
al Triumph was in his ReſurreCtion 
and Aſcenſion to Glory, yer it is juſtly 
aſcribed to his Death; for that merito- 
riouſly open'd the Grave at his Reſur- 
retion, and Heaven at his Aſcenſion. 

And here by the way 'tis moſt wor- 
thy of obſervation, that our Delive- 
rance from our ſpiritual and moſt dead- 
ly Enemies is equally righteous, as ad- 
mirable and glorious : for our ſuffering 
Saviour appeas'd the Wrath of God, 
and broke the Powers of Darkneſs. The 
Wiſdom and Love of God had their De-+ 
(1gns in his Death, as well as the Malice 
and Rage of Satan; as Lines, that are 
oppoſite in the Circumference, meet in the 
Centre. 

And as from the Tyranny of Satan, 
{o the Death of our Redeemer is our 
redemption from Death, as to the Curſe 
and hnal Dominion of it ; nay, has made 
it a bleſ{cd Advantage to us. 

1, The 


Of DEATH. 


1, The Curſe is removed. Death 
conſidered as the Wages of Sin, is all 
ſting and poiſon, the conſequent of the 
ſpiritual Death, and the introduQtion 
to eternal Death. The ſting of Death 
is Sin, and the ſirength of Sin. is the 
Law. Death hath its wounding Power 
from Sin, and Sin from the Law, that 
forbids it, that diſcovers its Nature, 
and enhanſes the meaſure of its Guile, 
and denounces condemnation for it. 
Now our Saviour having in our ſtead, 
{ſubjected himſelf to Death, the penalry 
of the Law for Sin, There i no condems 
pation to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe of 
the Law, being made a Curſe for us. Death 
inflicted on the Saints, has not that re- 
lation to the guilt of Sin, as to be pro- 
perly fatisfaCtion to revenging Juſtice. 
There are no petty payments to be 
made by our Sufferings after his com- 
pleat Satisfaftion to God. The Lord 
laid on him the Iniquities of us all. 

"Tis indeed {till a declaration of God's 
holy Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, for that 
originally open'd the way of its coming 
into the World ; and ſometimes by the 
immaturity or manner of it, 'tis a cha- 
{tiſement upon good Mea for Sin; that 
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is, to make them renew their Repen- 
rance, and mortify their carnal AﬀeQti- 
ons that faſten them to the World. For 
though after the laſt att of Expiration 
there is no place for Repentance ; yet 
in the approaches of Death, the Soul is 
ſtrongly excited by the Call of God to 
review its State, and make ſolemn pre- 
paration to be found of bim in Peace. 
But *tis not in*a ſtrift ſenſe the maledi- 
ion and vengeance of the Law execu- 
red upon them. The Serpent is turn'd 
into a Rod of CorreCtion in the hands 
of our Heavenly Father for their good. 
As the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſome that 
for their profaning the Lord's Table, 
were fallen aſleep, adds, that when we 
are judged, we are chaſtenea of the Lord, 
that we may not be condemned with the 
World. A Believer ſhall not be hurt of 
the ſecond Death. 

From hence it is, that in the Book of 
Life, the Scriptures, the Death of the 
Saints 15 called 4 Sleep. _ Saint Paul ar- 
gues, If we believed that Jeſus died and 
roſe again ; even ſo them alſo that ſleep 
in Teſus, will God bring with him. Tis 
obſervable how the Apoſtle varics the 
expreſſion, Jeſus died, and: the Saints 
ſleep in him: tor he ſuſtained Death 
| with 
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with all its Terrors, that it 
might be a calm Sleep to his 
People. They enjoy as per- 
fet a Reſt in the Beds of Duſt, 
as' ever-in the foftelt Down. 
Stephen in the. midſt of a 
ſhower of Stones fell aſleep. 
Believers die in Peace. The 
Righteous is taken from the E- 
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Annon longe glorioſius 
fuir,quandoquidem coram 
pro nobis agebatur,ut non 
modo paſlio corporis, ſed 
etiam cordis affe&io pro 
nobis facerer? Er quos vi- 
vificabat mors, nihilomie 
nus & trepidatio robuſtos, 
& mceſtiria lztos & rzdf- 
um alacres & turbario qui- 
eros facecer, & deſolatio 
conſolatos ? Beys. Serm, 1. 


wil to come \, he enters into 
Peace. Being reconciled, ro 
God through the Blood of Chriſt, the 
are not terrihed at his Call, but with 
ſweet tranquillity reſigtrtheir Souls un- 
t&'hitty, Lord, now let thy Servant de- 
part in Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen 
thy Salvation. There is a vaſt ditfer- 
ence in God's account, between the 
Death of the Righteous and the Wick- 
ed. As the Tabernacle in the Wilder- 
neſs was taken down with care upon 
their change of ſtation, and delivered 
to the Lewites charge, in order to the 
raiſing of it again with honour ; bur 
the Houſe incurably infefted with rhe 
Leproſy, was pluck'd down with vio- 
lence, and thrown into an unclean place 
with execration : Thus the death of the 
Saints is precious in the ſight of the | ord, 
their Bodies are kept in the boſom of 
thc 
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the Earth, to be raiſed in Glory ; and 
the death of the Wicked is accurs'd. In 
ſhort, as the Wood that Moſes caſt into 
the Waters of Marah, by a miraculous 
virtue {weetned them : fo the Croſs, of 
Chrift has taken away the maligaity 
and bitterneſs of Death. 

2. Death is a bleſſed Advantage, and 
enriching Gain to a Believer: it brings 
him to the poſſeſſion of that Good that 
incomparably exceeds the Evil that re- 
mains 1n it. For the Death of a Saint 
15 not total ; but as in the Ceremony 
of Purification from Leproſy, one Bird 
was killed, and the other let fly in: the 
open Air, the myſterious ſhadow of the 
Lepers being reſtored to a ſtate of Li- 
berty : Thus when the Body dies and re- 
turns to the Earth, the Spirit returns to 
God, the Father of Spirits, and Fountain 
of Life. Our Saviour told the Jews, 
T am the living Bread that came down from 
Heaven : if any Man eat of this Bread, 
he ſhall live for ever ;, and the Bread that 
T will give is my Fleſh, that I will give for 
the Life of the World, The Heavenly 
Divine Life, that is communicated by 
the Spirit of Chriſt to Believers, rc- 
mainsentire when the ſenſitive Life is 
loſt. The natural Order 1s, There is a 
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tine to be born, and a time to die : the 
ſupernatural is, there is a time to die, 
and a time to be born. The Death of a 


Saint is a + new Birth ; the pains of #Dicsiſtequem 
the dying Body are as Throws, where- ** quam ſus 


by the ripen'd Soul is delivered into the midas, zcerni 
Land of the Living. The happineſs of ls 


a Saint after Death, more particularly 
will appear by conſidering ; 

I, The freedom he obtains from all 
afflicting Evils that are numberleſs here, 
and from Sin the worlt in its nature, 
and the cauſe of all the reſt, The pre» 
ſent World is a Labyrinth of Thorns, 
in every ſtate we meet with ſomething 
to vex us. You may as well count the 
Waves of the Sea when inraged by a 
Tempeſt, as the Troubles to which in 
this mortal open ſtate we are expos'd. 
Man that is born of a Woman, « of few 
days, and full of Trouble. A ſhort Life, 
and many Miſeries. O our unhappy 
G—_— ! the Body 1s liable to as many 
Diſeaſes as there are Members ; and the 
Soul to as many Perplexities as Paſſions, 
How often are the Scenes and Habits 
chang'd in the time of one Man ? He 
that lives in Pleaſures, muſt a&@ the 
Mourner's part. Our ſweeteft Comforts 
have hidden Stings : and whatever - 
mo 


is eſt. 
Sen. 
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Tempus , 
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. moſt pleaſing, may occaſion bitter grief. 


And uſually holy. Men . have a greater 
rtion of Affictions here: ſometimes 
b the malignity and violence of the 
Wicked ; as under the Law, the Lamb 
and the Dove were Sacrifices, the Em- 
blems of Innocence, and Purity, and 
Meekneſs, whilſt the Vulture and the 
Lion, the greedy Devourers, eſcaped. 
This the Apoſtle declares of the Ele&, 
They are predeſtinated to be conformed to 
the Image of God's Sou, who trac'd out 
the Way to Heaven in his own Blood, 
and by the Croſs aſcended to the Throne. 
Sometimes more immediately Divine 
Providence afflits them, to preſerve 
their Spirits from the tainted Pleaſures 
of the World, and-for other holy Ends : 
but there is a Re# for the People of God 
in Heaven. Belides, there are Relicks 
of Sin in the beſt of the Saints here. 
Indeed Sin is depos'd from Sovereignty 
and Rule ; the imperious Luſts are 
crucified, but not quite expir'd, As 
thoſe that were nail'd to the Croſs in 
cheir Hands and Feet, the parts leaſt 
vital and moſt ſenfible, died a painful 
lingring Death. Still the Fleſh luſts a- 
gain# the Spirit, and the Spirit againit 
the Fleſh. As there is a complexion of 
Hu- 
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Humours in humane Bodies, . always 
jarring when they are in the [{outdeſt 
Health ; and where there is not [this 
aQtive contrariety, either the Body is 
without a Soul, a- meer Carcaſs, or a 
glorihed Body in Heaven. So where 
there 1s not this internal Combart* be- 


tween Grace and Sin, either 


the Man is wholly * carnal, 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes z or 
wholly ſpiritual, reigning in 
Heaven. And :there is no- 
thing-more works on the ten- 
der AtteQtions of a Saint, than 
to find in himſelf what is dil- 
pleaſing to God ; that Rtill he 
15 under a ſad neceſſity of ſin- 


* Omnes homines aur 
ſunt, penicus caro, & mthil 
habent ſpiricus, 11 ſunc in- 
fideles ſme regenerarione. 
Aur funt rancum ſpiritus 
fine carne. Ii ſunt ſanti; 
gui jam 1n Calo zrerna 

uvuncur pace ſine pugna. 
Aur ſunt partim ſpiritus, 
partimcaro. Ii ſunt om- 
nes renati per Spiricum 
Santum in Chriſto. Aug. 
cont. 7ul. 


ning. What 1s faid concern- - 

ing an old Man waſted and decayed in 
his drooping Years, that the Graſbopper 
# a burden to him, is true of the new 
Man in a Chriſtian ; the Sins that are 
counted light in the valuation of the 
World, are a heavy weight to him. 
Vai Thoughts, idle Words, irregular 
Paſtions, unprofitable Actions, are mo- 
tives of heart-breaking Sorrow. Now 
Death is to a Believer an univerſal Re- 
medy againſt all the Evils of this Life : 
it frees him from all Injuries and Sut- 
ferings, 
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ferings, and from Sinn all its degrees, 
from all inclinations and temptatians 
toit. He that is dead, teaſeth from Sin. 
Death 'is the Paſſage from this Wilder- 
neſs to'the true Canes the Reſt above, 
that flows with better Milk and Hony, 
with Innocence and Happineſs for ever. 
There nothing can diſturb the Peace, or 
corrupt the Purity of the Bleſſed. 

3. Belides the privative advantage, 
the freedom from all the EtffeQs of 
God's Diſpleaſure, and the reſentments 
of it, there is the higheſt poſitive Good 
obtained by Death ; The Spirits of ju 
Men are made perfett in Heaven, The 
Soul is the Glory of Man, and Grace 
is the Glory of the Soul, and both are 
then in their Exaltation. All the Fa- 
culties of the Soul are rais'd to the high- 
eſt degrees of Natural and Divine Per. 
fection. In this Life Grace renews the 
Faculties, but does not elevate them to 
their higheſt pitch : it does not make 
a mean Underſtanding pregnant, nor 
a frail Memory ſtrong, nor a flow 
Tongue eloquent, but ſanQtifies them 
as they are. But when the Soul is 
releas'd from this dark Body of Earth, 
the Underſtanding is clear and quick, 
the Memory firm, the Will and Aﬀe- 
Ctions 
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tions ardent and vigorous. And they 
are enrich'd with Divine Light, and 
Love, and Power, that makes them 
fit for the molt noble and heavenly O- 
perations. The Lineaments of God's 
Image on the Soul are firit drawa here, 
but then it receives his laſt Hand. Al 
the Celeſtial Colours are added, to give 
the utmoſt life and luſtre to it. Here 
we are advancing, but by Death we ar- 
rive at PerfeQion, 

We ſhall in Heaven be joind to the 
Aſſembly of Saints and Angels, our 
beſt Friends. Love is the Law of that 
Kingdom, and perfealy obeyed there: 
Now how charming is the Converſati- 
on of one that is wile and holy, eſpect- 
ally if the ſweetneſs of Afﬀability be ia 
his Temper ? How- pleaſantly does 
Time flide away in the company of our 
beloved Friends ? We are not ſenſible 
of its flight. But what dear fatisfaQti- 
on is it to be united to that choſen con» 
ſecrated Society Above, who love one 
another as themſelves? "Though the An 
gels and Saints have different degrees 
of Glory, yet every one 1s pertefly 
happy and pleaſed. As the ſtrings of 
an Inſtrument differ in the ſize and 
fond ; ſome are ſharp and high, ſome 
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grave and deep, others a mean, and | 
trom that variety reſults the Harmony 
and Muſick, ſo that if every ſtring had 
Judgment and EleCtion, it would chuſe 
to be what it is: ſo from the different 
degrees of Glory in Heaven, the moſt 
amiable and equal Order of the Divine 
Wiſdom appears, that fatisfies every 
one. 

We ſhall be in the glorious Preſence 
of God and Chriſt, where «' fulneſs of * 
Toy, and infinite Pleaſures for ever. "Tis 
{laid of Abraham, he rejoic'd to ſee the 
Day of Chri#, two thouſand Years be- 
fore his coming. When by Faith he 
{aw the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
in order to the redemption of Men, it 
put him into an exſtaly. Yet then our 
Saviour was born to Sorrows and Mile- 
ries. But how raviſhing is the ſight of 
our Redeemer, ſet down on the right 
Hand of the Majeſty on high, having 
purged our Sins by himſelf, and accom- 
pliſh'd our Salvation ? Now we are 46+ 


ſent from God, yet in believing his in- 


fallible Promiſes, we rejoice with a F 

unſpeakable and glorious : But how wack 
more joyful is the fruition of them ? 
Here the Divine Goodnels is derived to 
us through ſecondary means, that weak- 
cn 
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> en its efficacy, but in Heaven the Con- 
y ſolations of the Creator are molt purely 
d diſpenſed, and his immediate Excel- 
ſe lencies are made known. _. | | 

a This Blefſedneſs exceeds all our 
ſt Thoughts and explicite Deſires, and re- 
_ quires the eloquence and experience of 


/ an Angel to ſet it forth. The bright 
k on of it is this, We ſhall ſee = in 
- hisGlory, face to face, in the molt per- 1 Cor. 14. 
f fect _—_ : La ſight of his Glory : 
5 ſhall transform us into his Likeneſs ; 
 *? we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him | John + 
as he is. This ſhall produce in ugthe * 
moſt pure and ardent Love; and Love 
{hall be attended with inexpreſflible joy, 
and that with the higheſt Praiſes of the 
bleſſed God, whoſe influxive Preſence 
is the Heaven of Heaven. | 
And that which crowns all is, that 
the Life above is Eternal. This fati(- 
fies all our Deſires, and excludes all our 
Fears: for Unchangeableneſs is an in- 
ſeparable Attribute of perfeCt Felicity. 
The Bleſſed are in full Communion with 
God; the Fountain of Life, and Chri## 
the Prince of Life. Betauſe I live, 
faith our Saviour, ye ſhall live alſo. 
What can interrupt, much leſs put an 
end to the Happineſs of the Saints ? 
E 2 The 
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The Love of God is immutably fix'd 
upon them, and their Love upon him. 
Here their Love is ſubject to decays, 
and gradual alienations ; as the Needle 
in the Compaſs, though it always has 
a tendency tothe North-Pole, yet ſome- | 
times it declines and has its variations. 
But in Heaven the Love of the Saints 
is directly and conſtantly ſet upon God, 
The Light of his Conntenance governs 
all their AﬀeCQtions. *Tis as impoſlible 
to divert their Deſires from him, as to 
cauſe one that is inflam'd with Thirſt, - 
to leave a clear flowing Spring for a * 
noiſom Puddle. In ſhort, Heaven is * 
filled with eternal Hallelujahs : for 
there is no appearance of Sin, no ſha- 
dow of Death there : all Miſeries are 
vaniſh'd, and all that 4s deſirable is 
poſſeſs'd by the Saints : the Circle 
of their Employment is to enjoy 
and praiſe the Divine Goodneſs for 
ever. 

Now is not the bleſſed Exchange a 
Chriſtian makes of the preſent Life, 
for that which is infinitely better, ſuffi- 
cient to make Death not fearful, na 
deſirable to him ? The regular well- 
grounded hope of this will compoſe the 
Thoughts in the neareſt Approach and 
Appre- 
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Apprehenſion of Death: No other 
Principles or Reſolutions are able to 
vanquiſh the Terrors of our laſt Ene- 
my. And this Happineſs was pur- 
chas'd for us by the everlaſting Trea- 
ſure of our Saviour's Blood. The Sa- 
tisfaction of his Sufferings was merito- 
rious, as the Merits of his ative Obe- 
dience was ſatisfying, 

Before I proceed to the third Head, 
I ſhall reſolye a Queſtion, How it comes 
to paſs, ſince Believers are freed from 
the Sting of Death, that they dic, and 
remain 1n the State of Death for a time. 

For this there are ſeveral Realons. 

1, By this meansall the ſinful Frail- 
ties that cleave to the Sains in this Life, 
are aboliſh'd, The Body is dead becauſe 
of Sin: And what is more becoming 
the wiſe and Holy Providence of God, 


| than that as by Sin Man was at firſt 


made ſubjeQ to Death, ſo by Death Sin 
dies entirely for ever. Thus as in 
Sampſon's Riddle, Out of the De- 
vourer comes Meat ; and our worlt 
Enemy 1s conquer'd by his own Wea- 
pons. 

2, Death is continued to the Saints, 
for the more eminent Exerciſe and 1Il- 
luſtration of their Graces, for the Glo- 
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Rom, 8. 
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| Poterat autem Chriſtus 
eriam hoc d creden- 
ribus, ut nec iſtius expe- 
rj;enrur © is mor- 
rem: fed fi fecifſer 
carni quzdam feplicitas 
adderetur, minuererur fi- 
dei fortirudo., Quid enim 
magnum erat vivendo eos 
non m2; 1 qui crederent ſe 
non moriruros  Quanto 
eſt majus quanto forrius 
anto laudabf(ius ira cre- 
ere, ut fe ſperer moritu- 
rus fine fine victurum? 
Ang. de pecc. Mort. Lid. 3. 
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ry of God, and in order tq 
their future Reward. || Faith, 
and Love, and Patience, are 
declared in their moſt powers 
ful Operations in our Encoun- 
ter with Death. If every 
Saint were viſibly and entire- 
ly tranſlated to Heaven, after 
a ſhort courſe of Holy Obedi- 
ence; it the Wicked did viſi- 
bly drop down quick into 
Hell, Faith would be reſigned 
to Sight here, This would 


confound the Militant State of the 
Church with'the Triumphant. There- 
fore now Death happens to the Good as 
well as to the Wicked. In the next State 
they ſhall be ſeparated by 4 vaſt Gulph, 


and an amazing Difference. 


Now 


Faith, whatever the kind of Death be 
that a Chriſtian ſuffers, ſees 'through 
the thickeſt Clouds of Diſgrace and 


Miſery, the glorious Iflue, 


As the il- 


luſtrious Confeſſor who was crucified 
with our Saviour, proclaim'd his Eter= 
nal Kingdom 1n the ' midſt of infulring 


Infidels. 


And our Love to God then 


appears 1n its Radiancy and Vigour, 
when we are _ for the Teſtimony 


of his Fruth, an 


advancing his Glo- 
TY) 
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ry, to ſuffer a violent Death : or when 

it comes in a gentler manner, for *tis 

even then terrible to Nature, we are 

willingly ſubje&t to Diſſolution, that 

we may be united to God in Heaven, 

And our Patience has never its perfet# 

Work, and is truly viRorious, © till this 

laſt Enemy be ſubdued, Death is the 

Seal of our Conſtancy and Perſeverance. 

Now the righteous Rewarder will 

crown a_ but _ that ſtrive law-  Tuxrcltla no. 
wlly, and are compleat Conquerors, 2 4 
es how wiſe and ſweet is the Oeco- -y torrent; 
nomy of the Divine Providence in 9s gloria 
this, that the Frailty of our Nature moris prapx- 
ſhould afford us a means of glorifying ran ad coro: 
God, and of entitling our ſelves by his m1?” © 
moſt gracious Promiſes to a bleſſed Re- - 

ward ? 

3. Our Saviour by his unvaluable O- 

bedience and Sufferings, has procur'd 

for Believers a Celeſtial Divine Life, of 

which the natural Body is not capable. 

The Apoſtle faith, Fleſh and Blood can- 

not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The exigencies and decays of the ſenſi- 

tive Nature require a continual Relief 

by Food and Sleep, and other material 

Supplies : but the Life above is wholly 


ſpiritual, and equal to that of the An- 
| E 4 gels. 
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gels. Therefore till this earthly Ani- 
mal Body be reformed and purihed, 
*tis not capable of the Glory reſerv'd 
in Heaven. This 1s fo abſolutely re- 
quiſite, that thole Believers, who are 
found aliveat the laſt Day, ſhall i»- the 
twinkling of an Eye be changed, that 
they may be qualified for it. Now 
herein the Wiſdom of God is wonder- 
ful, that Death which by the Covenant 
of Works was the deſerved Penalty of 
Sin, by the Covenant of Grace ſhould 
be the Inſtrument of Immortality, 
That as Joſeph by a furpriſing Circuit 
was brought from the Priſon to the 
Principality ;ſ1o a Believer by the Grave 
aſcends to Heaven, This the Apoſtle 
in his Divine Diſputation againſt Infi- 
dels, proves ina moſt convincing man- 
ner ; Thas Fool, that which thou ſoweſt, 
* n0t quickned except it die. As the rot- 
ting of the Corn in the Earth 1s ne- 
ceſlary to the reviving and ſpringing of 
it up : ſo we muſt die, and the Image 
of the Earthly Adam be aboliſh'd, that 
we may be transformed into the Image 
of the Heavenly One. 

And to the other part” of the Queſti- 
on, Why the Saints remaia inthe ſtate 
of Death for a time? there is a clear 
I g | Anſwer, 


; themthan to God himſelf, but as one dy. 
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Anſwer. The ReſurreQtion of the 
Saints is delayed till Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment, partly for the Glory of his 
Appearance : For what an admirable 
Sight will it be, that the Saints of all 
Ages ſhall at once ariſe glorified and 
immortalized to attend upon our Savi- 
our in the laſt A of his Regal Office, 
and then to make a triumphant Entry 
with him into Heaven: And partly, 
that the eſtabliſh'd order of Providence 


* may not be diſturbed: for the_changing 
> of our Nature into Glory, in a fuddain 


and inexplicable manner, cannot be 


= without miraculous Power; and ifeve- 
= ry Believer | ue qoar after Death, were 
> inhis glori 


<q Body tranſlated, to Hea- 
ven, the Wortd would be always filled 
with Miracles, which were 'to ceaſe 
after the ſufficient Confirmation of the 
Goſpel by them. But how long ſoever 
the Interval be to 'the Refurrefion, it 


| ſhall be with them that ſleep in Jeſus, as 
"tis with thoſe that awake out of a quier 


natural Sleep, to whom the longeſt 
Night ſeems but as a Moment: ſo 
when the Saints firſt awake from Death, 
in the great Morning of the World,'a 
thouſand Years will ſeem no more to 
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I now come to prove the third thing, 
That our Saviour will aboliſh the Do- 
minion of Death over the Saints. 


Whilſt the Bodies of the Saints re- 


main in the Grave, they ſcem to be 2b- 
ſolutely under the Power of Death. 
The World: is a Golgothe, filPd with 
the Monuments of its Victories. And 
it may be ſaid to this our laſt Enemy, 
in the Words of the Prophet to the 


blood K10g, Haſt thou killed, and t4kew © 


+ on ? But we are aſſur'd by an in- 
allible Word, that the Power of Death 


ſhall be aboliſh'd, and the Bodies of the |; 


Saints be reviv'd incorruptible and im- 
mortal, | FL 

The Reſurreftion is a Terra incognite 
tothe wiſeſt Heathens ; a Dodtrine pe- 
culiar to the Goſpel: ſome Glimmer- 


ings they had of the Soul's Immortali- }; 


ty, without which all Vertue had been 
extinguiſh'd in the World, but no cpn- 
zeture of the reyiving of the Body. 
But Reaſon aſſiſts Faith jn this point, 
both as to the Will of God, and his 
Power for the performing it. I will 
glance upon the natural Reaſons that 
induce the conſidering Mind to re- 
ceive this DoQrine, and more large- 
ly ſhew how the Reſarrettion of the 
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Juſt is aſſured by our Redeemer. 

" 1. The Divine Laws are the Rule 
of Duty to the entire Man, and not to 
the Soul only : and they are obeyed or 
violated by the Soul and Body in Con- 
juntion. Therefore there muſt be a . 
Refarreftion of the Body, that the en- 
tire Perſon may be capable of Recom- 
pences in Judgment. The Soul de- 
ſigns, the Body executes : the Senſes 
are the open Ports to admit Temptati- 
ons. Carnal AﬀeQtions deprave the 
Soul, corrupt the Mind, and miſlead 
it. The Love of Sin is founded in bo- 
no jugundo, in ſenſible Pleaſures: and 
the Members are the Servants of Iniquity. 


'The Heart is the Fountain of Prophane- 


neſs, and the Tongueexpreſſes it. And 
the Body is obſcequious to the Holy Soul 
in doing or ſuffering for God ; and de- 
nies "rs ſenſual Appetites and SatisfaCti- 
ons in Compliance with Reaſon and 
Grace, The Members are the Inſtru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs. It follows 
then there will be an univerſal Reſur- 
reftion, that the rewarding Goodneſs 
of God may appear in making the Bo- 
dies of his Servants gloriouſly happy 
with their Souls, and their Souls comy 
pleatly happy in Union with their =” 

ies, 
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dies, to which they have a natural In», 


clination, and his revenging Juſtice be 
manifeſt in puniſhing the Bodies of the 
Wicked with eternal Torments an- 
ſwerable to their Guilt. 

And of the Poſſibility of the Reſur- 
reftion, the circular and continual Pro- 
duftion of things in the World, is a 
clear Demonſtration of the Power of 
God for that effect. There is a pregnant 
Inſtance that our Saviour and the Apo- 
ftle made uſe of as an Image of the 
Reſurre&ion : A Grain of Corn ſowed 
in the Earth, corrupts and dies, and af- 
ter ſprings up entire: its Death is a 


' diſpoſition to Life. The Eflays of 


God's Power in the Works of returnin 

Nature, Flowers and Fruits in their 
ſeaſon, inſtruct us how eaſily he can 
make thoſe that are in the Duſt to a- 
wake to Life. If the Art of Man, 
whoſe Power and Skill are very nar- 
row and limited, can refine Gold and 
Silver to ſuch a Luſter, as if their mat- 
ter were not * Earth digged out of the 


T::4 Mines : If from black Cinders it can 


mate it with a glorious Life ? Death 


Eater hs. 
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that diſſolves our vital Frame, does not 
aboliſh the matter of our Bodies : and 
though *tis corrupted and changed by a 
thouſand accidents, yet 'tis unperiſh- 
ing ; and under whatſoever Colours 
and Figures it appears, God perfealy 
diſcerns, and will ſeparate it for its 
proper uſe. 

More particularly, I will ſhew how 
the ReſurreCtion of Chriſt is an aſſu- 
rance of the Reſurre&ion of Believers 
to Glory. As our Surety he was under 
the arreſt of Death ; it becoming the 
holy Majeſty of God, and conducing 
to the ends of his Government, not to 
derogate from the dignity of his Law, 
but to lay the penalty upon his Son, 
who interpoſed for us. Now having 
finiſh'd the Work of our Redemption 
by his Sufferiongs, his ReſurreQtion was 
the juſt conſequent of his Paſſion. And 
"tis obſervable that his Reſurre&tion, tho 


oneentire A, is aſcribed as to himſelf, rom. x. 15. 


{o to his Father, by whoſe conſent and - 
concurrence he roſe again. Therefore 


'tis ſaid, Whom God raiſed 2 having as & 24; 


fooſed the Pains of Death , fince it was 
imepoſſible he ſhould be holden by it. *T'was 
naturally impoſſible upon the account 


-of the Divine Power inherent in his 
Per- 
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Rom. 4- 


Heb. 13. 


* Qui ſbiipſe 


medicamen- 
rum. Cel, 


Perſon, and legally impoſſible; becauſe 
_ 7" required that he ſhould 


be raiſed to Life ; partly to vindicate his 
Innocence, for he was reputed, and 
ſuffered as a MalefaQtor, and princi- 
pally becauſe he had fully ſatisfied God, 
Accordingly the Apoſtle declares, he 
died for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification. Having paid our Debt, 
he was releas'd from the Grave, and 
the Diſcharge was moſt ſolemnly pub- 
liſh'd to the World, *Tis therefore 
ſaid, the God of Peace raiſed him from 
the Dead : the Att is molt congruouſly 
aſcribed unto God, inveſted with that 
Title, becauſe his Power was exerted 
in that glorious Work, after he was 
reconciled by the Blood of the Covenant. 
Briefly, Our Saviour's Victory over 
Death was obtained by dying, his Tri- 
umph by tiling again. He foil'd our 
common Enemy in his own Territories 
the Grave. His Death was a Counter» 
poiſon to Death it ſelf: as a bruiſed 
Scorpion is a * noble Antidote againſt 
its Venom, 

Indeed his Death is incomparably a 
greater Wonder than his RefurreQion, 
For "tis apparently more difficult that 
the Son of God, who originally _ 
cs 
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fes Immortality, ſhould die, than that 
the humane Body united to him, ſhould 
be raiſed to a glorious Life. Ir is more 
conceivable that God ſhould communi- 
cate to the humane Nature ſome of his 
Divine PerfeQions, Impaſſlibility, and 
Immortality, than that he ſhould ſub- 
mit to our loweſt Infirmities, Suffer- 
ings, and Death. | 

Now the ReſurreQtion of Chriſt is 
the argument and claim of our happy 
ReſurreQtion, For God choſe and ap- 
pointed him to be the Example and 
Principle from whom all Divine Bleſ- 
ſings ſhould be derived to us. Accord- 
ingly he tells his Diſciples in a fore-ci- 
ted Scripture, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall 
live alſo, Our Nature was rais'd in 
his Perſon, and in our Nature all Belie- 
vers: Therefore he is called the fir/t- 
fruits of them that ſleep ; becauſe as the 
firſt Fruits were a pledg and aſſurance 
of the following Harveſt ; and as from 
the condition of the firſt Fruits being 
offered to God, the whole Harveſt was 
entitled to a Corifecration ; ſo our Sa- 
viour's ReſurreQtion to the Life of Glo- 
ry is the earneſt and aſſurance of urs. 
He is called the firſt-born among the Dead, 
and owns the Race of departed Belic- 


vers 
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Epheſ. 2. 6. 


Exod, 1o. 26. 


Mat, 27. $2,53+ 


vers as his Brethren, who ſhall be re- 
ſtored to Life according to his Partern, 
He is the Head, Believers are bis Mem- 
bers, and therefore ſhall have Commu- 
nion with him in his Life. The effe&t 
is ſo infallible, that now they are ſaid 
to be raiſed up together, and made to ſit in 
heavenly Places in Chrift Jeſus. If his 
Victory over our Enemies had been im- 
perfe&t, and he had ſaved himſelf with 
difficulty and hazard, [as it were by Fire] 
in the Apoſtle's exprefſion, our Redem- 
tion had not been accompliſh'd : But 
his Paſſion was triumphant ; and is it 
conceivable, that he ſhould leave the 
Saints, his own by ſo many dear titles, / 
under the power of Death ? If Moſes, 
the Deliverer of Iſrael from the Tytan- 
ny of Pharaoh, would not ſuffer any 
thing of theirs, »of ax hoof to remain | 
in the Houſe of Bondage ; Will our 
at Redeemer be leſs perfe& in his 
ork ? Shall our laſt Enemy always 
detain his Spoils, our Bodies, in the 
Grave? This would refle& upon his 
Love and Power. *Tis recorded, to 
confitm out Hopes, how early his Pow- 
er was diſplayed in forcing the Grave 
to rekaſe its chained Caprives: And 
many Bodies of Saints which flept aroſe, 


and 
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* and came out of the Graves after his Re- 


ſurrettion, and went into the holy City, 
and appeared unto many. Wha; better 
Earneſt can we have, that the ſtrength 
of Deathis broken? From what he has 
done to what he 1s able to do, the Con- 
ſequence is clear. The Apolitle tells us, 


' He will raiſe our wile Bodies, and change 


them like unto his glorious Body, by that 
Power whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
things to himſelf. Our Redewprion will 


Phil. 3. i, 


then be compleat, and all the bitterneſs Rom. 8. 24:] 


of Death paſt. The Redemption of 
the Soul is accompliſh'd from Sin aad 
Miſery immediately after Death : bur 
the Redemption of the Budy is the laſt 
in order, and reſerved to crown our Fe- 
licity at the Great Day. Then Death 
ſhall be ſwallowed up in Vittory, aboliſh'd 
for ever. 

And O the joyful reunion of thoſe 
dear Relatives after ſuch a Divorce ! 
when the Body that was ſo long detain- 
ed in the loathſome Grave, ſhall be re- 
formed with all glorious Perfe&tions, 
and be a fit Inſtrument for the Soul, and 
partaker with it in conſummate Bleſ- 
{edneſs and Immortality. "Tis ſid, 
that thoſe that wear rich Clothing are 
in Kings Houſes : but what are all the 
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Mark 9. 


Robes of coſtly Folly wherein earthly 
Couttiers appear, to the Brightneſs and 
Beauty of the Spiritual Body where- 
with the Saints ſhall be clothed, to qua» 
lify them for the Preſence of the King 
of Kings, and to be in his Houſe for 
ever? But O the miſerable Condition 
of the Wicked in that Day ! | Death 
now breaks their Bodies and Souls into 
an irreconcileable Enmity, and how 
ſad will their Conjunion be! The 
Soul will accuſe the Body to have been 
Sin's Solicitor, continually tempting to 
Senſualities: and the Body will upbraid 
more than ever it allured the Soul, for 

its wicked Compliance : Then the Sin- | 
ner {hall be an entire Sacrifice burning, 
but never conſumed. Now from the 
aſlurance of a bleſſed ReſurreQtion by 
Chriſt, the forementioned Fear of 


+ Feelices errore ſuo quos 
| le rimorum 

| Maximus, haud urger leti 
| merus, inde ruendi 

In ferrrum mens prona vi- 


f Mortis, 8 ignavum redi- 
curz parcere Vit. 
Lacan, 


in es en a a nr OE === 


ris, animZq; capaces ' 


Death is conquered in Belie- 
vers. If the Doctrine of the 
T Tranſmigration of Souls in- 
to Bodies (the invention of 
Pythagoras) inſpired his Diſ- 
ciples with thar fiery vigour, 
as to encounter the moſt pre- 
ſent and apparent Dangers,be- 


ing fearleſs to part with the Lite that 
ſhould be reſtored ; how much more 


ſhould 
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ſhould a Chriſtian with a holy Confi- 
dence receive Death, knowing that the 
Life of his Body ſhall not be finally loſt, 
but renewed in a bleſſed Eternity ? 


The fourth General to be conſidered 
is, the Perſons that have an Intereſt in 
this blefled Privileds. 

This Inquiry is of infinite moment, 
both for the awakning of the Secure, 
who vainly preſume upon their Intereſt 
in the Salvation of the Goſpel, and for 
the confirming and encouraging the 
Saints, And we have an infallible rule 


of trial declared by St. Joh»; He that 1 John 5. is. 


hath the Son, hath Life; and he that 
hath not the Son, hath not Life. All the 
excellent and comfortable Benefrs pro- 
cur'd by our Saviour are communicated 
only ro thoſe who are united to, him. 
Particularly with reſpe& to the pre- 
ſent Subject : Juſtification, that great 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel, the compleat 
Pardon of Sins, that diſarms Death of 
its Sting, 15 not common to all that are 
Chriſtians in title, but is a Priviledg 


with a limitation ; There #' no Condem- Rom. 8. t. 


nation to thoſe that are in Chriit Feſu, 
vitally as their Head, from whom are 
derived ſpiritual Influences, and judici- 
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ally as their Advocate in Judgment ; 
and ſuch are deſcribed by this infallible 
Character, who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. The Bleſſedneſs 
after Death that is aſſured by a Voice 
from Heaven, is with this preciſe re- 
ſtriction, excluſive of all others : Bleſ- 
ſed are the Dead that die in the Lord; 
they reit from their Labours, and their 
Works follow them. The glorious Re- 
ſurreQion at the laſt Day, when the 
Bodies of the Saints that now reſt in 
Hope, {ſhall be incorruptible and im- 
mortal, is the conſequence of Union 
with him. Thus the Apoſtle declares ; 
As in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive. As all that were natu- 
rally in and from Adam, the corrupt 
Fountain of Mankind, are under the 
ſentence of Death ; ſo all that are in 
Chrizt the Head of the Regenerate, 
ſhall partake of his bleſſed Life. O- 


thers ſhall be raiſed by his Power, as 
their Judg, but not as their Head : 
rais'd to be more miſerable than Death 
can make them, not be transform'd in- 
to his glorious Reſemblance ; made ca» 
pable of ſuftering an ever-dying Death, 
not revived to eternal Life, 


Now 


CV 
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Now the Bond of our Union to 
Chriſt, is the Holy Spirit derived from 
him, as the Head of the Church, and 
is the inward, powerful and laſting 
Principle of Holineſs, and new Obedi- 


ence in Believers. He. that #s joined to 1 Cor. 6. 17. 


the Lord, i one Spirit : that 1s, by the 
Spirit of Holineſs has a real Participa- 


tion of his Life, is both quickzed and john 5. 36. 


united to him. When the Prophet El:- 


' ſba by the outward applying the parts 2 Kings 4- 34: 


of his Body to the dead Child, in- 
ſpir'd Lite into him, there was no real 
Union betweenthem : but Chriſt is by 
his Spirit ſo intimately uniced to Belie- 


vers, that he lives in them, and they in Gal, x. 26, 


bim. The ſanCtifying Spirit renews 
the directing and commanding Facul- 
ties, the Fountains of moral Actions ; 
enlightens the Underſtanding with fa- 
ving Knowledg, reCtifies the Obliquity 
of the Will, purifies the Aﬀe&tions, 
and reforms the Life ; ſo that the [ame 
Mind is in Chriſtians as was in Chriſt ; 
and as his Converſation was, ſuch i 
theirs in the World. This Divine 
Change 1snot wrought by natural Rea- 
{on, though aſfiſted by the moſt pow- 
erful Arguments. The Breath of a 
Man may as eaſily diſpel a Miſt, or 
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thaw a Froſt, as humane DireQions * 
and Motives to Vertue can renew the 
Mind and Heart, and produce a Holy 
frame of Soul towards God, Renew- 
ed Chriſtians are ſaid to be i» the Spirit, - 
Hiuminated, inclin'd and enabled by 
the Spiric to do God's Will; and the 
Spirit of God to dwell in them, by his 
peculiar and eminent Operations. They 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, 
An Angel may aſſume a Body, and at 
by it : but the humane Soul enlivens it, 
and performs ſenſible Operations by it, 
And ſuch a Principle is the Holy Spirit 
to the Soul, gives it ſpiritual Life, 
Activity and Power for good Works. 
By what Application of the Spirit's 
Power this 1s produc'd is myſterious 
and inexplicable : but as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of his Rapture into the third 
Heavens, that he knew it was real, and 
heard wnutterable things; though how 
it was performed, whether in the Body, 
or out of the Body, he could not tell : 
thus when a natural Man, the current 
of whoſe Thoughts and AﬀeCtions, 
was to the things of this World, be- 
comes ſpiritual, when the carnal Ap- 
petite is ſubdued, and fanCtified Rea- 
{on hasthe Throne, when he feels ſuch 

| {trong 
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ſtrong and ſweet Impullſives to Holi- 
neſs as engage the Will; when the 
Stream of his Deſires aſcend to the 
things above, and his Life becomes Ho- 
ly and Heavenly, he feels and knows 
this wonderful Change, though the 
manner how it was wrought he cannot 
tell. I will ſhew more fully this ſanQti- 
fying Work of the Spirit, that we may 
the better underſtand our State. 

The Spirit of God is denominated 


by various Titles, the Spirit of 1ruth, John1s, 25. 


the Spirit of Holineſs, the Comforter, 


and repreſented by various Types, by Rem. 1. 4 


an Ointment that clarifies the Eye to ſee 
things aright, by cleanſing refreſhing Wa- 
ter, by purifying refining Fire, corre- 
- "gx to his ſacred Operations in the 
Soul, 

As the Spirit of Truth, he illumi- 
nates the Underſtanding to ſee the Rea- 


lity and Excellency of ſupernatural 


and Heavenly things, of the great 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, of Eternal 
Glory; ſo that a Chriſtian in his 
moſt deliberate, folemn and compoſed 
Thoughts, in his exaCteſt Valuation 
infinitely prefers them before the gau- 
dy Vanities of this tranſient World. 
When the Eyes of the Mind are truly 
F 4 en- 
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enlightned, preſent things appear, or 
rather diſappear, as Shadows. 

As the Spirit of Holineſs he renews 

the Will and AfﬀeQtions, inſpires the 
Soul with Divine and unutterable Des 
fires after the Favour and Grace of 
God, and communicates {piritual Pow: 
er tor the Proſecution and obtaining 
thoſe Deſires. 
The Huly Spirit raiſes ſuch a Love 
to God, that habitually and ſtrongly 
inclines the Soul to obey his Com- 
mands, 

This is the moſt clear and eſſential 
Character of a Chriſtian, the ſpecial 
and moſt excellent Property of a Saint, 
upon which all other Holy Qualiftcatti- 
ons depend. As Reaſon is the firſt and 
chief Excellence of Man, from whence 
his other PerfeCtions are derived, that 
diſtinguiſh him from the Brutes, and 
give him a natural and regular Pree- 
minence and Dominion over them, ſo 
thar a Man is moſt properly detined a 
reaſonable Creature. Thus the Love 
of God is the moſt” Divine Grace, the 
true Form of Holineſs, the Root from 
whence all other Vertucs ſpring and 
flouriſh, and moſt peculiarly diſtin- 
e11h a Saint from unregenerate Men, 
; how- 
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however adorn'd and accompliſh'd; fo 
that a Saint is moſt properly defined to 
be a Lover of God. 

This is the Principle of true Holi- 
neſs inherent in the Soul, and ſhining 
in the Converſation, that diſtinguiſhes 
the Sincerity of a Saint from the Art of 
Hypocriſy, an affected Appearance of 
Religion for carnal ſordid reſpeRts: and 
from civil Vertue, that reſtrains from 
what is ignominious and diſgraceful to 
our Reputation, and makes. obnox1ous 
to Penalties of the Laws, and excites to 
praiſe-worthy ACtions, upon worldly 
Mortives : and from Philoſophical Mo- 
rality,- that forbids Vice as contrary to 
Reaſon, and commends Vertue as the 
chief Ornament and PerfeCtion of hu- 
mane Nature, without a Regard to 
pleaſe and glorify God. 

And Divine Love is the Principle of 
univerſal Holineſs, Love is called the 
fulfilling of the Law, as "tis a compre- 
henſive Grace, and as it draws forth all 
the ative Powers of the Soul to do 
God's Will in an exact manner. Uni- 
verſal Obedience is the Exerciſe of 
Love in various Inſtances. As the 
Spouſe in the Song of Solomon is tranl- 
form'd in divers Repreſentations ; ſome- 
t1MES 
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times as 4 Siſter, ſometimes as « War | 


riour, ſometimes as the Kyeper of a 
Vinezard, but ſhe always aQted as a 
Lover, and her chief buſineſs was to 
pleaſe her Beloved, This Allegorical 
Deſcription of the Church, ſignihes 
that when the Soul is inflamed with 
the Love of God, that AﬀeRion will 
be ative and diſcover it (elf in all it 
does or ſuffers in the Service of God. 
This will makea Chriſtian very deſfi- 
rous and diligent to pleaſe God in all 
things, and careful not to di'pleaſe 
him 1n any thing ; for that is the inſe- 
parable Effe&t of Love. The Felicity 
of the natural remper, and the force of 
Education, may cauſe a loathing of 
ſome Evils, and diſpoſe to ſome good 
Works, but with a reſerved delight in 
other Sins, and a ſecret Exception a- 
gainſt other Duties. Servile Fear is a 
partial Principle, and cauſes an une- 
qual refþeft to the Divine Precepts : it 
reſtrains from Sins of greater Guilt, at 
which Conſcience takes fire: it urges 
to ſome Duties, the negleR of which 
cauſes Difquiet : but the Love of God 
caufes the Hatred of Sin ; and there- 
fore *cis againſt all Sin, not only to 
prevent the Exerciſe of it, but to era- 

dicate 
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+ dicate it out of the Soul, All the fear- 


ful conſequences of $S;z do not render 
it ſo odious to a gracious Spirit, as its 
own proper Idea and intrinſick Evil, as 
'tis contrary to the holy Nature and 
Law of God. Love unites the Soul to 
God, and turns the Thoughts continu- 
ally ro him : and the lively ſenſe of his 
Majeſty and Preſence, who is ſo pure 
that he cannot behold Iniquity, cauſes 
an averſion from all that is diſpleaſing 
to his Divine Eyes. And from hence 
it is that a zealous Lover of God is fre- 
quent and ſtrift in reviewing his Heart 
and Ways, and upon the diſcovery of 
ſinful failings, renews his Repenrance, 
which is the exerciſe of Grief and 
Love, and renews his purpoſes of more 
care and circumſpeCtion for the future. 
Love aſpires to be like God in all poſſh- 
ble degrees of Purity : for it inflames 
our Deſires after his Favour, as that 
which is better than Life, and all the 
ſweeteſt enjoyments of it, and Holineſs 
is the powerful attrative of God's de- 
lightful Love to us. 

Love 1s the Principle of free, inge- 
nuous, and j-yful Obedience, *T'was 
our Saviour's Meat and Drink to do the 
W1ll of his Father. For Love is the 
foun- 
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fountain of Pleaſure, it moves the Soul 
with Elc&ion and Liberty, and makes 
every thing grateful that proceeds from 
it, Therefore the Apoſtle declares, 
that the Law « not made for a righte%u 
Mans ; that is, as it is enforc'd by terri- 
ble penalties, to conltrain rebellious 
Sinners to Obedience : for Love 1s an 
irfternal living Law in the Heart, and 
has an Imperial Power over his Actions. 
And this alſo diſtinguiſhes the renovati- 
on of one ſanftified by the Spirit, from 
the imperfect Change that is made in 
the Unregenerate. They may ſtop the 
eruption of corrupt Nature, but are 
Swine that being waſh'd, have an inclina- 
tion to wallow in the Mire : they may by 
ſtrong impreſſions of Fear be urged to 
do many good things ; but in this they 
are like a Bowl that is thrown with 
ſuch violence, as controuls the drawing 
of the Bias, and makes it run contrary 
to it. Bur Love enclines the Soul to 
obey the holy Motions of the Spirit 
with facility : as the Wheels in Ezeki- 
ePs Viſion turned every way with readi- 
neſs,. as the Spirit moved them. 

And with holy Love there is a ſpi- 
ritual Power communicated, that both 
the natural averſeneſs and impotence 

to 
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to what is good may be healed. By 
the virtue of the ſanQtifying Spirit, the 
Soul that was dead, abſolutely unable 
to perform ſpiritual and ſupernatural 
Ads, &« revived to a kind of Omnipo- 
tence, it can do all things, required by 
the Evangelical Covenant, by the new 


' Law thar is in the hands of our merci- 


ful Mediator for Salvation. *Tis true, 
there are relicks of Sin in the belt, and 
the Fleſh and Spirit are repugnant Prin- 
ciples warring againſt one another : 
but the holy Spirit will make no capi- 
tulation or compoſition with Sin, but 
is {0 predominant, that Sin is gradually 
ſubdued, and does not fo freely and 
frequently break forth, as it does from 
the unrenewed. By the acceſſion of his 
Strength we are enabled to mortify the 
Deeds of the Body, to crucify the Fleſh 
with the Aﬀettions and Luit thereof : 
And to pertorm holy Duties with free- 
dom, alacrity and zeal, in ſuch a man- 
ner as 15 acceptable to God, In ſhort, 
ſaving Grace is diſtinguiſh'd from that 
which is common to the Unregenerate, 
by its prevalency and conſtancy. There 
may be a declination.in the Saints tend- 
ing to a downfal ; but the Seed of God, 
that ſupernatural Grace that remains in 
them, 
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them, will by the Power of the holy 
Spirit recover the Supremacy. Others 
may be enlightned, and feel ſome good 
Motions, and tranſient Touches ; as 
Saul had his rapture among the Pro- 


and perſeveringly converted to God ; 
they are not proof againſt the allure- 
ments or Terrors of the World. They 
make a fair Profeſſion till they are tried 
by Temptations. - Congealed drops of ' 
Water appear like folid Chryſtal, till 
the warm beams of the Sun diſſolve 
them, and diſcover the hypocriſy of the 
Chryſtal. Falſe Jewels may ſeem to 
have the luſtre of Diamonds, till they 
are broke by a fall, and diſcovered to . 
be Glaſs. Thus the Riches, the Ho- 
nours and Pleaſures of the Fleſh melt 
ſome, and temporal Evils break the 
Reſolutions of others, and make it evi- 
dent they were not ſincere Converts. 
But where the holy Spirit ſavingly 
works, he is ſaid to dwell: he is not 
like a Paſſenger, or a Tenant at will, 
that neglets the Houſe, and ſuffers it 
to fall into ruine, but as the Proprietary 
and Owner he keeps perpetual reſidence 
in true Chriſtians, and by his continual 
Influence preſervesthem from final Apo- 
ſtacy. Now 
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Now from hence we may judg whe- 
ther we have an Intereſt in Chriſt and 
his Benefits. For the Apoſtle clearly 
tells us, That if any Man have not the 
Spirit of Chriit, he i none of his. By 
this ſacred Signature, we are appropri- 
ated to Chriſt, and viſibly diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the World. For though the ſc- 
cret and pure Influences of the Spirit 
in the Soul are only known to the Per- 
ſon that feels them, yet his aQtive In- 
ſpirationsare declarative of his Preſence 
and Power in the outward Converſati- 
on. Asthe Wind that isof ſo thin and 
ſubtil a nature that *tis inviſible in it 
ſelf, but we certainly know from what 
Point it blows by the courſe and way 
that the Ship makes : thus the Spirit 
of God, who is compared to the Wind, 
is diſcovered by an infallible Indicati- 
on, his Fruits and Effects in a holy Life. 
And thoſe who have communion with 
Chriſt by his Spirit, have a ſhare in his 
ViQtories, and may with confidence 
meet the laſt Enemy, Death : For we 
are aſſured, If the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in ws, 
he that raiſed up Chriit from the. dead 
ſhall alſo quicken our mortal Bodies, by the 
Spirit that awelleth in ws. 
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A preparative conformity to Chriſt F 
in Grace, will be followed with a con- 
ſummate in Glory. But thoſe who ne- 
ver felt the ſanCtifying efficacy of the 
Spirit in their Hearts and Lives, though 
they are Chriſtians in profeſſion, yer 
they have no other Union with Chriſt, 
than a dead Branch with a Tree that 
receives no ſap and virtue from it; or 
an artificial Member joined to the Bo- 
dy, that may have the outward clothing 


and ornaments proper to that part, but * 
derives no Life and Senſe from it. Who- © 


ever ts in Chriit is a new Creature. And © 


only thoſe who partake in the firit Reſur- | 


reftion from Sin, ſhall be exempted from |. 


the Power of the ſecond Death, and up- ' 
on juſt grounds are freed from the Ter- 
rors of the firſt; 


To ap ly this Point, let us, 

1. Conlider our dear Obligations to 
our blefſed Saviour, who to free us 
from the ſting and enſlaving fear of 
Death, ſubmitted to it with all its 
Terrors from God and wicked Men. 


He felt a Sadneſs to an Agony in his 


Soul, and ſuffered the equal extremities 
of Ignominy and Torment in his Body. 
The Favour of God was —_—_ 

ron 
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from him, that it may ſhine upon us in 
that gloomy hour.. And all histerrible 
Sufferings, though foreknown by his 
enlightned Mind, could not weaken 
his determined Will to undergo them 
for us: But when Peter regarded wich 
4 more tender eye his Life than our Sal- 
vation, he was repelV'd with indigna- 
tion : Unparallel'd Love ! no leſs than 
Divine, tranſcending all the Inſtances 
of humane AfﬀeQtion. The higheſt 
kind and exceſs of Love amongſt Men 
is to die for another, and the higheſt 
degree in that kind is to die to fave an 
Enemy; and of this our Saviour is the 
ſingular Example: Love incomprehen- 
ſible ! it paſſes knowledg, and all under- 
ſtanding but his who exprelſs'd it. His 
Love was equal to the heighth of his 
Glory from whence he deſcended, and 
the depth of his Sufferings that he ſu- 
ſtained in our ſtead. By waſhing us 
from our Sins in his Blood, he makes us 
Kings, dignifies us with ſpiritual Sove- 
raignty over-not only defiling, but di- 
ſturbing Paſſions. The treeſt and moſt 
confident Sinner in the World, that re- 
bels againſt the Divine Laws without 
reſtraint, is a Slave not only under the 
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homineſque 
vinxiſtis, 
Plin. lib. 2. 


MaSti ingenio - 
eſte Ceelimter- celebrates the Aſtronomers, who diſco- 
preies, rerum- 
que naturZ Ca- 
paces, Argu- the Sun and Moon, and freed the 
ment] reperto- 
res, quo Deos 


Chains of his imperious Luſts, but in : 
that he is liable to the ſcourgings of ' 
Conſcience when ever awaken'd, and 
to the ſervile fear of Death every day, 
But the ſincere Chriſtian has a clear and 
ſweet Peace, a bleſſed Tranquillity, 
from the tormenting apprehenſions and 
tears of Death, that are the juſt conſe- 
quents of Guilt. 

One of the ancient Romans highly * 


ver'd the true Cauſes of the Ecliples of * 


World from the double darkneſs of Ig- 
norance and Fear ; for before that Dil- 
covery, Men believed the obſcuring of 

thoſe great Lights were the fainting ' 
fits of Nature, and mortal Symptoms 
threatning an univerſal Calamity, But 
what Praiſe and Ble(ſing is due to our 
Saviour, who hath given us infallible 
aſſurance that the Death of the Righte. 
Ous 15 not, as the Heathen World ima- 
gin'd, an irreparable loſs of Life, but 
a {Fort eclipling of this low and mean 
T.1ght that iscommon to ſenlitive Crea- 
tures, to be reſtored more excellent 
and permanent in Heaven; where thoſe 
Stars [hine in the Divine Preſence for 
ever * 


| ever? Thanks be to God which gives us 
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the Vittory through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
This ſhould render him infinitely pre- 
ciows to 5, and inflame our Hearts with 
Deſires equal to our Obligations to ſerve 
him. 

2. Letus make it the main Buſineſs 
of our Lives to remove from our Souls 


' the juſt Fears of Death. *'Tis one of 


the ſolemn Follies of the World to fear 
where there is no cauſe : As if a Senti- 
nel ſhould miſtake Gloworms in the 
Night for lighted Matches, and give a 
falſe Alarm : but *tis a worſe Folly, 
though pleaſing, not to fear when 
there is the greateſt Reaſon to excite it; 
And *tis ſo in'the preſent Caſe : for the 
moſt are without the Fear of Death, 
that ſhould make them ſerious in pre- 
paring for it: nay, to maintain their 
Security, areas unwilling to hear Con- 
ſcience declare the Wretchedpeſs of their 
Condition with reſpe&t to Eterni- 
ty, as Ahab was the Prophet Mzrcati- 
- who always foretold evil things to 
im. 

"Twas the chief Deſign of the Phi- 
loſophers, by Principles of Reaſon to 
fortify themſelves againſt all frightful 
Accidents, and with a maſculine Mind, 
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* Felix qui poruit re- 
rum cognolſcere cauſas ; 

Arque merus mortts & 
inexorabile farum 

Subjecir pedibus. 


ARs 20. 21. 


withan Heart ardent,and with 
generous Spirits to * encoun- 
ter this inevitable Evil. When 
one of them was threatned 
by the Emperor Antigonu 
with preſent Death, he bold- 
ly replied, Threaten this to your diflo- 
lute Courtiers that are -ſotrned and 
melted by ſenſual Plcaſures, andeaſily 
receptive of terrible Impreſſions, nor 
roa Philoſopher to whom Death is con- 
temptible in any Appearance. This 
was a piece of affeAted Bravery ; tor 
Pagan Philoſophy could never turniſh 
them with Armor of Proof againſt the 
Dart of our laſt Enemy. But the 
Goſpel aſſuring us that Death is an En- 
trance into Immortality, makes that 
tobe the Reality of a Chriſtian, that 
wasa vain boaſt of the Philoſophers. 

Now that we may be eſtabliſh'd in 
that bleſſed Tranquillity that Death 
cannot diſcompole, the following Di- 
rections are inhnitely uſeful, 

1. We muſt give all Diligence to be 
in a State of Reconciliation with God. 
The things requilit to that are, as the 
Apoſtle declares, Repentance towards 
God, and Faith in the Lord Teſws Chriſt. 
Repentance includes a Godly _ 
or 


Virgil. 


% 


of DeaTtu 


# for Sins paſt, with a Deteſtarion .and 
- = forſaking them ſincerely, without Hy- 
n # pocriſy, and entirely, without Partia- 
d * lity in the Heart and Converſation. 
y © ?Tiscall'd Repentance from dead Works : ne). 6. r. 
b the proper Name of our. Sins, that de- 
f ſerve Eternal Death. By Repentance 
| we return to Obedience that is due to 
7 God our Maker and Lawgiver. Faith 
reſpets the Redeemer, who by his 
Blood ſhed on the Croſs, and pleaded 
in Heaven, reconciles God to penitent 
Sinners. The- Belief of .his merciful 
and powerful Mediation, tur our Ac- 
ceptance and Pardon, Works by Love, , cg. ;. r4, 
and conſtrains us to dedicate our elves 
in a devoted Propriety to Is Glory 
and Service, and' to live according to 
that Dedication, Theſe two: are ab» 
ſolutely neceſlary to the vital and falvi- 
fical State of a Chriſtian. And as ſoon 
as a Perſon ſincerely repents and be- 
lieves, he is juſtified before God ; and, 
if he dies, will certainly obtain eternal 
Glory. This ſhould be the early and 
moſt ſpeedy Work of our Lives : for the 
Delay of Repentance, and Negle& of 
ſecuring the Favour of God, arms 
Death with more Stings and Terrors. 
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The infinite Danger of this I will | 
unfold, to awaken the Careleſs and Se. # 
cure. | 
The Devil's a Sophiſter in PerfeQt- ' 
on, and his ordinary and ſucceſsful Ar- 
tifice to elude the force of preſent Con. * 
viction,and wrap Men in Sin and Dam- 
nation, 1s to induce them to delay the 
great Work of the Soul till afterward, 
He is not ſo fooliſh to tell rhem, as he 
did our firſt Parents, Te ſhall not die, for 
the Temptation is ſo palpable, that it - 
could deceive none. Though the Evi- 
dence and Certainty of ſupernatural 
Truths, that: diſturb the Security of 
Sinners, is ſomerimes obſcur'd by af- 
fected Doubts, yet there 'is no Artifice 
that can reſfiſtthe full and ſtrong Con- | 
viction in Men, that Death is inevita- 
ble, Thongh Nature recoils from it 
with Abhorrence, yetthis ſad Truth is 
{o viſible, that it forces an Aﬀent from 
all. Thoſe who are titular Gods, the 
greateſt Princes, are nor fo-vain asto 
pretend toan Exemprion' by Priviledg 
from that fatal Neceſſity ; they cannor 
fancy to be imbalm'd' alive, and that 
Nature may be made incorryptible by 
Art : The Palace is as- near the Grave 
as the Cottage : therefore the m_ 

che- 
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cheriſhes in Men fond hopes of a long 
Life : As ſome oprick Glaſſes deceive 
the Sight, and make a ſuperficial Re- 
preſentation in Colours on a Wall but 
two or three Steps diſtant, appear a 
long deep Gallery, Thus the Temp- 
ter by a dangerous Deceit preſents to 
the Imagination the fatal term at a 
great Diſtance; and fince he cannot 
leſſen the Certainty of Death in Mens 
Belief, he removes the Image of it out 
of their Memories, to weaken the Im- 
preſſion that it-is capable to make on 
their AﬀeCtions : they dare not ven- 
ture to die, as they live, careleſs of 
Salvation, and unprepared for their 
Accounts with God ; therefore they 
ſuſpend the Workings of Conſcience 
by a ſeeming Compliance ; they re- 
ſolve at random ro convert and reform 
hereafter, but will not determine at 
preſent to forſake their Sins. The 
Tempter infinuates, there will be a 
long Interval between the preſent time 
and the laſt hour, that ſhall decide 
their State for ever; that it will be a 
convenient ſcafon to prepare for the 
other World when they have done 
with this ; as if Repentance were belt 
at laſt, when there are no Temptations, 
G 4 and 
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and therefore no Dan nge of retrating 
it. And the Heart of Man 1s a great 
Flatterer, yery ſubtile to deceive and 
ruin him with vain Reſolutions of a 
devour Retirement, arid becoming ſe- 
riouſly religious hereafter ; ; and thus by 
an eaſy Permiſſion he gratifies the pre- 
ſent Deſires of the Fleſh, and goes in a 
Circuit from one Vanity to another, 
till Death ſurprize the Preſumer, "Tis 
very applicable to this purpoſe,”-what ? 
is related of Alceus the Poet, who 
from every ſeaſon of the Year, took 
Arguments to give a new Title to his 
Intemperance ; The Spring he ſaid, 
required liberal drinking in Sign of Joy Z 
for the Renovation of Nature; the * 
Summer to temper our Heat,and refreſh 
our Thirſt ; *rwas due to Autumn that 
is dedicated to the Vintage z and Win- 
ter required it to expel the cold, that 
would congeal the Blood and Spirits. 
Thus he pleaded for the Allowance of 
his Exceſs. And ſo Men in the ſeve- 
ral Ages of Lite, (that are correſpon= 
dent to the Seaſons of the Year) frame 
ſome Excuſes to delay Repentance, and 
give ſome colour to their Rebellion 
againſt God, who commands us to hear 
1s Youre to Day, obedicntly and im- 
mediately, 
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mediately, upon no leſs Penalty than 
being excluded from his bleſſed Reft 
for ever: Yet the ſelf-deceiving Sin- 
ner preaches another Goſpel ro' him- 
ſelf, and thinks the Vanities of Child- 


hood, the Pleaſures of Youth, the Bu- poreſtatis im- 
ſineſs of Middle-Age, and the Infir- p=i9,, <canco 


mity of Old Age, are plauſible Pre- 
tences to put off the ſerious Work of 
Repentance: O that ſuch would duly 
conſider the deſperate Uncertainty up- 
on which Men build their Hopes of a 
future Repentance, and Divine Accep- 
tance. 

1. Mendelay Repentance upon the 
Preſumption of a long Life : But what 
is more uncertain ? Tis the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God to conceal in his 
impenetrable Counſels the time of our 
Sojourning here : For if- Men, though 
liable to Death every hour, and there- 
fore ſhould be under juſt Fear, leſt ic 
ſurprize them unprepar'd, yet againft 
{o ſtrong a Curb, run with that exorbi- 
tant vehemence after the preſent World; 
how much more licentious would they 
be, if ſecured from ſudden Death ? 
But none can promiſe to himſelf one 
Day. Death comes not according to 
the order of Nature, but the poo 

h "EP 


Of DEartH. 


Emmy 


of God. How many in the Flower of | 
their Youth and Strength thought 


themſelves at as great a Diſtance from 
Death, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
when there was not the ſpace of an 
Hour between them and Death, be- 
tween them and Hell? The Lamp ſud- 
denly expires by a Blaſt of Wind, when 
there is plenty of Oil to feed it. The 
rich Man pleaſed himſelf with Deſigns 
of ſenſual Enjoyments for many years, 
yet did not ſee the dawning of the next 
Morning : Thou Fool, this Night 
ſball thy Soul be required of thee. "This 
Sentence 1s pronounced in Heaven 
againſt thouſands that are now alive, 
converſant in the Vanities and Buſineſs 
of the World, Eating and Drinking, 
Playing and Trading, and all uncon- 
cerned as to dying, yet ſhall breath 
their laſt before to Morrow, and their 
unwilling Souls be rent from the Em- 
braces of their Bodies. In various man- 
ners Men die from inward and out- 
ward cauſes; an Afoplexy, an Im- 
poſthume, a Flux of Rhume ſtopping 
Reſpiration, kills the Body without any 
prelaging Signs of Death: As if the 

oof and all the Chambers ſhould fall 
within the Houſe, while the Walls 
are 
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are ſtanding entire: And how many 
unforeſeen Accidens, and therefore in- 
evitable, puta ſudden Period to Life ? 
Is it not our trueſt Wiſdom by an early 
Repentance to prepare for Death, when 
the Seaſon is certainly ſhort, and but 
uncertainly continued, and the Omiſh- 
on is irreparable ? 

2. Suppoſe Life be continued, yet 
Sinners that delay. Repentance, can 
have no rational hopes that they ſhall 
ſincerely repent in time tocome. For, 

if, Saving Repengance is the Gift 
of God: and is it likely that thoſe 
who have been inſenfible . of the 
loud and earneſt Calls of the Word, 
inflexible to the gracious Methods 
of his Providence leading them to 
Repentance, ſhould at laſt obtain 
Converting Grace? The Gales of the 
Spirit are very tranſient and blow 
where he pleaſes; and can it be ex- 
pected that thoſe who have wilfully 
and ,often reſiſted him, ſhould by an 
exuberant Favour receive afterwards 
more powerful Grace, to .over-rule 
their ſtubbora Wills, and make them 
obedient ? To expect Divine Grace and 
tlie powerful 'Workings of the Spirit, 
aſter long reſiſting his Holy Excitati- 
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ons, is both unreaſonable and unre- | 
vealed. *Tis written as with a Sun- F 
beam, that God will graciouſly pardon 
| repenting Sinners that reform their 
Il Lives, but *tis no-where promiſed that 
ll wNemoergoſi. © Will give Saving-Repentance to 
| bi promirtar, thoſe who ſecurely continue in Sin, 
I! ezodevangele na corrupt Confidence they will re- 
| um non pro- . 
| mitric. pent at laſt, Our Saviour threatens to 
| A's: him that negletts the improving the *: 
Grace that is offer'd, That which he hath | 
| ſhall be taken away : Yet Men unwilling 7 
at preſent to forſake their Sins of Plea- © 
| ſure and Profit, Vainly hope they ſhall 
I obtain Grace hereafter, without any 
ill Promiſe from God, and againſt the Te- © 
| nor of his Threatnings. God has | 
| 
' 


threatned that his Spirit ſhall not always 
ſtrive with rebellious Sinners, and then 
their State is remedileſs. This may be 
the caſe of many in* this Life, who 
are inſenſible of their Miſery. As con- 
Til ſumptive Perſons decline by degrees, 

loſe their Appetite, Colour, and 
Strength, till at laſt they are hopeleſs : 
So the Withdrawings of the Spirit are 
gradual, his Motions are not > ſtrong 
nor frequent ; and upon the continued 
Provocations of the Diſobedient, final- 
ly leaves them under that moſt fearful 
| _» doom, 
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doom, He that i filthy, let him be filth 
fill; He that is unrighteous, let him be 
unrighteow ſtill : and thus puniſhes 
them on this ſide Hell, as he does the 
Damned, by giving them over to Sin. 
"Tis a bloody Adventure for Men to in- 
dulge their carnal Appetites, as if they 
had infallible Aflurance that they ſhould 
not die in an impenitent State, The 
Delayer does not regularly truſt, but 
tempt God. 

2aly. Suppoſe the Holy Spirit be not 
totally withdrawn, yet by every Day's 
Continuance in Sin, the Heart 1s more 
hardned againſt the Impreſſions of 
Grace, more averſe from returning to 
God, and Repentance more diffculr 
and hazardous. The laſt guilty Dil- 
poſition that ſeals up the Damnation of 
Sinners 15 Impenitence. Now he that 
delays the returning to his Duty, ſhall 
have more cauſe to repent hereafter, 
but lels Will and Power ; for Sin re- 
peated, makes him more uncapable of 
Repentance, and that which is Indiſ- 
poſition, will become Averſeneſs and 
Obſtinacy. The Heart with Difficul- 
ty changes its laſt End. AXftions may 
be ſuddenly chang'd, when there is a 
Diſability to perform them ; but the _ 
war 
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ward Inclinations to Sin,without luper- þ 
natural renewing Grace, remain. "Tis & 
therefore the Subtilty of the old Serpent 

to make the Entrance of Sin eaſy : for 
he knows that Cuſtom is a ſecond Na- 
ture, and has a mighty Power in us : 
Can an Ethiopian change his Skin, or the 
Leopard change his Spots ? then may you _ 


who are accuſtomed to ao Evil, do good. 


If Sin in it$ Infancy can make ſuch Re- L 
ſiſtance, that the Spirit of Grace is foil'd 


in his Motions to reſcue the Soul from # 
its Bondage, how much more when*tis © 


rown intoa confirm'd Habit ? There- 
ore the Apoſtle urges ſo zealouſly ; To 
Day if you will hear his Voice, harden not 
your Hearts, leſt any be haraned through 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 

3. How uncertain is it whether God 
will accept the Addrefles of ſuch at 
laſt? We are commanded, Seek the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near. The Limitation im- 
plies, if the Seaſon be neglefted, he 
will hide his Face for ever, Now in 
cales of great Moment and Hazard, 
what Diligence, what Caution ſhould 
be uſed? 

1/#, Conſider how derogatory it 1s 
to his Majeſty, to offer to him the 
Dregs 
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Dregs of our Age, the Reliques of a 
licentious careleſs Life, ſpent in the 


Works of Vanity. Is this zo give Glo- fer. 13. 16. 


ry to God ? Contempt provokes Superi- 
ours as much as aCtual Injurics: How 
vilifying1s it of his excellent Greatneſs, 
that Men laviſhly waſte the beſt of their 
Time and Strength upon their Luſts, 
and when through Weakneſs of Age, 
or the Violence of a Diſeaſe, they can 
no more do the Atts of Sin, nor reliſh 
the Pleaſures of Sin; to. preſume that 
God will upon their Prayers forgive 
their Sins ſo long indulg'd, and of ſuch 
violent Provocations, and receive them 
into his Kingdom, as if he could not 
be happy without them, and it were 
his Intereſt to receive them? God has 
laid his Exceptions againſt ſuch Ad- 
dreſfles: He may juſtly ſtand upon his 
Greatneſs and Honour: If ye offer the 
Blind for a Sacrifice, i it not evil ? And 
if ye offer the Lame ana Sick, us it not 
evil ? Offer it now to thy Governour, will 
he be pleaſed with it, to accept thy Perſon, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? As the Lord 
upbraids the Jews tor their black In- 
gratitude 1n barginning for thirty 
pieces of Silver, to have him betrayed 
iO their Malice; 4 goodly Price that 1 
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was prized at of them. So when there © 
is an univerſal Proftration of all the * 
| Powers and Faculties, when' the Spi- 
li rits are damp'd, the vital Heat is 


[| . Check'd, and the function of the ſenſes 
[| is obſtructed; then to ſeek.to God for | 
[| Mercy, and to make fair Promiſes of 
| Obedience, he may juſtly reproach 
the Preſumer, 4 goodly time you have a- 
lotted for me ! Your Youthand Strength, 
the Golden Age of Life, has been watted 
on your Lults, and in the Buſineſs of 
the World; and the wretched re- © 
mains you think worthy of my Ac- 
ceptance. 
2aly. Conſider what Sincerity or | 
moral Valueis in Religton.that meerly | 
proceeds from bitter Conſtraint ? *Tis 
a Rule in Law, Falſum eft eam peperiſſe, * 
8 cut mortue filius extrattus eſt : "Tis not |. 
| | a natnral Birth when the Child is ex. : 
trated from the dead Mother : "Tis 
not genuine Piety that is extorted by | 
the rack, whilſt the Heart full of Re- 
Intancy does not truly conſent : Pure 
Religion flows uncompell'd from Love 
to God ; *tis the Dregs that come forth | 
with preſſing. *Tis obſerv'd of the \ 
Plal 58. 34, 36. 1/raclites, that when God flew them, they 
ought him, and returntd apd enquired 
earth 
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” early after God. But *tis added, Never- 
* theleſs they did flatter him. with their 


Mowrhs; and they lied to him with their 
Tougues ; for their Hearts were not right 
with him, neithtr were they ſtedfaFt in his 
Covenant, How often does Experi- 
ence convince us of the Inefficacy of 


: aSickbed-Repentance? How many that 


were very devout and mourntul with 
one Foot as it were 1n the Grave, and 
another in Hell, and were as a Brand 
pluck'd out of the Fire; yet when the 


:” Fear of Death is removed, all the Ter- 


rors of Conſcience, the religious Aﬀe- 
Etions that were felt and exprels'd by 
them, vaniſh as the Morning-Dew ? 
Now converting Grace is diſtinguiſh'd 
by its radication and efficacy, not only 
from the mere Pretences of thoſe who 
know their own Infincerity, but from 
the real Workings of Conſcience, and 
the imperfeCt Diſpoſitions to Good that 
areinthe Unrenewed. And thoſe Per- 
ſons who with the return of Health, 
have teturned to their Sins, if they had 
died with their religious Reſolutions, 
would have preſum'd, that their Repen- 
tance was unto Life, and of their Inte- 
reſt in the Divine Mercy, The Heart 

H is 


Of DeartH. 


Rom. 2. 


is deceitful above all things, and above © 


all things deceitful to it ſelf, Beſides, 
when Sinners are plunged in deep Di- 
ſtreſs, when the ſhadow of Death ſits 


plentiful effuſions of Tears defire God 
ro receive them to Heaven, not to ſee 
and praiſe his adorable Excellencies, not 
to pleaſe and glorify him for ever, but 


= their Eye-lids, they may with 


as a SanQuary from revenging Juſtice, | 


a Refuge from Hell. And will ſuch © 
Prayers prevail ? What {wells the Con. © 
fidence of Sinners, but unworthy No- *: 


tions of God, as if a forc'd and formal 
Confeſhon of their Sins could deceive * 


his all-diſcerning Eye ; and Deſires 
merely terminated on themſelves, were 
ſufficient to reconcile his offended Ma- 
_ a- 

3. There is nothing renders Men 
more unworthy of Mercy than conti- 


nuance in Sin, upon preſumption of * 
an eaſy Pardon at laſt. This is the ' 


moſt provoking Abule of his Goodneſs 
and Long-ſuffering, that ſhould lead them 
wnto Repentance. He canin the twink- 
ling of an eye, in the beating of a 
Pulſe cut off the Sinner : *tis as eaſy to 
his Power as to will it. And there is 

| no 
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no Conſideration ſhould be ſo melting 
and moving as his Clemency. We read 
of David, that he had more than once 
in his power Sal his unjuſt and cruel 
Enemy, yet ſpared him : the etfe& of 
it was, that Saul was ſoftened, and un- 
der ſuch compunCtion of Spirit, thar 
he wept, confeſs'd his Guilt, and per- 
ſecuted him no more, overcome by that 

unexampled Love: If « Man find his i Sam. 26, *t, 
Enemy, will he let him go? Yet Men 
take advantage from the Goodneſs of 
God, ſecurely to deſpiſe his Laws. The 
habitual Sinner thinks that God is fo 
racious, ſuch a Lover of Souls, ſo-ea- 
to be intreated, that upon his dying 
rayer, Lord, remember me in thy Kjng- 
dom, the Anſwer will be, To day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. "This is 
the deceitful Principle upon which Men 
uſually build their Hopes, as their 
Attions, that bear the Image of their 
Minds, clearly manifeſt, Now this 
preſumptuous Indulgence gives the 
deepeſt grain to their Sins, and makes 
them more uncapable of Pardon. Chry- 
ſoſtom obſerves, that Judas was encou- 
raged to betray his Maſter, preſuming 

on his Lenity; Goodneſs, Benignity, , 

H 2 which 


Of DEartn. 


Prov. I, 


which Conſiderations intolerably ag- 

gravated his Treaſon, and confounded 
his Hopes. There is a dreadful threat- 
ning againſt thoſe who reje& the Invi- 
tations of Grace intheir Proſperity, and 
when the righteous Judg comes to Sen- 
tence and Execution, are earneſt Sup- / 
pliants for Mercy. Becauſe I have cal- © 
led, and ye have refuſed ; I have ftretch'd © 
out my Hands, and no Man regarded : 
But ye have ſet at naught all my Counſel, 


and would none of my Reproof : 1 will alſo ©: 


laugh at your Calamity, and mock when 


your Fear comes : When your Fear comes 


as a Deſolation, and your Deſtruition as 4 


Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh 


come upon you; then ſhall they call upon © 


ze, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek 
me early, but ſhall not find me : For they 
hated Knowledge, and did not chooſe the 
Pear of the Lord. A doleful Caſe be- 
yond all poſſible expreſſion ! when the 
ſinful Creature,forſaken of all Comforts 
below, addreſſes to Heaven for Relief, 
and meets with Deriſion and Fury, 
Scorn and Indignation. The fooliſh 
Virgins, carelels to prepare for the 
Bridegroom's Coming, in vain at laſt 


diſcover'd their want of Oil, in vain 
{ollt- 


Of DeartH. 


ſolicited the wiſe Virgins for Supply, 


in vain knock'd at the door, crying, 


Lord, Lord, open to ws ; the Anſwer Marth. 2g. 


was ſevere and peremptory, I know you 
pot ; and they were for ever excluded 
from the Joys of Heaven. 

4. How incongruous is it to delay 
the ſolemn Work of Reconciliation 
with God till the time of Sicknels. 
This is an Aﬀair wherein our tranſcen- 
dent Intereſt is concerned, and ſhould 
be performed in our moſt calm and ſen- 
ſible Condition, when we are moſt ca- 
pable of reflefting upon our Ways, and 
making an exact trial of our ſelves, in 
order to our returning to God by a holy 
Change of our Lives. Now that the 
Time of Sickneſs is not a convenient 
Seaſon for this Work, is ſadly evident 
for ſome Diſcaſes are ſtupifying, and all 
the Powers of the Soul are benumm'd 
in a dull Captivity ; ſo that the ſick 
Man only perceives with his animal 
Faculties. Some Diſeaſes are torment- 
ing, and cauſe a great Diſorder in the 
Soul, and diſtraft the Thoughts from 
conſidering his ſpiritual State. When 
the Storm 1s at the higheſt, and the Pi- 
lot fo lick that he can giye po DireQi- 
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Male cum his 


agicur, quibus 
tecfiece in- 


cumbir belli & 


morbi. Veg. 


ons, the Ship is left to the fury of the # 
Winds, and eſcapes by Miracle. When *' 


there is a Tempeſt in the Humours of 
the Body, and the Soul by Sympathy is 
ſo diſcompos'd, that it cannot apply it 
ſelf to prepare for irs appearance before 


the Divine Tribunal, what danger of 


being loſt, and paſſing from a ſhort A. 


gony to everlaſting Torment ? 

Beſides ; Suppoſe the Sickneſs more 
tolerable, yet how unfit is a Perſon 
weak and languiſhing, when Senſe and 
Conſcience are both afflifted, to en- 
counter with the cruel Enemy of Souls? 


All that ſincerely ſeek Peace with God, f 


muſt expeCtfierce Anger and War from 
Satan: therefore 'tis a point of neceſſa- 
ry Wiſdom, whilſt our Bodies and 
Minds are in the beſt order, to be pre- 
paring againſt his Aſſaults. 

5. Conſider how uncomfortable it is 
to delay Repentance till Age and Sick- 
neſs, when the Fruits of it are not {o 
evident nor acceptable: In evil days, 
and the A ches of Death, *tis very 
hard to Woe the Sincerity of the 


Heart, whether Repentance proceeds 
trom Holy Principles, whether the 
Sorrow then expreſs 


d be Godly for Sin, 


or 
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the * or meerly natural, for Puniſhment ; 
en '* whether the good Reſolutions be the 
of Effets of permanent Fidelity, or of 


'ls violent Fear, that will vaniſh, the cauſe 
'1t being removed. When the Invitations 
re to Sin ceaſe, there may remain a ſecret 
of undiſcerned Love to it in the Heart, 
1... whichis theCentreof Corruption, and 


Root of Apoſtacy. The Snake that 

e ſeem'd dead in the Froſt, revived by 
n > the Fire, The inordinate AﬀeCtions 
d ” that ſeemed mortified, when the ſenſi- 
41} tive Faculties were diſabled to carnal 
” Enjoyments, may have inward Life, 

> * and will ſoon be aftive and vigorous in 
| © the Preſence of Temptations. And 
' * that a Deathbed-Repentance is uſually 
= deceitful, appearsfrom hence, that not 

| one of a thouſand that recover from 
dangerous Diſeaſes are faithful in 
performing their moſt ſacred and 
folema Vows, How many having 

the Sentence of Death in themſelves, 

and under the Terrors of the Lord, 

have expreſſed the greateſt Deteſta- 

tion of their Sins, and reſolved, as 

they thought ſincerely, if God would 

{pare them, to reform their ways, 

to become new Creatures, exem- 
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plary in all Holy Converſation ; yet | 
the Danger being over, their Heats of F 
Devotion expire as they revive, and ” 
their Luſts recover Strength wirh 
their Bodies, and being ſuppreſs'd only 
by Fear, are more fierce in their Re» ' 
turn. Thejr Hearts were as Marble, ” 
that in rainy Weather ſeems diſſolved 7 
into Water, but 'tis only from the © 
Moiſture of the Air, and remains as 
hard as ever : When the Fear of Death 
is removed, all their Promiſes of Re- 
formation arg ineffeftive, as violent and 
void; all their religious. AﬀeCtions va- 
niſh as the Morning-Dew. Now if 
theſe Perſons had died before this viſible 
Trial and Diſcovery, they had paſt in- 
to the other World with the Reputati- 
on of true Penitents, deceiving others 
with their Prayers and Tears, and li- 
bcral Promiſes, the outward Signs of | 
Repentance, and deceived themſelves 
by the inward Workings of an alarm- 
» Fr wemane Thang Miniſters 
ould be very circumſpett in applyin 
the Promiſes of 4 to Pertes in 
{uch a State; for an Error in that kind 
has fearful Conſequences. A little opi- 
ate Divinity may quiet the Mind for a 
Sos time, 
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* time, but the Virtue of it will be ſoon 
' ſpent, and the Preſumer periſhes for 
ever. But ſuppoſe a _ Perſon 
with true Tears and unfeigned per- 
ſevering AﬀeCtions returns to God ; 
Can he have a comfortable Afſſu- 
rance of his Sincerity ? Indeed the 
Searcher and Judg of Hearts will ac- 
cept him : but how doubtful and wa- 
vering are his Hopes? what anxious 
Fears are in his Breaſt, leſt he builds 
pon a ſandy Foundation ? And how 
dreadful is it to appear before the Tri- 
bunal of God, and expe& arfuncer- 
tain Sentence ? Sj. 

But Sinners ſtill pleaſe themſelves in 
this, that God has effeQually called 
ſome at the laſt Hour, and they may 
find the ſame Favour with others. To 
thisI anſwer : | | 

x. *Tis true, we have ſome rare ad- 
mirable Inſtances of God's Mercy and 
Grace, the dying Thief and ſome 0+ 
thers, which ſhew'd *cis poſſible with 
God to abcliſh the moſt confirmed Ha- 
bits in a ſhort time, and by a ſwift 
Converſion to prepare a Sinner for Hea- 
ven, But theſe miraculous Examples 
are not tobe drawn into Conſequence 
for the Encouragement of any in the 

| INS. 
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{| Quod alicui Sjns, A || Prince will not endure that 
I” his free Favours ſhould be made a Law * 
ded ab aliis to him, and the ſpecial Privilege of 
in exemplum. ſome be extended to all ? As Thales ſaid, _ 


An old Mariner that has eſcap'd the va- 
rious Dangers by Rocks and Storms at 
Sea, was a new Miracle : So that one 
who has lived an obftinate Sinner, dies 
a penitent Believer, is very rare and ex- 
traordinary. What our Saviour ſaid | 
concerning the Salvation of rich Men, 7 
is juſtly applicable to this Caſe, That © 
it Was 4s ks. 4 for a Camel to go through © 
the eye of a Needle, as for a rich Mas + 
fo enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. © 
This fo aftoniſh'd the Apoſtles, that Z 
they cried, Who then can be ſaved? To © 
mitigate the Difficulty, he remembers 7 
them of the Divine Omnipotence : Af * 
things are poſſible with God. Thus for : 
one who has been hardned in a long 
courſe of Sin, and making himſelt meet 
for the Company of damned Spirits in 
Hell, to be at laft ſuddenly prepared 
and received into the pure and glorious 
Society above, is poſſible, but pofſible 
only as Miracles are by the Efficacy of | 
Infinite Power ; and we cannor reaſo. | 
nably expe ſuch Miracles. And are 
Heaven and Hell fuck trivial things as 
to 
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* to beleft to an Uncertainty ? Are not 
Men concern'd in another manner in 
the Aﬀairs of this World ? How cares 
ful to prevent the Sentence of Death, 
of Imprifonment, of Baniſhment ? 
How diligent to obtain ſome temporal 
Advantage ? Yet how negleQtful in 
things of higheſt importance ? It my 
be, ors the ſecure Wretch, God will 
give me Repentance at laſt, as hedid to 
others. Remember you ſpeak of that Ti xiyes love, 
that moſt nearly concerns your Soul,and my 
dare you venture the velracicn of an Chry. 
immortal Soul upon a naked poffibilit 

of receiving Grace? What reaſonab 

Perfon would negle&t a Diſeaſe that 

may prove deadly, and rely on extreme 
Remedies? And can you be guilty of 

ſuch a cruel Indifference, ſuch a deſpe- 

rate Careleſsneſs, as to.leave eternal Sal- 

vation and Damnation to a peradven» 

ture ? * 

2. Conſider how many thouſands Vix di! pe- 
have died in their Sins, and of them hc inayis ſpei 
great Numbers cheriſh'd fallacious vmbra decepe- 
Hopes of repenting at laſt. Dijagoras © wo 
the Atheiſt, that denied a governing 
Providence of things in this lower 
World, the Sphere'of Mutability, when 
one for his ConviQtion ſhewed him ” 
ene 


—— 
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the + Temple of Neptune many votiye F 
Tables, containing the grateful Ac» Þ 
knowledgments of thoſe who by Ad- F 
dreſſes to the Gods in dangerous Storms, | 


had arrived ſafe at their Ports ; and 
ask'd him, Whether he had obſerv'd 
thoſe numerous Teſtimonies for Divine 
Providence ? He replied, I fee them; 


but how many having invocated Nep: une, © 


yet periſh'd in the Ocean, and never 
came to pay their Vows for Deliverance ? 
*T was Impiety in him toargue ſoagainſt 
God's diſpoſing Providence; bur it may 
be juſtly ſaid to thoſe who negleR their 
preſent Duty, preſuming upon ſome 
Examples of his glorious Goodneſs on 
thoſe who were converted ard ſaved in 
their approaches to Death. How ma- 
ny have finally miſcarried in ſhooting 
that Gulph, to one that has arrived late 
at Heaven ? How many that preſume, 
upon their Youth and Strength, to de- 
lay Repentance, are ſuddenly cut off ? 
the firit Symptom of their Sickneſs is 
Death. And what the Angel with ſuch 
folemnity declar'd, that Time ſhould be 
0 more, 1s verified concerning them by 
an unexpeted Diſſolution. How ma- 
ny, when ſick, hope either by the Vi- 
gour of Nature, or the Virtue of Me- 
| dicines, 
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dicines, to overcome the Diſeaſe? and 
this Hope is cheriſh'd by the mortal 
Kindneſs, the cruel Deceit of Friends, 
who are unwilling to diſcover their 
Danger, leſt their Spirits ſhould fiok 
under theapprehenſion of it. And thus 
deluded, many never ſee Death till 
they feel it, and periſh for ever in their 
Impenitence. How many that are 
guilty and graceleſs, when diſtant from 
Death and Hell but a few hours, yet 
from Atheiſm are ſecure as Jonah, who 
ſlept in the midſt of a Tempeſt at Sea ? 
The Tenour of their Lives diſcovers 
this to be Divine Vengeance, they are 
ſeiz'd by a Spirit of Slumber, and paſs 
without fear into the State of everlaſt- 
ing Deſperation. How many are de- 
ceived with the appearance of Repen- 
tance, and miſtake a falſe Peace for a 
true, and aſlwage the anguiſh of Con- 
ſcience by palliating Remedies? Their 
Sorrow for Sin, their Prayers, their 
Reſolutions of Reformation, are the 


produtt of fervile Fear, thar is ineffe- 


ual to Salvation: And as tis with 
crafty Tradeſmen, that take up much 
upon Truſt, when near breaking ; ſo 
they are very liberal of the Promiſes of 
Amendment, when they are near dy ing. 
rom 
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From hence they vainly preſume that 
God is reconci!d to them, whoſe all- ® 
diſcerning Eye ſces the inward Spring * 

of their Sorrows, and the Principle of | 

all their religious Refolutions is the © 
guilty fear of eternal Judgment. Now * 
a falſe Tranquillity is more terrible than * 
the Storms of a troubled Spirit : for 
thoſe who hope upon deceitful grounds, * 
are in the moſt hopeleſs State, negleQ- > 
ing what 1s requiſite in order to Salva- * 
rion, Thus innumerable paſs in a © 
Cloud of Deluſion to the Kingdom of * 
Darkneſs. And how many who have 7 
lived in careleſs Security, as if they 
had made a Covenant with Death, when 
Conſcience is awaken'd, and looks into 
che depth of their Guilt, when they ſee 
Death before them attended wirh Jucg- 
ment, and Judgment with an everlaſt- 
ing Hell, as we read of Siſera, who 
from extream Fear, paſs'd to extream 
Security 5 ſo on the contrary, theſe 
$Self.deccivers from Security have fallen 
mo Deſpair. Then Truth and Con- 
ſcience that were ſo long under unrigh- 
teous Reſtraints, break the Fetrers, and 
terribly charge the Sinners : Then in- 
numerable Acts; which they thought 
to be innocent; appear tobe Sins ; _ 
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Sin that they made light of, to be infi- 
nitely evil, and in the higheſt degree 
hateful ro God. And ſometimes by 
the Suggeſtions of the Enemy of Souls, 
they are overwhelmed with Deſpair, 
and their laſt Error is worſe than the 
firſt, The Devil makes his advantage 
of the timerous Conſcience, as well as 
of the ſeared : Solitude is his Scene as 
well as the noiſy Theatre ; and by con- 
trary ways, either Preſumption or De- 
fpair, brings Sinners to the ſame end. 
He changes his Methods according to 
their Diſpoſitions ; the Tempter turns 
Accuſer ; and then ſuch who had but a 
dim ſight of Sin before, have an over- 
quick ſight of. it, and are ſwallowed 
up in an abyſs of Confuſion. The 
Condition of ſuch is extreamly miſera- 
ble. *Tis obſerved of thoſe who are 
bitten with a mad Dog, that their Cure 
is extream ||difficulr, if not impoſſible; 
for being tormented with Thirſt, yet 
are {0 fearful of Water, that the ſight 
of it ſometimes cauſes ſudden Convul- 
ſions and Deach, This is a ſignificant 
Emblem .of a defpairing Soul : For 
when inraged Conſcience bites to the 
uick, the guilty Perſon Ald with E- 
tions and Terrors, ardently thirſts 

for 
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for Pardon, yet fearfully forſakes his 
own Mercies: Whatever is propound- 
ed to encourage Faith in the Divine 
Promiſes, he turns to juſtify his Infide- 
lity. Repreſent to him the infinite 
Mercies of God, the unvaluable Me- 
rits of Chriſt ſufficient to redeem the 
loſt World, it increaſes his Deſpair, be- 
cauſe he has perverſly abuſed thoſe 
Mercies, and neglefted thoſe Merits. 
The moſt precious Promiſes of the Go- 
{pel are killing Terrors to him : as the 
weet Title of Friexd, wherewith our 
Saviour receiv'd Jadas when he came 
to _— him, was the, moſt ſtinging 
Reproach of his perfidious Villaoy. 
Thus it appears how dangerovs it is 
todelay. Repentance and Reconciliation 
with God till Sickneſs and a Death-bed, 
when the remembrance or forgetful. 
neſs of Sin; the ſenſe or ſecurity of 
Conſcience may be equally deſtruftive, 

The Sum of what has been amplifi- 
ed in this Part is this: A vain hope of 
living long, and _ reconcil'd to 
God when Men pleale, is the fatal 
Foundation of their Sins and Miſery, 
They apply the Word of God again(t 
the Mind of God, and ſecurely provoke 
him, as if they could take Heaven by 
Y10- 
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Violence, in contradiction to the Go- 

ſpel. But = uſually diſpoſe of that 

e F time they ſhall never enjoy, and pre- 
= F ſume upon that Mercy and Grace the 

> © fhall never obtain. Weare mo 

> ed to ſeek the Lord while he may be found | 

a ſad Intimation that *cis not 1n our 

power to find him to our Comfort 

when we pleaſe: He ſpares long, but 

abuſed Patience will deliver Sinners to 

revenging Juſtice. Sampſon was three 

times in the Chamber ot his Luſt, ex- 

pos'd to Treachery, and eſcap'd ; bur 

the fourth time he {aid, I will ariſe, but 

” was {urprized by his Enemies, and loſt 

= hisStrength, and Sight; and Liberty. 

- How jultly will the wilful neglect of 

Salvation fo long, and ſo compaſſionates 

ly offer'd to Sinners, render the Divine 

'; Mercy inexorable to their Prayers and 

| Tears at laſt ? When a Roman Geatle- 

{ manthatwas wont torevel in the night, 

and {leep inthe day, had waſted a great 

Eſtate by Luxury; he petitioned the 

Emperor Tiberius to relieve his Pover= 

ty, and was diſmiſs'd with this upbraid- 

ing Anſwer, Sers experrettus es; yoit 

are riſen too late; He never open'd his 

Eyes to ſee his Condition till it was. 

paſt Remedy; This is the fad Caſe of 

F triatty 
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diately a Tempeſt of Lightning de- 


many that waſte the Seaſons of Grace, 
and are careleſs of their Duty, till up- 
on the point of periſhing, and then ad. 
dreſs themſelves to God for his :Favout F 
and Pardon, but are juſtly reje&ed with | 
the reproaches of their obſtinate neg- 3 
le& of Salvation in the time'6f their 
Lives. I doubt not that ſome are won- | 
derfully converted and faved at laſt; | 
but theſe ſpecial Mercies are like our | 
Saviour's miraculous healing the xwo 

blind Perſons as he was paſſing in the | 
way, when great numbers of the Blind 
remain'd uncur'd;: We read a'prodigi- 
ous Story in the Book of Kz»gs;' that a 
Captain and hus fifry Men corimanded 
Elias to come to the King, 'and* imme» 
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ſtroyed them. Now who wouldthink 
that another Captain with 'his- fifty 
ſhould be ſo deſperate, that having the 
Aſhes and Relicks of thoſe' miſerable 
Carcaſles before their Eyes, as'to make 
the ſame Citation to the Prophet ? yet 
they did, and provok'd the Juftice of 
Heaven to conſume them. And this 
Madneſs is exemplified in thouſands e- 


I» ys o 


'very day ; fornotwithſtanding they ſee 


Sinners like themſelves cut-off in their 


evil Ways, they continue unreformed, 


as 


admirable Tendernels. 
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as if they were fearleſs of Hell, as if 
reſolved to ſecure their own Damna- 
tion. 

I would not from what has been re- 
preſented in this Matter ſo univerſally 
uſeful, diſcourage any that have lived 
in acourſe of Sin, from earneſt ſeeking 
to God in their laſt Hours: For even 
then they are not utterly deſtitute of 
Hope. The Goſpel ſets forth the Mer- 
cy of God to returning Sinners, in vari- 
ous Repreſentations and Expreffions of 
Whenthe loſt 
Sheep was recovered, there was Joy, 
as if a Treaſure had been found. The 
Prodigal had waſted his Eſtate in Laſci- 
viouſneſs and Luxury, and by a harſh 


reduQtion came to himſelf,” refle 
with ſhame upon his Folly and Rebell 


on, and the ſenſe of his Mifery (not 
more ingenuous- or noble Principle at 
firſt) compelPFd him to B90 to his Father, 
to try what his AfﬀeCtion would do. 
And 1t was not a vain preſumption, for 
he found the effeQts of fatherly and 
compaſſionate Love: When he was 4 
great way off, hu Father ſaw him, and 
had Compaſſion, and ran and fell on his 
Neck, and kiſſed him. And the Son 
ſaid, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, 
| E | 
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and in thy fight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy Son. But the Father ſaid Þ 
tohis Servants, Bring out the bei# Robes, 
and put a Ring on his Finger, and Shoe 
on his Feet ;, and bring hither the fatted © 
Calf, and kill it ; let us eat and be merry, © 
for this my Son was dead, and i alive 
ao4in, was loft, and is found. The De- © 
fon of Chriſt was to repreſent his 7 
Heavenly Father in that Parable: and 7 
to wounded Spirits that feel the intole- 7 
rable weight of Sin, the Mercy and 
Mildnels of the Goſpel is to be exhibi- | 
ted. God is rich in Mercy to all that 
call upon him in Truth. But to tell ! 
Sinners who ſecurely proceed in their | 
finful Ways, that they may be ſaved at 


laſt, and notwithſtanding their pre- © 


ſumptuous Repulles of God's Calls to * 
his Service, yet think they may come 


into the Vineyard at the eleventh hour, 


and be rewarded, is to give countenance 
and proteCtion to Sin, and to harden 7 
them to Deſtruction, Poiſon is not cu- 


red by giving Food, but Antidotes, that *® 


put Nature into a Paſſion till it be ex- 
pelled. The Terrors of the Lord can 
only prove medicinal to ſuch depraved 


Jouls. 


To 
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To conclude this Argument, let us 
ſeriouſly conſider the Revelation God 
has afforded of himſelf in the Goſpel ; 
He is a Father and a Judg ; Juſtice and 
Holineſs as well as Mercy are eſſential 
to his Nature, that our AﬀeCtions may 
be accordingly moved towards him. 
If ye call on the Father, who without re- 
ſpeit of Perſons judgeth according to eve» 
ry Man's Work, ſs the time of your ſo- 
journing here in fear. Preſumptionand 
Deſpair are very diſhonourable to God, 
and pernicious to the Soul; the one de- 
ſtroys the Fear, the other the Love of 
God. But Hope contemper'd with 


Fear, has an excellent Influence in the * 


Chriſtian Lite. As the Ballaſt and the 
Wind are both neceſſary, that the Ship 
may fail ſafely ; without the Wind the 
Ship can make no way ; and without 
Ballaſt *tis in danger of overſetting by 
every Guſt. Thus Hope and Fear are 
neceſſary to bring us ſafely to Heaven. 
7 Fear without Hope chills, and ſtupifies 
... the Vigour and Alacrity of the Soul, 
' that it cannot come to God : and Hope 
without Fear,makes it vain and careleſs 
of its Duty, and liable tobe overthrown 
by every pleaſing Temptation, Briet- 
ly, let us rightly underſtand the og 
I 3 0 
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of the Evangelical Promiſes of Pardon 
and Grace: they are conditional and ap. 
plicable only to penitent Believers. And 
unfeigned Faith purifies the Heart, Þ 
works by Love, and is the living Prin. F 
Ciple of univerſal Obedience. And Re. | 
pentance unto Life is productive of all F 
good Fruits in their Seaſon. Without | 
Faith and Repentance we can neither 
be juſtified in this World, nor glorified | 
in the next. Be not deceived, God us not 
mocked : as a Man ſows, ſo ſhall he reap. | 
He that ſows to the Fleſb, ſhall of the | 
Fleſh reap Corruption : he that ſows to | 
the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting. 

2. The careful preſerving our ſelves 
from wilful preſumptuous Sins, is an 
happy means to render Death comfort- 
able to us. - Sins of Ignorance and In- 
firmity, of ſudden Surreption and Sur- 
prize, the beſt Men are not freed from 
19 the preſent State : and being the dai- 
ly motive of-.our Grief, and ſerious cir- 
cumſpectionto prevent them, are con- 
ſtent with: the regular Peace of Con- 
iciebce,..and the Friendſhip and Favour 
of God.: . But great Sins 1n their mat- 
rcr being 1o; contrary to-natural Con- 
{czence, and ſupernatural Grace, or Sins 


pre- 
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preſumptuous in the manner of their 
commiſſion, fuch as proceed from the 
choice of the perverſe Will againſt the 
inlightned Mind, whatever the mar- 
ter or kind of them be, are dire Re- 
bellion againſt God, a deſpiling of his 
Command; and provoke his pure Eyes, 
and make rhe-aſpeCt of Death fearful. 
The Spirit ſeals our Pardon and Title 
to Heaven as the holy Spirit ; his Te- 
ſtimony, that we are the Children of 
God, and Heirs of Glory, is concurrent 
with the renewed Conſcience, and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from the ignorant Preſum- 
ptions, blind ConjeCtures, and carnal 
Security of the Unholy. As the fſan- 
ifying Spirit he diſtinguiſhes true 
Chrittians from the loſt World, appro- 
priates them ro God, confirms their 
preſent Intereſt in the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, and their future Hopes. Brief- 
ly, Grace is the molt ſenlible effe&t and 
ſign of God's ſpecial Favour, the fruit 
of Elefttion, and the carneit of Glory : 
and the Truth of Grace is moſt clearly 
and certainly made evident by the con- 
tinual Efmicacy of it in the Converſati- 
on. The obſervation of our Hearts to 
ſuppreſs, unholy AﬀeCtions, and of cur 
Seaſes topreveht them;a'conſtant courſe 
| I 4 of 
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of Holineſs in our Lives, (though ma 
ny Frailties will cleave to the beſt) is 
uſually rewarded with great Peace here, 
' God has eſtabliih'd a connexion be- 
tween our Obedience and his Comforts, 
Thoſe that keep themſelves pure from 
the Defil:ments of the World, have the 


white Stope promiſed, the bright Jewel EZ 
of aſſurance of God's pardoning and re. | 


_ warding Mercy. Weread of Epoch, that 


he walk*d with God, was a Star ſhining in | 


12 corrupt Age,the tenour of his Life was 
holy, and he was tranſlated to Heaven 
without ſeeing Death. Though this 
was an extraordinary Diſpenſation, yet 
there is a peculiar Reward analopical 


to it; for thoſe who walk circumſpeR-: 


ly, they ſhall not ſee Death with its 
Terrors, but uſually have a holy Chear. 
falneſs, a peaceful Joy, in their paſſage 
through the dark Valley to Heaven, 
But preſumpruous Sins againſt external 
and internal Reſtraints, the convincin 

Law of God, and the Dire&tions 0 
Conſcience, (to which even the Saints 
of God are liable here, as appears by 
David's earneſt Prayer to be preſerved 
from them) ſuch $S1ns grieve the holy 
Spirit, and wound our Spirits, and, if 
continued, ſequeſter us from the com- 
w : 5 hed ae Ber Hh  fortable 
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fortable Priviledges of the Goſpel, 
and render us unfit far the Kingdom of 
Heaven, And when they are retraQ- 
cd by Repentance, yet there often re- 
mains 2 bitter Remembrance of them : 
as deep Wounds, though cur'd, yet are 
felt in change of Weather. And ſome- 
times a Spring-tide of Doubts and Fears 
breaks into humble penitent Souls, in 
the laſt Hours; though Death brings 
them ſafely, yet not comfortably to 
Heaven, 

3. The zealous Diſcharge of the Du- 
ties of our Place and Calling, the Con- 
junftion of our Reſolutions and En- 
deavours to glorify God, and do good 
according to our Abilities and O 
portunities of Service, {weetens the 
Thoughts of Death to us. For the 
true End and Perfe&tion of Life'is the 
Glory of God, and when with Fideli- 
ty it 1s employed in order to it, Death 
brings us to the bleſſed Reft from our 

Our Saviour when he was 
to leave the World, addreſs'd himſelf 


to his Father, I heve glorified thee on Jha 19. 


Earth, I have finiſÞ'd the Work thou 
aveſt me to do. And now, Father, glori- 
y me with thy ſelf, with the Glory which 
{ had with thee before the World was. A 
Chriſtian 


Of Dearn. 


—— 


Chriſtian that imitates and honours 
Chriſt, and with Diligence perfeveres 
in well-doing, may with an humble 
Confidence in the Divine Mercy expe& 
the promiſed Reward. The ReffeQi- 
on upon a well-ſpent Life is , joyn'd 
with a joyful Pro "ova of God's Favour 
and Acceptance above. - But: to the 
careleſs and remiſs, to thoſe wha are 
wilfully negligent of their Duty, how 
fearful is Death that ſummons thetn to | 
give ag account of their Talents to the 
Righteous Lord ? = 
4. A holy Indifference of AﬀeQiqn to 
preſent. things, makes it eaſy to part 
with them, and Death” lefs feartul to' 
us. David, though a, King, declares 
he was a Stranger on Earth, not only 
with reſpe&t to his tranſient Condition, 
bur his inward Difpoſition; . and that 
he'was & 4 weaned Child from the'ad- 
mired Vanities of the” World. Chry- 
ſoſtom in'a Letter to Ciriacys Who was 
renderly, fenſible of his Banifhmeni, 
wrote to him, * You! bw begin*to;la- 
* ment my Baniſhmeht; bur T have dong 
©fo for a bug tins" for ſince IFknew 
* that Heaven was my; Country, Thave 
* eſteemed, the whole 'Earth a 'plach 
* of. Exilernedt, Confantinople, from 
; * whence 
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* whenceT am expell'd,is as diſtant from 
© Paradiſe as the Deſert to which they 
{ſend me. But whenovur AﬀeCtions are 
© ſer upon external things, and we are 
*;irregulartm our Aims, 1ntemperate in 
© our Uſe, and immoderate in our De- 
© ligtits, how ſenfible and cutting is the 
© Diviſion from them? How bitter is 
Death that deprives a carnal Wretch of 
all the Materials of his frail Felicity ? 
What a Storm of Paſſions is raiſed, to 
loſe all his good things at once ? for 
*tis a Rule in Nature, What is poſſefs'd 
with tranſporting Joy, is loſt with ex- 
ceſſive Sorrow. As the Ivy that twines 
ſo cloſely about the Tree, and is inti» 
mately taſtned. by ſo many Roots as 
there are Branches, cannot be pluck'd 
away without rending the Bark with 
it; ſo when the World, that was as it 
were incarnated with the Heart, 1s 
taken away, the Hearr 'ir ſelf is grie- 
vouſly rent by the violent Separation, 
And the Infelicity of carnal and world- nzc enim eft 
ly Perſons is heavily aggravated, in' \Mfelicitas ho- 
that the Guilt in procuring'or abuſing Co 
thoſe Treafures and Delights that they cant Morientes 
leave here with ſo grear Sorrow, will CLOES 
cleave to them, and give Teſtimony a- ſecum porranc. 
gainſt them before their Judg. But "P 
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when the Afﬀections are looſe to the 

World, and {et upon Heaven, our leay- 

ing the Earth is no Loſs but Gain, and 

our Separation from the Body of Fleſh 

is with that Alacrity, as the putting 

off a vile Garment to be clothed with a 

Royal Robe. *Twas the wiſe Counſel © 

_ a of Tertullian to the Women of the firſt 2 
nem vim, ni- Apes of the Church, not to value and | 
es love the Jewels and Ornaments of Gold, 
re timeamus ; that they might be more ready and re- 
Retiracula ifta ſolved to obtain by Death, Martyrdom, 
ſirz. De cate, and by Martyrdom, Eternal Glory. 
Fas. And that we may diſentangle our Souls 
from thoſe voluntary Bands that faſten 

vs to preſent things, we muſt have a 

ſincere uncorrupted Judgment of their 
Meanneſs. The Apoſtleexhorts Chri- 

ſtians to Moderation in their Temper 

and Converſation, with reſpe&t to the 

Buſineſs and Enjoyments here, that 

they who have Wives, be as though they 

had none ; that thoſe that rejouce, be as 

though they rejoiced not; and they that 

buy, as though they poſſeſſed not ; and 

they that uſe the World, as not abuſing it ; 

for the faſhion of the World paſſeth away. 

To a wiſe and pondering Obſerver, 

what compariſon 15 there between Sha- 

dows and Dreams, and ſubſtantial ever- 

laſting 


Of Dearn. 


laſting Bleſſedneſs? If Men had the 

ſame opinion of this World whilſt 

they live, as they will have when they 

are todie, they would not inordinately 

ſeek it. They who have magnified 
temporal Honours and Riches, and 

lived in Pleaſures without Remorſe, yet 

in their dying Hours, when Men ſpeak 

with moſt Feeling and leaſt AﬀeQation, 

how have they vilified thoſe empty 
Appearances of Happineſs ? with what 

moving Expreſſions declared the Vani- 

ty and Brevity of worldly things? As 

when the Iſraelites were to go through 

the River Jordan, that opened it ſelf to 

make a free and dry Paſſage for them ; 

the lower part of its Waters ran into ſoſh. z- 16. 
the Dead Sea, and utterly fail'd ; but _ 24 ar 
the Waters that came from above, roſe meſcentis, ap3 
up and appear'd like a Mountain. Thus __ 
when Men come to the univerſal Paſ- ** 

ſage, from this to the next Life, infe- 

riour things abſolutely fail, and are 

loſt in the dead Sea, but the things a- 

bove, that are eternal, then appear in 

their true Greatneſs, exceeding all hu- 

mane Comprehenſion : from hence is 

the change of Mind and Language con- 

cerning the one and other. 
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5. Solemn, affeCtionate, and frequent 
Converſe with God in —_— Duties, 
will render Death not fearful to us, 
The whole Life of a Chrittian, as ſuch, 


1 John 1. 3. 1s a continual Communion with the Fa- 


ther, and with Jeſws Chriſt. For he ® 
performs all good Works by Divine 7? 
Grace communicated from e, and 
refers all to the Divine Honour. Asin © 
a pair of Compaſſes, one Foot is fix'd | 
in- the Center, while the other moves 
in the Circumference : ſo the Heart of * 
a Chriſtian is in Heaven, his aims are |* 
for God, whilſt he is ative here in the | 
World. His Natural and Civil AQi- 
ons are heightened to a ſupernatural 
End: And thus his Conoerfition i in 
Heaven. But this was ſpoken of be- 
- fore: and that which is now ſpecified, 
is the more immediate Bervice -of 
God in Holy Meditation, Prayer, 
and the i Ordinances of the Goſpel, 
which is the nobleſt part of the. ſpiri- 
tual Life. | 
Our bleſſed Saviour who was a Com- 
prehenſor upon Earth, always ſaw the 
Face of God, and invariably fought his 
Glory in althings, yet had his ſpecial 
times of Prayer and Heavenly -Com- 
munion with God, and the molt glori-, 
Ous 
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ous Teſtimonies of his Favour in thoſe 
tames. '- Our Communion with God 
here 45" as true as in Heaven, but the 
Influence and Fruition is different ac- 
cording to our Capacity. When the 
Soul feels the vigorous Exercilſe of the 
Thoughts and' AﬀeQtions upon God, 
and the 'raiſed Operations of Grace in 
Holy Duties, *tis as certain a Sign of 
God's Favour and Acceptance, as when 
Fire deſcended from Heaven to con- 
ſame the Sacrifice. --- And often- our 
affeQionate Duties are rewarded with 
ſonſible- Conſolations, -and holy Souls 
are diſmif5'd fromthe Throne of Grace, 
as they thall be retoived at the Throne 
of: Glory, wittvtheireviving Teftimo» 
nies of God's pts Now the 
Aſſuamce of \G6d's \Love conquers the 
Fear of- Death, | 
This:Communion muſt be frequent. 
As Love and -Refpe&s between Friends 
are-maintained: by conſtant Vifits and 
Letters, and- mutual:Confidence ariſes 
from Acquaintance :-. ſo by the inter- 
changeiof holy Duties and divine Fa- 
vours; we preſerye a lively . Senſe of 
God:s Love, -and an humble Fariliari- 
ty with his Majeſty, that his Preſence 
is not -a Terror-ro' us. A my 
that 
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that walks with God here, when he 
leaves the World, (to uſe the Words of 
a dying Saint) changes his Room, but 
not his Company. God was always F 
with him on Earth, and he ſhall be * 
ever with God in Heaven. | x 
But cold and ſeldom Converſe begets 
Strangeneſs, and that makes us ſhy of 
God, When religious Duties are per- | 
formed as a complemental Viſit with. E 
out zealous AﬀeQtions, or uſed only in F 
times of AfMiQtion and Exigency, as 
Cordial Waters in ſwooning Fits, the 
Divine Preſence is uncomfortable to us, 
They who prefer carnal Sweets before 
Acquaintance with God, cannot with 
Peace and Joy think of appearing be- 
fore him. O how unwelcome is Death 
to ſuch ! for then the Spirit returns to 
God that gave it. | 
_ 6, Let us ſtrengthen our Belief of 
the bleſſed State after Death. Divine 
Truths loſe their Influence and Efficac 
when they are not ſtedfaſtly nad 
Faith is the ſubſtance of things not ſeen, 
and the Evidence or Convittion of things 
hoped for. The Spirit confirms bur 
Faith, not by a pure Phyfical AQ, but 
by convincing Reaſons of the Truth of 
the Goſpel: The Life of Chriſt fo glo- 
£i0us 


ow 


2, F 


Sz 


ST ms. 5 


_ 


0f Dear. 


129 


rious in Holineſs, his DoEtrine ſo bes 
coming the Wiſdom and other excellent 
Attributes of the Deity, his Miracles 
ſo great, - numerous, open; and benefi- 
cial, not meerly to {urprize the SpeQta- 
tors with Aſtoniſhment, but to touch 
their Hearts ; his Death foretold by the 
Prophets, and exactly agreeing in all 


* the Circumſtances of the PrediQtions ; 


his ReſurreRion the moſt noble Opera- 
tion of the Divine Power, are the 
ſtrongeſt Proofs. that what he has re- 
veal'd as the Counſel of God for cur 
Redemption, and the Preparations of 
Glory for the Saints in Heaven, are di- 
vine Truths. And the Efficacy of the 
Spirit of Cliriſt in ſanCtifying his Diſ- 
ciples in all Ages, is a continual and ag 
fatisfying an Argument that the Goſpel 
is derived from God the Fountain of 
Truth, as extraordinary Miracles. For 
Holineſs is as inſeparable a property of 
the Divine Nature as Omanipotence ; 
and the Sandification of the Soul as 
divine an Effe, as the ReſurreQion of 
the Body. Now in the Goſpel God en- 
ters into Covenant with obedient Be- 
lievers, to be their God, a Title and 
Relation, that ſuppoſing them the 
moſt happy here; all the Enjoyments 

K. © 
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2 Cor. 5.1, 


of this World cannot fulfil. This Co- 
venant is not difloly'd by Death, for Þ 
he uſes this Stile after the Death of his F 
faithful Servants: and from hence it F 
follows they are Partakers of his Glo. | 
ry and Joys in the next Life. For the 
Honour of his Veracity is moſt dear to Z 
him. The Pfalmiſt declares, that he 
has magnified his Word above all his 0 
Name. No PerfeCtions of his Nature Z 
are more ſacred and inviolable than his 3 
Truth. The Foundations of Nature : 
ſhall be overturn'd, and the moſt ſolid B 
parts of the Creation deſtroyed, but ® 
his Promiſes ſhall be compleatly accom- 
pliſh'd. We are aſſured by his infalli- # 
ble Authority, that there remains a Reſt © 
for the People of God. And he that re- 
cetves this Teſtimony, ſets to his Seal 
that God is true ; honours the Truth of 
God's Word, and binds himſelf more 
firmly to his Service, and isencouraged 
to leave this ſenſible World, for that 
which is infinitely better. Our Confi- 
dence and Patience in well-doing, and 
in ſuffering the utmoſt Evil to Nature, 
is from the pregnant Apprehenſions of 
the Reality of eternal things. We 
know, ſaith the Apoſtle, if our earthly 
T abernacle be diſſolved, we have a Build- 
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ing not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. This fortified him againſt 
the Terrors of Death. When Szephez 


ſaw the Heavens open, and the Son of God 


ready to receive him, with what Cou- 
rage and Conftancy did he encounter 
the bloody Rage of his Murderers ? 
Faith ſupplies the wart of Viſion, it 
pierces the Clouds, opens a Window 
in Heaven, lees the Crowns of Righ- 
teouſneſs prepared for the Saints, and 
ſweetens the bittereſt Paſſage toit. But 
if our Faith be weak and wavering, 
our Courage will decline in the need- 
ful Hour. "Tis with Chriſtians in 
their laſt Paſſage from Earth to Hea- 
ven, as with Saint Peter walking upon 
the Waters to Chriſt : whilſt his Faith 
was firm in Chriſt, he went upon the 
Waves ason the firm Land : but upon 
the riſing of a Storm, his Faith ſunk in- 
to Fear, and he ſunk-in the Waters ; 
till our Saviour upon his earneſt Prayer, 
Lord, [ave me, took hold of him, and 
raisd him with that compaſſionate Re- 
proof, O thou of little Faith, wherefore 
didſt thou doubt ? | 
The laſt Ule is, to excite the Saints 
to die With that Courage and Chear- 
fulnefs as beromes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
K 2 The 
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2 Thell, 4. 


* The Encouragement of Joſbua to the 


Iſraelites againſt the Giants that terrifi- 


ed them from entring into the Land of F 


Canaan, the Type of Heaven, Be not 
afraid of them, they are Bread for u, 
we ſhall obtain an eaſy Conqueſt over 


them, is applicable to this purpoſe : Do | 


not fear Death, the Enemy that inter- 
poſes between us and the true Canaan ; 


for our Confli&t ſhall be the means of 3 


our Victory, and triumphant Poſſefſi- 3 
on of the holy and bleſſed Land above. 7 


This is very honourable to our Re. 
deemer, bow recommends Godlineſs to 
the Judgment, AﬀeCQtions, and PraQtice 
of others. St, Baſil tells of a Cuſtom 
to annoint the: tops of Doves Wings 
with ſome fragrant Liquor, that mix- 
ing in company with other Doves, 
they might by the Sent allure them to 
follow tothe Dove-houſes. Thus when 
holy Perſons live and dic, with peace- 
ful Joy, thoſe that converſe with them, 
are drawn by that Fragrance' of Para- 
diſe toapply themſelves to ſerious Reli- 
J10N. 

"Tis the Apoſtle*s conſolatory Advice 
to Believers, Not to be ſorrowful for 
thoſe that Neep in FESUS, a thoſe 
that are without hope. 

When 
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When Jacob ſaw his beloved Son's 
Coat rent and ftain'd with Blood, he a- 
bandoned himſelf to deſperate Sorrow, 
and continued mourning for his Death, 


when Joſeph was advanc'd in Authori-. 


ty and Dignity next to Pharaoh in the 
Kingdom of Egypt. Thus when we 
ſee the Garment of Mortality rent by 
Diſeaſes, we mourn for departed Saints, 
as if Death had abſolutely deſtroyed 
them, when their Souls are reigning in, 
Glory. This immoderate Sorrow is an 
Heatheniſh Paſſion, ſuitable to their ig- 
norance of the future happy State, bur 
very unbecoming the plenary Affurance 
the Goſpel affords us of it. Indeed for 
the Wicked to die with fears and palpt* 
tations of heart, to be ſurrounded with 
impendent horrours, when ſuch a pre- 
cipice and depth of Miſery is before 
them, is very juſt and reaſonable ; but 
for the Saints to die uncomfortably un- 
der inordinate Fears, is a diſparage- 
ment to the Bleſſed Hope eſtabliſh'd up- 
on the Revelation of Life and Immortalt- 
ty by the Goſpel. 
Now in three things I fhall propound 
the Duty of dying Chriſtians. 
1, Toſubmit to the Divine Pleaſure 
with reſigned Spirits, as to the Means, 
K 3 the 
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the Manner, and Time of Death. God 
has a Sovereign Right and Dominion 
over us, The preſent Life is his moſt 
free Fayour, and he may juſtly reſume 
it when he pleaſes. His Will ſhould be 
the firſt and laſt Rule of ours. Whe-. 


ther he gently untwines the Band of | 


Lite, or violently breaks it, we muſt 


PRs without reluQation, yield up Y 


our ſelves. By what Means ſoever 
Death comes, all ſecond Cauſes are 
moved by an impreſſion from above, in 
what Age of Lite ſoever ; all ourTimes 
are appointed by the divine Counſel : 
anda Saint ought withthat readineſs and 
meek ſubmiſſion receive it,as if he heard 
an expreſs Voice from Heaven callin 
him to God, and ſay in his heart wit 
Samuel, Here I] am, thou did call me. 
This 1s the laſt a& of our Obedience, 
and very pleaſing to God. We read of 
+ Ille exerit the marvellous * Conſent of Abraham 
gladium, ile 1nd his Son T/aac, the Father to offer 
Cervicer, uno . . . 
v2ro, uni de- UP His Son, and the Son his Life, (that 
yorione : lu" yyere both the Gifts of God) in com- 
ranro ncn l. . - ee 
cam humanita- Pliance with the divine Command, and 
rs, ſed pus from Heaven he declared his high ap- 
meru 126 ture, Probation of it. This is to make aVer- 
tue of Neceſſity, and turn Nature into 
Grace. Burt diſcontent. and reluQan- 
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cy, as if our Lives were our own, and 
taken from us unjuſtly or unſeaſonably, 
is Rebellious Unthankfulneſs, unbeco- 
ming a Creature, much more a true 
Chriſtian, who exchanges a periſhing 
Life for that which is eternal. 

2, To receive Death not onfy with 
Patience, but earneſt deſires tobe with 
Chriſt. I know Death is naturally un- 
welcome. Our Saviour tells St. Peter, 
When thou art old, another ſhall bind Jon 21, gr. 
thee, and lead thee where thou woulde#t 
not : ſignifying his Martyrdom. The 
Circumſtance {when thou art old] is re- Securus 4 cor. 
markable, and intimates the natural un- P*r< volevar 
willingneſs to die, when there was lit- go, {ed 6 fer 
tle time to live. But his rational ſan- poſer prater 
Qiified Will was ſuperiour and preva- 79" moleſtt 
lent. Theuniverſal defire of the Saints cam venir, ſed 
is to be happy in the Preſence of God : Y2iems cam wt 
for the divine Nature communicated 12; in fron. 
to them is intelligent, and inclining to- 
wards its chief Good : and if the ob- 
taining it were' not by being unclothed, 
but clothed upon by an immediate Tran- 
ſlation to Heaven, how willingly would 
they leave this World ? But there is a 
bitterneſs in Death that makes it un- 
pleaſant ; and many holy Souls that de- 
lire the Glorious Liberty in Heaven, 
K 4 yet 
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yet are loth to leave their Priſon. Now 
there are {ſo many Arguments to make 


the Saints deſirous of dying, that me. F 
thinks ſince Life is chiefly valued and F 
dear tothem, as 1t is the way to Heaven, F 
when they are come to that bleſſed end, 


it ſhould not be longer deſirable. What 
is this lower World thar chains us {6 


faſt ? *Tis the Devil's Circuit wherein © 


he ranges, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour : *Tis the Theater of Contenti- 
ons : The Low aſpire to riſe ; the Ex- 
alted fear to fall: The Poor envy the 


Rich, and the Rich deſpiſe the Poor. | 


Tis a foreign Country to the Saints ; 
and as Pilgrims and Strangers, they are 
liable tro Reproaches, Injuries, and hard 
Dealings from the Wicked, the Natives 
of the Earth. What is the preſent mo- 
mentany Life that ſo enamours us ? 
'Tis furrounded with Temprations, 
oppreſs'd with Fears, ardent with ir- 
regular Deſires, :and continually ſpent 
in Vanity or Vexation. In Adverfity 
*cis depreſs'd and melancholy ; in Pro- 
iperity fooliſh and proud. *'Tis a real 
Intelicity under the deceittul appearance 
ot: Felicity. But above all other Mo- 
tives, the evil of Sin from which we 
cannot be clearly exempted. here, ſhould 

= render 
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render Death defirable. The beſt ſuffer 
internal Diviſions between the Law of 
the Fleſb, and the Law of the Mind ; as 
Rebecca felt the Twins, Eſau and Jacob, 
repugnant in her Womb. How hard 
is it to be continually watching the 
Heart that Corruptions do not break 
out, and the Senſes that Temptations 
do not break in ? How difficult to or- 
der the AﬀeCtions, to raiſe what is 
drooping, and ſuppreſs what is rebelli- 
ous? For they are like the People of 
whom the Hiſtorian ſpeaks, qui nec to- 
tam ſervitutem pati poſſunt, nec totam 
libertatem. How many Enemies of 
our Salvation are lodg'd in our own bo- 
ſoms ? The Falls of the Saints give ſad 
evidence of this. If the Body were 
unſpotted from the World as in the 
Creation of Man, there might be a juſt 
Plea of our unwillingneſs to part with 
it, bur ſince it is the incentive and in- 
ftrument of Sin, we ſhould deſire ro 
be diffolved, that we might be perfeQ- 
ly holy. Death is the final Remedy of 
all the temporal and ſpiritual Evils to 
which we are liable here. And the 
Love of Chriſt ſhould make us willing 
to part with alt the Endearments of 
this Lite, -nay deſirous to enter into the 
Ce- 
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Celeſtial Paradiſe, . though we muſt 
paſs under the Angels Sword, the ſtroke 
of Death, to come into his Preſence, 
He infinitely deſerves our Love, for 
we owe our Salvation and Eternal Glo- 


> 7. Ts —— 


ry to the merit of his Humiliation, and 


the power of his Exaltation. With ' 
what earneſt affetions did St. Paul de- © 
ſire to be diſſolved and to be with Chritt? 
Love gave Wings of Fire to his Soul, | 


ardent deſires mounting to Heaven. 
How valiant were the Martyrs in ex» 


preſſing aQts of Love to Chriſt ? How : 


boldly did they encounter Death that 
interpos'd between them and the fight 
of his Glory ? Their Love was hotter 
than the Flames that conſumed them, 
They as willingly left their Bodies, as 
Elias let fall his Mantle to aſcend to 
Heaven. And how does it upbraid 
the coldneſs of our Love, that we are 
{o contented to be here, abſent from 
our Saviour. That the Moles of the 
Earth, who never ſaw the Light of the 
Sun, and feed on bitter Roots, are 
pleas'd in their dark Receptacles, is no 
wonder; bur if Birds that are refreſh'd 
with his chearful Beams, and feed on 
fweet Fruits, ſhould willingly be con- 
fin'd in Caverns of the Earth, it were 
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unnaturally ſtrange. Thus for Pagans, 
(and thoſe who are fo in Heart, though 
different in Profeſſion) that are ſo ſhort. 
ſighted and depraved, that they only 
perceive and attect preſent ſenſible 
things, for them to be unwilling to 
die 1s no wonder ; for then all that is 
valuable and delightful to them is loſt 
for ever : but for thoſe who are inlight- 
ned by the Revelation of God ſo clearly 
concerning the ſtate of Glory, and have 
taſted the Goodneſs of the Lord, and 
know the incomparable difference be- 
tween the mean and frail Felicity here, 
and the ineſtimable immurable Felicity 
hereafter, for them to be unwilling to 
leave this World for that which is infi- 
nitely better, is aſtoniſhing. Such was 
the Love of our Saviour, that his per- 
{onal Glory in Heaven did not fully con- 
tent him, without the Saints partaking 
of it with him : Pather, I will that thoſe 
whom thou ha# grven me be with me where 
I am, that they may behold my Glory. It 
our Hearts do not anſwer his, *cis a fad 
indication that we have not an Intereſt 
in him: for the application of his Me- 
rits is always join'd with the imitation 
of his Vertues, and the refleQion of 
his Love. The Lovers of Chriſt will 


Join 
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+ Quamdiu in 
Salo 1ſto, ram- 
diu inter nav- 
fragia. 


join with the inflamed Spouſe, Draw us, 
and we will run after thee : O looſert our Þ 
AﬀeRions from this World, that we 
may readily aſcend to thee : they will F 
renew the Sighs of holy David in his Þ 
Baniſhment, O when ſhall we come and ® 
appear before God ! " 


Laſtly, To die with Thankſgiving © 
and Joy. *Tis uſual to compare this | 
Life to a Voyage ; The Scripture is the 
Chart that deſcribes the Coaſts we | 
muſt paſs, and the Rocks we muſt a- 


void ; Faith is the Compals that direts T 


the Courſe we muſt ſteer; Love is the 
Rudder that governs the Motion of the 
Ship ; Hope fills the Sails: Now what 
Paſk : 
very of his Country where his Eſtate !' 

and Heart 1s, and more at the near ap- 
proach to the Porr where he is to land ? 
Is not Heaven the Country of the Saints? 
Is not their Birth from above, and their 
tendency to their Original ? And is not 
the bleſſed Boſom of Chriſt their Port ? 
O what joyful Thankſgivings are due 
to God, when by his Spirit and Provi- 
dence they: have happily finiſh'd their 
Voyage tlirough ſuch + dangerous Seas, 
and are coming into. the Land of the 
Li- 


enger does not rejoice at the diſco- 
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Living? How joyful was to Noab the 
coming of the Dove with an Olive- 
Branch, to ſhew. him the Deluge was 
aſſwaged, and the Time was come of 
his freedom from the troubleſom com- 
ny of Animals, and from the ftrait- 
neſs and darkneſs of the Ark, to go 
forth and poſſeſs the World ? How joy- 
ful ſhould Death be to a Saint, that 
comes like the Dove in the evening, to 
aſſute' him the Deluge of Miſery is 
ceas'd,. and the time is come of his en- 
largement from the Body, his deliver- 
ance from the wretched ſinful Society 
here, and his poſlefling the Divine 
World'? Holy Souls are immediately 
tranſported by the Angels to Chriſt, 
and by him preſented to his Father, 
without ſpot or. wrinkle, compleat in 
Honehs, and prepared for Communi- 
on with him in Glory. How joyfully 
are they received into Heaven by our 
Saviour and the bleſſed Spirits ? they 
are the reward of his Sufferings, the 
precious and dear purchaſe of his Blood : 
The Angels that rejoice at the Conver- 
ſion of a Sinner, do much more at the 
Glortfication of a Saint: and the Church 
of the Firſt-bory who have before us 
enter'd into Glory, have a new acceſſi- 
- on 
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on of Joy, when their younger Bre- 
thren arrive to the undefiled immortal 
Inheritance. And is it not very beco- 
ming Believers joyfully to aſcend to the 
Seat of Bleſledneſs, to the happy Soci- F 
ety that inſpires mutual Jo ihe ever? ® 
For our encouragement there are nu- 7? 


merous Inſtances of Believers that have Z 


with Peace and Joy, though in various f 
degrees, paſt through the dark Valley 
to the Inheritance of Light. Some 


Accirus ſumad have died with more Joy than they li- 
id miraculi, vi- yed, and triumph'd over the laſt Ene- 


exu 


tem in morce NY with the vocal Praiſes of God : 0+ 


inſulrantem 


& thers with ſilent AﬀeCtions have _— 


mons, Brw.as commended their Spirits into his Han 
Serm. in Caxt, SOmMe have inward Refreſhings and Sup- 


port ; others exuberant Joys and Ra- 
viſhments, as if the Light of Glor 

ſhined into them, or the Vail of Fle 

were drawn, and their Spirits were 
preſent with the inviſible World. Some 
of the Martyrs in their cruelleſt Suf- 
ferings felt ſuch impreſſions of Conti- 
dence and. Alacrity, that as 1n the 
Houſe of Lamech there was accorded at 
the ſame time two diſcordant Callings 
by the two Brothers ; Jubal the Ipwen- 
ter of the Harp and Organ, and Tubal- 
Cain the firft Artificer in Braſs and m_ : 
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the one praCtiſed on Inſtruments of 
Muſick, breathing harmonious Sounds 
and Melodies; the other uſed Hammers 
and Anvils,, making noiſe and tumulr : 
So in ſome Perſons, whilſt the heavieſt 
Krokes fell on their Bodics, their Souls 
were raviſh'd with the ſweeteſt Joy 
and Exultarion. Indeed *tis not thus 
always with the Saints : for though Six 
be pardoned, yet the apprehenſions of 
Guilt may remain, When a Stream is 
diſturbed, it does not truly repreſent the 
Obje& : When the AﬀeCtions are diſor- 
dered, the Mind does not judg aright 
of a Chriſtian's State. A Serpent may 
hiſs when it has loſt its Sting. Death 
may terrify when it cannot hurt us. 
I doubt not but ſome excellent Saints 
have been in anxieties to the laſt, till 
their Fears were diſpell'd by the aftual 
fruition of Bleſſedneſs. As the Sux 
ſometimes ſets in dark Clouds, and 
riſes in a glorious Horizon. We read 
our Evidences for Heaven by the Light 
of God's Countenance : his Image is 
made viſible in our Souls. by the illu- 
{tration of his Spirit : and he exerci- 
ſes Prerogative in the diſpenſation of 
his Comforts. *Tis his pleaſure to 
beſtow 
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beſtow extraordinary Favours on ſore, 
anddeny them to others that are as holy, | 
But every penitent Believer has juſt | 
cauſe of Joy in Death : for Jeſus Chriſt 
has reconciled God, har yu Satan, F 
and conquered Death : and the laſt Day ®: 
of his Life is the firſt of his Glory. | 
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Acts 17. 31. Becauſe he bath appoint- 
> ed a Day, in the which he will judg 
þ the World in Righteouſneſs, by that 
| Man whom he hath ordained : where- 
| of he hath given Aſſurance unto all 
- Men, in that be raiſed him from 
the dead; 
: G9: Pay! had this Title of Ho- 
þ nour eminently conferred upon 
him, the Apoſtle of the Genttles : 
This Office he performed with perſe- 
Wy tht, * diffing the Light of. 
fo thoſe that Ty in Darkneſs, ay” 
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in the Shadow of Death. In this Chap- 
ter we have recorded the Subſtance of 


his Sermon tothe Athenians ; wherein 
his admirable- Zeal and Prudence are E 
remarkable, in the matter and order of F 
his Diſcourſe, to convince and per. | 
ſwade them to recive the ſaving Truth F 
of the Goſpel. He firſt lays down the 
Principles of natural Religion, to pre. | 
pare them for the more eaſy Belief of Þ 
{upernatural revealed Religion. The F 
Depravation of the Minds of Men was F 
in no Inſtance more prodigious than in 
their vilifying Conceits of the Deity ; ® 
They attributed his Name and Ho- Þ 
nour to various Idols, and afcribed to Þ 
him their owg Figure, and which was Z 
infinitely more unworthy and diſho. 
nourable, their own Paſhons and Vices. 
They adored their own vain Imagina- |” 
tions. The Idols of their Hearts were | 


erected on their Altars. Yenns was a 
Goddeſs, becauſe impure Love reigned 


in their Breſts. Bacchus had _ z 
Rites, becauſe ſenſual Pleaſures,as fwees * 
as Wine, igtoxicated their Spirits. | 


Theſe Errors, as groſs as impious, were 
univerſal : the Philoſophers. themſelves 
were not exempted from the Contagi- 
Qn.:. TheiApoſtle. therefore: makes uſe 


of 
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of the cleareſt Arguments, to give Au- 
thority to the plain conſpiring Voice 
of Nature, that had ſo long in vain re- 
calld them from Idolatry to the Wor- 
ſhip of the only true God,” He there- 
fore declares, that the Divine Maker 
of all things, the Father of Spirits, 
could not be repreſented by corporeal and 
corruptible things, but was to be ac- 
knowledg'd and ador'd in a manner be- 
coming, his {ſpiritual and infinite Per- 
feftions. [That he maar all Nations of 
oze Blood, though diſtinguiſh'd in their 
Habitations and Times, that they 
might ſeek and ſervethe one univerſal 
Creator.' And though the Pagan World 
for many Ages had lived in an unnatu- 
ral Oblwvioa of God, and he ſeem'd 
unconcerned for their Violation of his 
Laws, yet it was not from the defeft 
of Juſtice, but the Direction of his 
Wiſdom, that his Patience was ſo long 
extended 'tothem. And this he proves 
by the new and moſt expreſs Declara- 
tionof his Will: But now he command- 
ed all Men every where. to-repent ; be+ 
cauſe he ' bath appointed a Day, in which 
he will judg'the World in Righteouſ- 
zweſs, by the Man whom he hath ordain- 
ed: whereof be bath glovs Aſſurance t0 


3 all 
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all Men, in that he raiſed him fr om th | 


Dead. | 


In the Words, the Eternal Counſeh | 


Hs... 0 


of God are revealed in two great | 


things. 


1. The determining a time wherein : 
he will righteouſly judg the World; F 


He hath appointed a Day. 


2. The Deſignation of the Perſon 
by whom he will perform that eminent 


part of Soveraignty : by Jeſus Chriſt, Þ 


whom he hath raiſed from the dead. 


In order to the handling of the main 
Point, it is requiſite to premiſe briefly 
{ome Propoſitions. | 

1. That God is the Univerſal Mo- 
narch of the World, and has ſupreme 
Authority to govern reaſonable Crea. 


tures, antecedent to their EleQion and © 


+. <> 


Conſent. The Pfalmiſt calls to the * 


Heathens, Kyow ye that the Lord « | 


God : that is, the moſt glorious Being, 
and abſolute Sovereign ; for zt # he that 
made ws, and not we our ſelves. He 
formed all things by his Almighty 
Goodneſs, and is King by Creation. 
'. 2, The two principal and neceſſary 
parts of his Soveraignty are, to give 
SC | Laws 
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Laws = _ of his —_— 
and to paſs final Judgment upon them 
for bell dance or Diſcraſormity 
to his Precepts. Mere natural Agents 
are regulated by a wiſe Eſtabliſhment, 
that is the Law of their Creation. The 
Sun and Stars are moved according to 
the juſt Points of their Compaſs. 'The 
Angels are under a Law 1n Heaven, 
aud obey his Commandments; "The Hu- 
mane Nature of Chrift, though ad- 
vanced to the higheſt: capacity of a 
Creature, yet received a Law. And his 
whole Work upon Earth for our Salva- 
tion, was an AC of Obedience to ths 
Will of God, HM a Prince out of affe- 
Rion to his Friend will leave his own 
Dominions, and live privately with 
him in a foreign Country, he muſt be 
ſubjeft to the Laws of that Place. In- 
deed it 1s not conceivable that a Crea- 
ture ſhould be without a Law ; for this 
is ro make it ſupreme and independent : 
Supreme, in not being liable to a _ 
rior Power to confine and order it ; 

dependent, as to its Being and Operati- 
ons; for Dependance neceſfarily infers 
SubjeQtion. There isa viſible connext- 
on between thoſe Titles; The Lord « 


our Judg, the Lord is our Law-giver, the 16 33. 22, 


L 4 Lord 
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Rom. 3. 2, 6, 


Lord i our King. And ſometimes ig 
Scripture, his Soveraignty is intimated 
inthe Titleof Judg : thus in;that hum. 
ble Expoſtulationof Abraham for Sodom; Þ 
Shall not the Tudg of all the World do 
right ? Headdreſles his Requeſt to God Þ 
under. that Title, to ſoften his Power, 


and incline his Clemency to dave the Þ 
Wicked for their ſakes wha were com- F 


paratively Righteous, that is; innocent | 
of their erying, Sins. Ws | 

3. As his right to govern and judg 
the World is natural, 1a are his Attri- 
butes, his 7, Yang Holinels, - Juſtice 


. and Power, thatquality and render him 


molt worthy. tg exerciſe this, Govern» 
meat. ; 'Theſe are finite ſeparable Qua, 
{les in Angels or Men, but eſſential 
ertcQtions tothe Deity.  *Tis more 
rational to conceive that;things may be 
congeal'd by the heat of Fire, dr turn'd 
black by. whiteneſs, than that the leaſt 
att of Inzuſtice can be done by the righ- 
teous Lord, 'Fhe Apoſtle rejets with 
extreme deteftation, the blaſphemous 
Charge of Unrighteouſneſs 1n God's 
Proceedings : 1s God unrighteyws that 
taketh Vengeance ? God forbid : For then 
how ſhall God jugg the World ? He may 
as ſoon renounce. his Nature, and ceaſe 
| to 
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to be God, for as ſuch he is neceſſarily 
os of the World, as violate his own 
ertetions in his judicial proceedings 


| withus. 


4. God being inviſible in his own 


E Nature, bath moſt wiſely ordained the 


aſt Judgment of the World to be tranſ- 


: ated by a viſible Perſon : becauſe Men 


are to be judged, and the whole proceſs 
Fi Judgment with them, will be for 
things done in the Body. The Perſon 
appointed for this Great Work, is Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God united to- the 
Humane Nature. The Father judgeth John g. 22. 
0 : Not as if he deſcended from 
the. Throne, . and deveſted himſelf of 
his Supremacy, but not immediately ; 
but hath committed all Tadgment to the 
Son.. And it follows, As- the Father ver. :5, 27. 
hath Life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to 
the Son to have Life in himſelf : And 
hath given bim Authority to execute Judg- 
ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man ; 
that is, in the quality of Mediator, for 
the reward of his Sufferings. The qua- 
lity of this Office requires no leſs Per- 
ſon for the diſcharge of ir, than the Son 
of God. 

1: Upon the account of its ſuperla- 
tive; Dignity. No mere - Creature is 
Capa- 


— 
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Rev. 5, 


Jolm 5s. 23. 


un 


capable of ſuch a glorious Commiſſion, 
To pals a Sovereign Sentence upon An- 


gels and Men, is a Royalty reſerv'd for 
God himſelf, We read that no Man in 


Heaven or Earth was able to open the Sea 


led Book of his Eternal Counſels, as un- 
+ only Jeſus Chriſt © 
who was in the Bofom of the Father, © 
the Scat of his Counſels and Compaſſi- 
ons, and was acquainted with all his 
Glorious Secrets, could unfold the Or- F 
der of the Divine Decrees about the 
Church. And if no Creature was wor. # 
thy to be admitted into God's Counſel, E 


ſearchable 44 deep 


much leſs to be taken into his Throne, 
The Eternal Son, the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon, is alone fit to be his authort- 


{ed Repreſentative in Judgment. Our EZ 
Saviour declares, that the Father in- ® 
veſted the Son with this Regal Power, ® 
that all Men ſhould honour the Son, with Þ 
the ſame religious Revyerence, and fu- | 


preme Adoration, as they honour the Fa- 
ther. 


Difficulty, no mere Creature is able to 
diſcharge it, 'To judg the World, in- 
cludes two things: 1. To paſsa righ- 
teous and irrevocable Judgment upon 
Men for all Things done 1n this == 
2. The 


nt” 


2. Upon the account of the immenſe | 


F 
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2. The aQtual execution of the Sen- 
tence. And for this no leſs than infi- 
nite Wiſdom, and infinite Power are 
neceſſary. If a ſele&t number of An- 
gels of the higheſt Order were depured, 
yet they could not manage the judicial 
Trial of one Man : For beſides the in- 
numerable Atts and Omiſhons in one 
Life, the Secrets of the Heart, from 
whence the guilt or goodneſs of Moral 
AQtions is principally derived, are not 
open to theni. He alone that diſcerns 
= Things, can require an account of 
all. 

3}. The Son of Man is inveſted 
with this high Office as the Reward of 
his Sufferings, We muſt diſtinguiſh 
between the eſſential and oeconomical 
Power of Chriſt. The Son of God, 
conſidered in his Divine Nature, has an 
original Power of Judgment equal with 
the Father ; but conſidered as Media- 
tor, has a Power by delegation. In the 
quality of the Son of Man, he is inferior 
in Dignity to the Father. The Apo- 
ftle declares this in that ſcale of Subor- 
dination, of the Creatures to Belie- 
vers, and of Believers to Chriſt, and 
of Chriſt to God. Al! things are yours, 


and you are Chriff's, and Chrift u God's. 


And 
- 


of Em Jaan, 


And obſerving the beautiful Order that 
ariſes from the — bag and depend» 
ance between Things, he faith, The F 
Head of every Man i Chriit, and the © 
Head of the Woman is the Man, and the | 
Head of Chriit s God, Now this Pow- © 
er by Commiſſion was conferr'd upon | 
him as the Reward of his Sufferings. 
The Apoſtle expreſly declares it, that F 
Chriſt being in the Form of God, and 
without any uſurpation truly equal to F 
him in Divine PerfeQtions and Majeſty, 
humbled himſelf, and became obedieut to © 
the Death of the Croſs. Wherefore God & 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
Name above every Name: that af the 
Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould: bow, T 
of Things in Heaven, and Things ,in 
Earth, and Things under the Earth; and 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Fe- | 
ſus Chriit is Lord, to the Glory of God 
the Father. ' His vicorious Sufferings 
are the Titles to his Triumphs; his 
being {o igpominioply depreſs'd 'and 
condemn'd by Men, is the juſt reaſon 
of his advancement to judg the World. 
5. There is a Day appointed where- 
in the Son of Man will appear in ſeaſi- 
ble Glory, and exerciſe his judicial Pow- 
er upon Angels and Men. He is now 
ſeated 


a+ 
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ſeated at the right Hand of the Majeſty 

on High, and the Celeſtial Spheres are . 
under his Feet : Univerſal Nature feels 
the power of his Scepter: He reigns in 
the Hearts of the Saints by his Word 
and Spirit, and reſtrains the Fury of his 
Enemies in what degrees he pleaſes :; 
but ſtill his Servants are in diftreſs, and 
his rebellious Enemies inſolently break 
his Laws; and the Curtains of Heaven 
conceal his Glory from us : therefore a 
Time is prefix'd, when in the face of 
the World he will make an eternal dif- 
ference by Rewards and Puniſhments 
between the Righteous and the. Wick- 
ed, and his Government ſhall have its 
compleat and glorious Iſſue. This is 
ſtiled the Judgment of the Great Day. 

1. With reſpe& to the appearance 
of the Judg. When the Law was gi- 
ven from Mount Sinai, the Mountain 
was covered with Fire, and the Voice 
of God as loud as Thunder proclaimed 
it from the midſt of the Flames, fo that 
the whole Army of the 1/raelites was 
proſtrate on the Plain, ftruck with a 
{acred Horror, and almoſt dead at the 
amazing Sights and Sounds. . From 
hence 'tis ſaid, that 5 his, right Hand 
”as 4 fiery Lav. And if the Law-giver 

| appear'd 
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appear'd in ſuch terrible Majeſty at the 

» proclaiming the Law, how much more | 
when he ſhall come to revenge the F 
Tranſgreſſions of it ? "Tis ſer forth | 
in Scripture in the moſt lofty and mag- Þ 
nificent Expreſſions : He ſball come in | 
his Father's Glory, and his own Glory, ©: 
and the Glory of the Angels. Adevour- | 
ing Fire ſhall go before him, to conſume | 
all the Works of the Univerſe. He F 
ſhall deſcend from the higheſt Heavens, 
glorious in the attendance of innume- 
rable Angels, but mbre in his own Ma- 
jeſty, and fit on a radiant Throne high 
above all. 

2. *'Tis great, with reſpe&t to the 
appearance of thoſe who are to be 
judg'd : All the Apoſtate Angels, and 
the univerſal Progeny of Azam. The 
bowels of the Earth, and the bottom 
of the Sea, and all the Elements ſhall 
give up the Dead. The mighty An- 
gels the winged Miniſters of Juftice, 

ll fly to all Parts, and attach the 
Wicked to bring them as miſerable Pri- 
foners before that high Tributthal. And 
thoſe bleſſed powertul Spirits ſhall con- 
gregate the Righteous, to preſent them 
at his right Hand; ond 


— 
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to what 


3. 'Tis great with ref 
ll perform 


ſhall be then done : He 


* the moſt glorious and conſummate at 


of his Regal Office, after a righteous 
Trial pronounce Judgmeat, upon which 


 theeteroal Deſtiny of the World de- 


nds. And .immediately the Saints 
Il aſcend with him to the everlaſtin 


+ Manſions of Glory, and the Wick 


ſhall be ſwallowed* up in the fiery 
Gulph for ever. 

o define the particular Time when 
this ſhall be accompliſh'd, is beyond 
the knowledg of the Angels of higheſt 
Dignity. *Tis inter Arcane Imperii, 
among the Secrets of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. *Tis obſervable that God has 
revealed the Times preciſely wherein 
{ome great Events ſhould come to pals : 
after how many Years the 1/raelites 


{hould be freed from Egyptian Bon- ' 


dage: after what ſpace of Time they 
ſhould be reſtored from the Captivity 
of Babylon : when the Meſſiah ſhould 
die for the expiation of Sin : but there 
is no deſignation by certain CharaQters 
of the. particular Day, nor Year, nor 
Age, inany Prophecy, of our Saviour's 
coming to Judgment. And of this an 
Account may he given, The Ga_ 
n 
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* of Death for this Teſtimony : I ſaj 


Mar,25.64,63- 


of his Teſtimony by that viſible Mira- 


End of thoſe Predictions was, that thoſ 
who lived to ſee their accompliſhment, Þ 
notwithſtanding the ſeeming Impoſfs. F 
dilities, might beheve the Truths and | 
Power of God to fulfil the Revelation þ 
of his Purpoſes for the Time to come, F 
But at the laſt Day, all the Promiſes F 
and Threatnings will be fulfilled, o- Þ 
thing will remain to be the Objeft 
Faith 3 and conſequently it was ſupe 
fluous to declare the certain Time, ſince E 
the exat accompliſhment of it accord. 
ing to the Prediction, will neither be Þ 
uſeful to confirm Believers, or convert 
Infidels. SHA 
Laſtly, The ReſurreQtion of Jeſus | 
Chriſt is the moſt convincing and com- Þ 
manding Evidence of this DoQrine, F. 
that he ſhall judg the World. For he Þ 
was charged with Blaſphemy onevi 
ay- F 
to you, hereafter fbatl you ſee the Son of © 
Mand ſitting on the right Hand of Pow- | 
er, and coming inthe Clouds. of Heaven. 
He dedicated Martyrdom in his own © 
Sufferinpgs. Now God in raifing him | 
from the Dead, confirmed 'the Truth 


cle, and the belief of it converted -rhe 
World to Chriftianity.. , - * - , 
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F Twill now proceed to illuſtrate and 
 . prove the main Point, which is this : 


That God will judg the World in Righ- 
teouſneſs by Jeſus Chrift. 


The Mediator, who {hall be Judg 


* in the Union of both Natures, conſfi- 


dered as the Son of God, is eſſentially 


| Holy and Righteous; and conſidered as 


the Son of Man, was holy, harmleſs, 
wndefiled, ' and ſeparate from Sinners. In 
him all Vertues ſhin'd in their abſolute 
Purity : and who is ſo worthy and qua- 
lifed to reward Holineſs and puniſh 
Wickednelſs, as the holy One of God? 
"Tis ſaid of him, Thou ha#t loved Righ+ 
teouſneſs, and bated Iniquity, therefore 
thy God hath anointed thee with Oil of 
gladneſs above thy Fellows : Conſecrated 
him to the Regal Office, and enrich'd 
his humane Nature with Endowments 
ſuitable to it. "Twas propheſied of 
hum, The Spirit of the Lord ſhall ret, 
upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and 
Might, the Spirit of Knowleds, and of 
the Fear of the Lord; and ſhall make him 
of quick underſtanding in the Fear of the 
M Lord, 


Heb. 1, 


ETY 
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Rev. 20. 11, 


"MP 


Lord, and He ſbal not judge after th FP: | 
ſeoht of his Eyes, neither reprove after Þ 


the hearing of his Ears. But with Righ-Þ: 
rteouſneſs ſhall be judg the Poor, and re 
prove with Equity. Humane Judgments I 
are often unrighteous from vicious Re- þ 
ſpe&s and Aﬀetctions that pervert the 4 
Will, or fair. appearances that deceive þ 
the Underſtanding : by Gitts or Guile, | ; | 


Innocence is caſt, and Guilt acquitted: &* 
but the Judg of the World is inflexible 
to Partiality, and all things are entirely 


open to his ſight. In the AQt of Judg- 


on 4 white © 


ment he is repreſented ſittin 


Throne, the Emblem ot unſpotted Ho. © 
p 


lineſs. 


The Righteouſneſs of God's Judicial © 
Proceedings will appear by conſidering * 


three Things. 


I. The Equity of his Law, the 


Rule of the great and final Judg. |? 


ment. 


II. The Evidence of the Fats and 
Matter, which ſhall be produc'd 
as the Reaſon of the Judgment, 


III, The Impartiality of the Sen» 


CCNCC. 


FT. The 


f 


| 


S 
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I. The Equity of the Law which 

& ſhall be the Rule of the laſt Judgment, 

& . This will appear by conſidering the 
* Law of Nature, and the Law of 

Faith, in their Precepts and Penalties, 

> annex'd to enforce the Obſervation of 
| them. 

1. The Law of Nature, which is 
the Rule of Mans Duty, will be the 
Rule of Judgment : for without the Law 
there is no Tranſgreſſion; and conſequent- 
ly a Perſon is unaccountable for his Acti- 
ons. This Law is compoſed of ſuch 
* Rules as are moſt becoming the wile 

© and gracious Creator to give, and the 

> reaſonable Creaturetoreceive and obey : 
” for theyentirely agree and concenter in 
his Glory and the Good of his Subjects. 
The Apoſtle adorns the Law with the 
moſt excellent Elogy, "tis Holy, Fut, gn. -. :-, 
and Good. Holy, as it enjoins all AQns 
of Piety to God : the adoration of his 
Majeſty reſulting from his icexpreſſible 
Divine PerfeQtions, the imitation of his 
Purity, a reliance on his Goodneſs, a re- 
ſignation to his moſt wife Providence, 
and a dutitul obedience to his Will, 
Such a ſenſe of our dependance and ſub- 
jcction to God, is the proper Character 
M 2 of 
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of the reaſonable Creature, as dignih-B i 
ed above inanimate and mere ſenlitiveE t 
Beings. The Law # juſt, as it dire 1 
us how to demean our ſelves in our va 1 
rious Relations. Juſtice is the Cement ® 1 
of Societies, without which they dif © « 
band and fall into Confuſion, And the © | 
Sum of the Law is virtually compri- * 
zed in one Rule, to do to others as me © 

would they ſhould do to ws, than which | 
nothing is more equal. *Tis good to Þ 
Man that keeps it, commanding no- Þ 
thing but what is influential upon his © 
Well-being here and for ever, It does | 
| not infringe his true Freedom, but al- F 
| lows him unſtain'd Delights, and en- F 
| joins what 1s proper to advance and ſe- F 
| cure his Dignity, Felicity and PerfeQi- | 
| on. Ir forbids every thing that defiles F 
| and debaſes him, and caules a degene- t 


| ration from his native Excellency. If | 
we preſcind in.our thoughts the ſacred * 
Authority of the 'Law-giver, all the © 
Precepts of the Law for their moral 
Gcodneſs, deſerve our eſteem and 
choice, and entire obſervation. "The © 
ſantified Mind approves them univer- 

Plal, 115+ 128. ſally, I eſteem all thy Precepts concerns 
ing all things to be right, ſaith holy Da- 
wid. Nay, in the Wicked there is an 

intel- 


\ 
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intelletual aſſent to the Goodneſs of 
the Law, though the corrupt Will doth 
got embrace it : there are ſome Inclina- 
tions and Wiſhes to obey it, but con- 
troul'd by vicious Deſires. *Tis faid 
of the convinced Sinner, Thos knoweſt 


his Will, and approveſt the things that Rom. 2. 18. 


are more excellent. 

It may be objected, That the. Law be- 
ing pure, and Man in a frail ſtate, ſur- 
rounded with innumerable Temptati- 
ons, to require perfe&t Obedience from 
him, and condemn him for his Failings, 
ſeems hard, The Law lays a reſtraint 
upon all the Senſes, and forbids all fleſh- 
ly Luſts: this may be eaſy to ſeparate 
Souls, but for Men to live in the Body, 
as if they were out of it, to be always 
vigilant againſt the infinuations or at- 
tacks of Sin, is impoſſible. Thus the 
Carnal Mind is apt with ſome colour, 
to traduce the Righteouſneſs of God's 
Government, Bur it will be clearly 
vindicated, by conſidering; 

(1.) The Law ſuppoſes Man in a 
ſtate of integrity, turniſh'd with ſuf- 
hcient Power tocomply with every Pre- 
cept, though free to fall from his Duty 
and Happineſs. Tocommand abſolute 
Impoſlibilities, is tyrannical, and utter- 


M 3 ly 


Of Eternal Judgment. 


'C,, 6. IO, 


— OOO ——— — —_ 


ly inconſiſtent with the Nature of the ; 


Bleſled God. 1 


(2.) The firſt Man wilfully tranſs F 
greſs'd the Law, and loſt his Holineſs: Þ 


And Nature being poiſon'd in the Foun. 


tain, 15 corrupt 1n all the deſcendants 
from him. Mankind was juſtly de. 


graded in rebellious Adam, and is detti- F 


tute of ſpiritual Strength to perform F 


all that the Law requires. 


(3.) This diſability is vicious and i 


culpable, and can be no pretence againſt 
the Rights of the Law-giver. A na- 
tural diſability from the want of requi- 
ſite Faculties is a juſt excuſe, *Tis no 
Fault that a Man cannot ſtop the Sun, 
as Joſhua did ; nor calm a Tempeſt, as 
our Saviour did by his Word. But the 
diſability that ariſes from a depraved 
diſpoſition, renders a Perſon more guil- 
ty. Ard this is the preſent Caſe, The 
Will of Man 1s diſobedient and per- 
veric, and as ſoon as it can exerciſe E- 
lection, chooſes Evil; and by cuttom 
in Sin becomes more hardened and ob- 
{tinate, And from hence the Prophet 
charges the contumacious Jews ; Behold 
their Ear is uncircumciſed, and they can- 
no: hearken. Were they uncapable of 
hearing the Divine Commands ? No; 
but 
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but the Word of the Lord was to them a 
Reproach, they had no delight init. And 
our Saviour upbraids the Phariſces, How 


can je believe, which reteive Honour one John $. 44. 


of another, and ſeek not the Honour that 
comes from God only ? They were in 
high reputation for their Holizeſs, 
which made it impoſſible for them in an 
humble penitent manner to ſubmit to 
our Saviour. In ſhort, the primary 
end of the Law was the Happineſs of 
Man in the performance of his Duty ; 
and his firſt Sin, and conſequent Impo- 
tence to fulfil it, was by his own faulr. 
As the Obliquity of a Line cannot be 
aſcrib'd to the {trait Rule, bur to the 
Error of the Hand that draws it. And 
from hence *tis clear, that if God ſhould 
with a terrible exaCtnels require of 
Men unfinning Obedicnce upon the 
pain of Damnation, he cou!d not be 
tax'd with Unrighteouſneſs. 

2, Bur God has been pleaſed ro mi- 
tigate and allay the Severity of the 
Law by the Goſpel; fo that although 
the lealt breach of it makes a Perſon an 
Otender and obnoxious to Judgment, , 
yet the Law of Faith propounds ſucl: 
merciful Conditions to the Guilty, that 
up2n the pertormance of titm, they 
M 4 may 
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James 2. 12, 


may plead their Pardon feal'd with the 
Blood of their Redeemer, and ſhall be Þ 
ſaved and crown'd in the Day of Judg. F 
ment, We are commanded ſo to [peat 
and do, as they that ſhall be judged by the 
Law of Liberty. Thus the Goſpel is 
ſtiled, in that it frees the Conſcience, 
though not from the Obedience, yet | 
from the Terrors and Condemnation E 
of the Law; for there was not the 
leaſt fignification of Mercy by it. But 
in the Goſpel, the Grace of God moi 
illuſtriouſly appears. 
(1.) In that when: our Innocence 
was loſt, there may be a renovation of 
the Sinner by Repentance: to which F 


.the plenary Pardon of Sin is aſſured, ® 
13.1.16,17,18 Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil | 


of your Doings from before mine Eyes © © 


Ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, © 


ſaith the Lord : and though your Sins be © 
4s Scarlet, they ſhall be white as Snow; © 
thaugh they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall © 
be white like Wooll. God will not par- &© 
don thoſe who forgive and flatter them. ® 
ſelves in their Sins ; but thoſe who con- | 
feſs and farſake them, ſhall find Mercy, 

* (2.) Sincerity of Qbedience is accep- 
ted where Perfection is wanting, When 
2 Perſon with confent of Heart and ſe- 
rious 
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rious Endeavours ſtrives to obey the ho. 
ly Will of God, without the exception 


' of any known Duty, or the indulgence 


of any Sin, God will ſpare him, as a Fax Val. 3. 17. 


ther ſpares his Son that ſerves him, 
'Tis not ſo much the Matter as the Al. 


| lowance that makes Sin deadly, Where 


there is guile in the Heart, it will be 


E ſeverely imputed. *Tis not according 

© to ſome particular Acts of Sin, but the 

# Tenor of the Life, that the fate of 
| Men will be decided. 


(3.) Unfeigned Faith in the Lord 


8 Jeſus, that is, ſuch g belief of the Truth 


p: | 
- 
- "4 


and Goodneſs of his Promiſes, as indu- 
Ces US to receive him as our Prince and. 
Saviour, as purihes the Conſcience, the 
Heart and Life, will free us from Hell, 
and entitle us to Heaven, according to 
the Covenant of Grace. In ſhort, the 
hnal Reſolution of a Man's Trial and 
Caſe will be this; cither he has per- 
formed the gracious Conditions of the 
Goſpel, and he ſhall be ſaved; or re- 
jected them, and he ſhall be damned. 

If it be objeQted, that the Terms of 
Evangelical Juſtification, though in 
themſelves comparatively eaſy, yet are 
of impoſſible performance to Men in 
their natural ſinful State, "The Anſwer 
is clear ; 1. That 
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2 Tim. I. 7. 


i Pet. 1. 12. 


I. That although the zatural Man bk, F 


dead in Sin, without ſpiritual ſtrength 
to reſolve and perform his Duty, and 


holy heat of deſires to it ; and nothing Þ 


is alive in him but his corrupt Paſſions, 
thatare like Worms generated in a Car. 
caſs; yet by the Grace that is offered 
in the Goſpel, he may be enabled to 
perform the Conditions of it : for in 
this the Goſpel excels the Law, the 
Law diſcovers Sin, but affords no de- 
grees of. ſupernatural Power to ſubdue 


it, and directs to no Means for the ex- | 


Tf ytww” "C4 G1 
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piation of its Guilte As the Fire i the | 


Buſh diſcovered the Thorns without 
conſuming them. 
Spirit, the true Spring of Life and Pow- 
er, is the concomitant of the Goſpel, as 
St. Peter declares, With the preaching of 
the Goſpel the Holy Gho#t was ſent down 
from Heaven. And the Spirit by illu- 
minating, preventing, and cxciting- 
Grace, aſſiſts Men to repent and be- 
lieve ; and 1s promiſed in rich and li- 
beral Supplies to all that humbly and 
ardently pray for it. This our Saviour 
aſſures to us by a moſt tender and en- 
dearing Compariſon : If ye that are e- 
vil, know how to give good things to your 
Children; how much more ſhall your Hea- 
veply 


But the ſanQifying F 
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venly Father give the Holy Spirit to thoſe 
* that asktt ? 
nd F 2, From hence it follows, that *tis 
nz ® from the perverſeneſs of the Will, and 
x, & the love of Sin, that Men do not obey 
r. © the Goſpel. For the Holy Spirit never 
d& withdraws his gracious aſhittance, till 
* reſifted, grieved, and quenched by them. 
na& It will be no excuſe, that Divine Grace 
e& is not conferr'd in the ſame eminent 
* degree upon forme as upon others that 


e ® areconverted: for the Impenitent ſhall 
. © notbe condemned for want of that fin- 
- & gular powerful Grace that was the Pri- 


viledg of the Elect, bur for receiving in 
E waix that meaſure of common Grace 
that they had. If he that received oze 
Tatent had faithfully improved it, he 
had been rewarded with more, but up- 
on the ſlothful and ingratetul neglett of 
his Duty, he was juſtly deprived of 
it, and caſt into a Dungeon of Horror, 
the Emblem of Hell. The Sentence of 
the Law has 1ts full force upon impc- 
nitent Sinners, wath intolerable aggra- 
vations for negleCting the Salvation of 
the Goſpel. 


| Concerning the Heathens, the Scrip- 
| turedeclares, 
1/t, 
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Rom, 1.25,27. 


Rom, 1, 32» 


Rom. 2. 


1/#, That although the Law pub. Þ 
liſh'd by Moſes was not communicated F 
to them, yet there was a ſilent, though F 
leſs _ Y.\ Impreſſion of it in their F 
Hearts, The Law of Nature in the 
fundamental Precepts of Religion, and Þ 
Society, and Temperance, was better F: 
known than obeyed by them. There. & 
fore the Apoſtle endites them for atro- 
cious Crimes, ſuch as natural Conſci- Þ 
ence conſenting with the Law of God, 
ſeverely forbids upon the pain of Dam- 
nation, Thus'tis ſaid of the Heathens, EF 
Who knowing the Tudement of God, that © 
they which commit ſuch things are worthy © 
of Death ;, not only commit the ſame, but © 
bave pleaſure in them that do them. And & 
at the laſt Day, As many as have ſinned 
without the Law, as delivered to the Fews, ® 
ſhall be judged and periſh, not according | 
to that Law of Moles, but the Law of Þ} 
Nature that obliged them to do Good, 
and reſtrain themſelves from Evil ; of 
which the counterpart was not totally 
deleted in their Hearts. 

2dly. Although the Revelation of 
Chriſt in his Perſon, Office and Bene- 
hts, is not by the preaching of the 
Goſpel (that is neceſſary for the beger- 
ting of Faith) extended to all Nations ; 
yet 


173 


Of Eternal Judgment. 


yet the Grace of the Redeemer is ſo 
far univerſal, that upon his account the 
indulgent Providence of God invited 
the Heathens to Repentance. His re- 
newed Benefits that ſweetned their 
Lives, and his powerful Patience in 
forbearing ſo long to cut them off, 
when their Impurities and Impieties 


Rom, 2. 4+ 


were ſo provoking, was a Teſtimony as 14. 17. 


of his inclination to Clemency upon 
their Reformation. And fortheir abu- 
ſing his Favours, and reſiſting the me- 
thods of his Goodneſs, they will be in- 
excuſable to themſelves, and their Con- 
demnation righteous to their own Con- 
ſciences. | 


We are next to conlider the Sanftion 
of the Law that enforces Obedience ; 
and it will appear that God is not ex- 
tream, but wiſely and juſtly ordained 
Eternal Death to be the puniſhment of 
S1n. 

This will appear by conſidering, 

1. The end of the Sanction 1s to 
preſerve the Authority of the Law in 
its full vigour, to render it molt folemn 
and awful; and conſequently 'rtis the 
wiſdom of the Law-giver, to ordain a 
Puniſhment ſo Leavy, as to ay 
a 
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---Adfir Repu- 
la peccaris,quz 


parnas 1rroget 
#quas, Horat, 


all Temptations that might otherwiſe 


induce che Subjetts to tranſgreſs its Þ 


Precepts. 


Therefore to Adam, the firſt and ſe. Þ 
cond Death was threatned upon his Þ 


Diſobedience ; and Fear, as a Sentinel, 
was planted in his Breaſt, that no guil- 
ty Thought, no irregular Deſire, no 
deceitful Suggeſtion ſhould enter to 
break the Tables of the Law depoſited 
therein, Now fince, notwithſtanding 
the threatning, Man was ſocaflily ſedu- 
ced by the inſinuations of the Tempter 
to break the Law, -and diſorder the 


Government of God in the World, *tis Þ 


evident that ſuch a Reſtraint was not 
over-rigorous to ſecure his Obedience. 
I ſhall not inſiſt on what is ſadly viſible 
ſince the firſt Apoſtacy, that there is in 


Mankind ſuch a prodigious propenſity ' 


to ſenſual things, that without the fear 
of Hell, no Arguments are ſtrong e- 
nough to prevent the bold violation of 
the Divine Law. 

2, 'Tis conſented to by common 
Reaſon, that there ought to be a pro- 
portion between the quality of the Ot- 
tence, and the degrees of the Puniſh- 
ment. Juſtice takes the Scales into its 
hand betore it takes the Sword, Now 

Sin 


redo dt o oe as a = 
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Sin againſt God is of ſuch an immenſe 


Guilt, that an eternal Puniſhment is 
# butequivalent to it. This will appear 


by conſidering, 

(1.) The PerfeCtions of the: Law- 
giver, who is infinitely above us. One 
A@ of Sin is Rebellion againſt God, 
and includes in it the contempt of his 
Majeſty, before whom the higheſt An- 


gels cover their Faces with Reverence Ita. 6. 2, z, 


and Adoration, as unworthy to behold 
his Glory ; and cover their Feet, as un- 
worthy that he ſhould behold. them : 
the contradiction of his Holineſs that 
is his peculiar Glory : the denial of his 
Omniſcience and Omnipreſence, as if 


he were confin'd to the ſuperior World, Job 22. 14- 


and buſy in regulating the harmonious 
Order of the Stars, and did not diſcern 
and obſerve what is done below : the 
defiance of his Eternal Power, and pro- 
voking him to Jealouſy, as if we were 
ſtronger than he. 

(2.) It we conſider the Obligations 
of the reaſonable Creatures to obey his 
Commands, the guilt of Sin riſes pro- 
digioully, They were made by his 
Power, with this ſpecial character of 
Excellency, according to his Image : 
they were happy in his Love :. they 
were 
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were endowed with intelleftual Facul- 
ties capable to underſtand and conſide! 
their Obligations to their bountiful 


Lord. From hence it appears that Sin Þ 
15 the moſt unnatural Rebellion againſt Þ 


God, and in it there is a concurrence of 
Impiety,; Ingratitude, Perfidiouſneſs, 
and whatever may inhance a Crime to 
an exceſs of Wickednels. 

(3.) The meanneſs of the Motives 
that induce Men to prefer the pleaſing 
their depraved Appetites before Obedi- 
ence to his ſacred Will, extreamly ag- 
gravates the Offence. Of this we have 
a convincing Inſtance in the firſt Sin 
committed upon Earth.  Deceitful Cu- 
riolity, flattering Pride, a ſecret plea- 


ſure of aCting — to his Will, | 


join'd with the low attraQtives of Senſe, 
blinded and tranſported Adam to eat 
the Mortal Fruit, againſt the expreſs 
Command of God. And ever fince, 
the vaniſhing ſhadows of Honour, or 
Gain, or Pleaſure, are the only perſwa- 
ſives to Sin, And what can be more 
provoking, than for a Trifle to tranſ- 

reſs the Law of God, and equally de- 
Piſe his Favour and Diſpleaſure ? Can 
any Puniſhment leſs than Eternal, ex- 
piate ſuch Impieties? The Rules of 
Hu- 
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Humane Juſtice may diſcover to us the 
Equity of the Divine Juſtice. *Tis 
= wt by the wiſeſt States, that ma- 


© ny Crimes which may be done 1n a few 
minutes, ſhall be puniſh'd with Death, 


and the Offender be deprived of his na- 
rural Life for ever. And is it not moſt 
juſt, that Treaſon againſt the Great and 
Immortal Kjzg,\hould be revenged with 
Everlaſting Death ? 

(4.) That which farther clears the 
Divine Juſtice in puniſhing Sin with 
Hell, is this, That God by his infalli- 
ble Promiſe aſſures us, that all who fin- 
cerely and uniformly obey him, ſhall 
be rewarded with Heaven tor ever: a 
Blefſedneſs moſt worthy the Greatneſs 
and Love of the Eternal God to beſtow 
upon his Servants : a Blefſedneſs that 
ſurpaſſes our moſt comprehenſive 
Thoughts. Now if Everlaſting Glo- 
ry be deſpiſed, what remains but end- 
leſs Miſery to be the Sinner's Portion ? 
The Conſequence is remedileſs. It Sin 
with an eternal Hell in its Ketinue be 
choſen and embrac'd, is it not equal 
that the rational Creature ſhould inhe- 
rit his own choice 2 How jult is it thar 
thoſe who are the Slaves of the Devil, 
and maintain his Party here, ſhould 
N have 
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have their Recompence with him for 
ever? That thoſe who zow ſay to thi 
Almighty, Depart from us, we deſire nt 
the knowleds of thy Ways, ſhould hea 
the dreadful Depart from me into ever. 
laſting Fire? As there will be no vain 
boaſting in Heaven, where the Rewarl 7 
is the Gift of pure Bounty ; ſo ther 
will be no righteous Complaint againk 7 
God in Hell, where the Puniſhment x7 
inflicted by powerful Juſtice, He that ? 
voluntarily fins, by conſequence chuſs * 
the Puniſhment due to it, 

(5.) The eſtimation of an Offence | 
taken from the diſpoſition of him that ' 
does it. When 'tis done with pleaſure | 
and obſtinacy, there is no place for Fa- | 
vour, Now final Impenitence alone ': 
makes Sin aCtually and eternally damn: | 
ing to the Sinner. Thoſe that, not- | 
withſtanding all gracious Means, live 
continually 1n Rebellion againſt God; 
thoſe that impenitently die in their Sins; 
thoſe that defire to live here for ever, 
that they might enjoy their ſweet Sins; | 
thoſe that are ſo hardned and naturali- 
zed in their Vices, that if they were |, 
revived and brought again into this 
World of Temptations, would certain- 
ly return to the Pleaſures of Sin ; is it 
not 
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not righteous that their incorrigible Ob- Panoz 2quali- 
ſtinacy ſhould be puniſh'd for ever? Is OE 
it not juſt that thoſe who would conti- in ponderibus 
nue under the dominion of Sin, ſhould & menſuris,ſed 
forfeit all their claim to the Divine Mer- —_ —_ 
cy? For if we conſider them as unre- <jus qui deli- 
ntant and irreclaimable from their W* &*- 
Wickedneſs, there are in them the juſt 
provocations and true cauſes of God's 
final rejection and hatred : and if we 
conſider God as revealed in his Word 
and Works, his eſlential Properties, 
Wiſdom, Purity, Juſtice, neceſſarily 
work upon ſuch Objects in ſuch a man- 
ner. How zealous an Indignation did 
the Son of God exprels againſt the ob- 
durate Phariſees? You Serpents, you Ge- Mat. 23. 33- 
neration of Vipers, how ſhould you eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell ? They in deſpite 
of all his Miracles, the equal Exprel\- 
fions of his Goodneſs and Power, re- 
ſiſted his Authority, blaſphemed his 
Perſon, and lighted his Salvation. 
Now though other Sins are of an infe- 
riour Nature, and weaker Evidence, 
yet Obſtinacy added to them, makes a 
Perſon unworthy and uncapable of 
Mercy. From hence the Miſery of the 
Damned is without Redemption, with- 
out Hope, without Allay for eyer. 
N 2 IT. 
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IT. I ſhall now proceed to conſideÞ : 

the Evidence of the FaQts that is pro g 

=. duc'dasthe Reaſon of that Judgment. © / 
The temper of Divine Juſtice is ve-F £ 

ry obſervable in the particular Judg-F } 
ments recorded in Scripture. In the firt # 
proceſs of Juſtice on Earth, we read © | 

that God made the enquiry of Adan, © + 
Haſt thou eaten of the Tree whereof |” | 

Gen. 3. 11. commanded thee that thou ſhouldft nat © 
eat? and by | way way Evidence con. | 

vinc'd him before he condemn'd him, ' 

Thus before the fiery Vengeance upon |: 

the wicked Cities, the Memory of ' 

which will never be extinguiſh'd ; The © 

Gen.18. 20,2r Lord ſaid to Abraham, Becauſe the Cry © 
of Sodom aud Gomorrah s great, and © 

becauſe their Sin is grievous, 1 will go 

down now, and ſee whether they have 

done according to the Cry of it that « 

come up unto me ; Viz. whether they 

were ſo numerouſly and exceſſively 

wicked ; if not, I will know. God is 

pleaſed to incarnate himſelf in Man's 
Expreſſion, to declare more ſenſibly to 

us, that he never puniſhes with preci- 

pitation, but after an equal trial of the 

Cauſe. Thus we read of that profane 

Dan. 5. 27+ King of Babylon, Belſhazzar, 1hat he 
Was 
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* was weighed in the Ballance, and found 
” wanting, before he was ſentenc'd to be 
> deprived of his Kingdom and Life. 
' And the Deſtrultion of the Aantichri- 
” RtianState is attended with ſolemn Hal- Rev. 15. 2, 3; 


lelujahs for the Righteouſneſs of that 
Judgment. And in the laſt Day the 


* Righteouſneſs of God's Proceedings 
2 ſhallbe univerſally manifeſt and magni- 


fied. *Tis therefore called the Day of 


' the Revelation of the righteous Judgment Rom. 2. 5; 


of God. Now in order to this, the 
Scripture informs us,that all the Works 
of Men ſhall be brought into Judgment, 
even every ſecret thing, whether good or Eccleſ. 12. ule; 
evil, And the Apoſtle faith, That we 
muſt all appear before the Fudgment-Seat 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
of Chriſt, that every one may recerve the 
things done in his Body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
All Sins, whether ſecret or openly 
viſible, ſhall be accounted for. Thoſe 
Sins that have been aQed in the moſt 
ſecret Retirement, ſo that no Eye of 
Man could take cognizance of them, 
Sins concealed from the Eye of the 
Day, the Light of the Sun, and from 
the Eyeof the Night, the Light of a 
Candle, ſhall then be made manifcſt. 
Nay, the Sins of the Thoughts and 
N 3 Aﬀe- 


Rom. e. 16. 


James 4- 
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AﬀeRions, of which Satan could not* 
accuſe Men, when the inward Fire of 
Luſt or Malice is not diſcovered by the? 
leaſt ſmoak or ſparkles, by no expreſlſi- 
ons, all thoſe ſhall be brought to Judg. 
ment : God will judg the Secrets of Men 
by Jeſus Chriſt. ; 

The Sins of Omiſſion of our Duty © 
that are ſo numerous, from careleſsnels © 
and diverſions, from ſlothfulneſs and © 
delays, and that now fo little affeCt us; ! 
for we are more ſenſible of what we do! 
than of what we have not done; the © 
guilt of all theſe ſhall then be heavily * 
charged on the Conſcience of the Sinner. © 
I was an hungry, and you gave me mw | 
Meat ; I was thirfty, and you gave me no 
Drink, was the Accuſation of the Re. : 
probates from the Judg himſelf. To 
bim who knoweth to do Good, and doth ' 
3 not, to him it is a Sin. The negle& 
of improving all the Means, Advanta- 
ges,. and Opportunities of doing or re- 
cerving Good, will be a great part of 
that Judgment. The Lord called his 
Servants to an account for the Talents 
committed totheir Truſt, and required 
Profit 1n proportion to their Number 
and Worth. 

All Sins of Commiſſion in Toxth and 
Age, 
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| Age, whether groſs Senſuality, as Laſ- 


civiowſneſs, Luſts, exceſs of Wine, Re- 


vellings, Banquetings, and abominable 


: s Idolatries, and all exceſs of Riot, ſhall 


be accounted for to him who is ready to 
judg the quick and the dead : or AQts of 
Unrighteoulneſs to others. He that 
doth wrong, ſhall receive according to the 
Wrong he has done. And Sins of a lel(- 


x Per. 4. 5. 


ſer guilt, for which the moſt are not col. 3. 2; 


touch'd with grief or ſhame, ſhall then 
be produc'd in Judgment. All the Sins 
of our Words, {ſo calily committed, 
and not fo eaſily obſerved, ſhall then 
be call'd to a heavy remembrance. The 
Judg himſelf tells us; 1 ſay unto you, 
that every idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, 
they ſhall give account thereof in the 
Day of Tudement. And if vain Words, 
the Signs and immediate Effefts of a 
vain Mind, ſhall ſadly encreaſe our 
Accounts, how much more all the con- 
tentious, fierce and revengeful Words, 
the detraCting, falſe, contumelious and 
injurious Words, the impure, filthy 
and contagious Words, the prophane, 
blaſphemous and impious Words, that 
flow from the evil Treaſure of the Heart ? 


O their dreadful Number,and oppreſſing 


Weight ! 


And 
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ſude 14, 15+ 


LukCi 21. 3z 4 


Mar. 10. 42. 


Rev. 20. 12, 


And all the Aggravations and Cir. Þ fo 
cumſtances of Mens Sins, that raiſe ® #/ 
their Guilt to ſuch fearful heights, ſhall & # 
be enumerated 1n order to | ” t 
For thus *twas foretold ; Behold, the © 
Lord comes with tex thouſand of his Saints, © 
to execute Fudgment upon all, and to cons | 
vince all that are ungodly among them, | 
of all their ungodly Deeds which they & 
have ungodly committed ; and all ther & 
hard Speeches which ungodly Sinxers have © 
ſpoken againſt him. And all the good | 
Works of the Saints ſhall then be re. F 
membred, even to the leaſt work of } 
Picty, the giving of two Mites to the 


oe. as AM 


Treaſury of the Temple; and the leaſt 
work of Charity, the giving a Cup of 
cold Water to a Diſciple, upon the ac- | 
count of h13 relation unto Chriſt, All * 
their ſecret Graces and Duties ſhall 
then be rewarded. | 
The manner of this Judicial Evi- 
dence is ſer forth to us in Scripture, by 
the opening the Books ; congruoully to 
proceedings 1n humane Judgement , 
wherein the Information and Charge 
is produc'd from Writings for the con- 
viction of the Accuſed. 'Thus it was 
repreſented to St. Joby in a Viſion ; 
I ſaw the Dead, ſmall and great, ſtand be- 


ore 
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* fore God; and the Books were opened, and 
| the Dead were judged out of the things 
all ® that were written in the Books, according 


| to their Works. 
he © 


1. The Booksof the Law and Goſpel 
ſhall then be open'd in all the Injuncti- 
ons and Prohibitions, and our Lives 
compar'd with them. Our Saviour 


told the Jews, Do not think that T will john g. 45. 


accuſe you to my Father 5 there ts one that 
accuſeth you, even Moles, in whom you 
truſt : not the Perſon, but the Law of 
Moſes. And he denounced againit 
thoſe that reje& the Goſpel ; the Word 


that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall Judg John 12. 48. 


them in the la# Day. The Law is the 
exatt Tranſcript of God's Sacred Will, 
the natural and immutable Rule of 
Righteouſneſs ; *tis pure, forbids all 
Sin, and enjoins univerſal Holineſs ; 
"tis ſpiritual, requires not only a con- 
formity in Words and Actions, but in- 
ward SanCtity in Mind and Heart : 
for the Soul is the principal part of 
Man, entirely open to God's Eye, the 
Maker and Judg of it. And the moit 
enlightned Saints have but an imperfeCt 
knowledg of it here. This made ho- 
ly David, after his meditation upon its 
Purity 


Es © 
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Purity and Perfe&tion, to cry out in an 

Pal. 339. Agony, Who can underſtand his Errors! 
cleanſe thou me from ſecret Sins. This, ® of 
when opened 1n its ſpiritual and com- ® E 
prehenſive Nature, by a wiſe and zea. ® 0 
lous Preacher, darts a Light into the © P 
Conſcience, and diſcovers many ſecret © 1 
Sins, that like ſo many Serpents were |} 
ſtill and quiet in the dark ; but upon 
the ſudden breaking in of the Light, 
fly upon the Sinner, and torment him 
with their mortal Stings. But when 
the Law-giver himſelt ſhall expound 
the Law 1n its full extent and perfeQi- 
on, with reſpect to all the Duties it 
commands, and Sins it forbids, how 
guilty will Men appear ? how unable *' 
to anſwer one Article of a thouſand 
charg'd upon them ? 


LAS. at} 
\* LY I. 
- 


2, The Omniſcience of God will 
give moſt convincing Evidence of all 
Heb, 4. 13- Our Works: All things are naked and open 
to his Eyes, with whom we have to do in 
Judgement. The Pſalmiſt declares the 
infinite perſpicacity of his ſight : The 
Pal. 139. Darkneſs hides not from thee, but the 
Night ſhines as the Day. As his Light 
x Tim. 6, 16. and tranſcendent Brightneſs is inviſible 
to us, {o our thickeſt Darkneſs is viſible 
ro 


\, _ - 
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” to him. We cannot ſee things in the 


Night, becauſe it hinders the reception 


{ of the Rays, that inſinuate into the 


Eye, and cauſes ſight : but the Eyes of 
our Judg are like a flame of Fire, dif- Rev. . 14- 
pelling all Darkneſs. From his Throne 

in Heaven, his piercing Eye ſees thro' 

all the concealments of Mens Sins. 

Thou ha# ſet our Iniquities before thee, vial. go. 8. 
and our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy 
Countenance. He diſcovered the Sacri- 

ledg of Achan, the Lie of Gehazz, the 

Deceit of Axanias. Saul's Diſobedi- 

ence in ſparing the Amalekites devoted 1 Sam. 15. 21+ 
to Deſtrution, had the colourable pre- 

tence of Piety, and, as a Sacrifice, was 

laid on the Altar. And David's Mur- 

der of Uriah was imputed to the chance 2 Sam. 11. 25. 
of War as a ſufficient excuſe. But 

though they might have deceiv'd others, 

they could not deceive God. He is in- 

timately preſent with the Souls of Men, 

that are unſearchable to the moſt dif. 

cerning Angels of Light, and knows 

all their moſt ſecret Deſigns and Deſires, 

the deepeſt Secds of their Attions. He 

alone has exaCt Scales to weigh the Spi- 

rits of Men, all the Principles, Aims 

and AﬀeCtions that are inſeparable 

from their Works. The Phariſees in 

whom 


©1188 Of Eternal Judgment. 


Match. 23. 14+ train to ſurprize ſome rich Prey. 

And this Divine knowledg of Men 
and their AQtions is in order to Judg- 
ment. Thus the wiſe King declares, 

Prov. 24. 12. Doth not he that ponders the Heart con(i- 
der it ? and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth 
not he know it ? And ſhall not he render 
to every Man according to his Works ? 

fer. 17. 10. And God himſelf teſtifies, I the Lord 
ſearch the Heart, even to give to every 
Man according to his Works. For this 
reaſon he is ſaid to keep a Regiſter of 
Mens Sins. Thus he ſpeaks of the im- 
Ia. 53. 5. pure Idolatries of the Jews ; Behold, it 
is written before me, to {ignity his exat 
and aQtual knowledg, I will not keep {6- 
lence, but will recompenſe, even recom- 
penſe into their Boſoms. And at the 
Day of Judgment he will declare his 
Knowledg of their Sins before all, and 
the moſt ſecret ſhall be made evident, 
as if written in their Foreheads in the 
moſt plain and legible CharaCters, 
And 


whom Pride was the firſt Property, and 
Hypocriſy a ſecond Nature, could not, 
with all their Saintly ſhews, impoſe on | 
Matth, 23. 14- OUr Saviour: for he knew what was in Man, © 

He diſcovered their Alms to be not the EF 
Matth. 6. 2. effet of Charity but Oftentation, and F 
their ſpecious Atts of Devotion to bea Þ 


— 
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And all the Goodneſs of the Saints 
ſhall then be revealed by the Judg. * oO 6 nobis 
Their greateſt Excellencies are ;nviſible —_— 
to the Eyes of Men: the SanQtity of tices, quam 
their Aims and Aﬀe&tions, which gives pulchram taci- 
Life and Value to all the Atts of Obe- gy Jam tar 
dience, their ſecret Duties, wherein magnigico, pla- 
the ſincerity and ardency of their Souls cidoquefulgen- 
is moſt expreſsd, are only known to mu *$. 
God. And ſuch 1s the excellent humi- 
lity, of the Saints, that the more they 
are enrich'd, and abound with the gra- 
cious Influences of the Spirit, the leſs 
they diſcoyer to the World ; as the Ce- 
leſtial Bodies, when 1n neareſt conjun- 
Qtion with the Sun, and moſt filFd 
with his Light, are leaſt in appearance 
to the Inhabitants of the Earth. But 
there 15 a Book of Remembrance before Val. 2. 16,17, 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and 
thought upon his Name. And they ſhall 
be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in the 
Day when I make up my Jewels : and I will 
/bs them as a Man ſpares his Son that 


erves him. 


3. The Conſcience of every Man 

ſhall then be open'd, and grve an Aacciu- Rom.2. 15,15. 
ſing or excuſing Teſtimony of all things : 
for thele Acts of Conſcience in the pre- 
Icnt 


Pal. 40. 12. 
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ſent Life, have a final reſpe&t to God's 
Tribunal. And though the Accounts 
are ſo vaſt, there ſhall be an exat As 
greement between the Books of God's 
Omniſcience, and of Conſcience in the 
Day of Judgment. Now indeed the 
Conſcience of Man, though never ſo 
A and diligent in examining 
and reviſing his Ways, is unable to take 
a juſt account of his Sins. As one that 
would tell the firſt appearing Stars in 
the Evening, before he can reckon 
them, others appear and confound lus 
Memory with their number : ſo when 
Conſcience is ſerioully intent in refleC&t- 
ing upon it ſelf, before it can reckon 
up the Sins committed againſt one Com- 
mand, innumerable others appear. This 
made the Pſalmiſt, upon the ſurvey of 
his Actions, break forth in amazement 
and perplexity ; Mine Iniquities are 
more than the Hairs upon my Head, there- 
fore my Heart fails me. But it will be 
one of the Miracles of that Day, to 
enlarge the view of Conſcience to all 
their Sins. Now the Recordsof Con- 
ſcience are often obliterated, and the 
Sins written therein are forgotten ; but 
then they ſhall appear in ſo clear an 
impreſſion, that the Wicked ſhall be 
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inexcuſable to themſelves, and Con- 
ſcience. ſubſcribes their Condemnation. 
And O the formidable SpeQtacle, when 
Conſcience enlightned by a Beam from 
Heaven, {hall preſent to a Sinner in oge 
view the Sins of his whole Life! Now 
Conſcience is a Notary in every Man's 
Boſom ; and though *tis not always vo- 
cal, yet writes down their Actions. 
The Sin of Judah i written with a Pen 
of Iron, and with a point of a Diamond 
"tis graven upon the Tables of the Heart. 
But then ir ſhall be compell'd to give a 
full Charge againſt the Guilty. Of this 
we have an infallible Preſage in this 
World, when Conſcience turns the 
Point againſt the Breaſt of a Sinner, and 
enforces the Tongue, by a ſecret inſti- 
gation, to accule the Perſon. And this 
Information of Conſcience at the laſt 
will make the Sinner ſpeechleſs : for 
the Book of Accounts with Divine Ju- 
ſtice, was always in his own keeping ; 
and whatever 15s recorded there, was 
written with his own Hand. And 
how will thoſe hardned Sinners that 
now kick againſt the Pricks of Conlci- 
ence, be able to repel its ſtrong and 
quick Accuſations before that terrible 
Tribunal? 


4. Other 


Jer. 17. J- 
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Rey, 


Zech. 3. 1,2,3- 


4. Other numerous Witneſſes will 
appear to finiſh the proceſs of that Day. 

ot-as if God, that knows all things, 
wants Information, but for the publick 
ConviQtion of the Wicked, 

Satan will then bring in a bloody 
Charge againſt them. Such is his 
Malignity, that he is a Complainer of 
God to Man, and by calumnaating the 
Bleſſed Creator, {educ'd our firſt Pa- 
rents; and he 1s the Accuſer of Men to 
God. He is ſtiled the Accuſer of the 
Brethren before God day and night. Some- 
times falſly, as when he taxed Fob, that 
his Piety was mercenary ; and often 
truly ro provoke the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure. But though his Charge be juſt 
againſt them as Sinners, yet as Peni- 
tent Sinners they are abſolved by the 
Judg upon the Throne of Grace, This 
we have repreſented to the Prophet 
Zechary, Joſhua the High Prieſt, a Type 
ot the Church, ftanding before the An- 
gel of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding at 
his right hand to accuſe him; tor that was 
the place of Accuſers. But Chriſt the 
Bleſſed Reconciler interpoſed : Azd the 
Lord ſaid to Satan, The Lord rebake 
thee, O Satan, even the Lord that hath 
choſen 
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choſen Jerulalem, rebuke thee. But he 
will principally att the part of an Ac- 
cuſer at the laſt Judgment. This 1s in- 
timated in that fearful Imprecation, 


Let Satan ſtand at hu right hand : when Pal. tog. 69+ 


he is judged, let him be condemned. He 
is now an ative watchful Spirit, whoſe 
Diligence is equal to his Malice, and 
by glittering Snares, or violent Temp- 
tations, draws Men to Sin, But then 
he will be their moſt bitter Acculer, 
not from zeal of Juſtice, but pure Ma- 
lignity. Then he will aggravate their 
Crimes by the moſt killing Circum- 
ſtances; though in accuſing them he 
endites himſelf, their Sins being uſual- 
ly done by his ſollicitations. 

And the Wicked themſelves will ac- 
cuſe one another. In this World Fel- 
low-ſinners uſually conceal one anothers 
Wickednels, reftrain'd by their own 
obnoxiouſnels, But then all that have 
been jointly engaged in the commiſſion 
of Sin, will impeach each other, The 
voluptuous Sinners that have excited 


one another to Luſt or Luxury ; Come, Prov. 7. 18. 


let us take our fill of Love till the Morn- 


ing. Come, I will fetch Wine, and welt. 55. 12. 


will fill our ſelves with ſtrong Drink, for 
to morrow ſhall be as to day, and much 
more 
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Prov. r. 


more abundayut. Allthe charming Com- 
panions and Aſſociates will with fierce- 
neſs charge one another. And the ma. 
lictous cruel Sinners that ſay, Come, let 
us lay wait for Blood, let us ſwallow 
them up quick as the Grave, will then 
like enraged Furies fly upon one ano- 
ther. In all Sins of Combination, 
the inferiour Inſtruments will accuſe 
their Directors for their pernicious 
Counſel, and the DircCtors will accuſe 
the Inſtruments for their wicked Com- 
pliance. 

And all the holy Servants of God, 
who by their Inſtructions, Counſels, 
Admonitions, Examples, have endea- 
voured to make the World better ; el- 
pecially thoſe who by their Place and 
Relation were more concerned, and 
more zealouſly and compaſſionately ur- 
ged and perſwaded thoſe under their 
Care to reform their Lives, and ſave 
their Souls, will give a heavy Teſti- 
mony againſt them. Indeed the very 
Preſence of the Saints will upbraid the 
Wicked, for their reſiſting all the 
warming, melting Intreaties, all the 
grave and ſerious Reproots, all the ten- 
der earneſt Expoſtulations,that were in- 
cttectual by the hardneſs of their Hearts. 
Briefly, 
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Briefly, the Scripture attributes to 
the Signs and Circumſtances of Mens 
Sins, a vocal Evidence againſt them. 
Thus the Prophet {peaking of the Houſe 
built by Rapine and Extortion, The 


Stones of the Wall cry, and the Beams Had. 2. 11, 


anſwer them; and with concurrent Te- 
ſ{timony accuſe the unrighteous Builder. 


And St. James declares, That the Wa- james . 2, 


ges of the Hireling, kept back by Fraad, 
cry againit the Oppreſſor. And the Ru# 
of Gold and Silver treaſured up, is a Wit- 
neſs againit the Covetous. And this by 
the recognition of Conſcience will be a 
Memorial againſt them hereafter. 

To what the Scripture ſpeaks of this 
kind of Evidence of Mens Sins, I ſhall 
add a uſeful Repreſentation fram'd by a 
Heathen, to ſignify that Wickedneſs, 
how ſecretly foever committed, {hall 
be brought to light in Judgment. He 
tells us, © That the Soul of a very 
* guilty Wretch, was after Deatit ar- 
* raigned before one of the ſevere 
& Judges below. And at his Trial, 
* becauſe his atrocious Crimes were 
* done 1n ſecret, he ſtood upon his de. 
«* fence, denying all. The Judg com- 
*& manded his Lamp to be produc'd, 
& that was an Eye-witneſs of his Wick- 

() 2 ._ © eanch, 
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* edneſs. The Lamp appear'd, and 
” being demanded what it knew of 
* him? anſwered with a ſigh, Would 
* I had been conſcious of nothing, for 
* even now the remembrance of his 
« Villanies makes me to tremble : I 
«© wiſh my Light had been extinguiſh- 
-#: ed, that the Oil that maintained had 
* quench'd it. But I burnt with dif- 
&« dain, and caſt about ſome Sparks to 
&« fire his impure Bed, and was grieved 
* that my little Flame was ſo weak as 
* not to conſume it. I ſaid within my 
« ſelf, If the Sun ſaw theſe Villanies, 
« it would be eclips'd, and leave the 
«& World in Darkneſs. But I now per- 
© ceive why I was conſtrain'd to give 
* Light to him, that being a ſecret Spy 
© of his Uncleanneſs, his Thefts and 
« Cruelties, I might reveal them. But 
we that are enlightned by Faith, and 
| Ipſe rimen- know that God is omnipreſent, and that 
- —_—— what-ever $1n 1s done, though in the 
crets. Lucerna deepeſt and darkeſt receſs, is manifeſt 
arder? viderte. to him, || have no need of Lucian's 
Rect Lamp to make our Judg to be feared 
te, Incubile 1n- DY US, 
fras* viderre. 3. The Impartiality of the Sentence 
ris? vider te, W1ll make the Juſtice of God conſpicuous 
Ipſum time, before the whole World. This conſiſts 
in two things. 1. There 
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1. There will be no diſtinction of 
Perſons. 

2. There will be a diſtinftion of 
Cauſes in that Judgment ; and accord- 
ing to their Nature, the Sentence will 
pals upon all. 

1, There will be no diſtintion of 
Perſons. In humane Courts the Judges 
ſometimes extend and amplify, ſome- 
times contra or ſmother the Evidence, 
and are more rigorous or favourable in 
their Sentence, as they are biaſs'd to- 
wards the Perſons betore them. But 
the Righteous Judg of the World is un- 
capable of _ inclin'd to Favour or 
Severity upon ſuch baſe Motives. This 
is frequently declared 1n Scripture, to 
poſſeſs us with his Fear. If ye call upon 


the Father, who without reſpett of Per- Pet. 1. 17, 


ſons judges according to every Man's 
Work, paſs the time of your ſojourning 
here in fear. No ſpiritual Priviledges 
upon which Mea are fo apt to preſume, 
viz, that they are Members of the 


Reformed Church ; that they are en- , 


rich'd with excellent Gifts ; that they 
enjoy the Ordinances in their pureſt 
Adminiſtration, will avail them with- 
Out real Holineſs in their Hearts and 
Lives. The being united to Societies 


O 3 of 
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of the moſt glorious Profeſſion, of 
ſtricteſt Purity, and ſublime Devotion, 
does no more prove one to be a real 
Saint, than the being of an eminent 
Company of Merchants proves one to 
be a rich Citizen. Thoſ: that bow the 
Kynee and not the Heart in faithful Re- 
verence, that give the empty Title of Lord 
to Chriſt, without the tribute of Obedi- 
ence, will be rejetted by him. Many (þall 


. fay at the Day of Judement, Lord, Loyd, 


we have propheſied in thy Name, and done 
many wonarous Works. Then will the 
Judg ſay, I know you n0t : Depart from 
me je Workers of Iniquity. Nodegrees 
of Civil Greatneſs will be of any mo- 
ment and advantage in that day, Saint 
Tohn teſtifies, I ſaw the Dead, ſmall 
and preat, fland before Goa, 1n an equal 
Line, to receive their Trial, Kings 
ſhall then be deveſted of their Imperial 
Titles, of their Crowns and Scepters, 
and their Robes of State, and only be 
accompanied with their Works, Ot 
this we have an undoubted Proof, in 
that they are no more exempted from 
the common Law of dying than the 
meaneſt Slave. Death, that rugged 
Officer, arreſts them without Ceremo- 
ny, and ſummons them to appear be- 
fore 
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fore that Tribunal, The Royal Pur- 
ple could not protect Herod from being 
devoured by Worms. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks indefinitely in the fore-cited 


Place ; He that does wrong, ſhall receive Col. 3. ult. 


for the wrong he has done; and there is 
no reſpect of Perſons. No circumſtan- 
tial Accidents can derive true worth, 
or truly debaſe Perſons, but inherent 
Qualities, and the AQtions that flow 
from them : and accordingly, the High 
and Holy God will accept or diſapprove 
them. What St. Pax/ obſerves of the 
ſaving Grace of the Goſpel being indit- 
ferently offer'd to all, is applicable 1n 
this cale. He tells us, There « neither 
Greek nor Jew, Barbarian nor Scythian, 
Bond nor Free, that are preferr'd or ex- 
cluded upon a Carnal account, but that 
all may equally partake of ſpiritual 
Bleſſings. Thus the difterence of Na- 
tions will be no Priviledg or Prejudice 
to any in the Day of Judgment. The 
molt rude and contemptible ſhall have 
as fair and equala Trial, as the moſt 
polite and civiliz'd. The ignorant 
Barbarians as the Learned Grecians, 
that {o much boaſted of their vain Ex- 
cellencies above them. "The Negroes 
in Africa as the People of Enrope : for 


O 4 they 


Col. 3.11; 
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Gal. 6. », 8. 


Rom. 2+ 7+ 


t om. 6, ult. 


they have the ſame Relation to God 
their Maker, and as truly bear the im- 
preſſion of God ſtamped upon the Hu- 
mane Nature 1n the Creation,and there- 
fore common to the whole ſpecies of 
Mankind. An Image may be taſhion'd 
in Ebony as well as in Ivory. Briefly, 
all Men are cqually ſubjeQ to his Laws, 
and ſhall be equally accountable for 
their Actions. The Rich aud the Poor 
ſhall then meet together, without diſtin- 
ion, before God the Maker and Tudg of 
them all. 


2. There ſhall be a diſtintion of | 


Caules, and every Man be judged ac- 
cording to his Works, the tenour of good 
Works, and the deſert of bad. The 
Apoſtle aſſures us, That whatſoever a 
Man ſows, that ſhall he reap : He that 
ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh 
reap Corruption ; but he that ſoweth to 
the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting. The Harveſt ſhall be ac- 
cording to the Seed, both in kind and 
meaſure, 

(1.) Thoſe who by patient continuance 
in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Ho- 
nour, and Immortality, ſhall obtain eter- 
nal Life, Indeed, eternal Life is the 
(rift of infinite Bounty, nay of pure 
| Mercy, 


Of Eternal Judgment. 


mens 


201 


Mercy, and Mercy excludes Merit. 
Tis faid of the bleſſed Martyrs, who 
contended for the Truth and Purity of 
the Goſpel to the Death, that zhezr 
Robes were waſh'd white in the Blood o 
the Lamb, not in their own Blood. 
Their Right to Heaven was from the 
application of his Merits to them, 
But the Reward is diſpens'd from God 
according to the Evangelical Law ; 
not only as a magnificent Prince, but 
as 4 Righteous Fudg., All thoſe to whom 
the Goſpel promiſes eternal Life, ſhall 
infallibly obtain it, and none that the 
Goſpel excludes. Thole who were 
ſenſible of their Sins, and cordially for- 
faking them, did humbly and entirely 
depend upon the Grace of God, through 
the blefled Reconciler and Saviour, 
ſhall be juſtified and glorithed. Then 
the Judg will diſcern between unfeign- 
ed Faith and vain Preſumption, and 
will juſtify the Faith of the Saints by 
the genuine Fruits of it, the Godlineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety of their 
Lives, and a victorious perſeverance in 
their Duty, notwithſtanding all the 
pleaſing Temptations or Tortures to 
withdraw them from it. Thus the A- 
poſtle expreſſcs his humble Confidence ; 


Jude 21, 


Rev. 7. 14s 
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» Tim. 4- 7»8: I have fought the good Fight, IT have fe 


Rev, 20. 12, 


niſh'd my Courſe ; henceforth there is laid | 
up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, F 


which God the Righteous Fudg will give 


me at that day : and not only to me, but | 


to all that love his Appearance. We read 


in the Deſcription of the Laſt Judg- } 


ment, "That he Book of Life was open- 
ed : the Names of all that were written 
in Heaven, {hall then be declared, that 
it may appear they are ſaved by Grace, 
For it was his moſt free pleafure to ſe- 
le&t ſome from the common Maſs of 
Perdition, who were naturally as guil- 
ty and corrupted as others, and to pre- 
deſtinate them to Eternal Glory, and 
efteQtual perſevering Grace to prepare 
them for it. The Saints are created in 
Chrift Jeſus unto good Works, which God 
hath before ordained, that they ſhould 
walk iz them. And the New Creation 
is as undelerved and cntire an EffeCt of 
God's Love as the firſt was. But *ris 
laid, That every Man was judged accord- 
ing to bis Works. For Eternal Elcttion 
coes not entitle a Perſon immediately 
to Heaven, but according to the Order 
eſtabliſh'd in the Goſpel. Thus the 
King at the laſt Day ſpeaks to the Ele; 


Niac.25. 34.35 Come, ye Bleſſed of wy Father, inherit 


the 
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| the Kingdom, prepared for you before the 
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Foundation of the World : for 1 was hun- 


' gry, and ye fed me; naked, and ye clo- 


thed me. 
And according as the Saints have ex- 

cel'd in Fidelity & Zeal in God's Service, 

they ſhall be rewarded with a more ex- 

cellent Glory. The Stars of the ſupreme 

Heaven are of a different brightneſs and 

greatneſs, as the Stars of the viſible Fir- 

mament. Indeed all are perfeQly hap- 

py, withour * jealouſy, that any is e-;," Ps amane 
qual or ſuperior to them 1n that King- jn quo np 
dom, But God will crown his own ment habere 


- : , conſortes. Aug. 
Graces as the Saints have improved Jn. 


them. Our Saviour valued the Wi- 
dow's two Mites, as tranſcending all 
the magnificent Gifts of others, becauſe 
of the degrees of Love 1n the Giver, 
There was a richer Mine of AﬀeQtion 
ia her Heart, Gold of a more noble 
Vein, more pure and precious than all 
their Riches, This was of greater 
price in God's Account, who weighs 
the Spirits in his Ballance. God will ac- 
cept and reward according to what a Man 2 Ct & 1: 
has, and not according to what he has not. 
He that improves but two Talents with 
his beſtskill and diligence, ſhall have a 
greater Reward than another that had 
ren 
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ten Talents, and was ramiſs and les 


careful ro employ them for his Maſter's | 


Profit, The Rule will be exaCtly ob- 


ſerved, He that ſows bountifully, ſhall | 
reap bountifully ; and he that ſows ſpa | 


ringly, ſhall reap ſparingly. 

Andif God will be thus impartia! in 
rewarding the Saints, much more 1n 
puniſhing the Wicked, For the re- 
muneration of our Duty is the effett of 
his moſt free Favour ; but the recom- 
pences of Sin are due, and decreed by 
Juſtice, in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, The ſeverity of the Sentence 
will be in proportion, as Mens Sins 
have been more numerous and heinous. 
Although all the Damned ſhall be equal- 
ly miſerable in Deſpair, all broken on 
an endleſs Wheel, yet the degrees of 
their Torment are different. Sins of 
Ignorance are extenuated in compari- 
{on of rebellious Sins againſt Knowledg, 
The firſt are like a Servant's daſhing 
againſt his Maſter in the dark ; the 0- 
other like the infolent ſtriking of him 
in the light : And as they incur greater 
Guilt, will expoſe to greater Puniſh- 
ment, Accordingly our Saviour pre- 
dicts, That the Servant which knew his 
Lord's Will, and prepared not himſelf, 

weither 
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neither did according to his Will, ſhall be 


| beaten with many Stripes. But he that 


knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of Stripes, ſhall be beaten with few Stripes. 
UnaQtive Knowledg is warſe than Ig- 
norance. . For this reaſon the Caſe of 
Heathens will be more tolerable than 
of the Jews : for though ſome natural 
Principles were m_ and quick in 
their Minds, that made themicſenſible 
of their Duty and Danger, yet they 
were not ſo clear and perfett as the Law 
delivered by Moſes. 'Thoſe Sins that 
were Infirmities 1n a Pagan, were pre- 
ſumptuous in a Jew. And the Cale of 
the Jews will be more tolerable than of 
diſobedient Chriſtians, who enjoy the 
Goſpel leſs charged with Ceremonies, 
and more abundant in Grace than the 
Moſaical Diſpenſation. Thoſe that 
have ſet before them the Life of Chriſt, 
the Model of all Perfection, that are ex- 
cited by ſuch loud Calls to flee from the 
Wrath to come, and yet are deat and re- 
gardleſs to the Commands, nay to the 
melting Invitations and precious Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, ſhall have a more 
intolerable Judgment than the moſt 
guilty Sinners, even the Sodomites and 
Sidonians that were Strangers to it. 
The 
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The precious Blood of the Son of God 
deſpiſed, induces a Crimſon Guilt. And Þ 
as dins are committed with Pride and F 
Pleaſure, with eager Appetite and Oh- 
ſtinacy, the revenge of Juſtice will be Þ 
more heavy upon Perſons, | 

More particularly, Sins of Conſe. 
ſequence, whereby others are drawn to 
Sin, will heighten the Guilt, and the 
retribution ot Juſtice will be to every 
Man according to his Ways, and according 
to the fruit of his Doings. 

This will principally concern Supe- 
riours in eminency of Place, whoſe 
Dignity has always a concomitant pro- 
portion of Duty. Their vicious Acti- 
ons are Examples, and their Examples 
more powerful Rules than their Laws, 
and give countenance to others to fin 
licentiouſly. They ſin with an high 
Hand, and involve the Ruin of innu- 
merab[e Perſons that depend upon them. 
As the Dragon in the Revelation, whoſe 
Fall from Heaven drew a Train of le{- 
ſer Stars with him. And all inferiour 
Magiſtrates, who by perſonal commyl- 
ſion, or' partial connivance, encourage 
and harden others in Sin, and by their 
Power diſcountenance ſerious Reli- 
gi0n, and obſtruct the Progreſs of 
it, 


| 


| 
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ft heap up Damnation to them-. 
elves. 

And the Miniſters of the Word, who 
are obliged to watch for the Souls of 
Men; and ſhould, like the Heavens, 
by their Light, Influence, and Moti- 
on, their DoQrine and Lives, guide 
and quicken others in the Ways of Ho. 
lineſs ; if by their Negle& and Wick- 
edneſs others are loſt for ever, their Ac- 
count wiil be moſt heavy and undoing. 

Of this Number are thoſe, who by 
their unholy Converſation weaken the 
Authority and Efficacy of the Word, 
and more ſucceſsfully perſwade Men to 


-do Evil, than by their Preaching to do 


well: for we are apt to take deeper 
impreſſion through the Eye than thro* 
the Ear, and to follow the Phylician's 
Practice rather than his Counſel. Theſe 


periſh not alone in their Iniquity. And 
-{uch who are unfaithful Diſpenſers of 


the Treaſures of their Lord, and by 
looſe Dottrines corrupt the Minds of 
Men, to fancy a Mercy in God dero- 
gatory to his Holineſs, that alrhough 
they live indulgently in Sin, they may 


obtain an ealy Pardon and Happineſs at 


laſt. And ſuch whoemploy their high 
Commiſſion for low and baſe Ends : 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who inſtead of preaching Jeſus 
Chri#, and him Crucified, the pure and 
ſaving Truths derived from the Foun- 
tain of the Goſpel, entertain their Hear- 
ers with flaſhy Conceits, and ſtudied 
Vanities, to give a reliſh to Curioſity, 
and to have the applauſe of Fools, and 
obſcure the native Majeſty of the 
Word, enervate its Force, and render 
it powerleſs to Conſcience. 


And thoſe who ſpend their Zeal in | 
things of no moment to Salvation, and | 


let fly bitter InveQtives againſt thoſe 


that diſſent from them in unconcerning | 


Matters, by which they harden Athe- 


iſtical Scorners in vilifying the Office of ; 


the Miniſtry as a Carnal Invention, ſet 


up and uſed for Secular Ends ; and in- ; 


duce others to place Religion in Forma- 
lities and flight colours of it, as if Con- 
formity to needleſs Rites would ex- 
clude the Defects of ſubſtantial Holi- 
nels. 

'Tis obferv'd in the Chaldee Para- 


phraſe, when God was inquiring of | 


Catz concerning Abel, that he charges 
him, The Voice of thy Brother's Blood 
cries unto me : As if Cain were a Mur- 
derer not of a ſingle Man only, but of a 


numerous Race that might have de- 
{cended 
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ſcended from . his Brother. Thus a 
wicked Miniſter will be charg'd not 
only for murdering himſelf, but as 
many precious Souls as might have been 
converted and ſaved; if he had fairhtul- 
ly performed his Duty. 

And Parents that ſhould inftil the 
Principles of Godlineſs into their Chil- 
dren 1n their early Age, and ſeaſon 
their Minds with the knowledg of the 
Divine Laws, to regulate their Lives, 
and make them ſenſible of their Obli- 
gations to obey them, that ſhould re- 


} commend Religion to their AﬀeCions 


by an holy and heavenly Converſation, 
if by the neglect of their Duty their 
Children are expoſed as a Prey to the 
Tempter, and ruin'd for ever, it will 
enhance their laſt Reckoning, and en- 
creaſe the Score of their Guilts beyond 
expreſſion, , | 

, And Maſters of Families, and all 
others that have Authority and Advan- 
tage to preſerve or reform from evil 
thoſe that are committed to their Care, 
and to inſtruft and command them to 
do what is pleaſing to God, and profita- 
ble to their Souls, will be ſadly account- 
= for thoſe that periſh by their neg- 


P In 
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In ſhort, we ſee by common Expe- 
rience, that Company and mutual Con- 
ſent is a uſual Motive to Sin ; and ma- 
ny Perſons that alone would with ab- 
horrence rejeCt ſome Temptations, yer 
are ſociably ſinful. Now all thoſe who 
by excitation or example, lead orhers 
to DeſtruCtion, as they are firſt in Sin, 
will be chicf in Puniſhment, We read 

Luke 16. 28. jn the Parable of the rich Voluptuary, 
that being in Hell, he deſired a Meſſen- 
ger might be diſpatch'd from the Dead 
to warn his Brethren, left they ſhould 
come to that place of Torment. Is 
there ſuch Charity in Hell to the Souls 

|| Non orat pro of others? || No, that Furnace always 

Farrar 1 burns With its proper Flames, there is 

qui non tangi- b K 5 

rur reprobus, not a ſpark of that Divine Fire there: 

at ng But remembring how guilty he had 
ta ex conſortio been of their Sins, feared that his Tor- 

— ments would be encreaſed by their c0- 

* w»* ming thither. Society in endleſs Sor, 
rows does not divide, but refle& them. 

Now it Damnation for Sin be ſuch 
a Miſcry as is expreſs'd in the Scripture 
by the moſt violent Figures and Words 
of the heavieſt ſignification ; if all the 
poſſible Tortures ſuffered here are but 
a Lenitive tothe preparations of Wrath 
in Hell, how milerable ſhall thoſe be, 

who, 
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who, as if a ſingle Damnation were a 
light matter, do not only commit Sin 
in their own Perſons, but are in com- 
bination with Satan to corrupt and de- 
ſtroy others, and multiply Damnati- 
on againſt themſelves? Theſe treaſure 
up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath. 
Briefly ; The whole Proceſs of that 
Day, the Arraignment and Sentence 
will be ſo ordered, the Righteouſneſs 
and Reaſonableneſs of the Proceedings 
will be ſo manifeſt, as to clear the 


Judg, and confound the Guilty. God 


will be jaſtified in his Sentence, and 0- 
vercome when he judgeth. 


I ſhall now come to apply this great 
DoQtrine. 

1, Let us from what has been dil- 
cours'd of Judgment to come, be ex- 
cited ro confirm our Faith in this great 
and uſeful DofArine; and by ſerious 
and frequent thoughts to apply it to 
our ſelves. Some within the Church 
have only a ſuperficial belief of this, 
as a point of the Religion wherein they 
were educated ; but carnal Aﬀections, 
Fear, Hope, Love, and Defire, cen- 
troul their Aﬀent, as to its operation 
upon them. They believe 1n the ge- 

| P 2 neral 
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neral that God is the Judg and Re- 
warder of our Attions, and 1n the ab. 
ſence of Temptation reſolve to obey 
him : but when a ſtrong Tryal comes 
from ſome temporal Good or Evil that 
is preſent, their Faith is negligent, 
and unaQtive to keep them from Sin, 
Now to make our Faith powerful, we 
mult, 

Firſt, confirm it by convincing Ar- 
guments, that it may be an undoubt- 
- ed Aſſurance, a certain Light, direQtive 
and perſwaſive in the courſe of our 
Lives. Some DoCtrines of Religion, 
that are of an incomprehenſible na- 
ture, and ſhould be received with fi- 
lent adoration for the Authority of the 
Revealer, are obſtinately contradicted 
by ſome, upon a vain pretence that 
nothing is to be believed that will not 
endure the rigorous inquiſition of Rea- 
ſon, and be comprehended by our nar- 
row Minds : but Reaſon, though 
darkned, ſees the neceſſity of a future 
Judgment. Nature and Scripture te- 
{tify there is a God, and that he has a 
Right, and Power, and Will to di- 
{tribute the rewards of Vertue, and 
the penalties of Vice to his SubjeQts. 
To deny this, is directly againſt the 

implanted 
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implanted Notion of the Deity in 
the Heart of Man. There is a real 
difference between Moral Good and 
Evil, not depending upon Opinion, 
but ariſing from the immutable Nature 
of things, and the eternal Law of 
God. Otherwiſe, conſidered in it ſelf, 
it were no more faulty to murder a Pa- 
rent, than to killa Fly; nor to rob a 
Travellor, than to chaſe a Deer. But 
the Conſcience of the moſt profligate 
Wretch would ſtartle at ſuch an Afer- 
tion. The diſpoſition and admirable 
order of the World in its various parts, 
and the viciflitude of Seaſons, declare 
to the obſerving Mind, that a moſt 
wiſe, good, and powerful God go- 
verns and preſerves all things by his 
vigorus Influence. And can it be that 
the Divine Providence, fo viſibly wiſe 
and good in regulating the courſe of 
Nature, ſhould be deteQtive towards 
Man, the moſt noble part of the 
World? And can it be extended to hu- 
mane Afﬀairs, if there be no other than 
the preſent ſtate, wherein the Righte- 
ous are afflicted, and the Wicked pro- 
{per ? where Sins of the deepeſt Rain 
and the lowdeſt cry are unpuniſh'd ; 
and the ſublime and truly heroick Ver- 

| 1 tues 
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tues are unrewarded ? nay, where Vice 
receives the natural reward of Vertue, 
Honour and Felicity, and Vertue the 
juſt wages of Vice, Diſgrace and. Suf. 
ferings? *Tis neceſlary therefore that 
there be a future State, and a rightcous 
diſtribution of Rewards, according to 
the good and evil of Mens AQtions 
here. | 
The Heathens diſguiſed this terri- 
ble Truth under the Fictions of the | 
Infernal Judges, Minos, and Rhadamay- 
thus, and Eacrs. And the Furies and 
Vultures, and fiery Lake, which they 
thought tormented the Wicked in the 
Teftimonium Aext World, diſcover what apprehen- 
animz natura- fjons they had of the deſert of Sin, and 
+1 wa the puniſhment that certainly attend. | 
: ed it. The Guilty would fain be freed | 
from the terrours of it, and ſtrangle 
Conſcience, that is bound over to give 
Teſtimony in the Day of Judgment, 
that they may fin without ſcruples. 
But though Fear be a troubleſom and 
involuntary Paſſion, they cannot total- 
ly extinguiſh the internal ſenſe and 
preſages of future Judgment ; - but as 
the motions of Courage came upon 
Sampſon at times; fo Conſcience awa- 
kened by ſharp Afﬀuctions, by ſudden 
Dangers, 
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Dangers, and the approaches of Death, 
makes a fad deduction of paſt Sins, 
and forecaſts cruel things. Ir cites the 
Offender before the enlightened Tribu- 
nal of Heaven, {courges with remorſe, 
and makes him feel even here the 
ſtrokes of Hell. Tho? the Sin be ſecret, 
and theguilty Perſon powertul,not with- 
in thecognizanceor reach of humane Ju- 
ſtice, yet Conſcience has a Rack within, 
and cauſes pain and anxiety, by fearful 
expectations of Judgment to come. 
And Divine Revelation is moſt ex- 
is in declaring this great Truth. 
Fhe Light of Faith is more clear and 
certain from the infallible Word of 
God, than the Light of Reaſon. Be- 
fore the Flood, Ezoch in the early Age 
of the World foretold it ; Behold, the 


Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his juqe 14, 1 5. 


Saints, to execute Tudgment upon all. 
Solomon under the Law repeats this 
Dottrine, that every ſecret thing ſhall 


be brought into Tudgment, whether good Eclcl. 12: 


or evil. And God himlſelt ſpeaks in 
the ſublimeſt ſtile of Majeſty, and 
{wears by himſelf, for our firmer 
belief, As I live, ſaith the Lord, 


very Knee ſhall bow to me, and every Ea, 45.2 3. 


Tongue confeſs to God, the glory of his 
P 4 Jultice, 


— 
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Juſtice. From whence the Apoſtle in- 
Rom, 14.10, fers, So then every one of us ſhall give 
i, an account to God for himſelf. In the 
Mar. 13. 42, Goſpel we have diſtinQly deſcribed the 
43+ & 23. 39, Perſon of the Judg, the glorious Ar- 
3 tendants of his Coming, and the man- 
ner of his proceedings in that Day. 
An ver#extri- Now the many Predictions in Scrip- ' 
buir nobis ture fo viſibly accompliſh'd in the Per- 
promiſil & de {0N Of Jeſus Chriſt, and by him, give 
ſolo die judi- infallible aſſurance, that all his Pro- 
£11, nos felel” miſes'and Threacaings are equally cer- 
"tain, and ſhall be fulfilled, As fare as 
our Saviour is come in his humble ſtate, 
and has accompliſh'd the Prophecies 
of his Sufferings, he will come in his 

Glory to judg the World. 

Secondly. That the belief of eter- 
nal [Judgment may be powerful in our 
hearts and lives, jt muſt be atuated by 
frequent and ſerious thoughts, Faith 
gives life and efficacy to our notions 
of eternal things,. and Conſideration 
makes our Faith effeftual. As the na- 
tural Life is preſerved by the aQtivity 
of the vital Principles, the Circulati- 
on of the Blood, the drawing of the 
Breath, the motion of the Pulſe; ſo 
the ſpiritual Life is maintained by the 
exerciſe of Grace. The carnal AﬀeQti- 

Ons 
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ons dare not appear before Reaſon and 
Conſcience, when awakened by the 
ſerious believing Conſideration of e- 
ternal Judgment. The Evangeliſts re- 
Jate, that when our Saviour was aſleep 
in the Ship, a ſudden Tempeſt aroſe 
that was likely to over-ſct it in the 
Sea : but awakened by the cry of his 
Diſciples, Lord, ſave ws, we periſh; he 


| preſently rebuked the Wind, and « Calm 


enſued. Thus whilſt the habit of Faith 
1s aſleep in the Soul, there will be 
great danger from the concurrent vio- 
lence of Temptations and Corrupti- 
ons ; but when *cis awakened by live- 
ly and powerful thoughts, it does Mi- 
racles 1n ſubduing the ſtrongeſt Luſts. 
'Tis monſtrous and beyond all belief, 
did not fcnſible Experience make it e- 
vident, that notwithſtanding the minds 
of Men are convinc'd of the certain- 
ty of the Divine Judgment, and the 
Recompences that immediatly follow, 
yet their Wills remain unconverted, 
and their AﬀeCtions cold and unaQtive 
in their preparations for it : That ſuch 
numbers who have ſo much Chriſtia- 
nity as to believe that an irrevocable 
Doom will paſs upon the Wicked, and 
ſo little Chriſtianity, that they *can- 

not 
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not juſtly hope to eſcape from it, yet 
are ſo careleſs of their Duty, nay joy" 
ful in their finful courſes, as if Judg- 
ment were a dreadlefſs thing. What 
is the cauſe of this prodigious ſecuri- 
ty? "Tis the neglett of conſidering, 
that we muſt all appear before the Judg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, to receive according 
tro the things done in the body, whether 
good or evil. 

The next Cauſe of this ftupidity is, 
that they put the Evil Day at a remote 
diſtance: as the Scorners faid, the Vi 
fron is for many Days ; They ſtudy to 
be ſecure,” and delay their preparati- 
ons, preſuming to have time enough 
before them. Their Senſes and Fa- 
culties are ſo imployed 'abroad in the 
World, they have neither leiſure nor 
deſire to think ſeriouſly of ir. Their 
Hearts are ſo raviſh'd with Dreams of 
Senſuality, and engaged in terrene At- 
fairs, that they are very averſe from 
exerciſing their minds upon ſuch dif- 
pleaſing ObjeQs. 

Vain Men ! how willingly do they 
deceive themſelves ? The Judg him- 
ſelf declares, Behold, I come quickly : 
His Throne is like a fiery Flame, and his 
Wheels as burning Fire; an _— 
0 
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of his {wift coming to judgment. Can 
they be aſſur'd of Lite ong Hour ? 
The Day of Death is equivalent to the 
Day of Judgment : - for immediately 
after there is a final deciſion of Mens 
ſtates for ever. | 

I have read of an excellent Preach- 
er, that in a Sermon deſcribed the laſt 
Judgment in all its Terrors, with ſuch 
ardent Expreſſions, and thoſe animated 
with ſuch an affefting Voice, ſuch an 
inflamed Countenance and AQtion, 
that his Hearers broke forth into paſ- 
ſionate Cries, as it the Judg himſelf 
had been preſent to paſs the final Sen- 
tence upon them, In the heighth of 
their Commotion, the Preacher bid 
them ſtop their Tears and Paſſions, for 
he had one thing more to add, the molt 
aflictingand aſtoniſhing Conſideration 
of all the reſt, 'That within lefs than a 
quarter of an hour, the Memory and 
regard of that which ſo tranſported 
them would vaniſh, and their Afﬀe- 
tions return to carnal Objects 1n their 
uſual manner. | 

The negle& of Conſideration makes 
even the Do&trine of Judgment to 
come to be without efficacy. *Tis 
neceſſary therefore that the —_ 
this 


— 
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Pſal. 14. 1. 


this be ſo firmly ſeated in the Heart as 
its Throne, that it may command the 
thoughtFto be very attentive to it, and 
ma | -_ Regal Power over our Wills 
and AﬀeCQtions, that our Lives may be 
ordered according to its Rules. 

2. The Confideration of Eternal 
Judgment will vindicate the Proceed- 
ings of Divine Providence, and the ho- 
nour of God's governing this World, 
from the imputations of Unrighteoul- 
neſs. God is provoked every day, yet 
ſpares the Wicked, and heaps an abun- 
dance of Pavours on them. His Pa- 
tience and Goodneſs they prophanely 
abuſe, and become more obdurate and 
inflexible. They are apt to blaſpheme 
the Excellency of his Nature in their 
Hearts, thinking that he. is ignorant 
or careleſs, impotent or unjuſt. They 
implicitly deny his Providence and 


Judgment, that he does nor obſerve 


their Sins, and will not require an ac- 
count for them ; Or elſe they interpret 
his Permiſſion to be an Approbation of 
their Sins. Theſe things haſt thou done, 
and I kept ſilence; thou thoughteſt I was 
ſuch an one as thy ſelf. Thus the Hea- 
rhens tranſplanted the Vices of Earth 
to Heaven, and repreſented their Gods 
to 
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to be ſenſual, jealous, furious as Men, 
and accordingly expected an eaſy Ab- 
nd F ſolution for their Sins. Or elle the 
Is F giſtance of Judgment to come ſo har- 
be dens them, that they hear God's Thun- 
der with leſs fear, than Boys do their 
Squibs and Crackers. Becauſe Sentence 
againſt an evil Work is not ſpeedily exe- Ecclel. 8. 2, 
cuted, therefore the hearts of the Sons 
þ of Mer are fully ſet in them to do evil. 
But how deſperate is the madneſs of 
by Sinners? God now ſeems to wink at ** "7+ 13% 
| their Sins, but hath appointed a day 
6 of Accounts. Hefuffters them to live 
l in proſperity, bit they are reſerved to » per. 2. 4. 
the day of Judgment to be puniſh'd, and 
poſſibly ſooner : for ſometimes they 
are cut off by viſible Vengeance, to 
convince the World that the ſupream 
Judg does not bear the Sword in vain. 
But though *tis delayed for a tune, yer 
he declares, that their Sins are laid up 
in flore with him, and ſcaled up among 
his Treaſures. To him belongs Venge- 
| ance and Recompence. He 1s a mild 
Judge now, and his Clemency fſu- 
pends their Puniſhment ; but || Juſtice 1395 *7- 
will not forget it. He threatens the 
ſecure Sinner, 1 will reprove thee, and Pol 5921+ 
ſet thy Sins in oracr before thixe . am 
ow 
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How will the ſcornful obſtinate Sin- 
ner change complexion and tremble, 
when an Army of Sins more terrible 
than ſo many Furies ſhall be ranged in 
Batrel, and with fiery Darts wound 
Iis naked Soul ? How will the ſtub- 
* Cum habeat born Atheilt, that pleaſes himſelf with 
R——_ vain imaginations of the Eternity of 
vult diu cene- the World, and rhe Mortality of the 
; gs "_ Soul, be confounded when he fcels the 
D Patiene, £ruth of Scripture-threatnings, to his 
+'2 x eternal Sorrow ? then all their Raile- 
_— %*" ries will be turn'd into Lamentations. 
&. 'Tisnot for * want of Power that God 
Cum hi noriſ- ſpares the Wicked, but becauſe they 
—d— *arealways in his Hands, and he can 
Empidis pro- make them as miſerable as they are 
em y ſinful when he pleafes. *Tis not 
ad cjiciendum through ' the negle&t of Juſtice, but 
& Atorum & for moſt wiſe and holy Reaſons, as 
_ no {hall appear in the laſt day, when a 
imperu : do. decthve irreverſible Judgment ſhall be 
nec Ewifia® pronounc'd, and immediately inflicted 
jn medium 

profiluic pe- UPON them before the World. When an 
rens ut ex- + ACtor at Athens ſpoke with admirati- 
| —_ '” onof Riches, as thc moſt valuable Ac- 
quem admira- Qui{ition, and of the Felicity of Rich 
cor Jari xr Men: the Pcople were in an Uproar 
Sexcc. Epiſt, At the immorality of the Speech, and 
115, were ready to chaſe him from the 


Stage. 
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Stage. But the Poet himſelf appea- 
red, and deſired them to ſtop their Fu- 
ry till they ſaw the Catsftrophe, the 
wretched end of that ſordid Miſer. 
Thus we are apt to accuſe the yays 
of God when the Wicked flouriſh ; 
but we ſhould ſtop our tumultuous 
thoughts, for their end will abfolve 
Divine Providence from all undee re- 
flections upon the account of their 
temporal happinels. 

And the ſound belief of this will 
retity all miſtaking apprehenſions, and 
clear all perplexing appearances about 
the Sufferings of the Righteous here. 

Indeed if we conſider the | holieſt 
Mea as they are Sinners, their AfMicti- 
ons are {o tar from blemifſhing the Ju- 
{tice of God, that they are the ſigns 
of his Mercy: forall is a Favour on 
this ſide Hell to thoſe that deſerve 1t. 
David, an excellent Saint, acknowledg- 
eth the righteouſneſs of God's Judg- 
ments with reſpect to himſelf. But 
when the Saints ſuffer for a righteous 
Cauſe; and, as the Pſalmiſt expreſles 
it, for thy ſake are we killed all the day 
long, and are counted as Sheep for the 


flanghter ; there is not a viſible corre- 


{pondency between the Providence we 
G 
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God in his governing the World, and 
the unchangeable Rules of Juſtice, 
that thoſe who do evil ſhould ſuffer evil, 
and thoſe who do well ſhould be hap. 
Py, As the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the per. 
 ſecuted Chriſtians, It is a righteous 
thing with God to recompence Tribulati- 
on to them that trouble you, and to you 
who are troubled reſt with ws. Now 
there is a day coming, when the Pec: 
ſecutors ſhall be puniſh'd, and the 
Saints be rewarded for all their Suf- 
ferings, and the diſtribution of Re- 
compences ſhall be in the preſence of 
the World, for the glory of Divine 
Juſtice, For the diſtinQtion that is 
made between Men at Death is pri- 
vate and particular, and nor ſufficient 
for . the honour of God's Government. 
But at the laſt Day all Men that have 
lived in ſeveral ſucceſſlions of Ages 
ſhall appear, and Juſtice haye a ſolemn 
Proceſs and Triumph before Angels 
and Men. As ſome excellent Piece 
that is to be expos'd to publick view, 
is covered with a Traverle, to prevent 
the diſturbance in the Working, and 
the diſcovery of the Work till brought 
to ſuch perfection as will ſurpriſe with 
wonder thoſe that ſee it: So God is 

pleaſed 


it. 
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pleaſed to cover his Proceedings for a 
time, but in the laſt Day there will 
be ſuch 4 Revelation of the righteous 
Tudement of God, that thoſe who now 
doubt, or complain of his Juſtice, 
ſhall admire and adore it. 

3.. The belief of this Dofrine as it 
vindicates Divine Providence, - ſo *tis 
powerful to comfort the Saints under 
Perſecurtions for Righteouſneſs ſake ; 
eſpecially when Innocence is wound- 
ed with ſlanderous Darts, and Calum- 
nies are joyned with Cruelties, re- 
preſenting them as worthy of publick 
Hatred. It was one of the Subtile 
Artifices of Julian the Apoſtate, to 
mingle the Images of the Heathen 
Gods with thoſe of the Emperours, 
that the doing reverence (as the Chri- 
ſtians were commanded ) to all toge- 
ther, might imply a dereliction and 
renouncing of their Religion, and 
their Simplicity ſeem Impiety : or if, 
jealous of ſlipping from their Profeſ- 
ſion, they retuſed rodo it, rhey might 
ſeem to deny the Expreſſions of ho- 
nour due to their Emperours, and be 
reputed to ſuffer not as Chriſtian Mar- 
tyrs, but as Rebels. But the believing 
Conſideration of God's righteous Judg- 
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ment will make them deſpife rhe 
Cenſures and Reproaches of malicious 
Adverſaries; With me, faith the Apo- 
ſtle, it is « wery ſmall thing that 1 


ſhould be judged by Man's Judgment ; be 


that judgeth me is the Lord. The 


| fevereſt Cenſure was of no more 


Intzr Judicem 
juſtum, & con- 
ſcientiam tu- 
am, noli ti- 
mere nif1 cau- 
ſam tuam. Aug. 


weight compar'd with the approbati- 
on of God, than the lighteſt Feather 
that flies in the Air, put in the 
Scales againſt the Globe of the 
Earth. 'The aſſurance of a righteous 
Cauſe, and a righteous Judg, will 
preſerve an inward and joyful tran- 
quillity of Soul in the midſt of all the 
Storms of Reproach and Scandalous 
Imputations; like the calmneſs of a 
Haven when the Sea is tempeſtuous 
without, - And this will fortify Be. 
levers to bear with an invincible Cou- 
rage all the Violence that is offered to 
them for their fidelity ro God. All 
the wrongs and injuries they endure, 
ſhall be redreft with infinite advan- 
tage. Theextreameſt Evils to which 
they are expoſed for Chriſt, are like 
the Chariots of Fire ſent from God, 
not to conſume but conduQt Elias in 
triumphinto the higheſt Heaven. God 
will give them preſent Support, in- 
ward 
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ward Conſolations, and a future 
Crown. There 1s an appointed day 
when oppreſſed Innocence ſhall obtain 
the nobleſt Victory, and diſgraced God- 
lineſs the moſt publick and higheſt Ho- 
nour. The Faith of ſincere Chriſtians 
[ball be found to Praiſe and Glory, They 
may ſuffer under the tyranny of Time, 
but ſhall Reign in the Kingdom of E- 
ternity, The belief of this, . when 
firmly radicared in the heart, 1s fo 
powerful as to make them glory in 1h3 
ſparpeſt Tribulations, and joytully tri- 
umph over Satan, with his perverted 
malignant World, Cantando rimpitur 
Anguis. But alas, the Sin, ard a 
great part of the trouble of the Saints, 
ariſes from their weakneſs of Faith, 
and not patient waiting for the Day of 
the Lord, When heavy Perſecutions 
and great Diſtreſles are continued by 
the reſtleſs Adverſaries, chey are apt 
through impatience and inſtabiliry of 
mind, to be full of forrowful Com- 
plaints that God delays their particular 
Deliverance. And as ſome:imesth« Clock 
out-runs the motion of the Sun, rthac 
is the true meaſure of Time ; fo their 
haſty, deſires prevert the eternal Conn- 
ſel of bis Will, tha has determined the 

LW period 
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period of the Miſeries of his People, 
and of the Proſperity of the Wicked 
in the fitteſt time. And that he ſuf- 
pends his glorious Coming to judg 
the World in Righteouſneſs, diſcou- 
rageth weaker Chriſtians, and makes 
them ready to faint ix the day of Adver- 
ſity. But the Lord # not ſlack in per- 
forming his Promiſe, as Men count ſlack- 
neſs. There is not the leaſt reaſon to 
queſtion his Fidelity and Power, or to 
{uſpect his Love and Remembrance 
of his People. And as the Stars of 
Heaven enlighten the Earth, but the 
Candles on Earth cannot enlighten the 
Heavens: ſo the Wiſdom of God's 
Counſel and Providence ſhould direQ 
us patiently to expect his appointed 
time, but our glimmering Reaſon can- 
not direct him, 

4- The ſerious belief of future Judg- 
ment is the moſtefteQual reſtraint from 
ſecret Sins. Men are apt to encourage 
themſelves in evil upon the account of 
ſecrecy : *tis the uſual tinder of 'Tem- 
ptations, If ſolitude and filence, if 
the darkneſs of the night, or any dil- 

uiſes may conceal their Wickednels 
trom humane Eyes, they are bold and 

{ſecure as to God, "The Plalmiſt de- 
clares 


466 Of Bternal Judgment. 


clares what is the inward principle 
tharats them, what is the language 


of their hearts: AU the workers of Tni- Plal. 94. 5,5. 


quity boaſt themſelves, they ſay, The Lord 
ſhall not ſee, neither hall the God of 
Jacob regard i#. But O the brurtiſh fol- 
ly of Men, to think, that becauſe 
they do not ſee God, that he does not 
ſee them. As it one ſhould ſhut his 
Eyes in the face of the Sun, and do 
ſome foul abominable thing, thinking 
himfelf to be unſeen, becauſe he ſces 
no perſon. How vain is the impure 
diligence of the Adulterer, the crafty 
diligence of the Deceiver, the ſollict- 
tous diligence of other Sinners to hide 
things from the Judge of all ? Shall not 
God ſearch it out, for he knows the very 
ſecrets of the heart? What a confound- 
ing diſcovery will be made of ſecret 
Wickednels at the laſt day ? Here o0b- 
{curity is the mask of Shame that con- 
ceals it from the World. Or if only 
Children and Fools that are not capable 
to zudg of the inde-ency and turpitude 
of Actions, be SpeCtators, Men are not 
rouch'd with ſhame for foul things. 
But th2n their Wickednels (ha!l be dil- 
played before God, the holy Angels and 
Saints, The aCQtual belief of this would 
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deprive Satan of one of his greateſt Ad. 
vantages, and be a bleſſed Preſervatiye 
from many Sins that allure the conſent 
by the temptation of fecrecy. A con- 
ſidering Chriſtian will reje&t them 
with indigration, ſaying with Joſeph, 
How can I da this great Wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt God? The Sins undiſcove- 
red and upuniſh'd by temporal Tribu- 
nals, ſhall then receive a juſt recom- 
pence. 

5. The remembrance of that ſtri& 
Judgment, is the moſt natural and 
powerful remedy againſt ſenſual Temp- 
tations that ſo eaſily inſinuate and ens 
gage the Hearts of Men, S. Peter rec- 
koning up the Heathens Sins, Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, Luſts, exceſs of Wine, Revel- 
lings, and abominable Idolatries, tells 
the Chriſtians, that the Gentiles thought 
it ſtrange that they did not run with them 
tothe ſame —_ of riot. As the Dti- 
ſciples when our Saviour walk'd upon 
the Waters, thought he had been a 
Spirit, judging that no real Body could 
tread on them without ſinking : thus 
Men are apt to think it impoſlible to 


reſtrain their carnal appetites when al- 


Jured by pleaſing Objefts, But the 
belict of the Terrors of the Lord, will 
damp 
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damp the ſenſual AﬀteCtions when moſt 
ſtrongly eaclin'd to forbidden. things, 
and extinguiſh delight in Sin : for De- 
light and Fear are inconliltent. There- 
fore the wiſe Preacher give; this 


Counſel, Rejoice, O young Man in thy x. x 


youth, and let thy Heart chear thee in the 
Days of thy Youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy Heart, and fight of thine Eyes : 
but know thou for all theſe things God 
will bring thee to Fudgment. (This will 
change the apprehenſions of the mind, 
and alter the taſte of the appetite, 
and make the moſt enticing and irreſi- 
ſtible Luſts, the objes of our great- 
eſt deteſtation. 

6. The conſideration that the Son 
of God, clothed with our Nature, ſhall 
judg the World, affords ſffrong Conſo- 
lation to his People, and is a motive of 
great terror to the Wicked, How 
comfortable is it to his People that he 
who loved them above his Life, and 
was their Redeemer on the Crofs, ſhall 
be their Judg on the Throne ? He # 
the ſame TFeſus Chriſt, yeſterday, to day, 
end for ever ;, the ſame indulgent Sa- 
viour, in the exaltation of his Glory, 
as when under Sufferings, Reproach 
and Shame, He is deſcribed in that 
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Phil. 1, 


Mar. 24. 


glorious Appearance, by the conjun& 
Titles of his Majeſty and Power, The 
Great God ; and of his Compaſſion and 
Mercy, Our Saviour, to fignity his A- 
bility and AﬀeCtion to make them hap. 
»y. When he comes with a heavenly 
rain of Angels to Judgment, he will 
be as tender of his Servants, @ when 
he ſuffered for them in his humble 
ſtate. He that paid their Debt, and 
{eaPd their Pardon with his own Blood, 
will certainly publiſh the Acquit+ 
tance. - \; How is it poſſible he ſhould 
condemn thoſe for whom he died, and 
who appear, with the impreſſions of his 
reconciling Blood upon them ? How 
reviving is it that Chriſt, whoſe Glory 
was the end and perfeCtion of their 
Lives, {hall dilpoſe their ſtates for e- 
ver? that he, who eſteems every a& 
of their Charity and Kindneſs done to 
his Servants as done to himſelf, ſhall 
diſpenſe the bleſſed Reward ? Then the 
King will ſay to them plac'd on his right - 
hand, Come, ye bleſſea of my Father, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the World. O the 
tranſports of Joy to hear thoſe words 
from his Life-breathing' Lips ! The 
Prophet breaks forth in an Extaſly, 
/ How 


SS mw Th ag * 


"Of Rernal Judgment, 


How beautiful are rol pr of the Meſ- 
ſexgers of Peace, thoſe that bring g1lad- 
tidings of Salvation ? but how much 
more beautiful is the face of the Author 
of our Peace and Salvation ? Ohow full 
of Serenity, and Clemency, and Glo- 
rf ! The expeCtation of this makes 
them languiſh with impatience for his 
Coming. Though the Preparations 
of that Day are ſo dreadful, when the 
San ſhall be darkned, and the Moon A8s. 2. 
turned into Blood, and the Stars fall 
like leaves in Augumn, yet "tis ſtiled a 
Day of Refreſb::::%t to the Saints, 

But how dreadful will his Coming 
in Majeſty to Judgment be to the Videris vulne- 
Wicked ! They (ball ſee him whom they +3 pelaru 
have pierced, and with bitter lamenta- ris Jarus quod 
tion remember the Indignities offered PuPugits, 
to: him. What Excules can they al- . = & 
ledg, why they did not believe and 0- propter vos 
bey the Goſpel ? Our Saviour revealed Pun 
bigh Myſteries, but confirm'd them luiſtis Aug. 
with great Miracles. He - requir'd 
{trit Holineſs, but ofter'd Divine Grace 
to enable Men to do his Will. He pou- 
red forth his Spirit upon them, but their 
Hearts were as hard as the Rocks, and 
as barren as the Sands, Then he will 
reproach them for their inſolent Con- 

| tempt 
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tempt of all the PerfeQtions of his Di- 
vine Nature, and the bleeding Suffer- 
ings of his Humane Nature to recon- 
cile them to God : for their undervalu- 
ing neglett of the great Salvation, 10 
dearly purchaſed, and fo freely and ear- 
neſtly offered tothem : for their Obſti- 
nacy, that the purple Streams that 
flow'd from his Crucified Body, that 
all the Sorrows and Agonies of his Soul 
were not effetual Per{waſives to make 
them forſake their Sins : for their pre- 
ferring the Bramble to reign over them, 
Satan the Deſtroyer of Souls, and un- 
une rejetting the true Vine, the blel- 
ed Saviour, who by {o many miracu- 
lous Mercies, ſollicited their Love, and 
deſerved their Service ; this will make 
the Sentence as juſt as terrible, and 
the more terrible becauſe juſt. This 
will exaſperate the Anguiſh, that the 
Goſpel ſhall be a ſavour of Death to 
them; and the bleſſed Redeemer pro- 
nounce them curſed, and diſpatch them 
to everlaſting Fire, prepared for the De+ 
wil and his Angels for ever. The Judg- 
ment of the Redeemer will be more 
heavy than that of the Creator. For 
all the Riches of his Goodneſs which 
they deſpiſed, ſhall be the Meaſure of 


their 
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their Guilt and Woes, All the Means 
of Grace uſed for their Converſion, but 
fruſtrated by their Perverſneſs, ſhall be 
charged upon their Score; What Con- 
ſternation will ſeize the Wicked, when 
ten thouſand Accuſers ſhall riſe up in 
Judgment againſt them, and not one 
Advocate appear for their defence ? 
Satan will be ready to aggravate their 
Sins above his own : For altho the ſu- 
perior Excellence of his Nature and 
State, did heighten his Obligation, and 
conſequently his diſobedience to his 
Creator; and that he ſinn'd of him- 
ſelf, derived a Guilt upon him exceed- 
ing that of Man's original Sin, who was 
{ſeduced to his Ruin : yet in that Juſtice 
was {oquick and ſevere,that the Angels, 
after their Sin, were immediately ex- 
pelld from their bleſſed Habitation, 
no ſpace of Repentance was allowed; 
and no Mediator interpos'd to. obtain 
Terms of Reconciliation with the 10- 
cenled Deity, their Doom was final 
and irrevocable : but after our rebelli- 
ous Sin, the Son of God, fuch was his 
immortal Love, was willing to be mor- 
tal to redeem ſinful Men, and freely 
offer'd himſelf a Sacrifice to atone the 
divine Diſpleaſure: and-a Day of —_— 
; an 
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and Long-ſufferance was granted, and 
many compaſhonate Invitations were 
ſent from Heaven to ſoften their ſtony 
Hearts : But they neglected and de. 
ſpis'd the Grace of the Goſpel, and 
wilfully excluded themſelves from 
Mercy. Ia this reſpeCt they are more 

uilty than the fallen Angels ; and Ju- 
Rice will revenge the Abuſe of Mercy. 
Do they hope to ſoften che Judg by 
Submiſſions and Deprecations ? Alas, 
he will be inflexible to all their Prayers 
and Tears. The Lamb will be then a 
Lion arm'd with Terrors for their De» 
ſtruction. Or can they appeal to an 
higher Court to mitigate or reverſe the 
Sentence ? No, his Authority is ſu- 
pream, and confirm'd by the immuta. 
ble Oath of God. Or, do they think 
to relift the execution of the Sentence ? 
Deſperate Folly ! The Angels, not- 
withſtanding their numbers and 
{trength,could not for a moment eſcape 
his revenging Hand. The whole World 
of Sinners 1s of no more Force againſt 
his Wrath, than the light Duſt againſt 
a Whirlwind, or dry Stubble againſt 
devouring Fire. Or do they think, by 
a ſtubborn Spirit, to endure it ? Selt- 
deceiving Wretches! If the correction 
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of his Children here, tho allayed, and 
for their amendment, make their Beau- 
ty and 8 trength con WINE AWAY 4s « Moth, 
how inſupportable will the Vengeance 
be on his obſtinate Enemies ? Who 
knows the Power of his Anger * Who 
can ſound the Depths of his Diſplea- 
ſure ? 

7. The Conlideration of Eternal 
Judgment ſhould be a powerful Incen- 
tive to prepare our ſelves for it. The 
Afair is infinitely ſerious, for it con- 
cerns our Salvation or Damnation for 
ever. Yet the Pleaſures and Buſineſs 
of the World faften Men in Security, 
and hinder the intire application of 
their Minds to prepare for their laſt 
Account. *Tis an awful Caution of 
our Saviour to his Diſciples, Take heed 
leſt at any time your Hearts be overchar- 
ged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, 
and Cares of this Life, and ſo that Day 
come upon you unawares : For 15 a Snare 
ſhall it come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the Earth. A difſolute volup- 
tuous courſe of Life, 1s join'd with a 
brutiſh negleft of God and the Saul : 
and the indulging the carnal Appetite, 
though not in ſuch enormous Exceſles 
as the Prophane are guilty of, alienates 
the 
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the Mindsof Men from due conſidering 
their Spiritual State, and leſſens the 
preventive Fear that makes us ſerious 
and diligent to be found of God in 
Peace. And others are ſo involved in 
ſecular Buſineſs, that they are not at 
leiſure, to regard the ove Thing neceſſa- 
ry : their Minds are {o overſhaded with 
the Cares of the preſent World, they 
cannot take a right Aſpef&t of the World 
to come. The Flood broke in upon the 
old World, whilſt they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, buying and ſelling, and deſtroyed 
them all: The laſt Fire will devour 
this World in the ſame wretched in- 
cogitancy, and ſtupid negleCt to pre- 
pare themſelves for Judgment. As it 
4s in the Days of Noah, ſo ſhall it be 
in the Days of the Son of Man. 'Tisa 
divine and ſolemn Warning, Behold, 1 
come 4s 4 Thief in the Night, bleſſed is 
he that watcheth and keepeth his Garments, 
leſt he be found naked, without the Robe 
of Holineſs, and be expos'd to con- 
founding ſhame in that Day. When 
ſecure and careleſs Sinners ſhall fay, 
Peace and Safety, ſudden deſtruction will 
come upox them, as Travel upon a Woman 
with Child; as ſurpriſingly, as irreſi- 
ſtibly, 
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ſtibly, and they ſhall not eſcape. 

But the Wiſe foreſee the Evil, and e- 
ſteem it their incomparable IMereſt to 
ſecure the Favour of the Supream Judg. 

'Tis the Inference the Apoſtle makes 

from the Certainty of our appearing be- 

fore the Righteous Judg, Wherefore we 2 Cox. s. y. 
labour, that whether preſent, or abſent, 

in this or the next Life, we may be ac- 

cepted of him. This was his great De- 

ſign, his chief Care, his Duty and his 

Glory : Never did any perſon more 
ardently aſpire, and ambitiouſly en- 

deayour for the obtaining a Kingdom, 

than he did to ſecure his own Accep- | 
tance with the Lord. In order to this, 
I will lay down the Rules of our Ac- 
ceptance in that Day, and conclude the 
Argument, 

Firſt, Unfained Faith in the Lord 
Jeſus 1s abſolutely neceſſary, that we 
may be accepted. This 1s ſuch a be- 
lief of his all-ſufticient Merits, and 
his merciful inclination to ſave us, that 
the guilty and ſelf-condemned Sinner 
entirely conſents to the Terms of the 
Goſpel, as well as to the Priviledges 
of it, with a reliance upon his Merits, 
and a reſolution to obey his Precepts. 
He is a Prieſt on a Throne, a Prince, and 
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4 Saviour, and {0 mult be acknowledg- 
ed and received. Upon this conditi- 
on his 'Righteouſneſs is freely impu- 
red to us for our Juſtification unto Life, 
without which we mult periſh in our 
Sins, For, h 
:. The beſt Saints are guilty and 
deeply obnoxious to the Law, and the 
Judgment of God 1s invariably accord- 
1ngto Truth; ſo that appearing in their 
Sins, they will be caſt for ever. God's 
Tribunal, like that of the ſevere Ro- 
man Judg, is Reorum Scopulus, a Rock 
that daſhes in pieces all che Guilty that 
come tout. Therefore the Pſalmiſt fo | 
earneſtly deprecates, Exter not into 
Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord; | 
for im thy fight ſhall no Man living be 
juſtified. Andthe Apoſtle, tho'a tran- 
ſcendent Saint, deveſts himſelf of his 
own Righteouſneſs, that he may be 
entirely covered with the Righteoul- 
neſs, of Chriſt, and renounces all 
things, that he may be found in him as | 
bis Surety 1n that Day of Accounts, 
and obtain Pardon by vertue of his 
Satisfaction for Sin. We cannot per- 
tetly obey the Commands, nor ap- 
pealſe the Diſpleaſure of God : but the 
EXPiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt Panyengs 
Ti1C 
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the Divine Juſtice, This alone can 
make us ſtand in Judgment before the 
fery Law, and the fiery Tribunal, and 
the Tadg whois a conſuming Fire, to all 
the Guilty that appear 1n their Sins be- 
fore him. The Blcod of the Media- 
tor has ſprinkled the Thrcne of God 
in Heaven ; and our Conſciences beivg 
{prinkPd with it by an unfeigned Faith, 
we may appear before God the Judg ot 
all with an humble confidence, and 
enter into the Holy of Holies, the Ce- 
leſtial Santuary with joy. 

2, Not only the pardon of our Sins, 
but the acceptance and rewarding of 
our Services with eternal Glory is upon 
the account of our Saviour's compleat 
Righteouſneſs. There are defilements 
in the Perſons, and defes 4n the 
works of the Saints. Their moſt holy and 


fervent Prayers are perfum'd by the ex. s. z. 


Incenſe of his Intercefſion, and ſo be- 
come grateful to God, Our beſt Ver- 
tues are mix'd and ſhadowed with Im+ 
pcrfections ; but in him all Graces were 
conſpicuous in their conſummate de- 
grees. Our Obedience, ſuppoſing it 
perfect, is of no deſert : When we have 
done all, we are unprofitable Servants : 
but his Obedience was infinutely meris 
£Or10u8 
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torious by the union of the Deity with 
his humane Nature, and is the foun. 
dation of the excellent Reward. Not 
that his Merits derive a value to our 
Works to make them worthy of eter- 
nal Glory : as ſome noble Mineral in- 
fuſed into Water, that is 1n it ſelf 
without taſte or efficacy, gives it a me- 
dicinal tinture and Virtue; for this is 
impoſſible, ſince the infinite Dignity of Þ 
his Perfon,and his moſt perfect habitual F 


* &aCtual Holineſs,that are the fountains | 


and reaſons of his Merits,are incommu- F 
nicable to our Perſons and Works. But 
the ative and paſſive Obedience of 
Chriſt is ſo ſatisfubdory and meritorious, F 
that God is pleaſed graciouſly to re- Þ 
ward with the Crown of Life the 
mean Services of thoſe who areby a live- Þ 
ly and purifying Faith united to him. 
Secondly, Sincere Obedience, that is 
an uniform and entire reſpeCt toall the F 
Commands of God, will alone be ac- F 
cepted in that day : for his Authority | 
runs through all, and binds them on | 
the Conſcience. David had this Te- 
ſtimony from God himſelf, that he was | 
a Man after his own Heart, that fulfil» | 
fed all bis Will, And St. John rt | 
the deciſion of our ſtate to this, If our 


Hearts | 
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Hearts condemn us of any allowed Sin * John 3. 20z 


of omiſſion or commiſſion, much more ** 
God will, who is greater than our Hearts, 
and knows all things; But if the illumi- 
nated tender Conſcience doth not con- 
demn us of infincerity,we have confidence 
towards God, that he will ſpare and ac- 
c2pt us notwithſtanding our Frailties, 
and give free and fafe acceſs into his 
Preſence. The lives of many are che- 
quer'd with a ſtrange diſparity, they 
are reſtrain'd from ſome Sins of appa- 
rent odiouſneſs, but indulgent to 0- 
thers; they are ſtrit in ſome Du- 
ties, but looſe and ſlack in others, as 
if they hoped by way of commuta- 
tion to be accepted of God; to expi- 
ate their Delinquencies in one kind by 
ſupererrogating in another. Some 
are painted Phariſees in the duties of 
the firſt Table; very exaCt in the for- 
malities of outward Devotions, but 
groſs Publicans in the duties of the ſc- 
cond ; careleſs of Juſtice and Equity, 
and Charity to Men : Others are 1n 
appearance ſtrictly moral in the diſ- 


. Charge of their duties to Men, and 


negligent of their Obligations to God. 


Bur partial Obedience can never 


endure the trial of Conſcience, much 
leſs of God: For what is the weak 
R 2 light 
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light of our Minds, to the pure Eyes 
of his Glory ? It will make us lia. 
ble to inward rebuke now, and to 6- 
pen confuſion at the lait. Sr. Paul's re- 
joycing was from the Teſtimony of his 
Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and god 
Sincerity he had his Converſation in the 
World : and, as he expreſles it in & 
nother place, it was his daily Exerciſ: 
to have a Conſcience woid of Offence to- 
wards God, and towards Men. Tho 
our conquelt of Sin be nor compleat, 
yet our reſolution and endeavours muſt | 
be to mortity it in every kind. Tho 
our Obedience has nor the perfection 
of Degrees, we mult be equally re-| 
carding the Divine Law, If there be} 
any ſecret-favour'd Sin, either of Omil-| 
ſion or Commiſſion, it will render our 
Petitions unacceptable at the Throne of 
Grace, and our Perſons at the Throne F 
of Judgment ; If I regard keaquity in| 
my Heart, the Lord will not hear my(f 
Prazer. The Law requires the perfor. | 
mance of our Duty without abatement, 
or denounceth-rhs Penalty without al- 
lay or mitigation : The Goſpel has not 
relax'd the {trictneſs of the Law, as © 
"ris the Rule of Life, but as it was the ® 
condition of obtaining Lite. Sincere 7 
Obedience 1s accepted by that gracious | 
Cove- 
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Covenant, where the Legal Perfettion 
is wanting ; but that is indiſpenſably 
required of all, I -may illuſtrate this 
by a Paſlage of Alexander the Great, 
who being defirous to learn Geometry, 
applied himſelf to a skilful Inſtrutter 
init, But his warlike Diſpoſition made 
him more capable to conquer, than to 
meaſure the Earth ; fo that tired with 
the firſt Propoſitions, he defir'd his Ma- 
ſter to make the Scheme more clear and 


plain, and ealy to him: * To whom * ca przcep- 


the Maſter replied, that the Theorems 
of that Science were equally difficult 


to all, and requir'd the. ſame attention que ditfilia, 
of Mind to underſtand them. Thus **&p-9* 


the Goſpel of Mercy requires of all 
ſincere SanCtifhcation, ard ſerious en- 
deavours to perfect Holineſs in the Fear 
of God, and without this none ſhall be 
exempted from Condemnation, 

To the ſincerity of Obedience, I ſhall 


* add a more reſtrained Notion of it as 
| reſpecting Religion, The Duties of 


Piety conlift of an outward and inward 
part ; and the one without the other, 


' 1s but asa Carcaſs without a quickning 
{ Soul. Now there will be an exquiſite 


Anatomy of the Heart in that Judg- 
ment, a diſcoyery of all the, Principles 
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and Motives by which Men were af. 
ed ; and then he that is a Saint inward- 


ly, in the Spirit, who with pure Aims | 


and holy AﬀeQtions hath ſerved God, 
ſhall have praiſe of him. And thoſe 
who have us'd God to injoy the World, 
that have aſſumed pretences of Piety 
for ſecular Ends, ſhall be reproved. 
This will be a cauſe of wonder in that 
day, that many who are highly eſteemed 
by Men as excellent Saints, ſhall be an 
abomination to God. That in the broad 
way to Hell thouſands go thither is 
ſad beyond expreſſion, but not ſtrange 
at all : but rhat in the Path of Heaven 
any ſhould deſcend to Hell, is aſtoniſh- 


ing. That thoſe who live without God | 
in the World, in the prophane negle(& | 


of his Worſhip, in a diffolute difor- 


derly courſe, ſhould fall under Con- | 


demnation, is believed of all: but that 
thoſe who have appeared zealous in 
Religion, ſhall be at laft rejefted, is 
contrary to univerſal expetation. And 
not only the grofs Hypocrite that de- 
ceives others, but he that deceives him- 
ſelf by the external pratice of holy 
Duties, without correſpondent lively 
AﬀeQtions; that prays with that cold- 
neſs as if he had no deſire to be heard, 


and 
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ahd hears with that careleſneſs as if he 
had no defire to be ſanQified by the 
Word, and is converſant in other parts 
of divine Service in that flight man- 
ner, as if 'he had no defign to be 
faved, ſhall by a convincing upbraiding 
Light fee his Wickedneſs in diſhonour- 
ing that God whom he pretended to 
worſhip, and neglecting his Soul. 
When the Upright as pure Gold ſhall 
be more radiant by the Fire, the Inſin- 
cere like reprobate Silver ſhall not en+ 
dure that ſevere trial. 

Thirdly, The frequent diſcuſſion of 
Conſcience, and reviewing our Ways, 
is neceſſary in order to our comfortable 
appearing before our Judg. This is a 
Duty of conſtant Reyolution : for 
while weare in Fleſh, the beſt Saints, 
notwithſtanding all their vigilance and 
diligence, are overtaken by ſurprizal, 
and ſometimes overborn by ſtrong 
temptations ; and *tis more neceſſary to 
beg for daily Pardon, than for our daily 
Bread. Under the Law, if any one 
had by touching a dead Body contraQ- 
ed Uncleannefſs, he was to waſh his 
Clothes in the Evening, and not to lie 
down in his Uncleanneſs. This was 
typical of our Duty, that we ſhould 

R 4 waſh 
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waſh away our ſinful Defilements eve» 
ry day in the purifying Fountain of 
Chriſt's Blood, that ſe open for Sin 
and for Uncleanneſs. And the Method 
of the Goſpel to obtain the grant of 
Pardon, and our comfortable Senſe, and 
the bleſſed EffeQts of it is this, there 
muſt be a mournful Sight, and ſerious 
Acknowledgment of our daily Sins, 
and a judging our ſelves by the dome. 
ſtical Tribunal inour Breaſts as worthy 
of Condemnation : for though we can- 
not ſatisfy Divine Juſtice for the leaſt 
Sin, we mult glorify it ; and with hu- 
mility and fervency deſire that God 
would graciquſly forgive our renewed 
Sins, with unfeigned Reſolutions and 
Care againſt them for the future. Thus 
we are to ſue out our Pardon for Sins 
committed every day.And whereas ma- 
ny Errors in regard of our frailty, and 
their. fineneſs, do ſlip from us, we 
ſhould with contrite Spirits implore 
the divine Majeſty to cleanſe us from our 
ſecret Sins, ſuch as through ignorance 
or inadvertency eſcape from our obſer- 
vation, If we are obliged to be re- 
conciled to an offended or offending 
Brother before the night, and the Sus 
wnſt not go down upon our Wrath, much 
| more 
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more to be reconciled to an offended 
God, that his Diſpleaſure may be a- 
toned. The Morning and Evening-$a- 
crifice was a Figure of the conſtant uſe 
of Chriſt's Merits and Mediation for 
us. The ſecure neglect of renewing 
our Repentance for our renewed Sins, 
deprives us of the Comtorts of the Co- 
venant, and will make the thoughts of 
Judgment as heavy as Monntains upon 
the Conſcience, when *rtis awakened 
out of its ſlumber. But when the 
Soul's Accounts are kept clear with 
Heaven every day, O what a bleſſed 
Reſt does the penitent Believer enjoy 
in the Favour of God ! O the divine 
Calm of Conſcience, when our Debts 
are cancell'd in the Book of God's Re- 
membrance! If we ſhould be unex- 

Qtedly ſummoned to appear before the 
Fade o all, the ſight of our Sins will 
rather excite thankful AﬀeCtions, and 
joyful Praiſes of God for his Mercy, 
that he hath pardoned them; than 
fearful deſpairing thoughts of his Mer- 
cy, that he will not pardon them. 

And as this conſidering our ways 
leads to Repentance, and is a Remedy 
for paſt Sins, 10 *tis a powerful Preſer- 
yative from Sins afterwards. For as 
'in 
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in War the greateſt care is to fortify 
the weakeſt Part of a beſieged Town, 
and make it impregnable ; fo a Chri- 
ftian, by the experience of his infir- 
mity and danger, will be more wiſe 
and wary, more circumſpett and reſol- 
ved againſt thoſe Sins whereby he has 
often been foil'd, to prevent the daily 
incurſion, and ſudden furreption by 
them. And according to the degrees 
of our Innocence, we have confidence 
of Acceptance with God in Judgment, 
Fourthly, Let us improve with a 
wiſeand fingular diligence the Talents 
committed to our 'Truft : for in that 
day we ſha{l be reſponſible for all chat 
we have received. All the Bleffin 
| we poſleſs, whether natural, our Lite, 
our Faculties, our Endowments, our 
Health and Strength ; or Civil, Ho- 
nour and Dignity, Riches and Reputa- 
tion; or Spiritual, the Goſpel in its 
Light and Power, the Graces and Af\- 
fiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, as they are 
Gifts from God's Love, ſorhey are Ta- 
lents to be imployed for his Glory. We 
are Stewards, not Proprietaries : for 
the Supream Lord' does not relinquiſh 
his _ in our Bleffings, that we may 
diſpoſe of them at our own Fe 
ut 
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but hath preſcribed Rules for our ufing 
them in order to his Glory, our own 
Good, and the Benefit of others. And 
*tis ſad to conſider that uſually thoſe 
who enjoy the greateſt Gifts, render 
the leaſt Acknowledgments, and the 
moſt abundant in Favours are moſt bar- 
ren in Thankfulneſs. Time, that un- 
valuable Treaſure, that is due to God 
and the Soul, the Price of which ariſes 
from the Work of Salvation to be done 
in it, how is it ſquander'd away ? Con- 
ſcience would bluſh at the ſerious re- 
flection that every day ſo much is ſpent 
in the Buſineſs of the World, or Plea- 
fures, and fo little redeemed for Com- 
munion with the Holy God : that as in 
the Prophetick Dream the lean Kine 
devoured the Fat, fo unconcerning Va- 
nities take up that time that ſhould be 
employed for our haſt” and bleſſed End. 
While Time is miſerably waſted, the 
Soul lies a bleeding to — 
Death, More particularly, we ſhall 
be accountable for all the days of rhe 
Son of Man that we have ſeen, all the 
uu Seaſons of Grace : theſe we 

auld improve for our Eternal Advan- 
rage, to prepare us for the Divine Pre- 
fence above, But alas, the Lord's oy 
that 
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* Nullis vitiis 
deſunt prerio- 


{a nomina, 


Plin-lib.7 3+ 


that is conſecrated for the immediate 
Service of God, and ſhould be entirely 
ſpent init, and in things that have a 
neceſſary ſubordination to it, yet nei- 
ther the enforcement of Duty, nor in- 
Citations of Love prevail upon the 
moſt, conſcienciouſly to imploy it in 
ſpiritual Aﬀairs. If they afford their 
preſence at the Publick Worſhip, ris 
thought enough ; and, as if the reſt 
of the Day was unſanCtified Time, 
they waſte it either in Complemental 
Viſits, or Secular Buſineſs, in Recrea- 
tions, or things 1mpertinent to their 
Salvation, 

Riches are an excellent Inſtrument 
of doing g6od : Gold is the moſt pre- 
cious and extenſive Metal, and by a 
marvellous Art an Ounce may be bea- 
ten out into ſome hundred Leaves : 
but 'tis a more happy Art by giving it, 
to enrich our own” Souls, and ſupply 
the Neceſſities of many others, But 
great Eſtates-are often uſed to foment 
Mens vicious guilty AﬀeCtions, Pride, 
and Senſuality ; and *tis called * Great- 
neſs and Magnificence to waſte them 
in ſumptuous Vanities. I inſtance in 
theſe Talents, becaule they are uſually. 
abuſed to the diſhonour of the __ 
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If the ſlothful Servant that hid his ſin- 
gle Talent in a Napkin, and returned 
it without advantage to his Lord, was 
caſt into outer darkneſs, where there i 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ; a fear- 
ful Image of what will befal all unpro- 
fitable Perſons, how ſevere will their 
Accounts be who laviſh out their nu- 
merous Talents to gratity their carnal 
Apperites, and betray the Bleſſings of 
God to his Enemy the Devil ? Only the 
wiſeand good Servant, that with pru- 
dent Contrivance, and zealous Endea- 
vours, improves his Talents, ſhall from 

the gracious Lord, in whom are al 
Attraftives and Remuneratives of our 

Service, receive an excellent Reward. 
Fifthly, Another Rule of our Accep- 
tance at the laſt Day is, That we muſt 
with Courage and Zeal maintain in 
our rank and places the Cauſe of Chriſt. 
For thus he declares expreſly, Whoſo- 
ever ſhall confeſs me before Men, him al- 
ſo will I confeſs before my Father which ss 
in Heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny 
me before Men, him alſo will I deny be- 
fore my Father which i in Heaven. When 
the Truth, Purity, and Power of Reli- 
gion, in Dotrine, Worſhip, and Pra» 
Qtice, is diſcountenanc'd and over- 
born, 


Mart. 10. 33,34« 
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born, our Saviour commands, and will 
reward our undiſcouraged viſible Con- 
Rancy init. He will not only reign in 
our Hearts, but be honoured with our 
Lips, and in our Converſations. We 
uſurp the Title of Chriſtians, , unleſs 
we adhere to our Duty in deſpit®nef all 

fition, The Temptations that u- 
ſually withdraw Men from confeſling 
and glorifying Chriſt, are ſuch as work 
upon the Paſſions of Fear and Shame, 
And the conſideration of the laſt Judg- 
ment will fortify us againſt both. 

1. Sometimes Religion expoſes the 
Profeflors of it to the loſs of all tem- 
poral Enjoyments, and of Life it ſelf. 
And when the Honour of our Saviour 
requires {uch a Service of us, when that 
Confirmation is neceflary to recom- 
mend Divine Truth to the Belief and 
AﬀeCtions of others, when our chear- 
ful and couragious Example in ſuffer- 
ing would animate thoſe that are fear- 
Ful to Conſtancy and Confefſton, then 
from Cowardiſe to withdraw our Te- 
ſtirgony, is to betray him again. When 
our Duty is attended with extream 
Dangers, then the ſincerity and perfe- 
Qion of our Love to Chriſt is brought 
tothe ſtricteſt trial, As true > 
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cles are diſcovered in the Night, for 
the Darkneſs redoubles their Splendor ; 
ſo the fidelity of Chriſtians is evident 
in Perſecutions that enflame and excite 
their Zeal to magnify the Name of 

Chriſt in the ſight of the World. There 

is no Fear in Love, but wo Love 1 Joh, 4. 18. 
cafts out Fear. But Feartulneſs hinders 

the expreſſing as of Love to Chriſt, 

and betrays to Apoſtacy, For as every 

Paſſion is a Perturbation, ſo eſpecially 

Carnal Fear that blinds and diſturbs 

the Mind, and hinders the ſerious con» 
fideration of the Reaſons of our Duty, 

and thoſe Motives to perſeyere in it, | 
that are the Fountains of our Strength. | 
From hence the timerous are often x 
treacherous,and Faith lies buried under | 
the cold pale Aſhes of Fear. Now the | 
irregularity of this Paſſion is beſt cured 
by direCting it to the moſt powerful 
Objet. As the Rod of Moſes {wal- 
lowed up the Rods of the Magicians, 
ſo a ſtronger Fear will fubdue that 
which is in a weaker degree. Our Sa- 
viour therefore threatens thoſe that for 
the fear of Men (who cax but kill the 
Body) dare not own and defend his 
Truth and Cauſe,that he will renounce 
them before his Father in the great 
Day, 
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Day, the immediate conſequence of 


Marth. 10. 31, Which will be the deſtruition of Body 


32, 33» 


and Soul. in Hell. Ut Earthly Poten- 
tates had a Juriſdiction over Heaven, 
if Men were to be tried by their Laws 
at the laſt Day, if their Power extend. 
ed to Eternity, they might exaCt unli- 
mited Obedience to their Wills; but 
Conſcience is a more deſirable Friend 
and terrible Enemy than Ceſar; and all 
temporal: Tribunals are ſubordinate and 
accountable to the 'Supream and Eter- 


nal : there is one Lawgiver and Jude, 


who is able to ſave, and to deſtroy for 
ever. It is the worſt Perdition to ſe- 
cure our ſelves by the negle&t of our 
Duty, when weought to periſh for the 
Glory of our Saviour, He that ſaves 
his Life ſhall loſe it. 

2. Shame wounds deeper the Breaſts 
of ſome than Violence, Zzadckiah 
would rather expoſe his Kingdam and 
Life to the Fury of the Chaldean Ars 
mies, than be himſelf expoſed as an 
Object of Deriſion by ſurrendring it: 
And Satan who underſtands the tems 
per of Mens Spirits, ſuits his Tempta- 
tions accordingly. The Purity and Ho- 
lineſs of Religion, expreſt in the AQi- 
ons of the Saints, is by the ſeurrilous 
Reſleftions 


-  —_— 


Refleftont'atid bitter Sarcaſmry of ' pre 
hane Perſons made conrermiprible. This 
5 a5 fooliſh and malicious, as if a Slave 

ſhould reproach the Son of a King, that 


he was like his Father in his Countet - 
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nance and AQtions ; for by how much - 


the reſemblance of God's Holineſs aps 
ts with more evidence and eminence 

n their Lives, their Divine Relation 

is more certainly and juſtly to be'acs 
knowledped. Yet how many are 4» 
ſhamed of this Glory ? And Zeal to 
vindicate the Honour of Religion i8 
traduc'd and vilified, either as the EK 
fea of deſigning FaQtion, or of the 
Indiſcretion and Raſhneſs of a weak 
Judgment and ſtrong Paſſions. Ineve- 
ry Age the faithful Servants of God 
are by ſcornful Titles deſpiſed : We arr 
accounted, faith the Apoſtle, rhe Of 
ſcouring of the World. But a generous 
Chriſtian looks upon diſgrace for the 
ſake of Chrift as his Honour. The A- 
poſtles rejoiced that they were accounted 
warthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, 
"Tis faid of the Baptiſt, He was not that 


1 Cor. 4. 17- 


Light, but came to bear Witneſs to that ads 4, 4r. 


Light : intimating as if that were the 
next degree of Dignity to it. And 
our Savior, ſpeaking of the Proofs of 

$ his 


af 5% 


John 5.33435, 
37» 39» 


Mark 8. 38. 
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his-Divine Miſſion, reckons up the 
Witneſſes . of ſuch Digaity,.. that *tis 
not: poſſible for Sacred Ambition to 
aſpire to higher Honour, than to be in 
ConjunEtion with them : they are John 
the Baptiſt, his Miracles, his Father, and 
the Seriptures. 

Let us appeal then from, the light 
depraved Fancies of carnal Men, to 
the wiſe and . faithful Judgment and 
Authority of. the Son of. God. He 
will at the laft Day, in the preſence 
of -his Father and all the Court of Hea- 
ven, give an: incomparable Crown to 
all that have deſpiſed Shame for his ſake. 
But thoſe vile Spirits, whoſe Courage 
of Straw is quell'd by vain Opinion, 
and the Reproaches of Fools, and have 
deſerted the Cauſe of Chriſt, ſhall 
then be clothed with Confuſion ; for 
this we are aſſured by our Judg, That 
whoſoever ſball be aſhamed of me and my 
words, in this adulterous and ſinful Ge- 
neration, of him alſo ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſhamed when he cometh in the 
Glory of his Father, with the Holy An- 
gils. If the unnatural Brothers were 
aſtoniſh'd when the Governor of Egypt 
rold them, 1 am Joſeph whom ye [old ; 
how much more will falſe Chriſtians, 

| when 


| 
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when the Lord of Glory ſhall ell 
them, I am Jeſus whom for baſe ſhame 
ye denied? How will it confound 
thoſe abjeQt Wretches to be a ſpeQacle 
ef Abhorrence and Scorn before that 
Univerſal Glorious Confluence ? They 
would chuſe rather to be covered under 
the Ruins of the World. If we value 
and deſire the Approbationof the King 
of Angels, if we fear a final rejection 
from him, to obtain the one and avoid 
the other, we mult entirely adhere to 
his Intereſt, without any reſpeCt to the 
eyes and eſteem of the perverſe decei- 
ved World. 

Sixthly, A cordial beneficent Love 
to the Saints, 1s a requiſite Qualificati- 
on of our Acceptance in the Day of 


Judgment. Then ſball the King ſay to Matt. 25. 34 
them os his right hand, Come ye bleſſed 35 35- 


of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of 
the World. For 1 was an hungry, and 
ye Fave me meat ; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, ani ye clothed me; 
I was ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in 
Priſon, and ye came unto me, The 
Union and Endearments betwixt 
Chriſt and his People, are mutual and 

| 2 re- 
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reflexive;- as they are extreamly 'ten- 
der of his Glory, ſo heis concern'd in 
all that is done to them. And though 
the Perfeftion of Love conſiſts more in 
the AﬀeRtion of the Heart than in vut- 
ward Offices, yet our Saviour moſt 


congruouſly produces in Judgment the F 
conſpicuous Effetts of Love to them, | 
the ſupplying their Wants, allaying | 


their Sorrows, owning them when ob- 


ſcured and depreſt by AfiCtions, and F 
injuriouſly treated by others. This F 


love of Service that is direQed and ex- Þ 
erciſed towards the Saints, for the I- | 


mage of God ſhining in them, becauſe 
they are the Children of God, and 
Members of- Chriſt, and therefore ex- 
tended to all in whom the reaſon of 
that Love _—_ ſhall be gloriouſly 
rewarded : for he interprets what 15 
done upon his Account to thoſe who 
are his own by ſo many dear Titles, as 
done to himſelf. And what is more 
becoming his excellent Goodneſs, than 
to reward the Works of Mercy with 
ſaving Mercy ? But thoſe who when 
Chritt preſents himſelf to them in his 
poor diſtreſſed Members, and ſollicits 
their aſſiſtance, to proteQ them from 
Injuries, to refreſh their Sorrows, to 
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ſupport'them in their Exigencies, thoſe 
that have Ability, but want AﬀeQion 
todo them good, and incompaſſionate- 
ly-negle& the ſuffering Saints, ſhall be 
entenc'd to'be tormented with the A- 
Poſtate Angels for ever. What Indig- 
Bry 1s it to the Son of God, that thoſe 
for whom he ſhed his moſt precious 
Blood, ſhould be in leſs value and re- 
gard with many, than the Dogs and 
Horſes maintained for their pleaſure ? 
And if thoſe oz» the left hand ſhall be 


. F - condemned toeternal Fire, for the cold- 


neſs of their Love, how terrible will 
the Judgment be of thoſe that from 
the heat of their Enmity outragiouſly 
—_— the Servants of Chrift for his 
ake, in their Perſons, Eſtates, Reputa- 
tions, that with a worle than barba- 
rons inhumanity ſeek their ruin? Is 
there any Sin of a more mortal Guilt ? 


"The infernal Furnace is feven-fold hea- 


red for the puniſhing ſuch Wicked- 
nels. 
* 'To conclude this Argument, let us 


obſerve the Command of our Saviour, 


To watch and pray always, that we may be 
counted worthy to ftand before the Son of 


Man. Theſe are Duties of univerſal 


Ioflvence into our Lives, the one pre- 
S 3 vents 


Of Eternal Judgment. 


—IT—_ 


Jude 1 5. 


Rev. I, 9. 


vents Careleſneſs, the other vain Conki- 
dence in our ſelves ; and the conſiderati- 
on of Judgment to come,1s the greateſt 
Motive tothem, and the firſt Principle 
of Holineſs, This ſhould: work more 
powerſul in us, conſidering the Day of 
Death is equivalent to the Day of Judg- 
ment to every Perſon ; for then a par- 
ticular Sentence deciſive and irrevoca- E 
ble paſſes, that ſhall be publiſh'd at the Þ 
laſt Day. Methinks the Terrors of F 
the Lord ſhould engage our Souls and F 
Senſes to a contin preparation for his 
Coming. *Tis repreſented ſo as to af- 
fet the Eye, and keep. it vigilant : Be- Þ 
hold, the Lord comes with ten thouſand of 
his Saints, to execute Judgment upon all. | 
Behold, he comes in the Clouds, and eve- | 
ry Eye (ball ſee him. And to call the F 
Ear, and make it attentive; The Lord *® 


3 The. 4. 16. himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven, with | 


Per. 3: In, 
op ; 


the Voice of the Arch Angel, and with | 
the Tramp of God, How circymſpe&t | 
ſhould we be in all our Ways, ſince e- | 
very Action ſhall bereviewed by our | 


\Judg ? St. Peter Prongry infers from 


the diſſolution of the World, as a moſt 

cogent Argument, that we ſhould be 
exattly and univerſally Holy : Seeing 
then al} theſe things ſpall be for, 
PP4t 
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what manner of Perſons ought we to be 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs ? 
But the conſideration of the eternal 
Judgment immediately ſucceeding the 
deſtruftion of the World ; O how pow» 
erful ſhould ic be upon Conſciegce and 
the AﬀeQtions to regulate the whole 
courſe of our Lives with a final reſpeCt 
to God's Tribunal ? 

In ſhort, That which we read of the 
ſucceſs .of the Apoſtle's preaching to 
the Athenians upon the preſent SubjeR, 
the Immortality of the Soul, compriſed 
in the .Refurretion of the Body and 
the future Judgment, is the ſame in all 


of the Reſarreition FA the Dead, ſome 
mocked ; ana others ſaid, We will hear 
thee again of this matter ; and others be- 
lieved. There are three Differences of 
the Hearers of this DoEtrine of fo 
great importance : ſome deride it as an 
extravagant Fancy ; , ſome believe it, 
and yield up themſelves entirely in obe- 
dience to it; others do not abſolutely 
rejett it, as the firſt, nor accept it,as the 
ſecond, but have a ConjeQture, or ſlight 
ſuperficial Opinion of it, or a ſpecula- 
tive Aſent as to a hiſtory of thinzs 
that do not concern them, and defer 
S 4 the 


times and places : And when they heard a8 17.32,34 
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the ſerious conſigeratiqn and applying 
of it to themſelves. And of this third 
fort (O Grief! )) are the moſt of thoſe 
who are Chriſtians in Name. They 
delay till Death, the ſolemn refleQting 
upon the final Judgment, and the ine- 
vitable Conſequence of it, a blefſed or | 
" miſerable Eſtate for ever. And where- 
as the Apoſtle, who had infallible aſſu- 
Tance of God's Love, did with 'an hol 
ſeverity and ſelt-denial abſtain from al 
carnal Complacencies that might ha- 
3 Cor.259.279. Zard the never-fading Crown; T keep 
Ve mileris under my Body, and bring it into ſubje- 
Ietions noftra (Hion, leſt by any means when I have 
nollam adbuc preached to others, I ſhould be a Caſt 
RE ocem g: £04y. * Yetthemoſt liveand die-in 
ian in orio ſecure ſtate, without preparation to 
_ —quride ſecu- appear betore the Preſence of his 
ny, Greg.thb, Glor Yo | 
3 ;. Yorgl. 
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{ Pſalmi6.n1. Thou wilt ſhew me 
the Path of Life : in thy Preſence 
is fulneſs of Joy, at thy right Hand 


there are Pleaſures for evermore. 


HE Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
nels was pleaſed, before and 
during the legal Diſpenſacion, 

by various PrediQtions and Types to 
delineate the Perſon of our Redeemer, 
and the Work of Redemption, to pre- 
pare the Minds of Mea for his Recep- 
tion at his coiling intq the World. All 

. the Prangunen rophecies recorded in 
the Qld Teſtament, as diſperſed Rays, 
are 
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are conſpicuouſly united in him, che 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ; and as in @ curi- 
ous Piece of Moſaick Work, each Stone 
according to its natural Veinand Colour 
is ſo exaCtly diſpoſed, and with that pro- 
ortion join'd to another, that the live. 
ly Figure-of the Humane Body, rclults 
from the Compolure ; {vo by variety of 
Types, the intire Image of our Sevi- 
our's Life 1s repreſented from his firſt 
appearing on Earth, to. his aſcending 
to Heaven. _ 
Now the due comparing and ob- 
ſerving the harmonious Agpeement be- 
tween the Propheſies and T ypes of the 
Old Teſtament, and the Uiftory of the 
New, is-a powerful meansto produce 
and eſtabliſh a true lively Faith in the 
bleſſed Jeſus as the promiſed Meſiah : 
For it 1s an infallible Argument of the 
Divine Providence in diſpoſing Times 
and Things fo, as the Oracle ſhould 
be'verified in 'the Event, and the my- 
fterious Figures ſubſtangially exhibited 
in the manifeftarion of the Son of God. 
"Tis true, his Miracles raiſed Admita- 
tion, ang argued the concurrence of 
Power truly Divine';"*For'the exer- 
ciſe of an abſolute Dominion over-rhe 
Order of Nature, is a Royalty _ 
vec 
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ved ro God : but that his miraculous 
Qperations were forerold, added more 
Authority to his Perſon, and Efficacy 


to his DoQtrine. - Therefore our Savi- * 


our hiroſelf, in anſwer to the publick 
Queſtion ſent from John the Baptiſt, 
whether he were the expetted Saviour 
of the World, commanded the Meſſen- 
gers to tell him what they heard and 


ſaid, The Blind receive their Sight, and Math. 11. 


the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 
the Deaf hear,and the Dead are raiſed up : 
Which healing Miracles were foretold 


by the Prophet Eſay, as the clear and * 35 


diſtinguiſhing CharaQters of the Meſtah 
from all Seducers, when he ſhould 
come. The fulfilling God's Word by 
the Works of Chriſt, of which there 
was ſenſible evidence,wasan irrefutable 


teſtimony that his Miracles were true, 


and performed for the confirmation of 
the Truth. 

Now of all the choſen Saints that 
foretold the coming of Chritt, the 
new Law of Grace, and the new 
Kingdom of Glory, that he ſhould re- 
veal and eſtabliſh: Of all thar repre- 
ſented him in various Particularities, 
concerning his Perſon and Offices, there 
was not a more illuſtrious Type than 
David, 
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Ilorum homi- D@vid, that by prophetical Words, and 


num non tan” 
rum lingua ſed 
& vita 


tica fuit. Au Tn this Pfalm compoſed by him,there. 


by prophetical Actions did fo clearly 
.deſcribe him. 


is amixture of Hiſtory and Prophecy : 
Some things in the hteral and imme- 
diate ſenſe referring to Dquid : I have 
ſet the Lord always before me ; becauſe he 
is at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved. 
Our being at God's right Hand, implies 
the higheſt Honour ; his being at our 
right Hand, implies preſent and ſure 
proteQtion and detence. And of this 
David had the infallible Promiſe of 
God to ſecure his Hope, notwirhſtand- 
ing all his unrighteous and implacable 
Enemies. But the following Verſes 
are applicable to David but in a lower 
ſenſe, and by a remote Metaphor, and 


have their literal and principal Ac- 


compliſhment in our Saviour. Thou 
wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, that 1s, in 


+ the State of the Dead ; mor ſuffer thy 


holy One to ſee Corruption : that is, the 
Body of our Saviour ſhould be exemp- 
red from the corrupting Power of the 
Grave, and reſtored the third Day to 
Life. In this propriety and perfe&tion 
of ſenſe, the Prophecy is applyed by 
St. Peter to our Saviour's alone : for 
David 
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David died and ſaw Corruption ; and At 2 27, 25. 


his Body {till remains under the Domi- 
nion of Death. And this laſt Verſe, 
Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life :- in 
thy Preſente us fulneſs of Joy, at thy 
right Hand are Pleaſures = evermore ; 
is. applied by the Apoſtle to Chriſt, 
his ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion to Heaven, 
and ſitting at the right Hand of the 
Majeity on bigh. Thou wilt (hew me the 
Path of Life; that is, introduce him 
into- the- Kingdom of Glory, and by 
experimental Fruition make him par- 
taker of it: 1» thy Preſence s fulneſs 

Joyg at thy right Hand are Pleaſures 
or evermore. | | 

In theſe words the Cauſes and Ex- 
celtencies of the Heavenly Life are 
expreſs'd, The Cauſes, are the glori- 
ous Preſence of- God, and the intimate 
application of his Preſence, and dif- 
covery of his peculiar Love to the 
Saints, This. our blefled Saviour had 
reſpeCt to, as the.compleat Reward of 
his Sufferings : Thou [bat make me full 
of Foy with thy Countenance. And his 
right Hand implies his Bounty that 
diſpenles, and his Power that ſecures 
our Happineſs. 'The Excellencies of it, 


are 
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are fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures far 
evermore. 


From the words I ſhall obſerve oh6 
Propeſition. | 


The enjoyment of the Divine Pre. 
fence in Heaven, is the ſupream 
and everlaſting Felicity of the 
Saints. 


Ia the diſcourſing of this Point, 1 
will conſider, 


Firſt, The Place wherein the 'Di- 
vine Preſence is gloriouſly reveaPd. 

Secondly, Shew that the enjoyment 
of the Divine Preſence is the ſupream 
Feliciry of the Saints, 

Thirdly, Prove that the Felicity ſhall 


be Everlaſting. 


Firſt, 'The Place wherein the Divine 
Prefence is revealed. Tis confiſtent 
with the Divine Immenfity, to be dif- 
ferently preſent in ſome places, The 
eſſential Preſence of God is the ſame 
every where; the influxive declara- 
tive Preſence” of God is ſpecial, a, 
other- 
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wiſe in one place than another. He is 
more excellently preſent in the living 
Temples, his Saints on Earth, by the 
racious and eminent Operations of 
is Spirit, than he is 1n the reſt of the 
World : He is moſt excellently preſent 
in Heaven, by the cleareſt Manifeſta- 
tion, and the expreſs CharaQters and 
Effes of the Divine PerfeQions. 

This inferior World is fram'd with 
exquiſite Order; The Earth s full of 
the Glery of the Lord: yet "tis but the 
Sediment of the Creation, the Habita- 
tion of Birds and Beaſts, nay of rebel- 
lious Sinners: And by this we may 
raiſe our Thoughts to conceive ſome- 
thing of the glorious SanQtuary of Life 
and Bleſſedneſs above. *Tis called the 
Heaven of Heavens, which is the high- 
eſt Compariſon to inſtruCtt and aſtoniſh 
us with the Amplitude and Glory of 
the Place. *Tis a Place becoming the 
Majeſty of God, the Image of his 
Immenſity. Our Saviour aflures us, 
In his Father's Houſe are many Manſions, 
to receive the innumerable company of 
glorified Saints. *Tis called the Excel- 
lent Glory, 2 Pet. 1. 17. 

The ſhining Firmament, with all . 
the Luminaries that adarn it, are but 
= the 
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the Frontiſpiece to the higheſt Heaven, 
All the Luftre of Diamonds, the Fire 
of Carbuncles and Rubies, the wa 
nefs of Pearls are dead in compariſog 
of its Glory. *Tis the Throne of th 
Ged of Glory, wherein his Majeſty is 
revea['d in the moſt illuſtrious manner, 
For Pleaſantneſs *tis call'd Paradiſe, in 
alluſion to the delightful Garden plan- 
ted by the Hands of God himſelf for 
Adem, his Favourite, whilſt innocent. F 
There is the Tree of Life. There are Þ 
Rivers of Pleaſure ſpringing from the | 
Divine Preſence. *T'# calbd the Inheri | 
taxce of the Saints in Light ; to ſignify F 
the Glory and Joy of the Place ; for | 
Light has ſplendour, and conciliates | 
chearfulneſs, and is a fit Emblem of | 
both. As on the contrary, Hell is de 
ſcribed &y the _— of darkneſs for | 
ever - to ſignify the ſadneſs and deſpair F 
of the Damned; and becauſe in that 
ceatre of Miſery, a perpetual Night | 
and invincible Darkneſs increaſes the 
horror of loſt Souls. 

Heaven for ſtability is called « City F 
that bas Foundations, whoſe Builder and | 
Maker is God. The prelent World is | 
ikea Tear or Tabernacle ſet up for a | 
tzme, whilſt the Church is paſſing 
through 


So * 
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through the Wilderneſs : but Heaven 
is the City of the Living God, the Place 
of his happy Reſidence, the Seat of 
his 'efernal Efnpire. The viſtble 
World, with all its periſhing Idols, 
ſhall ſhortly fall, this Beautifut Scene 
fhall be abolifh'd: but the fupreme 
Heaven is above this Sphere of muta- 
bility, wherein all Bodies compound- 
ed of the jarring Elements are conti- 
naally changing and diſſolving : "tis 
truly call'd 4 Kingdom that cannot be 


fSaken, Briefly, the wiſe: Maker has 


fram'd it correſpondently to the end 
for which it was deſigned: *ris the 
Seat of his Majeſty, his Sacred Tem- 
ple, wherein he diffuſes the richeff 
Beams of his Goodneſs and Glory, and 
his choſen Servants ſee and praiſe his 
1dorable Excellencies for ever. 


Secondly, T will endeavour to ſhew, 
that the enjoynient of the Divine Pre- 
fence in Heaven, is the ſupreme Felici- 
ty of the Saints, 

To make this ſupernatural Blefſed- 
neſs more eaſy and intelligible to us; 
the Scripture deſcribes ir by ſenſible 
Repreſentations. For while the Soul: 
is clothed with Fleſh, Fancy has ſuch 
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a dominion, that we conceive of no- 


ms 


thing but by Comparifons and Ima- 
ges taken from material things. *Tis 
therefore ſet forth by « Marriage- Feaſt, 
to ſignify the Joy and Glory of the 
Saints above. 


But to prevent all groſs 


Conceits, we are inſtructed, that the F 


Bodies of the Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, 
not capable of Hunger or Thirſt, nor 


conſequently of any Refreſhment that | 


is cauſed by the fatisfaQtion of thoſe | 


Appetites. 


The ObjeQts of the moſt ; 


noble Senſes, Seeing and Hearing, the | 


leafure of which 1s mixed with Rea» 
bo, and not common to the- Brutes, 
are more frequently made uſe of to re- | 
concile the bleſſed and Heavenly State | 


to the proportion of our Minds. Thus 
ſometimes the Saints above are repre- 
ſented on Thrones, and with Crowns on 
their Heads : Sometimes clothed in 
White, with Palms in their Hands : 
ſometimes ſinging Songs of Triumph to 
him that ſits on the Throne. But the 
real Felieity of the Saints infinitely ex- 
ceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. The 
Apoſtle, to whom the admirable Reve. 
lation was exhibited, of the Suffer- 
ings of the Church, and the vitort- 
ous iſſue out of them in the ſucceſſive 
Ages 
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Ages of the World, tells us, it does 
not appear what the Saints (hall be in 
Heaven. The things that-God has pre- 
pared for thoſe that love him, are far 
more above the higheſt aſcent of our 
Thoughts, than the Marriage-Feaſt of 
a King exceeds in ſplendor and Mag- 
nificence, the Imagination of one 
that has. always lived in an obſcure 
Village, and never ſaw any Ornaments 
of State, nor taſted Wine in his Life. 
We can think of thoſe things but ac- 
cording to the Poverty of our Un- 
derſtandings. But ſo much we know 
as is able to ſweeten all the Bitterneſs, 
and render infipid all the Sweetneſs of 
this World. 

This will appear by conſidering 
whatever 1s requiſite to conſtitute the 
compleat Bleſledneſs of Man, is fully 
enjoyed in the Divine Preſence. 

1. An exemption from all Evils is 
the firſt condition of perfe&t Bleſſed- 
neſs. The Sentence of the wile Solon 
15 true, 


Drcique beatus 
Ante obitum nemo ſupremaque funera 


debet. 
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Jo Man an be call'd happy whill 
SN this Valley of Tears. bere are 
0 


= 


ny caſual, which no bumane Mind 


can foreſee or prevent, that one may F 
be leſs miſerable than anqther, but F 
none perfetly happy here: Bur up» F 


on the entrance 1naro Heaven, all thoſe 


Evils, that by their number, variety | 
r weight, diſquier and oppreſs us P 


here, are at an end, 
Sin, of all Evils, the worſt and moſt 
bateful, ſhall be aboliſh'd, and all 


Temptations that ſurround us and en» | 
nger our . Innocence | thall ceaſe. F 
Here the beft Men lament the Weak, | 


neſs of the Fleſh; and ſometimes the 
violent Aſlaults of Spiritual Ene- 
mes, St, Paul himfelt breaks forth 
into a mournful Complaint, O wretch» 
rd Man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me 
rom this Body of Death? And when 
zarrals'd by the buffets of Satan,renews 
bis moſt earneſt Addreſſes to Gag to 
be freed from them, Here our Purity 
is not abſolute, we muſt be always 
cleanſing qur felyes from the Reliques 
of that deep Defilement that cleaves 
to our Nature. Here our. Peace 15 
preferv'd with the Sword in our m_—_ 
Y 


many ' aatural Calamities, fo mar F 
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by a/ continual warfare againſt Satan 
ard the World, But in Heaven no 
Ignorance darkens the Mind, no Paſ- 
fions rebel againſt the ſanftitied Will, 
no Inherent Pollution remains. The 
Charch is without Spot or Wrinkle, or 
ahy ſuch thing; And all Temprations 
ſhall then ceaſe. The Tempter was 
caſt our - of Heaven, and none of his 
poiſon'd Arrows can reach that puri- 
fied Company. Glorious Liberty ! here 
ardently defir'd, but fully enjoyed by 
the Saints above. And as Sin, ſo all 
the penal Conſequences of it arequite 
taken away. The preſent Life is a 
continual diſeaſe, and ſometimes ar- 
tended with that ſharp fenfe, thar 
Death is defir'd as a remedy, and ac- 
cepted as a Benefir, And though the 
Szints have reviving Cordials, yer 
their Joys are mix'd with Sorrows; 
nay cauſed tw Sorrows. The tears of 
Repentance are their fweecteft refreſh- 
ment, Here the living Stones arc cur 
and wounded, and made fit by ſufſe- 
rings for a Temple unto God in the 
new Jeruſalem. Burt as in building of 
Solomon's Temple, the noiſe of a Ham- 
mer was not heard, for all the parts 
were fram'd before with - that exa& 
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deſign and correſpondence, that they 
firmly combin'd together. . They were 
hewen in another place, and nothing 
remain'd but the putting them one 
upon another, and then' as Sacred the 

became inviolable,. So Ged the wiſe 
Architect, having prepar'd the Saints 
here,by many cutting Afflictions, places 
them in. the eternal Building, where 
no Voice of Sorrow is heard, Of the 
znnumerable Afembly above ; is there 
any Eye that weeps, any Breaſt that 
ſighs, any Tongue . that complains, 
or any: appearance 'of Grief ? The 
Heavenly State is called Life, as only 
worthy of: that Title, There 1s no 
infirmity of Body, no Poverty, no 
Diſgrace, no Treachery of Friends, 
no perſecution of Enemies, There is 
no more Death, nor Sorrow; nor ſhall 
there be any more Pain : for former 


hings are paſt away. God will wipe a+ 
—» all Tears from the Eyes of his Pes- 


/ le, There Salvation is compleat in 


all degrees. Pure Joy is the Privi- 
ledge of Heaven, unmixed Sorrows 
the Puniſhment of Hell. 

2. Aconcurrence of all poſitive Ex- 
cellencies is requiſite to Bleſſedneſs, 


* And thele are tg be conſidered with 


reſpect 


! 
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reſpe& to the entire Man. 

1. The Body ſhall be awak'd out 
of its dead Sleep, and quicken'd into 
2 glorious immortal Lite. The Soul 
and Body are the eſſential parts of 
Man ; and though the inequality be 
great in their holy Operations, yet 
their concourſe is neceſſary. Good 
AQtions are defign'd by the counſel 
and reſolution of the Spirit, but per- 
form'd by the miniſtry of the Fleſh. 
Every Grace expreſles it ſelf in viſi- 
ble Actions by the Body. In the Sor- 
rows of Repentance jt ſupplies Tears ; 
in religious Faſts, its Appetites are 
reſtrain'd; -in Thankſgiviogs - the 
—_ breaks forth into the joyful 
Praiſes of God. All our ViQtories 0» 
ver ſenſible Pleaſure and Pain, are 
obtain'd by the Soul in conjunCtion 
with the Body. Now 'tis moſt be- 
coming the Divine Goodneſs, not to 
deal ſo differently, that the Soul ſhould 
be everlaſtingly happy, and the Body 
loſt in forgetfulneſs ; the one glort- 
fed in Heaven, the other remain in 
the Duſt, From their firit ſetting our 
in the World to the Grave, they ran 
the ſame race, and ſhall enjoy the 
lame Reward, Here the Body 1s the 
Conſort 
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Conſort of the Sotil; in Obedience 
and Suffetings, hereafter In Fruition, 
When the Crown of Purity, or Palm 
of Martyrdom ſhall be given by the 


=_ Judg in the view of all, they | 


11 both partake in the Honour, 


The Apoſtle affures 1s, the Bodies of | 


the Saints ſhall be revived and refin'd 
to a ſpiritual and glorions' PerfeQtion, 
Fleſh and Blood, the Body - with its 
retrene Qualttiey; 1s ffiutable and mot- 
ral, atid rannort inherit the Kingdom of 
Heever; it cannot breath info pure an 
Air. God telly Moſes, No Mas can ſee 
Face and live: The fight of the 
wine Glory 1s not conliltent with 
ſuch temper'd frail: Tabernacles of 
Flefth. Nay, the Body tilt be freed 
from the innocent Infirmities that 
were inſeparable from- Adam in Para- 
diſe: for he was made a Irving Soul, 1.e. 
the Soul untted to the was the 
Fountain of the natural ſerifitive Life, 
which was irta perpetual Flux, the viral 
Heat waſting the radica} Moiſture, 
from whence there was' a neceſſity of 
Food and Sleep to repazir the Sub- 
ſtance and Spirits, and preſerve his 
Life in vigour: but in the Divine 
World, the Body fhall be fpicitual in 
14s 
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its Qualities and the Principle of its 
Lie: it ſhall be ſupported by the ſu- 
pernatural Power of the Spirit, with- 
our the ſupplies of outward nouriſh- 
ment, and exempted from all the low 
Operations of Nature; therefore our 
Saviour tells us, the Children of the 
Reſurreition ſhall be equal to the Angels, 
preper'd for the employment and En- 
j0y1nents of thoſe bleſſed Spirits, 

And a ſubſtantial unfading Glory 
will ſhine in them infinitely above 
the periſhing Pride of this World, 
and the Glory of the Fleſh, that is but 
an appearance, like the falſe Colours 

inted on the Feathers of a Dove, 
bs thc refletion of the Light, which 
preſently vaniſhes, when the Poſturc 
is chang'd, or the Light withdrawn. 
Of this we have a ſure Pledg in the 
glorified Body of Chriſt, - who is the 
firft Fruits of them that ſleep; He ſhall 
change our vile Bodies, that they may te 
faſhion'd like to his glorious Body, ac- 
cording to the working of his Power, 
whereby be is able to ſubdue all things to 
bimſelf, What can be more glorious, 
than to be conform'd to the humanity 
of the Son of God ? This Conformity 


ſhall be the Work of his own Hands : 


and 
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and when Omnipotence interpoſes, no- 
thing is difficult. The railing the 
Body to an immortal ſtate of Glory, 
is as ealy to the Divine Power, as 
the forming it firſt- in the Womb, 
As the Sun labours no more in the 
Mines,. 1n the forming Gold an vil. 
ver, 'the moſt precious and Curable 
Metals, than in the. production of a 
ſhort-liv'd Flower. 

2. The ſupream happineſs of Man 
is in the Soul's Communion with God, 
This will appear by .conlidering the 
principal Ingredients of Happineſs : 
they are the excellence of the ObjeR, 
and the vigour of the ACtings upon 
it, The Life and 'Bleſledneſs of God, 
is to know and love himfelf, accord- 
ing to his infinite Perfeftions, And 
"ris the higheſt happineſs of the 
reaſonable Creature to know -and 
love God. For he is a ſpiritual 
infinite, unchangeable Good, and can 
fully communicate all that is requi- 
ſite to intire Bleſſedneſs, Supply all 
the Wants, and fatisfy all the Wi- 
ſhes of the immortal Soul, The 
Underſtanding and. Will are our 
moſt comprehenſive Faculties, the 


principles of gur moſt eminent Ope- ' 


rations. 
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rations. To know and to love are eſ- 
ſential to the reaſonable Soul, and in 
direQing thoſe Ats upon God, the 
ReQitude, the Perfection and Felici- 
ty of Man conliſts. As the intel- 
leual Creature by ſetting its Mind 
and Heart upon earthly things, is de- 
graded intoa lower order, the thoughts 
and deſires that are ſpiritual with 
reſpe& to the principle from whence 
they proceed, are ſenſual and periſh- 
ing with reſpeC to their Obje&s : So 
when our noble faculties are exercis'd 
in their moſt lively and vigorous per- 
ceptions upon the ſupream Good, 
Man is advanc'd to an equality of Joy 
and PerfeQtion with the Angels. Now 
in Heaven, God by his moſt evident 
and effetual preſence, excites and 
draws forth all the ative Powers of 
the Soul in their higheſt degrees ; and 
ſuch is the immenſity of his Perfe- 
Qtions, fills their utmoſt Capaci- 
ty, from whence a Divine pleaſure, 
a perpetual SatifaCtion ſprings, a Joy 
that is as unſpeakable as *tis eternal, 


Tounfold this more particularly, 
1. The Underſtanding ſhal! clear- 
ly ſee the moſt excellent Objets. Now 


we 
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we know but is pert. The naked Bear 
ty of divine Things is vail'd, and of 
impoſlible diſcovery : and by natural 
or accidental weakneſs, ' the Mind is 
not propottionable to ſaftain rhar 


dazlting brightneſs. Bur when that 
which is perfeft is come, then that whith 
is in part fhall be done awey. In that in- 


lightned the State, manifeſtation of the 
Objeas ſhall abundantly exceed the 
cleareſt revealing of them here. And 
the Underſtanding ſhalt be prepar'd 
in proportion to take a full view of 
them. Therefore the Apoſtle com- 
pares the ſeveral Periods of rhe Church 
1g refpe&t of the degrees of Know- 
leds, to the ſeveral Ages of humane 
Life. When I was « Child, T ſpoke as 
a Child, 1 underſtood as a Child, I 
thought as a Child : but when I became 
« Man, T put away Childiſh things. In 
Children the Organs, either from the 
exceſs of moiſkare, or their ſmalneſs, 
are indiſpos'd for the vigorous exerciſe 
of the Mind : ſome ſtriftures of Rea- 
ſon-appear, a preſaging ſign what will 
be, but mix'd with much obſcurity. 
Bur' when the Organs are come' to 
their juſt proportion and temperament, 
the Soul diſplays its ſtrength ane 
aQtivity. To 
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To wg pd” it is requiſite to 
conlider the exprefſions in Scripture, 
that fignify the eminent degrees of 
Knowledg .in the Bleffed. Our Sa- 
viour affures us, that the Pure in Heart 
(hat ſee God. Sight is the moſt noble, 
extenfive,and ive Senfe,and there- 
fore fit ro notify the clear, fweet and 
fatisfying intuition of God in Heaven. 
"Tis true, the Deity is fpirtzzal and 
inviſible to. the Eye of the Body, in- 
finite and incomprehenſible to the Eye 
of the Soul ; but the glorthed Saints 
fo clearly underftand the Divine Per-« 
fetions, that our prefent knowledg 
of God, _— to that Vifien, 18 
but as the ſeeing of a dark Shadow 
ina Glafs, to the immediate view of 
the living Subſtance and Perſon. The 
diſcovery of the Deity to us. in the 
prefent ſtate, is by his Works and 
Word: and both are imperfect, and 
far inferiour to the manifeſtation in 
Heaven. The abſolute fulneſs of Per- 
teftion that is inſeparable from- the 
Godhead, is inimitable by any Crea- 
ture; for the PerfeQtion of any Crea- 
"eure is limited in its kind as well as 
degrees.  Therefore- God was pleaſed 
by variety of effects and reſemblances, 
ro 
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to expreſs and repreſent his Attributes, 
that our Minds might aſcend by thoſe 
ſteps to contemplate thoſe Perfe&i. 
ons that are in him eminently and 
beyond all pg The Light 
of Heaven in all its purity and luſtre, 
is but a ſhadow of his unapproachable 
Brightneſs : all the Excellencies of viſi- 
ble thingsare but a weak repreſentation 
of the Glory of his Atrributes, like the 
deſcribing with a Coal the beautiful 


Colours of the Morning : and com- , 


par'd with the immenſity of his Pers- 
fetions, are like the deſcribing in a 
ſheet of Paper the vaſt Celeſtial 
Spheres. 

In his Word there is a moreclear and 
full diſcovery of his Nature and Will, 


but according to our capacity of re- 


ceiving, The Divine Attributes in 
Scripture are mask'd and ſhadowed un- 
der ſenſible Compariſons : for no Light 
ſhines intoour Minds here but through 
the Windows of Senſe. The intelle- 
Etual Powers depend, as to the firſt 
notices of things, upon the lower Fa- 
culties and Senſes : therefore as Eliſhs 
in reviving the Shunamite's Child, con; 
tracted himſelf to the proportion of 
the Child, and put his Mouth upon his 
Month, 
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Mouth, and bis Eyes upon his Eyes, and 
his Hands upon his Henas ; io God is 
pleaſed to condeſcend to. our Capacity, 
and to adapt the Expreſſions of his 
Majeſty to the narrownels of our Ima- 
ginations. 'But in Heaven the Revela- 
tion of the Deity is much more glorl- 
ous: and the Mind is clarified trom 
thoſe terrene Images that flow through 
the groſs Channels of the Senſes. In 
this preſent ſtate our pureſt Concep- 


tions of God are mix'd with Drols, . 


and very imperfect ; but there the Gold 
{hall be ſeparated from the Drofs, and 
our Conceptions be more proper and 
becoming the Simplicity and Purity of 
God. Here the Objects of Glory are 
humbled to the perception of Senſe : 
Hereafter, the ſenſible Faculties ſhall 
be raiſed and refin'd, and made the 
Subjets of Glory, Now when Di- 
vine Light ſhines with dire& Beams, 
and the thick Curtain of Fleſh is ſpiri- 
tualiz'd and tranſparent, the Soul en+ 
Joys the cleareſt Viſion of God. The 
Light of Nature was ſo defe&Qive as 
to the diſcovery of God's Compaſſi- 
nate Counſels to fave the loſt World ; 
and the Mindsof Men were {o dark- 
ned from the Fumes of their Lulſts, 

V that 
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that that Light was but-the Hemi. 
ſphere of the Night in compariſon of 
the Revelation of the Goſpel: as St. 
Peter expreſſes the happy Priviledg of 
Chriſtians, and their conſequent Duty, 
that they ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes 
of him who hath called them out of Dark- 


eſs into his marvellous Light. And the 


Glorious Goſpel compar'd to the Reve- 
lation of God in Heaven, is but as the 
Twilight of the Morning, wherem 
the Light of the Day is checker'd with 
the Shadows of the Night, to the Sun 
inits full Luſtre. In Heaven we ſhall 
ſee God Face to Face : which ſignifies 
the cleareſt manifeſtation of his Glory, 
and of his Favour to the Bleſſed : for 
the Face is-the Throne of Majeſty and 
Beauty, and the Chryſtal wherein the 
AﬀeCtions are conſpicuous. Accord- 
ingly when Moſes prayed, I beſeech 
thee ſhew me thy Glory ; God anſwered 
him, it was 1mpoſlible, for »o May could 
ſee his Face, and live. Andthe form of 
Divine Bleſſing to the People of 1/rac! 
was, The Lord make his Face to ſhine 
wpon thee, and be gracioms to thee. Whe- 
ther the 1mmediate. Efſence of God 
can be feen by the intelleftual Crea- 


ture, 1s a queſtion, but weare ſure in 


the 
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the Hreaven of Preſence, God exhibits 
himſelf to the Bleſſed in a moſt pglo- 
rious manner : for according to the 
—_ of Excellency in the Work, 
ſuch are the Imprefſions and Diſcove- 
ries of the Cauſe, Now all groſs ma- 
terial things in the low order of Na- 
ture, are but weak reſultances from 
his PerfeQtions, in compariſon of their 

lorious Effefts in the Divine World. 

he Glories of the Place, and of the 
Inhabitants the Angels and Saints, are 
the moſt noble Effects and Expreſſions 
of the Divine Attributes. Burt in a 
tranſcendent manner God exhibits him- 
ſelf in the glorified Mediator. He is 
ſiled the Brightneſs of his Father's Glo- 
ry, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; 
to ſignify that God, in the Perſon of 
the incarnate Mediator, is {o fully re- 
preſented to us, that in him we have a 
view of God's unchangeable PerfeCti- 
ons. This appears by the following 
words, that having purged us from our 
Sins, he ſat down on the Majeity on 
high : tor they reſpect the Son of God 
as united to the Humane Nature, 1a 
which he performed the Office of the 


F> Prieſthood, and took poſſeſſion of his 


During his humble State, 


Kingdom. 
| 'S , & © tho 


Of HEAVEN. 


tho darken'd with many affliting Cir- 
cumſtances, the Divine Vertues, Wil- 
dom , Goodneſs, Holineſs, Power, 
were ſo viſible in his Life, Revelati- 
ons, and miraculous Works, that when 
Philip with that ardency of AﬀeCtion, 
deſir'd the ſight of the Father, the on. 
ly conſummate Bleſſedneſs, ſhew us the 
Father, and it ſuffices : He told him, He 
that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father. 
But how brightly do they appear in his 
Exaltation ? We ſhall ſee him as he « ; 
in the Majeſty and Glory of the Son of 
God. The Apoſtle ſays, We ſball know 
4s we are known : This weare not to 
underſtand according to the exaCtneſs 
of the Expreſſion; for the Sun may be 
as well included in a ſpark of Fire, as 
God may be comprehended by our fi- 
nite Faculties. Beyond the fulleſt dif- 
coveries we can receive of the Deity, 
there remains an intire infinity of Per- 
feftions, not to be known by the moſt 
intelligent Spirits : but as we are known, 
is a note of Similitude, not of Equali- 
ty. The Light of a Candle as truly 
ſhines as the Light of the Sun, but not 
with that extent and ſplendor, We 
ſhall have ſuch a perfe@t knowledg of 
God, as our Minds can receive, and our 
Hearts deſire, We 
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We ſhall then ſee what we now be- 
lieve concerning the glorious Nature of 
God, his Decrees and Counſels, his 
Providence and Diſpenſations. The 
ſublimeſt DoQtrine of the Chriſtian 
Religion, above the diſquilition and 
reach of Reaſon, is that of the Sacred 
Trinity, _= which the whole Oeco- 
nomy of the Goſpel depends, In aſ- 
ſenting to this, Faith bows the Head 
and adores. But ſuch is the pride of 
the Carnal Mind, that it diſhains to 
ſtoop to Divine Revelation : and the 
ſceming wile Philoſophers deſpiſed the 
Primitive Chriſtians as Captives of a 
blind Belief. But this Gal Repreach 
was as unjuſt as many others where- 
with they deſigned to diſgrace Chriſti- 
anity ; for the humility of Faith does 
not extinguiſh or darken the Light of 
Reaſon, but revives and increaſes it : 
what is more ſuitable to uncorrupt 
Reaſon, than to believe the Revelation 
God affords of his own Nature who 
cannot deceive us ? In the State above, 
where reaſon is reified and inlarged, 
we ſhall underſtand that from Eternity 
God was ſole exiſting, but not ſolitary ; 
that the Godhead 1s not confus'd in 
Unity, nor divided in number ; that 
a there 
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_ there isa priority of Ordet, bat no ſu- 


periority among the Sacred Perſons, 
but they are all equally pofſeſsd'of the 
ſame Divine Excellencies, and the ſame 
Divine Empire, and are the Obje& of 
the ſame Divine Adoration, Our Sa- 
viour tells his Diſciples, In that Day ye 
Fall know, that I am in the Father, that 
is by unity of Eſſence, and as natural: 
ly and neceſſarily God as the Father. 
This Promiſe 1mmediately refers to 
the time 'of pouring forth the Holy 
Ghoſt upon them, after the Reſur- 
rection of our Saviour, but ſhall be 
fully accompliſh'd in Heaven. 

All things of a ſupernatural Order 
ſhall be reveal'd. The grear My/ 
of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſb, 
the union of the high PerfeQtions of 
the Divine Nature, with the innocent 
ImperfeQtions of the Humane Nature, 
the contrivance of our Redemption, 
wherein there is an harmonious con- 
Currence and concord of the principal 
Attributes of the Deity that ſeem'd 
irreconcileable : that produdt of the 
Divine Wiſdom that is ſo ador'd by the 
Angels, that aſtoniſhes and faves us, 
ſhall be unfolded. The Divine Coun- 
lels in goyerning the World, the De- 
6 lgns, 
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ſens, the Ways, the Orders and Ope- 
rations of/ God's Providence ſhall be 
cof{picuous.- In ſome Diſpenſations of 
God, we diſcern the Eye in the top of 
his Scepter : the Wiſdom, the ReQi. 
tude, the equity of his Providence is 
{> viſible in the defence of the Inno- 
&nt, and his Juſtice and Power in the 
puniſhment of the Guilty, that ic may 
convince the Atheiſts who deny a Pro- 
vidence, and cauſes all fincere Belie- 
yers to admire and reverence it. But 
there are other Diſpenſations, the im- 
mediate Reaſons of which are ſo con- 
ceal'd in the Boſom of God, that only 
the Lamb with whoſe Blood' the Elect 
to Glory are written in the Book of 
Life,can reveal : Why the Light of the 
Goſpel was never viſible to ſo many 
Kingdoms ; why many are called, aud 
few choſen, the unſearchable Ways, and 
incomprehenſible Judgments of God, 
which St. Paul in an extaſly admires, 
which *tis not lawful to inquire in here, 
we ſhall then underſtand in ſuch a 
manner, that Light it ſelf is not more 
clear. How often are the People of 
God here in miſerable Perplexities ? 
and ſay with the Prophets, Verily thow 
art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, O God of 
V 4 
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Iſrael the Saviour ! *Tis true a ſtedfaft 
Faith in the Providence of God, that 
all that he does, and all that he pers 
mits and diſpoſes 1s beſt, will quiet 
their Paſſions, and change the rem- 
peſtuous Ocean into the pacifick-Sea ; 
but when they are admitted into the 
Council of State above, and ſee the 
immediate Reafons of his Decrees, 
what a heavenly Wonder, what an 
exquiſite Pleaſure will ill their Minds? 
when the original Fountains of Wil- 
dom, as clear as deep, ſhall be open'd, 
what {weet Satisfaftion will be ſhed 
abroad in their Spirits ? They will ſee 
the Beauty of Providence in diſpoſing 
temporal Evils in order to their eter- 
nal Felicity : that as in a curious Pi- 
ture the darkeſt TinQures are ſo diſ- 
pos'd, as to giye Life and Grace tq 
the orient Colours : So all the AMi- 
Qtions of this State were but ſhadows 
or foiles, to make their Faith, and 
Love, and Patience more reſplendent, 
and their Reward more excellent. 
What our Saviour ſaid to Peter, is 
applicable to rhe impenetrable diſpen. 
{ations of Providence ta us in our 
mortal State : What I do, thou knows 
eſt yor now, but ſhall know hereaſPen 
then 
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then the Arcane Imperis, the Secrets 
of his Counſels, ſhall be unſealed, 
and we ſhall be able to expound the 
perplexing Riddle, how out of the 
Eater came Meat, and out of the Strong 
came Sweetneſs : we \hall underſtand 
that his over-ruling Providence is moſt 
eminently glorified in extrafting Good 
out of Evil 3 for we ſhall know as we 
are known. 

2, I will conſider the bleſſed Effefts 
of the Viſion of God in Heaven up- 
on the Saints, Our Saviour tells us, 
This is Life eternal, to know thee the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
tho beſt ſext. The beginning and 
introduction of our Felicity, is by a 
lively Faith here, the conſummation of 
it is by preſeat ſight in Heaven, From 
the Viſzon of his Glory, there will 
be a reſultance of his likeneſs impreſt 
on us, We ſhall be like him, for we 
ſhall ſee him as he is. All the PerfeQi- 
on and Happineſs of rhe Saints is 
compriſed in that Promiſe. The Sun, 
when the Sky is clear and ſerene, forms 
its Image on a Cloud temper to re- 
ceive it, with that orient brightnels, 
that the Eye cannot diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Copy and the Original. 

| Thus 
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Thys the uncreated> Sun by powerful 
emanations transforms - the Soul into 
its likeneſs, in that divine Degree :of- 
Holineſs and Felicity, as glorioully re- 
ſembles God. Mofes : by converting 
with God 1n the Mount, and ſeeing 
his back-parts, return'd 'to the 1/raz- 
lites with ſuch a radiancy in his Face 
that they could not look on ir without 
a Vail. Whatan impreſſion of Glory: 
13 in the Saints, who ſee his Perfe- 
Qtions in their infinite luſtre ? "Tis 
the priviledge of Chriſtians in this 
Life; above the Church under the 
Law, They behold in the Goſpel as in 
# Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, and are 
chang'd into the ſame ' Image, fron 
Glory to Glory : they become miore 
Holy and Heavenly, more purified 
and adorn'd with his Vertues and 
Graces. Now if the Viſion of Chriſt 
here in a Glaſs, an eclipling Medium, 
be ſo influxive upon Believers, what 
an i]loſtrious and infallible efficacy has 
the immediate, clear, and permanent 
view of his Glory upon the Saints in 
Heaven ? That ſight 1s produQtive and 
conſervative of his Image in its pu- 
rity and perſeCtion for ever. 
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The Divine Preſence affets the + 


Saitits with the moſt humble reve- 
tence! and ſolemn veneration of God. 
This is an eternal reſpe& due from 
the intelleQual Creature to the Cre. 
atour, upon the account of his infi- 
nite and incommunicable Excellen- 
cies, He is diftinguiſh'd not only 
from Idols, but from Creatures of 
the higheſt Order, by his effential 
ſupreme, and ſingular Name, 1 AM. 
Every kind of Being, every ſpark of 
Life, every degree of PerfeQtion is 
from his Efficiency, and depends en- 
tirely upon his ſupporting Power. 
The moſt eminent Qualities of the 
Creatures are but in ſhow and appea- 
rance, compar'd with the reality and 
ſtability of his glorious Nature. In 
the Scripture, Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
Goodneſs, Power, Truth, Immortali- 
ty, are attributed to God, with the 
excluſion of all Creatures from thoſe 
Prerogatives ; they being his eflential, 
infinite and wiſe incomparable PerfeQti- 
ons. They are ſeparable Qualities in'the 
Creatures, like the gildjng and ena- 
maling of baſer Metal : but in the De» 
ity, they are like ſubſtantial maſly 
Gold. There is a vaſt diſtance be- 

tween 
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tween created Beings ; but the Di- 
ſtance between a Fly, or a Worm, and 
an Angel, is nothing to the diſtance 
between an Arch-angel and God : 
there being no compariſon between 
finite and infinite. All Creatures e- 
ually vaniſh, and diſappear as no- 
thing compar'd to the glorious Crea- 
rour. As if one from the Region of 
the Stars ſhould look down upon the 
Earth, the Mountains and Hills with 
the Vallies, would appear one flat 
Surface, an equal Plain, the height 
and the lownels of the ſeveral parts 
being indiſcernible at that immenſe 
diſtance. 
Now in Heaven the Divine Majeſty 
15 moſt viſible and moſt awful and ado- 
rable. The ſublimeſt Spirits cover ther 
Faces before his glorious Brightneſs. The 
Prophet 1/aiah had a repreſentation of 
Heaven: I ſaw the Lord ſitting upon 4 
Throne high and lifted up,and his Train fil- 
led the Temple. Above it ſtood the Sera- 
phims : each oxe had ſix Wings: With 
twain he cover'd his Face, with twain he co- 
wer'd his Feet with twain ke did fly. And 
one cried to another, and ſaid Holy, ho- 
ly, holy Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth 
# full of his Glory. They highly ho- 
nour 
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nour him, by the refleQion' of his ſepa- 
rate and peerleſs Excellencies, his Al- 
mighty Power, his Infinite Suprema- 
and Eternal Empire, in their con- 
ſert of Praiſes, 
; This is the principal Duty of Angels 
and: Mea to the bleiſed Creator for his 
admirable PerfeQtions, and his excel- 
lent Benefits. The Evidence of itis fo 
entire, that the' reaſonable Mind can- 
not ſuſpend its Aﬀent : for Goodneſs 
and Beauty, the-Fruit and the Flower 
of. amiable Thihgs, do ſo recommend 
them to the Underſtanding and Will, 
that they powerfully allure and engage 
the AﬀeQions. Now theſe are in God 
in unſpeakable degrees of Eminence. 
The Prophet breaks out in a rapture, 
How great is his Goodneſs, how great s 
his Beauty ! | 
*T was a Precept of the Ceremonial 
Law, that the Firſtlings of the Flock, 
and the firſt and beſt Fruits of the 
Earth ſhould be offer'd to God ; not as 
if the firſt that open'd the Belly was 
more valuable in his Account than the 
laſt, or the moſt early Fruits in the 
Spring more pleaſing ro him than the 
later in the Autuma ; but "twas 1n- 
{tructive, that our Love, the fr # born 
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of the Soul, and the beginning of its 
ſtrength, ſhould be conſecrated to 
God 


2. In Heaven the Saints as perfeQ- 
ly love God as they know him: 
The Love of God is the Eſſential 
CharaQter of a Saint, that diſtinguiſhes 
him from the Unregenerate. Indeed, 
it is ſtrange that God, who is infinitely 
lovely, and infinitely liberal and bent- 
ficent, ſhould not prevail on the Hearts 
of all Men ; but if we conſider the de- 
generacy of Mankind,how their Minds 
are depraved and deceived, and their 
AﬀeQtions are vitiated, the Wonder 
will ceaſe. Carnal Men have not due 
Conceptions of God, and will not at- 
tentively obſerve his amiable PerfeQi- 
ons. St. John tells us, He that loweth 
not, doth not know God. Knowledg is 
the leading Principle in the Operations 
of the Soul. There muſt be a heaven- 
ly Eye to diſcover the heavenly Beauty, 
before there can be love of it. Now 
Men are in ignorant darkneſs, and are 
defiled in Fleſh and Spirit, and there- 
fore cannot love God who is glorious in 
Holineſs. Without reſemblance there 
can be no affeionate Union, which is 
the Eſſence of Love. The — 
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of Diſpoſitions infers a contrarjety of 
Aﬀections, The Scripture "expreſſes 
this in dreadful Colours : The carnal 
Mind us enmity againſt God : the Friend- 
ſhip of the World # enmity with God : 
that is, Pride, and Covetouſhelſs, and 
Seniuality, whichare the Lufſts of the 
Carnal Mind, and are terminated upon 
worldly Things, are inconſiſtent with 
the Love of God. The Juſtice of God 
is ternble to the Conlciences, and his 
Holineſs od:ovs to the AﬀeRtions of 
the Unrenewed; Till by Divine Grace 
the Underſtanding is enlightned and 
purified to have right apprehenſions of 
God; till the Will and AﬀeCtions are 
cleanſed and changed ; till there be a 
' reſemblance of God's holy Nature, 
and a conformity to his holy Laws, 
they are not capable of delighrtul ad- 
hering to him, which is the internal 
eſſential Property of Love. 

But thoſe who are partakers of the 
Divine Nature, the holy and heaver- 
ly taſte, and ſee how good the Lord 
ts, and according to the liluſtra- 
tions of the Mind, ſuch are the Im- 
preſſions upon the Heart ; the Love 
-of God in their Breaſts here- 15 like 
 {moaking Flax, but in Heaven 'ris a 
trite 
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triumphant Flame. God is the firſt 
Fair, the Original of all amiable Ex- 
cellencies, in whom they ſhine in their 
unſtained Luſtre and PerfeQtion ; when 
he fully reveals himſelf, and diſplays 
the richeſt Beams of his Love and Glo- 
ry, how tranſporting and endearing is 
that Sight? Our AfﬀeCtions that are 
now ſcatter'd on many things, where- 
in ſome faint Refleftions of his Good- 
neſs appear, ſhall then be united in one 
full Current to him, who « all in all. 
In Heaven the immenſe Treaſures of 
his Grace are reveal'd: That when 
Man for his rebellious Sin was juſtly 
expelPd from Paradiſe, and under the 
Sentence of Eternal Death, God ſhould 
not only pardon, but prefer us to the: 
dignity of his Children, and prepare 
ſuch a Glory for us, and us for ſuch a 
Glory. This will inſpire the Saints 
with ſuch ardent AﬀeCtions, that will 
make them equal to the Angels, thoſe 
pure and everlaſting Flames of Love to 


In Heaven we ſhall be with Jiſme the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, who us 
ſeated at the right Hand of God. And 
how admirable will he appear to the 
Senſe and Soul of every glorified my 
or 
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for we ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty. 
When our Saviour was upon the Holy 
Mount, and one vaniſhing Beam of 
Glory appear'd in his Transfiguration, 
Peter was 10 tranſported at the ſighr, 
that he _ the World and himſelf: 
How raviſhing then will the ſight of 
him in his Triumphant Majeſty be, 
when we ſhall be transfigur'd our 
ſelves? Now while Believers are in 
the ſhadows of the earthly State, they 
love their unſeen Saviour with ſuch in- 
tenſe degrees of atte&ion, as deface all 
the waſhy Colours, all the vain loves 
of things in this World : but when they 
are admitted into his ſhining Preſence, 
and ſee him in the day of Celeſtial 
Glory ; with what an extaſy of At 
fetion will they be tranſported ? 

We ſhall then feel the endearing Ob- 
ligations our Saviour has laid upon us, 
who ranſom'd us with ſo rich a Price, 
and purchas'd for us ſuch an unvaluable 
Inheritance. For in proportion as we 
ſhall underſtand his Greatneſs in him- 
ſelf, we ſhall his Goodneſs to us. The 
Eternal Son of God deſcended from 
the Heaven of Heavens to our lowly 
Earth; and which is more, from the 
Majeſty wherein he there reign'd, and 
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was Viſible to the Angels, he became 
Man that he might die, to redeem us 
from the moſt wotul Captivity, from 
Death, and the ſting of Death, Sip, 
and the ſtrength of Sin, the Law, and 
obtain a bleſſed Life and Immortality 
for us. O unexampled Love ! Greater 
Love hath no Man than this, to lay down 
his Life for his Friend : And what is 
the Life of a ſinful Man, a vaniſhing 
Vapour, a Life mix'd with Troubles 
and Vexation; and to lay down this 
for a Friend delervedly dear, is the 
higheſt expreſſion of humane Love : 
But for the Son of God to lay down his 
Life, a Life without Sin, and without 
End, for Immortality was a Privilege 
due to his Innocence, and for Enemies, 
for the worſt Enemies, Rebels by re- 
volture from obedience to their Crea- 
tor and King, is a Love truly Divine, 
and infinitely ſurpaſſing, not only the 
AﬀeCtions, but the underſtanding and 
knowledg of all Creatares. Briefly, he 
gave his Life for us, and gives himſelf 
to us, the moſt excellent teſtimonies of 
Love that we can receive from Love it 
ſelf, and we ſhall love him with all the 
ſtrength of our glorified Spirits. 


3. Union 
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3. Union with God by Knowledg 
and Love, accompliſhes the Perfection 
and Happinels of the Saints. The moſt 

raicious effeCt of Sin, is the ſepara- 
tion of the Soul from God : and the 
reſtoral of us to Happineſs, is by re- 
union with him. "This we obtain by 
Chriſt, who is Emanuel in his Na- 
ture, and by Office, whor took our 
Fleſh which he offer'd as a Sacrifice to 
God to atone his Diſpleaſure, and gives 
his Sp:rit to awell in us, as a permanent 
ative Principle, by whoſe ſbecial ope- 
ration Faith 1s produc'd in our Hearts ; 
that is, ſuch a belief of his Love in 
redeeming us, as inſpires us with a fin- 
cere and {uperlative Love to him; and 
by theſe vital Bands we are united to 
him, and as his true Members, live 
the ſame Life with him in Grace and 
Glory. 

Now in Heaven our Union with 
God is more near and noble; more inti- 
mate and influential, moce inſepara- 
ble and eternal. *Tis obſervable in 
natural Cauſalties, that what is of 
a more refin'd and purer Nature, is 
more ative and penetrating, and more 
cloſely unites with other things, than 
what 1s more grols and material. Light, 
R 2 which 
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which is the pureſt Quality in the 
World, aQtuates all Colours, and makes 
them viſible, and aCtuates the Eye, and 
conveys the lively Image of the Obje& 
with ſhining Evidence into it. The 
Sun ſhoots its inviſible Virtue into the 
deepeſt Mines. Fire is more ſubtile 
and pure than Water, and will pierce 
into ſolid Metals, which the Water 
cannot ſoak into. The glowing Iron 
ſeems to be all Fire. Now God 1s the 
pureſt Spirit, and of infinite energy, 
and can unite himſelf to our Spirits, 
more intimately than the cloſeſt Union 
between any Creatures in the World. 
He unites himſelf to the Underſtanding 
by an immediate irradiation, and dil- 
covery of his glorious Excellencies, In 
thy Light, faith the Pſalmiſt, we ſball 
ſee Light. He unites himſelf to the 
Will, by the infuſion of his Love, and 
by that, drawing forth our Love to 


. him. This Union is compleat in Hea- 
'ven, and moſt communicative of the 


Divine Influences to the Saints, and 
conſequently their conformity and frut- 
tion of God, 1s in the higheſt degrees 
that created Spirits are capable of. 
This is the moſt deſireable and perfe&t 
State of reaſonable Creatures ; for God 
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is the ever-flowing Fountain of Felici- 
ty, the only ſtable Center of the Soul, 
wherein it repoſes it ſelf for ever. Ac- 
cordingly the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Return 
ro thy Reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee. 

When the Soul opens its Eyes to the 
clear diſcoveries of the firſt Truth, in 
which is no ſhadow of Error, and its 
Breaſt to the dear and intimate imbra- 
ces of the Supream Good, in which is 
no mixture of Evil, and beyond which 
nothing remains to be known, nothing 
to be enjoy'd, what a Deluge of the 
pureſt and ſweeteſt Pleaſures will over- 
flow it ? We cannot aſcend in our 
Thoughts ſo high, as to conceive the 
exceſs of Joy that attends thoſe Ope- 
rations of the glorified Soul upon its 
proper Object. But ſomething we may 
conjecture. 

Thoſe Who are poſſe(s'd with a no- 
ble Paſſion for Knowledg, how do they 
deſpiſe all lower Pleaſures in compari- 
ſon of it? How do they forget them- 
ſelves, negle& the Body, and retire 
into the Mind, the higheſt part of 
Man, and neareſt to God ? 'The bare 
. mp of ſuch things that by 
their internal Nature have no attra- 
9 Ctive 
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* Ur cum iſtud 
quiequid eſt 
de quo diſpu- 
ratis percepe- 
ro, moriar. 
Val. Mats 


Qive influence upon the AfﬀeQions, is 
pleaſant to the Underſtanding. As the 
appearance of Light, though not at- 
tended with any other viſible Beauties, 
refreſhes the Eye after long darkneſs : 
So the clear "As of Truths, how 
abſtraQt ſo ever, that were before un- 
known, is grateful to the intelleQive 
Faculty. Thus ſome have been ſtrange- 
ly tranſported with the pleaſure of a 
Mathematical Demonſtration, when 
the Evidence, not the Importance, of 
the thing was ſo raviſhing; for what 
is more dry and barren of delight than 
the ſpeculation of Figures and Num- 
bers-?-Solox when near his End, and 
ſome, of his Friends that_viſited him 
weretpeaking-ſoftly of a Point of Phi- 
loſophy, by that ſound of Wiſdom was 
awaken'd from the ſleep of Death that 
was juſt ſeizing on him, and opening 
his Eyes, raiſing his Head to give at- 
tention ; being ask'd the reaſon of it ? 
Anſwered, That when * 1 underſtand 
what you are diſcourſing of, I may die. 
Such was his delight in Knowledg, 
that a little of it made his Agony ins 
ſenſible. | 

But here are many ImperfeQions 
that leſſen this intelleQtual Pleaſure, 
which 
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which ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. Here 
the acquiſition of Knowledg is often 
with the expence of Health: The 
Flower of the Spirits, neceſſary for 
natural Operations, is waſted by in- 
tenſe "Thoughts. How often are the 
Learned ſickly ? As the Flint whea ris 
ſtruck, gives not a ſpark without con- 
fuming it ſelf; So Knowledg is ob- 
taind by Studies that waſte our faint 
ſenſitive Faculties. But then our Know- 
ledg ſhall be a free emanation from the 
{ſpring of Truth, without our labour 
and pains. ;Here we learn by circuit, 
and diſcern by comparing things ; ig- 
norant darkneſs is difpelV'd by a gradu- 
al ſucceſſion of Light : But then per- 
fet Knowledg ſhall be infuſed in a 
moment. Here, after all our labour 
and toyl, how little Knowledg do we 
gain? Every Queſtion is a Labyrinth, 
out of which the nimbleſt and moſt 
ſearching Minds cannot extricate 
themſelves. How many ſpecious Er- 
rors impoſe upon our Underſtandings ? 
We look on things by falle Lights, 
through deceiving SpeQtacles : Bur 
thea our Knowledg ſhall be certain 
and compleat. There is no forbidden 
Tree in the Celeſtial Paradiſe, as no 
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inordinate AﬀeQtion. But ſuppoſe that 
all things in the compaſs of the World 
were known, yet ſtill there would be 
emptineſs and anguiſh in the Mind : 
for the moſt comprehenſive knowledg 
of things that are inſufficient to make 
us happy, cannot afford true SatisfaCti- 
on. But then we ſhall ſee God in all 
his Excellencies, the fupream Obje& 
and End, the only Felicity of the Soul. 
How will the fight of his glorious Per. 
fetions in the firſt moment quench our 
extream Thirſt, and fill us with Joy 
and Admiration ? *Tis not as the naked 
conception of Treaſures, that only 
makes rich in 1dea's, but that Divine 
ſight givesa real intereſt in him. The 
Angels are fo raviſh'd with the Beau- 
ties and Wonders of his Face, that they 
never divert a moment from the con- 
templation of it. 

2, The pure Love of the Saints to 
God is fully ſatisfied in the poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment of him, and conſequent- 
ly the greateſt delight and complacen- 
Cy is ſhed abroad in their Hearts. Love 
conſidered as an Aﬀe&ion of Friend- 
ſbip, is always attended with two De- 
ſires; to be aſſured of Reciprocal Love, 
and to enjoy the Converſation of the 

Perſon 
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Perſon beloved, the teſtimony of his 
Eſteem and Good-will, This kind of 


* Aﬀe&tion ſeems to be inconſiſtent with + 4riforte, 


that infinite diſtance that is between 
God and the Creature. But tho *tis 
diſproportionable to the Divine Maje- 
ſy, *tis proportionable to his Goodneſs. 
Accordingly our Saviour promiſes, He 
that loves me, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love him, and manifeſt 
my ſelf unto him. And to confirm our 
belief of this aſtoniſhing Condeſcenti- 
on, repeats it, If 4 Man love me, my 
Father will lowue him, aud we will come 
to him, and make our abode with him. 
In the preſent ſtate, the ſigns of Gods 
ſpecial Favour are exhibited to his 
Friends. Now he beſtows on them 
the honour of being his Sons, the Gra- 
ces and Comforts of his Spirit, the 
precious Earneſts of his Love, and Seal 
of their Redemption. But in eminency 
of degrees, the Emanations of his 
Love, and the EfteAts of his Benefi- 
cence, are incomparably more glorious 
in Heaven. Here the Saints are adop- 
ted, there crown'd. There he opens 
all the bright Treaſures of his Wil- 
dom , the Riches of his Goodnels, 
the Beauties of his Holineſs, the Glo- 

ries 


314 


Of Heaven. 


ries of his Power, and by the intimate 
application of his Preſence makes his 
Love moſt ſenſible to them. Infinite 
Goodneſs excites and draws forth all 
the Powers of the Soul, and fills the 
utmoſt Capacity and Expanſion of the 
Spirit. From hence perpetual Plea- 
ſure and SatisfaQtion clans. O the 
pure Delights between God and glori- 
fied Souls ! God looks on them with an 
engaged Eye, as his own by many dear 
Titles, ard is raviſh'd with the Reflex 
of his own Excellencies ſhining in 
them. As the Bridegroom rejoices over 
the Bride, ('tis the Language of Di- 
vine Love) ſo their God rejoices over 
them. The Lord thy God in the midi 
of thee is mighty, he will ſave, he will 
rejoice over thee with joy : he will reſt in 
his love ; he will rejoice over thee with 
ſinging. He 1s infinitely delighted in 
the communication of his Goodneſs to 
them. And what a bleſſed Reſt do 
they find in the complear fruition of 
his Goodneſs ? All their Deſires quietly 
expire in his Boſom. What triumphs 
of Joy follow ? Can we frame a fuller 
Conception of Happineſs, than to be 
perfetly loved by the beſt and moſt 
bleſſed Being,and perfeQtly to love , 
an 
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and to partake of thericheſt Emanations 
of his Loving-kindneſs, that #s far more 
valuable and defireable than Life it ſelf ? 
How precious and joyful will the 
Preſence of Chriſt be to the Saints ? 
"Twas his Prayzr on Earth, Father, 
I will that they alſo whom thou haſt 
given me, be with me, where 1 am, 
that they may behold my Glory. When 
the Saints are received into the Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, the firſt Obje&t that 
draws their admiring regards, is 
Chriſt on the Throne. Ineſtimable 
Felicity ! whether we conſider him 
as the Son of God, in whoſe con- 
{picuous Countenance all the Glor 
of his Father ſhines, or as the Savi- 
our of Men, and the Head of the 
Elect, upon a double account : part- 
ly, that he that loved ws, and waſb'd 
us from our Sins in his Blood; after ſuf- 
fering all Indignities and Cruelties for 
our ſake, has received the Reward of 
his meritorious Sufferings, the triumph 
of his Vitory, being glorified with the 
Father with the Glory be had before the 
World was : and partly becauſe every 
Member ſhall be conform'd to him in 
Glory. The ſight of the Face of Mo- 
ſes when radiant, had no transforming 
| Efficacy, 


= 


Ce os 


Of HEAveN. 


—— 


Efficacy, for the Light of it was not 
in him as'its Spring but by derivation, 
But the Son of God is Light efſential- 
ly, and the ſight of his Glory will 
transform us into his Likeneſs. And 
how dear and joyful is the preſence 
of the Saints to Chriſt ? He then 
ſees of the travel of his Soul, the fruit 
of his ſharp Sufferings and bleeding 
Love, and s ſatisfied. How delight- 
ful is it: to him to ſee all his Spiritual 
—_—_ ſafely brought to Heaven, and 
made partakers of his Glory and Joy 
in his everlaſting Kingdom ? For ac- 
cording to the extent of the ObjeQ, 
and dearneſs of the AfﬀeQtion, Joy 
riſes. He will then preſent them to 
his Father with infinite complacency ; 
Behold, here am I, and the Children 
whom thou haſt given me. 

The deareft AﬀeCtions of Chriſt and 
the Saints in Heaven, are mutual and 
reflexive. In the Sacred Song, the 
expreflions of Love, Deſire, and Joy, 
borrowed from the eſpouſals of Solo- 
mon and his beloved Wife, are, as it 
were, CharaQters in the Bark, to be 
underſtood in a ſpiritual Senſe, of the 
Myſtical Marriage of Chriſt and the 
Church. What endearing entercourſe 

is 
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fore me. He repeats the word Mine, 
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is there between the moſt perfet Lo- 
ver and his Spoule inſpir'd with the 
fame pure Flam ? Here amiable Per- 
feftions attraft his Eye and Heart : 
Thou art all fair, my Love, there is no Canx. 1, 
pot, in thee. His propriety in the 
Church is his unvaluable Treaſure : 
My Vineyard which is mine, is ever be- 


in the ſweeteſt and moſt tender man- 

ner. And the Church, with the ſame 
harmonious AﬀeQtions, ſpeaks of 
Chriſt. She contemplates in a ſoft ex- ' 
taly his ever-ſ{atisfying Beauty. My 
Beloved ic the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, neto.1s. 
he is altogether lovely. She breaks forth 

in triumph, My Beloved is mine, and [ Cir. 5. 
am his. By all their expreſſions of joy- 

ful Love and Union, we may aſcend 

in our Thoughts,, what are the Joys of 
Heaven, where the Communion of 

Chriſt and the Church is entire and un- 
interrupted for ever ? If Faith and 

Love of our unſeen Saviour produce & 

Jo unſpeakable and glorious, as if Be- 

ievers were wrap'd up to Paradiſe, _or 
Paradiſe deſcended into them, what 


There is as great a difference in de- 
grees between the Joy that flows from 
the 
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the aſſurance and application of Faith, 
and the Joy from Viſion and full Po. 
ſeffion,as between the impreſſion of Joy 
the Forerunner of Chriſt felt, when he 
ſprang in the Womb at the coming of 
our Saviour; and his raviſhing Joy, 
when he ſaw Chriſt, and pointed him 
out to his Diſciples, Behold the Lamb of 
God, that takes away the Sins of the 
World. 

3. The ſupream Joy of the Saints is 
for the Felicity and Glory of God him. 
ſelf. Foras the holy Soul feels no more 
powerful motive to love God, than be- 
cauſe he is moſt worthy of it, as he is 
God, a Being of infinite Excellencies, 
and therefore to be loved above the 
deareſt Perſons and Things, even it ſelf; 
{o the higheſt Joy it partakes of is from 
this conſideration, that God is infinitely 
blefled and glorious, For in this the 
ſupream delire of Love isaccompliſh'd, 
that the moſt beloved Obje® is perfe- 
ly honour'd and pleaſed. In Heaven 
the Love of the Saints to God is in its 
higheſt PerfeQtion, and they ſee his 
Glory in the moſt perfe&t manner,which 
cauſes a tranſcendent Joy to them. And 
this is one reaſon why the Saints, tho 
ſhining with unequal degrees of Glory, 
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are equally content. For their moſt 

ardent Love being ſet on God, that he 

is pleaſed to glority himſelf by ſuch va- 

rious communications of his Goodneſs, _ 

is full fatisfaCtion to their Deſires. Be- | © mp 

ſides, in thoſe difterent degrees of Glo- ;jju alio mi- 

ry, every one is ſo content with his ms, oy I 

own, * that there is no poſſible deſire of. 1,07 we relic 

being but what he is, amplius. Aug. 
4. In Heaven the innumerable Compa- 

ny of Angels, and the General Aſſembly 

of the Church of the Firſt-born, as they 

receive Happineſs from the ſight of 

God, ſo they communicate the pureſt 

Pleaſure to one another. An unteign- 

ed ardent AﬀeQtion unites that pure 

Society. Our Love is now kindled, 

either from a relation in Nature, or 

a civil Account, or ſome viſible Ex- 

cellencies that render a Perſon wor- 

thy of our Choice and Friendſhip: but 

in Heaven the Reaſons are greater, and 

thedegrees of Love iacomparably more 

fervent. All Carnal Alliances and Re- 

ſpeCts ceaſe in that ſupernatural State. 

The Apoſtle tells us, If I have. known 

Chrift after the Fleſh, 1 know him ſo no 

wore, By the RefurreQionandiAſcen- 

ſion of Chriſt he was tranſported:into 

another World, and had communion 

with 
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with himas an Heavenly King, without 
low regards to the temporal Priviledg 
of converſing with him on Earth. The 
ſpiritual Relation is more near and per- 
manent than the ſtricteſt Band of Na-« 
ture. The Saints have all relation to 
the ſame Heavenly Father, and to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Prince of Peace, and Head 
of that happy Fraternity. The princi- 
pal Motives of Love here are the inhe- 
rent Excellencies of 'a Perſon. Wiſ- 
dom, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity are 
mighty AttraCtives,and produce a more 
worthy AﬀeCtion, a more intimate 
confederacy of Souls, than propinquity 
in Nature,or any carnal reſpe&s. Ver- 
tue is amiable 1m an old Perſon, tho 
wrinkled and deformed : Vice is hate- 
ful in a young Petſon, tho beauriful. 


There are clearer Eyes than thoſe of | 


Fleſh, a purer Light than what is 
ſenſible, a diviner Beauty than what is 
Corporeal, and a nobler Love than 
what is ſenſual. David declares that all 
his delight was in the Excellent. But 
there are allays of this Spiritual Love 
here. For, 

:. Thereare Reliques of Frailty in 
the beſt Men on Earth, ſome Blemiſhes 
that render them leſs amiable when dif- 
covered, 
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coyered, Here their Graces are mix'd 
with Infirmities, and but, aſcending to 
Glory, Accordingly our Love to them 
muſt be regular, and ſerene, not cloud- 
ed with Error, miſtaking DefeQs for 
amiable Qualities. But ia Heaven, the 
_ of God. is compleat; by the union 
of alþrhe glotious Vertues requiſite to | 

its parker. Every Saint there ex- 

aftly agrees with the firſt Exemplar, 

a Divine Beauty ſhines 1n them ever 
durable, a Beauty that darts no conta- 
gjous Fire, that is inviolable and can 

offer no injury, The Apoſtle tells us, 
The Church ſhall be glorious in Holineſs, M 
without ſpot or. wrinkle, or any thing 
that,may caſt an AſpeQ of deformity 
upon it, _.. — 
2. In the preſent ſtate the leaſt part 
of the Saints Worth is viſible. As the 
Earth is fruitful in Plants and Flowers, 
but jts Riches are in Mines of precious 
Metals,and the Veins of Marble hidden , _. 
inits Boſom. True Graceappeafs in {ſen- boni viei how? 
ng fare _ its Glory « W — _ 
The ſincerity of Aims, the purity of ;j_ 77509? 
AﬀeCtions, the impreſſes of che Spirit — a 
on the Heart, the interior Beauties of 3X veuri nu- 
Holineſs, are only ſeen by God, Be- only 
fides, ſuch is the humility of eminent <eaws ? _ 
Y Saints, Srne, 
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Saints, that the more they abound in 
ſpiritual Treaftttes, the leſs they fhow, 
As the heaverity Bodies when id neareſt 
conjunQion with the Sz, and fulleſt 
of Light, make the. leaſt appearance tg 
our ſight, But all theit Excelfencies 
ſhall then, be in view. The Glory of God: 
ſhall be revealed in them. And how at- 
traftive is the Divine Likepef to an 
holy Eye? How will it raviſh the Saints 
to behold an immortal Fovelineſs* 
ſhining in one another ? Their Love is. 
reciprocal, proportionable to the-cauſe 
of it. An equal, conſtant. Flame is 
preſerv'd by pare Materiz[8. ' *Every, 
ONE is perfe&tly amiable, and perfealy 
enamour'd with” all, How p y 1s 
that ſtate of Love ? The” Pratkni 
breaks out. in. a Rapture, Beþo/d how 
good and pleaſant it i for, Brethren to 
awell together in Unity ! Love is the 
Beatty and'Strengrh of Societies, the 
Pleaſure of. Life,” How excellent is 
the Joy wof © the Blefſed, when the 
Prayer of Chriſt thalt be accompliſhed, 
that they all may be one ;_ « thos, 
Father art in-me, and I in thee, thit they 
alſo may be one in. God is ablolately 
One in his glorious Nature and, wall 
and therefore unalcerably Happy ; oo 

ir 
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their inviolable Union in- Love, is a 
Ray of the Eſſential Unity between the - 
Sacred Perfons. [There are no Diviſions 
of Heart avd Tongues, as in this Babe! ; 
but the moſt perſett and ſweeteſt Con- 
cord, an Eternal Agreement in Tem- 
pers and Igclinations: There are ng 
envious Compariſons; for Love that 
affecively transforms one iato another, 
cauſes the Glory of every, Sajait to re- 
dound -to the Joy of all. , Every one 
takes his ſhare in the Felicicy of all, and 
adds to'it, Such is the Power of that 
Celeſtial Fire wherein they all bura, 
that it meltsand mixes Souls in ſuch an 
entire Union, -that by Complacence, 
andanintimare Joy, the Bleſſedneſs of 
all is, as it were, proper to every one ; ' 
gsif every onewere plac'din the Hearts 
of all, and all in the Heart of eyery one; 
If jn the Church of the Firſt-bora Chri- 
{tins inthe carthly Jeruſalem,the Band 
of Charity was ſo tri, that 'tisſaid,the 
Mmwtutude of Believers were of one Heart, 
Ad obe Soul; How much more intimate 
and ipſeparable is the Union of the 
Saints an Jeruſalem above, where eyery 
ane loyes 'atother as himſelf ? *Tis re- 
corded of Alexander, that entring with 
Hepheſtion his Favorite, into the _ 
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Non erriſti 
Marer, nam 
hic Alexander 
eſt. Curt, 6.3. 


lion of the Mother of Darizs, then his 
Priſoner, ſhe bowed to the Favorite, as 
havinga greater appearance of Majeſty, 
thinking him to be Alexander : But ad- 
viſed of her Error, the humbly begg'd 
his Pardon. To whom the generous 
King replied, Tou did not err, Mothir, 
this s alſo Alexander. Such was' their 
AﬀeQtion, that whoever was taken of 
chem, the other was taken in him; the 
leſs aſcending in the greater, without 
degrading the greater in the leſs. This 
is a Copy of the holy Love of the Bleſ- 
ſed ; but with the ſame difference, as 
between the Deſcription of a Star with 


a Coal, and its _ in its proper 
| 


Aſpe&t. And where all is Love, all is 


\ Delight. The A& ir {elf is its own 


Reward. As that benignand pleaſant 
AﬀeCtion is enlarged with reſpeCt to 
the ObjeR, and its degrees, ſuch is the 
complacence and delight that reſults 
from it, In that bleſſed Society there 
is a- conſtant receiving and returning . 
of Love and Joy. And 'that double 
exerciſe of the Saints, in the perfe&t 
circle of Love, is like the pleaſant la- 
bour of the Bees, who all the day are 
flying to the Gardens, and returning to 
their Hives, and all their Art is in 
EX= 
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extratting the pureſt Spirits from fra- 
grant Flowers, and making ſweet Ho- 
ney.  O how do they rejoice and tri- 
umph in the Happineſs of one another ? 
With what an unimaginable tenderneſs 
do-they embrace ? What Reciprocati- 
ons of Endearments are between them ? 
0 their raviſhing Converſation, and 
ſweet Entercourſe ! for their Preſence 
together in Heaven 1s not a ſilent Show. 
In the Transfiguration, Moſes and Elias 
talk'd with Chriſt : We may under- 
ſtand a little of it, by the ſenſible com- 

lacence that '1s among ſincere Friends 
ere. | In pure Amity there is a three- 
fold Union : a Union of Reſemblance, 
that is the principle of it; likeneſs 
cauſes Love: a Union of AﬀeCtion, 
that is its Eſſence ; *tis ſaid of Jona- 
than, that incomparable Friend, hs 
Soul was knit with the Soul of David, 
and he loved him as his own Soul : the 
Union of Converſation, that is requi- 
ſite to the ſatisiation of Love, What 
an entertainment of Love and Joy is 


there-in the preſence and diſcourſes of 


dear Friends! their mutual AſpeQts, 
like a Chain compos'd of Spirits tumi- 
nous and aQtive, draw and faſten their 
Souls to one ariother : The Felicity of 

S 0 Love 
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Love conſiſts .in their- Converſation. 
Now 1in Heaven whatever 1s pleaſant 
in Friendſhip is in Perfection; and 
whatever is diſtaſtful by Mens Folly 
and Weakneſs is aboliſh'd. With what 
excellent Diſcourſes do they entertain 
one another? If David felt ſuch inward 
Pleaſure from the ſenſe of God's Fa- 
vours, that he could not reſtrain the 
exprefſion of it, but invites the Saints, 
Come and hear, all ye that fear the Lord, 
and I will tell you what be has done for 

Soul. Certainly 1a Heaven, the Bleſſed 
with overflowing AﬀeQions recount 
the Divine Benefits: the admirable Me» 
thods, whereby the Life of Grace was 
begun, ' preſerv'd and carried on in the 
midſt of Temptatiaps; the continual 
Succeflion of  Mercies in the--time of 
their Hopes, and the Conſummation of 
allinthe rume of their enjoyment. How 
joyfully.dothey concur intheir Thank(- 
givings to God for the Goodneſs of 
Creatzon : #n making them reaſoroable 
Creatures, capable to know, love and 
enjoy hun, when they might have been 
of rhe taweſt Order in the whole Sphere 
of Beings; fpr his compaſſionate Care 
aud ' Proyidence over, theres. in; this 
World, bur eſpecially fer, his ſovereign 
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and ſingular Mercy in eleRting them to 
be Vellts of We: for hispowerfil 
Grace, in reſcning them from the cruel 
and ignominious Bondape of Sin : for 
his-moſt free Love, thar juſtified them 
from all their Guilt by the Death of his 
only Son, and glorified them with him- 
felf. They are never weary in this de- 
lighrful Exerciſe, but contiaually bleſs 
him for his Mercy that exdures for ever. 
We may judg by the Saints here, when 
they are in a fit diſpoſition to praiſe 
God, what Fervors they feel in their 
united Praiſes of him in Hewven. The 
P/almiſt in an Extaſy calls to all the 
parts of 'the World to join with him ; 
The Lord reigns, let the Heavens rejoice, 
and the Earth be glad ; let the Sea roar, 
let the Fielfls be joyful, and all that dwell 
therein. He deſires that Nature ſhould 
be elevated above ir ſelf, that the dead 
_ be inſpired with Life,theinſenſible 
mortons of Joy arid thoſe that want 
a Voice break forth in Praiſes, to adorn 
the Divine Triumph.” With what Life 
and Alacrity will the 'Saints in their 
blefſed Communion celebrate the Ob- 
jeXt of their Love and Praifes? The 
Seraphims about the Throne cried to one 
anther,” to expreſs their Zeal and Joy, 
Y 4 in 
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in omprt p | his Eternal Purity and 
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Fower, and the Glory of his Goodneſs. 
O the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this 
Concert ! when every Soul is harmoni- 
ous, and contributes his part to the.full 
Muſick of Heaven. O could we hear 
but ſome Eccho of thoſe Songs where. 
with the Heaven of Heavens reſounds, 
ſome remains of thoſe Voices where- 
with the Saints above triumph in the 
Praiſes, in the ſolemn Adoration of 
the King of Spirits,. how would it in- 
flame our Deſires to be join'd with 
them ? Bſeſſed are thoſe that are in thy 
Houſe, they always praiſe thee. 

3- The fulneſs of Joy in Heaven is 
everlaſting, without defeR, and with- 
out end, 

1. *Tis undecaying, theproduftive 
Cauſes are conſervative of it, bein 
always equal. Thoſe are the beatific! 
ObjeQt, and the continual fruition of 
it. Whilſt we are here below, the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, as to,our per- 
ception and ſgnſe, has Aſcenſions and 
Declinations, Acceſſes and ..Receſſes. 
And our Earth 'is not ſo purified, but 
ſome Vapours ariſe that intercept his 
chearful refreſhing Light. From 
hence there are alternate ſpcceſions 
Poe lBers tw tg IPO 
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of Spiritual Comforts and Sorrows, of 
Doubts and filial. Confidence in the 
Saints. *Tis a rare'Favour of Heaven, 
when. an humble Believer in his whole 
courſe is ſo circumſpe&, as not to pro- 
voke. God to appear diſpleaſed againſt 
him : When a Chriſtian (as thoſe tute- 
lar Angels ſpoken of in the Goſpel) al- 
ways beholds, the Face of his Heavenly 
Father, and converſes with him with 
an holy Liberty. And what a torment 
the hiding of God's Face is to a deſerted 
Soul, only they know who feel it. Ex- 
ternal troubles are many times attended 
with more Conſolations to the Spirit, 
than Afiictions to Senſe ; but to love 
God with a tranſcendent AﬀeQion, and 
to fear he is our Enemy, ao Puniſhment 
exceeds, or is equal to it. As his Lo- 
ving-kindneſs in their eſteem is better 
than Life, ſo his Diſpleaſure is worſe 
than Death. How do they wreltle 
with God by Prayers and Tears, and 
offer, as it were, a holy Violence to the 
King of Heaven, to recover their firſt 
ſerenity of Mind, the loſt-Peace-of 
Heart.? How paſhonately do they-cry 
out with Job, inthe. Book of his Pati- 


i. A 


ence, 'O that T were as in months paſt; as Job. 29. 2, 3, 


hs 


in the days when God preſerved me : when + 


of HEAVEN. 


his Candle ſhin'd upon my head, and whey 
by bis Light I walk'd through darkneſs : 
As I was in the days of my youth, when 
the Secret of God was upon my T abernacle. 
And ſometimes God delays the reveal. 
ing himſelf eventohisdeareſt Children; 
not that he does not {ce their Neceſſi. 
ties, and hears their Prayers, . or is 10 
hard that till their Exwemities heis not 
moved with Compaſſion, but for wile 
and holy Reaſons ; Either that they may 
not return to folly, if by any preſumptu- 
ous Sin they forfeited their Peace; or 
if they have been careful to pleaſe him, 
yet he may deprive them of Spiritual 
Comforts for a time,to keep them hum- 
ble, and that with an obedient refigna- 
tion to his Sovereign Pleaſure they may 
wait for his reviving Preſence, And 
then Joy returns greater than before. 
For thus God uſually renders with inte- 
reſt what he ſuſpended only for trial. 
But the Saints above are for ever en* 
lightned with the vital ſplendor, and 
dear regards of his Countenance,always 
oy his. beamy ſmiles. A continual 
effuſion of Glory illuſtrates Heaven and 
all its bleſſed Inhabitanes. © 3:4 

. And their Conternplation of God is 
- axed. It cheObje@, thoughextraor- 
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wy glorious,. were tranſient, or the 
Eye ſo weak. that it could only fe is 
but. by glances, the height-of Joy 
would not be:perpetual. Bur the mind 
is prepar'd: with ſupernatural vigour, 
tolce the brightneſs of God's Face, and 
by the moſt attentive application al- 
waysconverſes with thas bleed ObjeQ; 
{othat the Foy of, Heaven is never in- 
termitted. for a moment, - They al- 
ways ſce, and. love, and rejoice, and 
raiſe him. 

'Tis poſſible a. carnal ſufpicion may 
ariſe ia ſome, as if the uniform, perpe- 
tual riſen the ſame Glory mi tals 
irs- per elightfulneſs. For thoſe 
who ook for happineſs in the vanity'of 
the Creatures, are always deſirous of 
change, and bave their Judgments ſo 
corrupted, .'that, while they languiſh 
with a ſecrex, deſire after an unchange- 
able Good, - yet they conceive no Good. 
as deſireable,, that is not changed. 

'But- to: correct this groſs errour of 
Faney, let; us a little enquire into the 
cauſes of DiſſatisfaRion, that make the 
conſtant fruition.of the-ſame thing hers 
to becedious. | 

- Senſible thingsare of ſuch a limited 
Gqodneſs, thas not any of them can 
1977 © 4008 ſupply 


_ 
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ſypply all our preſent wants, - fo that oy 
neceſſary to leave one for another. And 
the moſt of them are Remedies of our 
diſeaſed Appetites, and if not tempe- 
rately uſed, are deltruQtive Evils. Eat- 
ing and Drinking are to extinguiſh 
Hunger and Thirit, but continued be- 
yond juſt meaſure, become nauſeous, 
Beſides, - the Inſufficiency of their Ob- 
jects, the Senſes thetnfelves cannot be 
ſatisfied all-at once. The Ear cannoc 
attend to dclightful Sounds, and the 
Eye be intent on beautiful Colours at 
the ſame time. The SatisfaQtion of one 
Senſe defeats another of 'enjoying ' its 
proper- govod ; therefore the ſame Ob. 
je& is not conſtantly pleaſant, but the 
Heart is diftemper'd fromas many Cau- 
ſes, as there are deſires unaccompli{ld. 
Add farther, all things under the Sun 
affard only a ſuperficial delight, aid 
miſerably deceive the ExpeQtations rai- 
ſed of them : and many times there iS a 
mixture of {ome evil in them, that is 
more offenſive,than the good is delight- 
ful. The Honey is attended with-a 
Sting, ſo that often thoſe very things 


weigh after through vehement defire, 


when they are obtain'd, we figh for 
grief. Now all theſe Cauſes of diffatis- 
faction 


p 
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fation ceaſe in Heaven ; * for there is * Vicz nos rz- 
an infinite variety in God, and what-) mor mort, 
ever is truly deſirable is eminently en-' narar omne 
joyed in him. And in his Preſence (2n\lum, nec 
ul the Powers of the Soul are drawn ulla fzlicicas 
out in their moſt pleafant (exerciſe, pxſt. Cauia 
. . . -auce eſt, quod 

and always enjoy their' entire hap- ,n perycni- 
pineſs.. The fruition of him exceeds mus ad illud 
our moſt raiſed hopes, a$ much as he is 2m in- 
more glorious in Himſelf than in any cuperabile, ubi 
borrowed Repreſentations. - God will neceſle eſt, | 
be to us incomparably above what we can ID —_ 
ask or think. The compaſs -of our fira, quia ul- 
thoughts, the depth of our-defires are 77 fmmam 
imperfect meaſures of his PerfeQtions. gm. Ep.74. 
And as he isa Pure Good in Himſelf, fo 
he is prevalent over all Evil. | *Tis evi- 
dent therefore that nothing can allay 
the Joys of Saints when they are in 
God's preſence. | 

2, Novelty is not requiſite to 1ngra- 
tiate every Good, and make it perfectly  _ 
delightful. + God is infinitely happy,to PAs, 
whom no Good was ever new. *Tis «nt aests 
indeed the Sauce that gives a delicious 9951 +221.9, 
taſte to inferior things. For Men re- ,, 2.55," 
liſh-only what iseminent ; and the good aige vis. 
things of this World are fo truly mean, Arif. 
that they are feign to borrow a ſhew | * 
of Greatneſs by compariſon with a worſe 


eſtate 


mm 
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- conſtant joyful heig 


eſtate preceding. Bur an infinite Gang 


produces always the ſame pure equal, 


compleat -Joy, becaule it ariſes from ts 
1natrinſick perfection,that waats no Foil; 


to commend it. The Pſalmift breaks 


: forth, Hhow bave 1 in Heaven but Thee? 


This is ns ng Rapture, but a 

ight of AﬀeCtion; 
God, the;:.elential Happineſs of the 
Saints, is always perfettly.lovely and 


= delightful to them, 


3 Theglorified Saints-in-every Pe- 
riod of their happy Rate, haveas lively 


*- a perception of 1t as in — 


To make this evident, we muſt 
der that the pleaſure of Novelty ſprings 
from a quick {coſe of the oppoliteterims, 
between our condition' in; the want of 
ſome defired Good, and 'after our ob+ 
taining it. Now the Mind is more 0+ 
tenſe on- tlie advantage; .and more 
frrongly, affgRed at firſt. ' »Oge com 
freed from 'the torments of a ſharp dit- 
caſe, feels a greater pleaſure than from 
a:conſtant tenour of health. Thoſe 
who are rais'd from a low ſtate to a 4 
nent Dignity, are tranſported 
their "yo ky but in tract of time 
che remembrance of their mean condt- 
tion is ſo weakned and ſpent, ___ 
e 
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like the ſhadow of, a Dream, and pro- 
portionably their Joy is leſſened. Ho- 
nours like Perfumes, by cuſtom are leſs 
ſenſible to thoſe that carry them. But 
the Saints above always conſider and 
feel. the excellent. difterence between 
their ſaffering and triumphant ſtare. 
They-never loſe that raviſhing part of 
flicity, - the vivid ſenſe of paſt evils. 
Their refleQions arealways asftrongon 
the Miſery. from whence they were 
rais'd to the pitch of Happineſs, as in 
theig firſt glorious Tran 
what an Extaſy of wonder and pleaſure 
will they be, from the freſh memory of 
what they were, and the joyful ſenſe 
of what hoy are? I we (lays the ad- 
mitirig Soul) poor, blind, and naked ;, 
but O miraculous and: happy Altera- 
tion ! Tam full of Light, enrich'd with 
the Treaſtires of -Heaven, adorn'd with 
Divine Glory. I was under the tyran- 
nous power of. Satan, but he is bruiſed 
under my, feet. I was ſentenc'd to an 
eyer{ og ſeparation from the Preſence 
, . my.only Lite and. Joy ; but 
now ain poſſcſt of my ſupream Good. 
O how tranſporting. is the compariſon 
of theſe wide and contrary extreams.? 
How beautiful and. pleaſant is the Day 


of 
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of Eternity, after ſich a dark tempe- 
ſtuous Night ? How does the remem- 
brance bf ſuch Evils produce a more 
lively and feeling fruition of ſuch Hap» 
pineſs? How ſtrangely and mightily 
does Salvation with Eternal Glory affett 
the Soul ?. This gives a fpritely accent 
to their everlaſting Hallelujebs. This 
preſerves an affeQionare Heat jn their 
'Chankſgivings to their Vitorious.De- 
liverer. And thus their Happineſs is 
always: the fame,. and always. new, 
Their Pleaſure js continued in its Per- 
fetion, | | 
The.number of Poffeſſors cannot leſ- 
ſen their Felicity. The Divine Pre- 
ſence is an unwaſted Spring of Plea- 
ſure, equally full and open to all, and 
abundanaly ſufficient to fatisfy the.im- 
menſity of their Deſires. Envy reigns 
in this World, becauſe earthly. things 
are ſo imperfeQ in their Nature, and 

ſo peculiar in tlieir Poſſeſſion, that the 
cannot ſuffice, not'be enjoyed by all 
But in Heaveri none is touch'd' with 
that baſe low Paſſion : for God con- 
cains all that is precious and defirable 
in the higheſt degrees of PerfeQion, 
and all partake of his Univerſal Good- 
neſs without intercepting one another. 
. In 


—— 
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In the Kingdom of Heaven there is no 
cauſe for the Elder Brother to repine 
at the Father's Bounty ro the Younger, 
nor for the Younger to ſupplant che 
Elder to obtain the Birth-right. The 
Heirs of God are all rais'd to Sovereign 
Glory, and every one enjoys him as en- 
tirely and fully as if ſolely his Felicity. 
God is a Good as indivi{ible as infinite, 
and not diminiſhed by the moſt 1:- 
beral communications of Himl-lr. 
We may illuftrate this, by comparing 
the Price of our Redemption, and the 
Reward. The Death of Chriſt is a 
univerſal Benefit to all the Saints, yer 
'*tis ſo applied to every Believer for his 
| rfect Redemption, as if our Saviour ,,, A 
in all his Agonies and Sufferings had no gedir univer- 
other in his Eye and Heart, as if a{l is, & coun 
his Prayers, his Tears, his blood were yo2,u _ 
offer'd up to his Father only for rhat quid pattione 
Perſon. The common reſpet of it '** Silvator 
the Apoſtle declares in thoſe admirable ge oh 
words, that fignify ſuch an exceſs of ben: univeri, 


2 ) * lic impuli ; nj. 
God's Love to us, He that ſpared not 1,5, wy 


his own Son, but deliver d him up for hoc plus fin- 
tu all, how ſhall he not with him alſo "quam uni- 


; - vert}, | ro. 
freely give us all things ? But to imagin wn ig 
that the * propriety of every Believer runc ting; 
qQuanrum vn, 
vert}, Saltian, 


is thereby prejudiced, is not only falſe, 
—_ bu 
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but extreamly injurious to the Me- 
rit and Dignity, and to the infinite 
Love of Chriſt. Therefore the ſame 


Apoſtle tells us, The Life which 1 now | 


live in the Fleſþ, I live by the Faith of the 
Son of God; who loved me, aud gave bim- 
ſelf for me : as if he were the ſole Ob. 
je of Chriſt's Love, the End and Re. 
ward of his Sufferings. And this appro- 
priating of it to himſelf,is no prejudice 
ro the Rights of all others. St. John de- 
{cribes himſelf by that truly glorious 
Title, The _—_ whom Jeſus loved. 
Could he ſpea 

the injury and indignation of the other 


Diſciples ? Certainly he might. For if F 


we conſider that incomprehenſible Love 
of Chriſt, expreſt tothem all at his laſt 
Supper, after Judas was gone forth; 


As the Father hath loved me, ſo I have 


loved you; we may ealily underſtand, 


that every one of them might juſtly be- | 


lieve that he was ſingularly beloved of 
Chriſt, They were all received in the 
Heart, though (with John) they did 
not all lean on the Breaſt of their Di- 
vine Maſter. Thus in Heaven God is 
the univerſal Treaſure of all the Saints, 
and the peculiar Portion of every one, 
not engroſs'd by poſſeſiing, nor waſted 


by 


this of himſelf without | 


"_ 
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by enjoying. * As by his Eſſence he * 5 audiar 
equally fills the wholo World, and e- joe 
very port of it ; and by his Providence parciculatim 
equally regardsall and every particular CO 
Creature; ſo in Heaven he diſpenſes civos: fed om- 
the Riches of his Love to all, chat they ne quod nar 
cannot deſire more, if every one of © Cann £0: 
them were the ſole Heir of all the Me- gulis rorum. 
rits of his $on, and enjoyed him alone 42% Ep- 
for ever. ad Yoluſan. 

2. The Bleſſedneſs of the Sajats, as 
"tis without diminution, {0 *ris with- 
out end : "ris compleat and continual 
for ever. This makes Heaven to be 
Heaven ; the Security is as valuable as 
the Felicity. There 1s no fariety of 
the preſent, no ſolicitude for che future. 
Were there a poſlibiliry, or the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of ung that happy State, ir 
would caſt an aſperſion of bitcerne(3 
upon all their Delights ; it would di- 
ſturb their peaceful Fruition, and joy- 
ful Tranquillicy : as Hop? in Milery 
allays Sorrow, ſo Fear in Happinels 
daſhes Joy : and the more excellens 
the Happineſs 1s, the more ſtinging 
would be the tear of loſing ic. But rhe 
Inheritance reſerved in Heaven, is jn« 
mortal, undefiled, and fades not away. 
And the Tenure of their Poſſeſhon is 

Z 2 inte 
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infinitely firm, by the Promiſe of God, 
who is truly immutable,and immutably 
true, and by the Divine Power, the 
ſupport of their everlaſting Duration. 
Our Saviour aſſures his Dilciples, Be- 
cauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo : and he 
lives for evermore. This bleſſed Privi- 
ledg the Saints have by Jeſus Chriſt, 
( who obtain'd eternal Redemprion for 
them) above the Grace given to An- 
gels and Men in the firft Creation. 
The Angels were upon trial of their 
Obedience, not in a determin'd State 
of Felicity. The firſt declination of 
Love and SubjeQtion, was fatal to them. 
Woful Change ! how unlike to them- 
ſelves in their Original Purity and Glo- 
ry! an unparalleld Example of the 
Frailty of the Creature, and the Di- 


. vine Severity, Man did ſtand in Pa- 


radiſe for a little while, and had a rui- 
nous Fall with all his Progeny. But 
the glorified Saints ſit with Chriſt in 
Heavenly Places, and enjoy an un- 
changeable Happineſs, as permanent as 
the everlaſting Author of it, and the 
everlaſting Soul the Subjett of it. With 
God t the Fountain of Life. Who can 
p'ugk them out of the Hands and Bo- 
{mot a Gracious God ? He will ne- 
ver 


by 
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ver withdraw his Love, and they ſhall 
never forfeit it : for Sin is from the 


| perverſneſs of the Will and the difor- 


der of the AﬀeCtions, join'd with ſome 
Error of the Mind. But inthe Lighr 
of Glory, and full enjoyment of God, 
the Underſtanding, is ſo perfettly illu- 
minated, the Will and AﬀeQtions 1o 
exceedingly fatish'd, that "cis impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould apprehend erroneoully, 
or deſire irregularly. God is Love, and 
will kindle in the Saintsa pureAteQtion 
that Eternity ſhall not leſſen. In the 
preſent ſtate,our Love is imperfeCt; and 
as Fire out of its Sphere dies away by 
our neglect to feed it by proper Matc- 
rials, enamouring Conſiderations of 
God. But in Heaven the uncreated 
Sun attraQts every Eye with the Light 
of his Beauty, and inflames every 
Heart with the heat of his Love. 
The glorious Preſence of God 1s in 
different reſpets the Cauſe and Effet 
of our Love to him, for the ſight of 
God is the moſt powerful Attractive to 
love him, and Love fixes the Mind up- 
on him. And the perſevering Love of 
God aſſures the conſtant fruition of 
him: for by Love the ſupreme Good 
is poſleſs'd and enjoyed. The Apoſtle 

L } tells 
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tells us, Charity never fails, and there- 
fore the Happineſs of Heaven never 
fails. They enjoy a better Immorta- 
lity, than the Tree of Life could have 
preſerved in Adam. The Revolutions 
of the Heavens, and Ages, are under 
their Feet, and cannot in the leaſt alter 
or determine their Happineſs. After 
the paſſing of Millions of Years, fill 
an entire Eternity remainsof their en- 
joying God. O molt delireable State ! 
where Blefſedneſs and Eternity are in- 
ſeparably united. O joytul Harmony ! 
when the full Chorus of Heaven ſhall 
ſing, This God is our God for ever and 
ever. This adds an infinite weight to 
their Glory. This redoubles their 
Joys with infinite {weetneſs and ſecu- 
rity : for the dire pleaſure of enjoy- 
ing God, is attended with the pleaſant 
reflection it ſhall continue for ever. 
They repole themlelves in the compleat 
fruition of their Happineſs. God 
reigns in the Saints, and they live in 
him for ever. Eternity crowns and 
conſummares their Felicity. 


The 
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The Application. 


From what has been dilcourſed we 
ſhould, 

1. Conſider the woful Folly of Men 
in refuſing ſuch an Happineſs, that by 
the admirable Favour of God is offer'd 
to their choice, Can there be an Ex- 
pettation, or Deſire, or Capacity in 
Man of enjoying an Happineſs beyond 
what is Infinite and Eternal ? © blind 
and wretched World ! 1o careleſs of e- 
verlaſting Felicity. Who can behold, 
without compaſſion and indignation, 
Men vainly ſeeking for Happineſs 
where *cis not to be tound, and after 
innumerable diſappointments flying at 
an Impoſſibility, and negleU& their So- 
vereign and final Bleſſedneſs? An Error 
in the firſt enquiry might have ſome 
colour of an Excuſe, but having been 
ſo often deceived with painted Grapes 
for the Fruits of Paradiſe, that Mien 
ſhould ſtill ſcek for ſubſtantial Blefſed- 
neſs to fill the Soul, in vain ſhows that 
can only feed the Eye, is beyond all 
degrees of Folly. Aſtoniſhing mad- 
neſs! that God and Heaven ſhould be 
deſpiſed in compariſon of painted Tri- 
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fles. This adds the greateſt contumely to 

their Impiety. What powerful Charm } 
obſtruds their true judging of things ? 
What Spirit of Errour poſſeſſes them ? F 
Alas, Eternal things are anſeen ! not of Þ 
conſpicuous moment, and therefore in | 


the carnal Bailance are eſteemed light, 
acainſt temporal things preſent to the 


Senſe. It does not appear what we ſhall | 


be : The Vail of the vilible Heavens co- 
vers the Sanctuary, where JESUS our 
High-Prieſt is eatred, and ſtops the 
enquiring Eye. 

But have wenotaſluranceby the moſt 
infallible Principles of Faith,thatthe Son 
of God came down from Heaven to live 
with us, and die for us, and that he roſe 
again to confirm our Belief in his excee- 
ding great and precious Promiſes con- 
cerning this Happineſs in the Future 
State? And do not the moſt evident 
Principles of Reaſon and univerſal Ex- 
perience proye, [that this World can- 
not afford true Happineſs to us? How 
wretchedly do we forfeit the Preroga- 
tive of the rea{onable Nature, by neg- 
letting our laſt and bleſſed End? If 
the Mind be darkned, that it does not 
fee the amiable Excellencies of God, 
and the Will be depraved that it does 

| | nor 
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not feel their raviſhing Power ; the 
Man ceaſes to be a Man, and becomes 
like the Beaſts that periſh. As a blind 
Eye is no longer an Eye, being abſo- 
lutely uſeleſs ro that end for which it 
was made. And though in this preſent 
ſtate Men are ſtupid and unconcern'd, 
yet hereafter their Miſcry will awaken 
them, todiſcover what is that Supream 
Good wherein their Perfection and Fe- 
licity conſiſts. When their Folly ſhall 
be expoſed before God, Angels, and 
Saints, in what extream confuſion 
will they appear before that glorious 
and immenſe Theatre ? Our Saviour 
told the unbelieving Jews, There ſhall 
be weeping, and gnaſhing of Teeth, when 
Je ſhall z Abraham, and Iſaac, and Ja- 


cob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdom 


of God, and you your ſelves turn'd out. 
They ſhall be tortur'd with the deſire 
of Happineſs without poſſible Satisfa- 
Ction. "Tis moſt juſt that thoſe whoerr 
without excuſe, ſhould repent with- 
out remedy. | 

2, Let us be ſeriouſly excited to ap- 
ply our ſelves with inflamed deſires and 
our utmoſt diligence to obtain this un- 
changeable Happineſs ? In order 'to 
this we ſhall conſider the caukes of it, 


and 
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and the means whereby 'tis obtain'd. 


The Original moving Cauſe is the Þ 
pure rich Mercy of God that prepared | 
it for his People, and peagnens them for Þ 
it. The procuring Cauſe is the merito- Þ 
rious efficacy of Chriſt's Obedience and F 
Sufferings, This is expreſly declared 
by the Apoſtle ; The wages of Sin is | 


Death, but the gift of God is eternal Life 
— Teſws Chriſt our Lord. 

T. 
and aCtual beltowing of the Heavenly 
Glory 15 from the Mercy of God. This 
will appear by conſidering, 

x. That it is abſolutely impoſſible 
that a meer Creature, though perfeCt, 
ſhould deſerve any thing from God. 
For enjoying its being and powers of 
working from his Goodneſs, the pro- 
duQt of all is entirely due to him. And 
the payment of a Debt acquires no Ti- 
tle toa Reward. He is the Proprietary 
and Lord of all by Creation. Hence 
*ris clear that inthe order of diſtributive 
cg nothing can be challenged from 

im. 

2. Belides, ſuch is the infinite Perfe- 
Qtion of God in Himſelf, that no benefit 
can redound to him by the Service of 
the Creature. Whemn you have done all, 


he deligning, the preparation, ; 


ſay 
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ſay you are unprofitable Servants, for we 


have done but what we ought to do. The 


negle& of our duty juſtly expoſes to 


puniſhment, but the performance of it 


# deſerves no Reward, becauſe no adyan- 
* tage accrues to God by it. Who hath 
' firſt given unto him, and it ſhall be recom- 
| penſed to him again ? He challenges all 
{ Creatures even of the higheſt order. 
* To ſpeak ſtrifly therefore, When God 


crowns the Angels with Glory, he 
gives what is meerly his own, and does 
not render what is theirs. If he ſhould 
leave them in their pure Nature, or de- 
prive them of their Being, he were no 
loſer, nor-injurious to them. For what 
Law binds him to enrich them with 
Immortal Glory, whoare no ways pro- 
fitable to him, or to preſerve that bein 
they had from his unexcited Goodneſs. 
No Creature can give to him, therefore 
none can receive from him by way of 
valuable Confideration, 

3. There is no proportion between 
the beſt Works of Men, and the excel- 
lency of the Reward, much leſs an equi- 
valence. *Twas the -juſt and humble 
acknowledgment of Jacob to God, T am 
leſs than the leaſt of all thy Mercies, thoſe 
that common Providence diſpenles = 
cne 
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the ſupport and refreſhment of this þ 
temporal Life. But how much leſs than Þ 
the glorious Excellencies of the ſuper. Þ 
natural Divine Life, wherein the Saints Þ 
reign with God for ever? The moſt F 
coſtly, the moſt difficult and hazardous Þ 
Services,” are equally nothing in point 


of Merit, with the giving but a Cap of 


cold Water to a Diſciple of Chriſt, there | 


being no correſpondence in value be- 


tween them and the Kingdom of Hea« F 


ven. The Apoſtle tells us, I count the 


Sufferiugs of the preſent Life are not tobe 


compar'd to the Glory that ſhall be revealed } 


imwu. And ſuffering is more than do- Þ 
ing. God rewards his faithful Servants F 


nor according to the dignity of their 
- Works, but his own Liberality and 
Magnificence. As Alexander having 
ordered fifry Talents of Gold to be gi- 
ven to a Gentleman in Poverty to ſup- 
ply his want, and heſurpris'd with that 
immenſe Bounty, modeſtly ſaid, ten 
were enough ; He replied, If fifty are too 
much for you to receive, ten are too little 
for me to give; therefore do you receive as 
Poor, I will give as a Kjng. "Thus God 
in the diſpenſing his Favours does not 
reſpe& the meanneſs of our Perſons or 


Services, but gives tous as a God, And 
the 
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the cleareſt Notion of the Deiry 15 that 


! heis a Being infinite in all Perte&tions, 
{ therefore all-ſufficienrtand molt willing 
| to make his Creatures compleatly hap- 


! PY 


never ſinn'd is uncapable to merit any 

' thing from God, much leſs can thoſe 

* who are born 1n a ſinful State, and 

| guilty of innumerable aual Tranſgreſ- 
i0 


4. If a Creature perfe&ly Holy that 


ns, pretend to deſerve any Reward 
for their Works. This were preſump- 


' tioninſpir'd by prodigious Vanity, For, 


1. By his moſt free Grace they are 


4 aftred in converſion to that Spiritual 


' Power by which they ſervehim. The 


Chaos was not a deader Lump before 
the Spirit of God moved on the Face 
of the Waters, than the beſt of Men 
were before. the vital influences of the 
Spirit wrought upon them. And for 
this they are ſo deeply obliged to God, 
that if a thouſand times more for his 
Glory were perform'd, yet they cannot 
diſcharge what they owe. 

2. The continuance and increaſe of 
the powerful ſupplies of Grace to the 
Saints, whoeven fincetheir holy calling 
by many laſpes have juſtly deſerved that 
God ſhould withdraw his grieved Sp 


rit, 
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rit, are new Obligations to Thankful. F 
neſs: and the more Grace, the leſs 
Merit. 
3. The beſt Works of Men are im- F 
perfe&, allayed with the mixtures of | 
Infirmities, and not of full weight in F 
the Divine Ballance, If God ſhould F 
ſtrictly examin our Righteoulneſs,twill 
be found neither pure nor perfect in his 
Eyes, and without Favour and Indul- 
gence would be rejected. And that | 
which wants Pardon, cannot deſerve 
Praiſe and Glory. He ſhews Mercy to 
thouſands that love him,and keep his Com- 
mandments. It Obedience were meri- F 
torious, it were {triCt juſtice to reward 
them. The Apoſtle prays for Oneſipho- 
7s, who had expoſed himſelf to great 
danger for his love to the Goſpel, The 
Lord grant he may find Mercy in that day. 
The Divine Mercy gives the Crown of 
Life to the Faithful 1n the day of eter- 
nal Recompences. 

II. The meritorious Cauſe of our 
obtaining Heaven, 1s the Obedience of 
Jeſus Chriſt comprehending all that he 
did and ſuffered to reconcile God to us, 
From him as the eternal Word we have 
all benefits in the order of Nature, for 
all things were made by him, and for him, 
as 
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as the incarnate Word, all good things 
in the order of Grace. What weenjoy 
in Time, and expett in Eternity, is by 
him, Toſhew what influence his Me- 
diation has to make us happy, we muſt 
conſider ; 

1. Man by his Rebellion juſtly for- 
feited his Rappineſs, and the Law ex- 
acts preciſely the Forfeiture, Pure Ju- 
ſtice requires the Crime ſhould be pu- 
niſh'd according to its Quality, much 
leſs will it ſuffer the guilty to enjoy the 
favour of God. For Sin is not to be 
conſidered as an Offence and Injury to 
a private Perſon, bur the violation of a 
Law, and a diſturbance in the order of 
Government, {ſo that to preſerve the 
honour of governing Juſtice, an equi- 
valent reparatiog was appointed, "Till 
Sin was expiated by a proper Sacrifice, 
the Divine Goodneſs was a ſealed 
Spring, andits bleſled cftets reſtrain'd 
from the guilty Creature. Now the 
Son of God in our aſſumed Nature of- 
fered up himſelf a Sacrifice in our ſtead, 
to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and removed 
the Bar, that Mercy might be glorified 
in our Salvation. The Apoſtle gives 


this account of it; We have boldneſs fo Heb. to. 19, 
enter into the Holieſt, by the Blood of **: 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, by a new and living way which he 
hath > induc for us through the Vail, 
that is to ſay, his Fleſh. 

2. Such were the moſt precious Me- 
rits of his Obedience, that it was not 
only ſufficient to free the guilty con- 


taminated Race of Mankind from Hell, | 


but to purchaſe for them the Kingdom 
of Heaven. If we conſider his Humane 
Nature, all Graces were born with him, 
as Rays with the Sun,and ſhin'd in the 


whole courſe of his Life in the excel- | 


lence of Perfection. And the dignity of 
his Divine Perſon derived an immenſe 
Value to all he perform'd as Mediator. 
One AG of his Obedience was more ho- 
nourable to God than all the Lives of 
the Saints, the Deaths of the Martyrs, 
and the Service of the Angels. God 
was more pleaſed in the Obedience of 
his Beloved Son, than he was provok'd 
by the rebellion of his Servants. There- 
fore,asthe juſt Recompence of it,hecon- 
ſtituted him to be Univerſal Head of the 
Church, ſupream Judg of the World ; 
inveſted him with Divine Glory, and 
with Power to communicate it to his 
faithfuf Servants. He is the Prince of 
Life. In ſhort, it is as much upon the 
account of Chriſt's Sufferings that we 
are 
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are glorified, as that we are forgiven: 

| The Wounds he received in his Body, 

the CharaQers of Ignominy, and Foot- 

| feps of' Death, are the Fountains of our 

| Glory. His Abaſement is the cauſe of 
our Exaltation. 

* : If it be faid, This ſeems to leſſen the 


 Þ freeneſs of this Gift. The anſwer is 


clear ; 


 , This was due to Chriſt, but unde- 
| ſerved by us. Beſides, the appointing 

| | his Son to be our Mediator in the way 

* | of our Ranſom, was the moſt glorious 

Work of his Goodnels. 

2. The Means of ourobtaining Hea- 
ven are to be conſidered. Though the 
Divine Goodnels be free in its As, and 
there can be nothing in the Creature of 
Merit, or Inducement to prevail upon 
God in thenature of a Cauſe, yet he re- 
=__ ualifications in all thoſe who 

ll enjoy that bleſſed unchangeable 
Kingdom. 'The Apoſtle exprelly de- 
clares, *T's not of hin that wills, nor of gg, ,. 
him that runs, but of God that ſheweth 
Mercy. But we mutt diſtinguiſh the 
Effefts of this Mercy, which are diſpen- 
ſed in that order the Goſpel lays down. 
The firſt Mercy is the powerful calling 
the Sinner from his corrupt and wretch- 
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ed State ; a ſecond Mercy is the pardon. | 
ing hisSins; the laſt and moſt eminent is F 
the glorifyiog him in Heaven. Now 'tis|þ 


clear thar in this place, the ſbewing gf 


Mercy, fignifies the preventing Gragþ 
of God in Converſion ; for in the 184 F 
Verſe, *tis faid, God ſhews Merey toÞ 
whom he will, and whom he will he ba. 
dens. Where 'ris evident that ſhewiny 
Mercy 'is oppos'd not to condemning, 
bur to hardning ; and conſequently -the} 
intent of the words is this, That Di 
vine Grace overcomes-the Rebelliow| 
Will, ſoftens the ſtiff and fiubbomÞF 
-Heart, and makes it pliant to Obedi-F 


ence, This flows from his pure good 
Will and Pleaſure, without the leaf 
Motive from the Inclinations or Endes- 
vours of finful Men. ; 'But the other 
Effets of God's Mercy require Condi- 
tions 1n the SubjeQts that receive them: 
for he pardons only penitent Believers, 
and glorifies none _ but perſevering 
Saints. 

To make thisclear, 'tis worthy of Ohb- 


:ſervation, The Goſpel has ſeveral De- 
-nominations. *Tis called z Law, 4Co | 
 venant, and a Teſtament. *Tis called the | 


Law of Faith, and the Law of the Spith- 


-tual Life. As a Law, itfgnifies a new 


Right 
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Right that God has moſt freely eſta- 
bliſh'd in favour of loft Man, that com- 
mands certain Duties, and ſets before 
them Eternal Lite as the Reward of O- 
bedience, and Eternal Death the Pu- 
niſhment of Diſobedience.. According 
to. this the trial and,decifion of Mens 
everlaſting States ſhall be, which is the 
CharaCter of a true Law. This Law of 
Grace 1s very different from the Law 
of Nature, that requir'd intire Inno- 
cence, and for the leaſt omiſſion, or ac- 
cuſing ACt, paſt an irrevocable Doom 
upon the Offenders ; for that ſtritneſs 
and ſeverity is mollified by the Goſpel, 


which accepts of fincere perſevering 


Obedience tho imperfect ; accordingly 
*tis called the Law of Liberty. Bur the 
Law of Faith is unalterable, and admits 
of no Diſpenſation from the Duties re- 
quired in order to our being everlaſ(t- 
ingly happy. 

2, The Goſpel 1s ſtiled 2 Covezant, 
and that imports a reciprocal Engage- 
ment between Parties tor the perto:- 
mance of the Matter contained in it. 
The Covenant of Grace includes the 


- Promiſe of pardoning and rewarding 


Mercy on God's part, and the Conditi- 
ons on Man's, with reſpe& to which 'cis 
Aa 2 $0 
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to be perform'd. There is an inviola- 
ble dependence between them. He will 
be our God, to make us happy, but we | 
muſt behis People to yield unreſerved Obe- F 
dience to him. He will be our Father, Þ 
and we ſhall be his Sons and Daughters ; 
bur *rtis upon the terms of purifying our | 
ſelves from all pollutions of Fleſh and Spi- | 
rit, and unfeigned endeavours to perfett 
Holineſs in his fear. "Tis aſtoniſhing 
Goodneſs that he is pleaſed to conde- 
ſcend toſucha Treaty with fallen Crea- F 
tures: by a voluntary Promiſe he en- 
courages them, but tho moſt free in 
making,'tis conditional in the perform- Þ| 
ance. The conitancy of his Holy Na- 
ture obliges him to fulfil his Word, but | 
"ris if we do not fail on our part by 
careleſsneſs of our Duty. A Preſumer 
may ſeal Aſſurance to himſelf, and be 
deceived in this great Matter, but God 
will not be mocked. If we prove falſe in 
the Covenant, he will be faithful, and 
exclude thoſe from Heaven that were 
negledful of the Conditions to which | 
it is promiſed. 

f The Goſpel is ſtiked, 4 Teſtament 
ſealed in the Blood of Chriſt, confirm'd 
by his Death. The Donation of eternal 
Bleflings in it 1s not abſolute and irre- 
ſpective, 
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ſpective, but the Heirs are admitted to 
the poſſeſſion of the Inheritance accor- 
ding tothe Will of the rich liberal and 
wiſe Teſtator. There can be no regu- 
lar Title or Claim made out without 
performing what is required. And this 
is the Will of God and Chrift our Santis 
fication, without which we cannot en- 
Joy It. 

Now from hence we may ſee the 
admirable Agreement between theſe 
two Notions, that Heaven 1s a Gitr, 
and a Reward. *'Tis a Reward in 
the order of giving it, not due to the 
Work, but from the Bounty of the 
Giver. God gives Heaven to thoſe 
that faithfully ſerve him. But their 
Service was due to God, of no worth 
in reſpe&t of Heaven ; ſo that Man's 
Work 1s no Merit, and God's Reward 
is a Gift. Our everlaſtiog Glory 
muſt be aſcribed to his moſt free 
Grace, as much as the pardon of our 
SINS. 


I ſhall now proceed to conſider, 
what the Goſpel declares to be indi- 
ſpenſably requiſite in order to our ob- 
taining of Heaven : this is compriz'd 
in the holy Change of Man's Nature, 
Aa 3 which 
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which I will briefly unfold, and ſhew 
how neceſſary it 1s to qualify us for 
Celeſtial Glory. 


1. Thisholy Change is expreſs'd in 


Scripture by the new Birth. Our Sa- 


viour,with a ſolemn repeated Aﬀevera- | 


tion, tells Nzcodemws ; Verilyverily, ex- 
cept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the Kjnzdom of God. Sin is natural to 
Man from his Conception and Birth, 
and infeQs with its Contagion all his 
Faculries. This is fomented and che- 
riſht by Temptations that eaſily encom- 
paſs him. The Underſtanding is pollu- 
red with evil Principles, full of ftrong 
Prejudices, and lofry Imaginations a- 
gainſt the ſupernatural Myſteriesof Sal. 
vation. *'Tis full of Ignorance and Fol- 
ly, and from hence either rejeAs them 
as incredible,or deſpiſes them as imper- 
tinent or unproftable. The Will 1s 
depraved and perverſe, full of unruly 
and unhallowed AﬀeQions. The Sen- 
ſes are luxurious and rebellious. In 
ſhort, Man is ſo viciouſly and ſenſually 
inclined, 10 alzenated from the Life of 
God, as it he had no diviner Part with- 
in him, that ſhould aſpire toa ſpiritual 
Bleſſedneſs, that ſhould regulate and 
Con- 
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controul the excels of the inferiour Ap- 
petites. This 15 the unhappy Character 
Satan impreſs'd on him in his Fall, and 
without Renovation upon an infinite 
account he is uncapable of ſeeing God. 
This Renovation conſfifts not in the 
change of his Subſtance, as the Water 
was miraculouſly turn'd into Wine at 
the Marriage in Caze of Galilee : the 
ſame Soul with itsefſential Powers, the 
ſame Body with its natural Senſes, the 
Work of the Creator remains ; but in 
thecleanſing of his ſtain'd Narture,in the 
ſanQifying his Faculties that are the 
Springs of his AQions, the whole Man 
is quickned into a Divine Life,and ena- 
bled to aCt in conformity to it. And of 
this the new Birth is a convenient Illu- 
ſtration. An aQive Principle of Holi- 
neſs is planted in him, that ſprings up 
into viſible Actions. The Apotftle parti- 
cularly exprefles it in his earneſt Prayer 
for the Theſſalonians, The very God of 
Peace ſanitify you wholly, and preſerve 


your whole Spirit, Soul and Body blame- 


leſs,till the coming of Feſus Chriſt. Every 
Faculty is renewed, and every Grace 
infuſed that conſtitutes the Divine 
Image. The Mind is renewed by Spi- 
ritual Light, to believe the. Truth and 
Aa 4 Good- 
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the reality and dreadfulneſs of Things 
threatned in the Word of God. It 
ſees the trueſt Beauty in Holineſs, the 
higheſt Honour in Obedience to God, 
the greateſt Equity and Excellence in 
his Service. The Will is renewed b 
holy Love,a purifying Flame, and feels 
theattraQtive virtue of our bleſſed End, 
before all deſirable Things on Earth, 
and determines to purſue it in the vi- 
gorous uſe of proper means. The 
Body is made an holy Inſtrument fit for 
the renewed Soul. In ſhort, the natu+ 
ral Man becomes Spiritual in his Per- 
ceptions, Reſolutions and Attions, All 
things are become New. There is a firm 
aſſent, an inviolable adherence to thoſe 
moſt precious Objects revealed in the 
Scripture, and a ſincere choſen conſtant 
Obedience flows from the renewed 'Fa- 
culties. And from hence we may di- 
ſtinguiſh between regenerating Grace, 
and formal Hypocriſy in ſome, and the 
proficiency of Nature, and power of 
common Grace in others. A Hypocrite 
1n Religion is ated from without, by 
mercenary baſe reſpeCts; and his Con- 
{cience being cauteris'd, handles ſacred 
Things without feeling : a 6 
| er- 


Goodneſs of unſeen _ promiſed, 
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Perſon is moved by an internal livin 
Principle,and performs his Duties wit 
livelyAfﬀeCtions. Natural Conſcience 
under the compulſion of Fear, may lay 
areſtraint upontheoptward Afsof Sin, 
without an 1award Conſent to the San- 
tity of the Law. Renewing Grace 
cleanſes the Fountain, and the Current 
is pure. It reconciles the AﬀeQtions to 
the moſt Holy Commands. I lwve mh 
Law becauſe *tis pure, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. 
A Moral Principle may induce one 
to abſtain frommany Sins, and to. per- 
form many praiſe-wotthy things in con- 
formity to Reaſon. Bur this is neither 
ſanifying nor ſaving; for it only 
prunes Sin as if it were a good Plant, 
and does not root it up; it compounds 
with it, and does not deftroy it. There 
may be ſtill an impure Indulgence to 
the ſecret luſtings of the Hearr, not- 
withſtanding the Reſtraint upon their 
Exerciſe. And many Duties may be 


done on lower Motives, without a di- 
to the Commands and , 


vine ref} 
Glory of God. . 
But renewing Grace ſubjes the Soul 
tothe whole Royalty of the Law, uni- 
formly inclines it to expreſs Obedience, 


to all its Precepts, becaule they are 


pure, 


— 


Of HBAvEN. 


pure, and derived from the eternal 


Spring of Purity. It mortifies Concu« | 


piſcence, and quickens to every 

Work,from a Principle of Love to God, 
and in this is diſtinguiſht fromthe moſt 
refined unregenerate Morality. In ſhort, 


there may be a ſuperficial tinQture of | 


Religion from common Grace, a tran- 
ſient Eſteem, vaniſhing AﬀeQtions, and 
earnelt Endeavours for a time after Spi- 
ritual Things, and yet a Perſon remain 
in a ſtate of Unregeneracy. But renew- 
ingGrace isa permanent ſolid Principle, 
that makes a Man partaker of the Divine 
Natare,andelevates him above himſelf. 
This holy Change is wrought by 
Divine Power. Our . Saviour tells 
Nicodemus, Except a May be born of 
Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God. The Ana- 
logy of a new Birth ſignifies, that 
*risentirely the Work of the ſanQifyin 
Spirit, that conveys a Principle of Life 
in order to the FunCQtions of it. *Tis 
the living Impreſſion of God, the ſole 
Efficient and ns a of it, the Fruit 
and Image of the Divine Vertues., *Tis 
expreſt by the zew Creatsre. The pro- 
duction of it is attributed to God's 
Power diſplaying it ſelf in a pexuliar 
excel- 
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| excellent way, even in that preciſe 
| manner, as in making the World, For 
' asSinthe firſt Creation all thingg were 
made originally of-nothing, foin the ſe- 
cond, the Habit of Grace is infuſed into 
the Soul that was utterly void of it, 
and in which there was as little prepa- 
ration for true Holineſs, as of Nothing 
to produce this great and regular 
World. And altho there is not only 
an abſolute privation of Grace, but a 
fierce reſiſtance againſt it, yet creating 
invincible Power does as infallibly and 
certainly produce its EffeCt in forming 
the new Creature, as in making the 
World. From hence it appears that 
preventing renewing Grace is {0 intire- 
ly the Work of God 3 as his forming the 
humane Body from the Duſt of Earth 
at firſt, But with this difference, the 
firſt Creation was done without any 
ſenſe in the Subje&t, of the efficiency 
of the Divine Power in producing it : 
but in the new Creation, Man feels the 
vital Influence of the Spirit, applying 
it {elf to all his Faculties, reforming 
and enabling them to a& according to 
the quality of their Nature, 

And by the way we may obſerve the 
admirable Grace {hewed to Maa 4n the, 
reno- 
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renovation of his corrupted Nature. In 
the compoſition of his Being are united 


a Spirit like the Angels, and a Body 


like terreſtrial Animals, by which he 


partakes of the ſpiritual and natural F 


Life : but he has peculiar Favours con- 
ferred upon him. For, whereas his 
Soul ſinn'd with the Angels,and his Bo- 
dy \dies with the Beaſts, yet God is 
ed to reſtore them by his glorious 
r. An Angel after Sin never re- 
_ and 1s therefore incapable of 

ardoh, and irrecoverably diſinherited 
ven : a Beaſt afrer Death never 
revives: but though Man fins and dies, 
yet his Soul may be renewed by Divine 
Grace, and his Body ſhall be raiſed in 
an incorruptible Glory. 

Now the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
this holy Change is evident from the 
Words of our Saviour, for he ſpeaks 
univerſally, Except a Man be born «- 
gain, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
He does not {imply declare that an un- 
regenerate Man ſhall not, but with the 
greateſt Emphaſis, cannot, to ſignify 
an abſolute impoſſibility of it. '- The 
Jews highly preſumed of the privitedg 
of their carnal Birth, they ſprang from 
the pure and noble Blood ot _— 
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God's Friend ; they had the Seal of the 


| Holy Covenant mark'd in their Fleſh : 


and hence it was proverbial amongſt 
them, that every 1/raelite ſhould have a 
part in the World to come. But our Sa- 
viour overthrows this vain conceit, and 
tells them that the ſupernatural Birth 
entitles to the ſupernatural Inheritance. 
Circumciſion then, and Baptiſm now, 
without real Grace is an inetfeQual ſign, 


of no avail to Salvation. In the quality of gom. 8. 19. 


Sons, weare Heirs of God's Kingdom, 
And that honourable Relation we have 


upon a double account ; by Adoption Gal. 4. 7. 


and Regeneration, Divine Adoption 
15 not a meer change of our ſtate, a na- 
ked Declaration that one ſhall be digni- 
fied with the Title of God's Son ; but a 
holy Nature is always infuſed into the 
Perſon, whereby he is made like to God 
in his Excellencies. In this it differs 
from humane Adoption, that gives the 
Name and Arms, the Honour and E- 
ſtate of the Adopter to a Perſon, with- 
our conveying any of his intelleQual or 
moral Endowments Whom God a- 
dopts, he begets to a Divine Life, Be- 
ſides, our Saviour purchaſed this high 
Priviledg for us : God ſent his Sou made 
of a Woman, under the Law, to m__ 
Fnews 
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them that were under the Law, that ge, 
might receive the Adoption of Sons :By U. 
nioa with him wereceivethe1nveſtiture F 
of this Dignity. Now.whoever is in Chrift | 
is 8 new.Creature. For the quickning Spi- | 
rit, that is ta the Soul what the. Soul 
is to the Body, the principle of Life and | 
Strength, of Beauty, and, Motion, and 
an aftive purifying Faith that is influ. } 
ential upon all orher Graces, are the | 
Band of that vital Union: So that as all 
in Adam are univerſally corrupt by the 
firſt Birth, all that are in Chrilt are 
made holy by a new Birth: But of this 
T ſhall ſpeak in the next Chapter more 
fully, under a diſtinct Head, Briefly, 
the Spirit of Grace that ſanCtifies, is the 
Spirit of Adoption that ſeals our Right 
to that Kingdom. 

Now the Reaſons why this Change 
muſt be in order to our obtaining .of 
Heaven, are theſe : | | 

1. There isan exquiſite Wildom ſhines 
in all God's Works, in diſpoling, them 
for the ends to which they are appoin- 
ted: and. is it not monſroufly abſurd 
to imagin, he will admut into his Pre- 
ſenceand Kingdom, - thoſe that are ab- |} 
{olutely unqualified for iss Bleſſednels, 
.and oppoſite to its Purity : ro 
| . 2. Bis 
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2. His - pd ner excludes for 
ever all unholy Perſons from Heaven. 
For in the laſt Judgment God will be 

lorified as a Governour, in the diftri- 
Facion of Rewards with.reſpe& to the 
Obedience and Diſobedience of Men. 
'Tis worthy .of obſervation, that the 
Aﬀtions of :God on the ' reaſonable 
Creatures are of twoſorts. Some pro- 
ceed from his {overaign good Pleaſure, 
of which there is . no motive or reaſon 
inthe Subjets on which they are ter- 
minated. 'Thus by a free and inſupera- 
ble Decree (when all Mankind, laps'd 
and miſerable, was in his view). he 
choſe ſome to be Veſſels of Mercy, and 
by priviledg ſeparated them from the 
reſt that finally periſh. Now what in- 
duc'd him to place a ſingular Love on 
the Ele ? There was nothing in them 
to incline his Compaſſhon, being equally 
guilty and depraved with the reft of the 
Progeny of Adam. This difference 
therefore is to be reſolved into his un- 
accountable and adorable Will, as the 
{ole cauſe of .it. - Thus God declares it 
to- be his glorious Prerogative, I wil 
have Mercy ow whom I will have Mercy, 
and I will have.Compaſſion on whom 1 will 
have Compaſſion. And this. is no unjuſt 
ACCCp- 
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Rom. 2, 16. 
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acceptance of Perſons : For as a Bene- 
factor,he may diſpenſe his own Favours 
as he pleaſes; A Gift from meer and 
arbitrary Bounty may be beſtowed on 
ſome, and nor on others; without inju. 
tice. Bur there are other ARions of 
God for which there is an evident rea- 
ſon in Men on whom they are termi- 
nated. "Thus as the ſupreme Fude, with- 
out reſpett of Perſons, he will judg and 
reward every Man according to his Works. 
The Evangelical Law (as was toucht 
on before) is the rule of eternal Judg- 
ment, and == a right from the gra- 
cious Promile of to all penitent 
Believers in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and excludes all impenitent Infidels. 
Divine Juſtice will illuftriouſly appear 
then in diſtinguiſhing Believers from 
Unbelievers by their Works, the pro- 
pet Fruits cither of Faith or Infidelity: 
All the thick Clouds of Difgraces, Ca- 
lumnies, Perſecutions, - that often op- 
preſs the moſt ſincere Chriſtians here, 
ſhall not then darken their Holineſs; 


and all the ſpectous appearances of Pie- | 


ty, which the moſt artificial Hypocrites | 


make uſe of to deceive others, ſhall not 
conceal their Wickedneſs. And accor- 
dingly the one fhall be abſolved and 

glori- 
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olorified, the others condemned and 
puniſh'd for ever. In ſhort, without 
violation of his own righteous eſtabliſh- 


ment in the Goſpel, God Cannot TC Heb. 12. 14 


. ceive the unholy into his Glory. 

3. Beſides the Legal Bar that ex- 
cludes unfanAtified Perſons from the 
beatifick viſion of om gre iS a MO- 
ral incapacity. Suppoſe that Juſtice 
ſhould ow Omnipoxence to tranſlate 
ſuch a Sinner to Heaven, would 
.the Place make him happy ? Can 
two incongruous Natures delight 
in one another ? The happineſs of 
Senſe is by an impreſſion of Pleaſure 
from a ſ{ufitable Object : The happineſs 
of intelleCtual Beings ariſes from an en» 
tire conformity of diſpoſitions. . So that 
unleſs God recede from his Holineſs, 
which is abſolutely impoſſible, or Man 
be purified, and changed into his like- 
neſs,there can be no ſweet Communion 
between them. Our Saviour aſſigns 
this Reaſon of the neceſſity of Regene- 
ration tax order to our admiſhon into 
Heaven : That which is born of the fleſh, 
is fleſb , and that which is born of the Spi- 
r#, is Spirzt. According to rhe quality 
of rhe Principle, ſuch is what proceeds 
from it, The Fleſh is a corrupt Princi- 
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ple, and accordingly the Natural Man Þ 
15 wholly carnal in his propenſions,ope- Þ 
rations, and end. The Diſeaſe is turn'd F 
into his Conſtitution, He 1s dead to Þ 
the Spiritual Life, to the aCtions and Þ 
enjoy ments that are proper to it : Nay, Þ 
there is 1n him a furviving Principle of F 
Enmity to that Life : not only a mortal Þ 
coldneſs to God, but a ſtiff averſation Þ 
from him,a perpetual reſiſtance and im- F 


patience of the Divine Preſence, that 
would diſturb his voluptuous enjoy- 
ments, The Exerciſes of Heaven would 
be as the Torments of Hell to him, 
while in the mid(t of thoſe pure Joys his 
inward inclinations vehemently run in- 
to the lowelt Lees of Senſuality. And 
therefore till this Contrariety, ſo deep 
and predominant in an unholy Perſon, 
be removed, *tis utterly impoſſible he 
ſhould enjoy God with ſatisfaQtion. As 


it was neceſſary that God ſhould become F 
like Manon Earth, to purchaſle that Feg- | 


licity for him, ſo Man muſt be like God 
in Heaven before he can polleſs it, Ho- 


lineſs alone prepares Mean for Celeſtial F 


Happinels ; that is againſt the corrup- 
tion and above the perteCtion of mecr 
N ature, 


Of HEAVEN. 


I ſhall now _ to conſider more 
particularly what 15 requiſite in order 
to our obtaining of Heaven. 
1. Faithinthe Redeemer is abſolute- 
* ly required of all that will partake of 
© the Salvation purchaſed by him. God Jobn 3. 16. 
* ſfoloved the World, that he gave his only 
* begotten Son;that whoever believes in him, 
'F  ſbould not periſh, but have Eternal Life. 
This 15 the Spirit and Subttance of the 
Goſpel, therefore I will briefly unfold 
it. The Son of God having aſſumed 
the human Nature, and performed 
what was neceſſary for the expiation of 
| Sin, the Father was ſo pleaſed with his ptz1.2. 3,5- 
| Obedience, that From his loweſt State 
he rais'd hita to Divine Glory, and 
gave him ſupream Authority, and all- 
ufficient Power to communicate thar 
Glory to others. "Thus our Saviour 
declares; Thou haſt given him (1. e. the John 17. 2. 
Son) power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould 
” give Eternal Life to as many as thou haſt 
| givenhim. Andheexhortsthe People, 
L abour for that Meat that endures unto 
Eternal Life, which the Son of Man (hall 
give unto you, for him hath God the Fa- 
ther ſealed. Now this glorious Life is 
not given to all, but only to thoſe who 
are united to him. As Adam, the 
Bb z principle 
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x1 John 5, 12. 


John 1.12. 
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principleof the carnal corrupt Nature, 
derivesGuilt and Death to all his Proge- 


ny : ſo Jeſus Chriſt (who is oppoſed to F 
him) the Head and Prince of the re- F 
newed State, communicates Life and F 
Glory to his People. The Apoltle ex- F 


preſſes it, As in Adam all dye, his na- 
tural Deſcendants are involv'd in his 


Condemnation ; evez ſo i» Chriſt (hall al | 


be made alive : that 1s, all thatare ſpiri- 


tually united 'to him, ſhall partake of: 


his glorious ReſurreQtion. And St. John 
tells us, He that hath the Son, hath Life ; 
and he that hath not the Son,hathnot Life. 
The having the Son, upon which our 
right to Eternal Life depends, 1s belie- 
ving in him, Faith bas a principal Ef- 
fhcicncy in receiving Chriſt, therefore 
*tis expreſt by that Act ; But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God, «(and conſe- 
quently Heirs of Glery) :adgmany as 
believed on his Nawe. And. Chriſt is 
ſaid to dwell in our Hearts by Fazth. This 
is nota meer ailent to rhe. DoEtrines of 


the Goſpel concerning the Dignity of | 


his Perſon, that he is in fo high and 
glorious a Relation of being the Eter- 
nal Son of God, and the inhnite value 
of his Merits, whereby heis able to = 
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all that come unto God by him, and his 
merciful compaſſionate Nature to em- 
brace returning Sinners, and the excel. 
lency of the benefits purchaſed by him, 
but ſuch a Belief as {ways the Will and 
Aﬀections to receive him upon God's 
terms for our Salvation. Faith is ſeated 
in the whole Soul, in the Mind and 
Heart, and accepts of Chrilt intirely as 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King. The parts 
of the Mediator's Office,are inſeparably 
connected, and all the Effects of them 
are communicated to the ſame Perlons. 
Jeſus Chriſt is made of Goa to Believers, * Cor. 1. 
Wiſdom; to cure their Ignorance and 
Folly ; Righteouſneſs, to aboliſh their 
Guilt; Santtification,to renew their Na« 
tures; and Redemption, to free them at 
ls[t from the Grave, and bring them to 
Glory. From hence'tis clear, that the 
Faith,which is juſtifying and ſaving,in-- 
cludes in its Nature, as depegdance and 
truſt in Chriſt as a powertul and merci- 
ful Mediator,thar isable and willing to 
reconcile us ro God, and make us tor 
ever happy in his Favour; fo a ſincere 
reſolution of Obedience and SubjeCtion 
to all his holy Commands, even to the 
plucking out of the right Eye, and the 
cutting off the right hand, the parting 
Bb 3 with 
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with the moſt pleaſing or profitable | 


Sins. For the Promiſes of God that are 


che Rule of Faith, make an offer of Þ 


Chriſt upon theſe Conditions to us: 
Him hath God exalted with his right hand, 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for togivere- 
pentance tolirael, and forgiveneſs of Sins, 
And only the TJuſtified ſhall be glorified, 
Thoſe therefore who deſire a partial 
intereſt in him as a Saviour, out of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to eſcage Hell, and 
will not out of Love ſubmit to him as 
their Prince, have not that Faith that is 
unfeigned,and gives atitletoEternal Life 
by the Promiles of the Goſpel. 

2. We muſt chuſe Heaven as our ſu- 
pream Happineſs, and regard it as the 
main end of our Lives. Man fell from his 
Duty and Felicity by preferring ſenſual 
Pleaſure before the Favour of God, and 
became guilry of the greateſt Diſobedi- 
cace and Diſhonour to his Maker, and 
is reſtored by the holy change of his 
Will, the ſetting his AﬀeQtions on a 
pure Spiritual Bleſſedneſs. This ſubli- 
ming the Will,and turning its Love and 
Choice from the Creatures to God, is 
the effect of Divine Grace, and wrought 
ina rational way. For Man is not mo- 
ved as artificial Engines by force, nor 
as 
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as Brutes from neceſſity, their Faculties 
being determined by the outward appli- 
cation of Objects : he is not drawn up 
to Heaven by ſuch a natural impreſſion, 
as Steel by the Load-ſtone, nor torc'd by 
a violent motion as a Stone aſcends,but 
as an underſtanding free Agent, by the 
direction of rhe enhghtned Mind, and 
the conſent of the W1ll, an elective un- 
conſtrained Faculty. And herein the 
Wiſdom, Goodneſsand Equity of God's 
TranſaQtions with Man appears. His 
Wiſdom, in that as he has ordered in 
the whole ſphere of Nature, that the 
ative Powers of every Creature, be 
drawn forth into exerciſe for their pre- 
ſervation, and accordingly he is pleaſed 
to work in and by them; ſo the Under- 
ſtanding and Will, the Principles of 
Operation in Man, are to deliberate 
and choole in order to his Happineſs. 
Otherwiſe the rational Faculties would 
be in vain. His Goodnels and Equity, 
in that he ſets before them Eternal Lite 
as the Reward of Obedience. God 
will be glorihed by himas a Law-giver 
and a Benefattor, and has ordained in 
the Goſpel, that all who chuſe and di- 
ligently ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſhall infallibly obtain it, and none be 
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deprived of it but for their negle&, | 
'The Decree of a final ſtate of Miſery, F 
though not in time, yet is conſequent Þ 
in the ofder of cauſes to the obſtinate F 
reluQtancy of Sinners againſt reſtoring Þ 
Grace, and the wilful forſaking their Þ 
own Mercies. Therefore God vindi- F 


cates the Equity of his Proceedings 
with Men by their own Principles, and 
with tender pity expoſtulates, Why will 


Je die? The corrupt Will, declining | 


from God, and adhering to the Crea- 
ture as its Happineſs, is the true cauſe 
of Man's ruin. This will infinitely clear 
the Wiſdom and Juſtice, the Purity and 
Goodneſs of God from all Imputation. 
The choice of Heaven for our 
Felicity is primarily to be deter- 
mined, for 'tis from the proſpect of 
it that all holy Counſels derive 


their Life and Vigour. As in drawing | 


the Picture of a Man, the firſt work 1s 
ro delineate the Head, not only as the 
part that in dignity and eminence is a» 
bove the reſt, but as it regulates the 
drawing of the other parts, and gives a 
juſt proportion and correſpondence be- 
tweca them, without which the whole 
Figure becomes diſordered and mon- 
ſtrous. Thus in the moral conſfidera- 
tion 
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tion of Man, that which is primarily to 
* be conſidered is the Soul and its final Fe- 
rt | licity, as incomparably more excellent 
& © thanthe Body andits Pleaſures: for this 
8 | will have a powerful influence upon 
r Þ the whole Lite, directing to avoid what 
- | 1s inconſiſtent and impertinent, and to 


. do what is conducive to it. 
[ Now this beinga matter of unſpeak- 
[i able importance, I will, 


Firſt, Shew what the regular Choice 
of Heaven includes, as to its 
Qualities and Effects. 

Secondly, Dire&t how to make this 
Choice. 

Thirdly, Preſent ſome powerful Mo- 
tives tO CXCite us tO It, 


The Qualities of this Choice are 
three. 

I, It muſt be ſincere and cordial. 

2, Early, in our firſt and beſt Days. 
| 3. Firm and conſtant. 


1. It muſt be ſincere and cordial. 
The moſt eſſential and attive Deſire in 
humane Nature is to Happinels ; bur 
there being two kinds of good Things 
preſented 
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preſented to the Will, that ſolicit the | 


AﬀeStions, the Pleaſurcs of Senſe, and 
ſpiritual-Joys, from hence it is that that 
which makes Men happy is the Obje& 
of EleQtion. And although there is 
nothing more uniform and inviolable 


thanthe natural inclination to Happi- | 


neſs, yer the great diſtinCtion of Man- 
kind ariſes from this ſource, the regular 
or perverſe uſe of this Inclination, the 
wiſe or miſtaking choice of Happineſs, 
Now the ſincerity of our Choice is dil- 
covered, when *tis clearand entire, a- 
riſing from a tranſcendent eſteem of 
the Favour and Enjoyment of God as 
our chief Good, and abſolutely requi- 
ſite for us. And from hence it is evi- 
dent that the Choice of true Happi- 
neſs, neceſſarily includes the defpi- 
ſing, and rejctting of the falſe Happi- 
neſs that ſtands in competition with 
it. There cannot be two reigning 
P:inciples in the Soul: for it cannot 
vigorouſly apply it ſelf ro two Ob- 
jects ar the ſame time. Our Saviour 
has decided it, No Man can ſerve two 
Maſters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or hold to the one 
and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. The Maſters are 
Irre- 
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' irreconcileable, and their Commands 
are direQly oppoſite. It was as poſſi- 
ble to place upon the ſame Altar the 
Ark of God, and the Idol of the Phj- 
liſtins, as that Heaven and the World 
ſhould compound and take equal ſhares 
in our Aﬀections, Indeed, if the 
Conceptions in the Mind are but faint 
and floating of the univerſal ſatisfying 
Goodneſs of the Objet propoſed to 
make us happy, the Will remains in 
ſuſpence ; but when *tis clearly and 
ſtrongly repreſented, the Heart is 
drawn entirely to embrace it. Divine 
Grace, by the illumination of the Un- 
derſtanding, purifies and changes the 
depraved Will, and heals the diſtem- 
pered AﬀeRions. The wiſe Merchant 
that had a diſcerning Eye ſaw reaſon 
enough to part with all, char he might 
g1in the Pearl of Price, the Grace and 
Glory of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
Apoſtle declares his reſolute contempt 
of the concurrence of all the Preroga- 
tives either the Law or the World 
could afford him, that he might have 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, the Reconciler 
and Reſtorer of Man to the Favour 
and Fellowſhip of God. But what things 


were gain 10 me, thoſe I counted loſs 


for 
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for Chriſt ; yea doubtleſs I count il 
things but loſs for the Excellency of the Þ 
K nowleds of Feſus Chriſt my Lord, for Þ 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, } 
and do count them but dung, that I might || 
win —_ The glorious Goſpel is the | 


brighteſt and moſt pleaſant Light that 
ever ſhone upon the World, a Revelz- 
tion of the deepeſt Wiſdom and moſt 


admirable Love, wherein the Combi- } 


nation of God's holy and wonderful 
Counſels for our Salvation is unfolded; 
and accordingly St. Paul, with the 


greateſt Life of Aﬀection, ſets forth his | 


value of it, and by full and moſt vility- 
ing Expreſſions, rejets all things 1n 
compariſon of it. 

2, The Sincerity of the Heavenly 
Choice is diſcovered by a zealous ob- 
{ervance of the Means requiſite in order 
toit. Inanimate things incline to reſt 


19 their Centre,the Rational intend and } 


purſue it. The bleſſed End, when va- 
lued and reſpected according to its 
worth, excites and dire&s the Aﬀeti- 
ons and Endeavours in that order and 
meaſure as 15s proportionable to its Ex- 
cellenty, and the Difficulties of obtain- 
ingit. There may be a naked eſtima- 
tion, and ſome deſires of Eternal Hap- 
| pinels 
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pigels ſimply conſidered, yer the Will 
| remains incompleat and undetermined 
- initschoice: for the Endin conjuaQtion 


with the Means is propounded to us, 
and the carnal Man will not conſent to 


: the Means. Hedillikes the Holineſs of 


Religion, and will rather forfeit Hea- 
ven, than ſubmit to ſuch ftrict terms. 
Though with Balawn, in a fitof Deyo- 


' tion, he ſays, O that I might die the death 


of the Righteous, and that my laſt End 
might be like his ; yet from Indulgence 
to his ſenſual Inclinations, he will not 
live as the Righteous. All his Wiſhes of 
rrue Heppinets are ſoon ſtrangled by the 
predominant love of ſore Vanity. *Tis 


laid of the 1/raelites,they deſpiſed the plea- Plal. 196. 14. 


ſant Laxd,not abſolutely in it ſelf, tor it 
was the Glory of all Lands, abounding 
with things for the ſupport and delight 
of Man ; but conlidering its diſtance, a 
Wilderneſs waſte and. wild interpoling, 
and the Enemies to be encountred, they 
did not think it worthy of under- 
oing. ſuch Hazards and Difficulties. 
Fhe Land of Canazn was a Type of 
Heaven, both with reſpett to its plea- 
ſantneſs,and the manner of the 1/raclites 
abtaining it. Their Title to it was de- 
rived from the rich Bcunty. of God, 
there 
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therefote *riscalled the Land of Promiſe; 


but it was to be poſſeſs'd by Conqueſt, F 
Thus the Celeſtial Canazr 15 the pure F 
Gift of God,but the aQtual enjoyment of F 


it is obtained by vidorious reſiſtance, 
againſt the Enemies of our Salvation, 
And Carnal Men deſpiſe this pleaſant 
Land, the Promiſe being inſeparably 
joined with Precepts of Duty and Obe- 
dience, from which they are averſe, 
But he that chuſes ſincerely, is joyful 
and vigorous 1n the uſe of means for ac- 
quiring his moſt deſired Good. Ardent 
AﬀeQtions, like El;jjah's Chariot of Fire, 
raviſh the Soul above this fenſible 
World,totheplace where God dwellsin 
Glory. Zeal animates his Endeavours, 
as the Motion of the Heart diffuſes the 
Spirits into the Arteries, to convey 
Lite to all parts of the Body. Ore 
thing (faith the inflamed Plalmiſt) bave 
T defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek af- 
ter, that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
Beauty of the Lora, and to enquire into 
bis Temple. The {cvſual Man is ranging 
abroad for fatisfation, and ſhoots all 
the Game that crofles his Eye ; but the 
Soul that has a diſcovering Light, and 
fecliovg heat of the divine Beauty, mm" 
al! 
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all its deſires in God, and with affetion 
to an Extaſly longs for the enjoyment 
of him, and the endeavours are in ſome 
proportion to the deſires. Our Saviour 
tells us, That from the days of John the 
Baptiſt until now,the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force. Some previous Rays of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs appeared in his Mini- 
ſtry, and produc'd ſuch a holy Ardency 
in thoſe Converts,that with all reſoluti- 
on,diligenceand earneſtnels they ſought 
to be partakers of the Bleſſednefs re- 
vealed. Lazy Delires, eaſy Profecuti- 
ons,{luggiſh Attempts,diſcover thar the 
Heavt 1s not throughly engaged tor the 
ſpiritual Ercrnal Good. Whea the 
End is truly deſigned,it will give Law to 
the Actions. This is viſible in Men who 
are wholly led by Senſe, how ſagacious, 
how ſollicitous are they to accompliſh 
their Ends and baſe Deſigns ? They try 
all ways either by fine difſimulation, or 
toilſome induſtry, to obtain their De- 
fires. No time 1s too much in their 
gainful Afﬀairs, or voluptuous Enjoy- 
ments. They transform the Night to 
lengthen out the Day for their Profir, 
they vail the Day to lengthen out the 
Night for their Eaſe and Pleaſure. ot 
alas, 
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alas, Heaven is only regarded by the 
By ; as if the intelleQtual Soul were on- 
ly given to dwell with the Body on 
Earth, the place of its Baniſhment, and 
diret Aﬀairs here below, and not to 
lead in the way to Heaven, the place 
of its Nativity, and prepare for ano- 
ther World. The Work of Salvation 
is followed with that remiſs degree of 
AﬀeQion, as if it were a ſlight matter 
whether performed or negleed. Theſe 
Perſons carry their Conviction in their 
Boſoms ; for they are ardent and aCtive 
ro obtain inferior and infinitely leſs 
concerning Ends,but with that cold ap- 
plication mind the ſuperior nobler 
End of Man, that it is wholly fru- 
ſtrate, which plainly ſhews it was ne- 
ver ſeriouſly intended by them. 

The ſight of Worldly Men fo aRtive 
and vigilant to proſecute their low De- 


ſigns, ſhould quicken us to ſeek with | 


| am diligenceand alacrity the King- 
om of Heaven, and the Righteoul- 
neſs thereof. A Carnal Wretch, urged 
by the ſting of a brutiſh Defire, with 
what impatience doth he purſue the 
Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a ſea- 
ſon? Anambitious Perſon, with whar an 
intemperate height of Paſſion does he 
chaſe 
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| chaſea Feather ? A covetous Man, how 
| greedily does he purſue the Advanta- 
 gesof the preſent World that paſſes a- 


way, and the Luſts thereof ? Ah! how 
do they upbraid our indifferent Deſires, 


* our dull Delays and cold Endeavours, 
when ſuch a high Prize is ſet before us? 


Who is able to conceive the raviſhing 
Pleaſure of the Soul whea it firſt en- 
ters through the beautiful Gate of the 
Celeſtial Temple, and ſees the Glory 
of the Place, and hears a Voice from the 
Throne, Enter into thy Maſter's Joy, to 
be happy with him for ever ? The ſe- 
rious belief of this, will draw forth. 
all our aCtive Powers in the Service of 
God. 

3. The ſincerity of our Heavenly 
Choice declares it ſelf, in the temper 
and frame of our Hearts, with reſpe& 
to all temporal Things in this World, 
For our main and happy End being e- 
ſtabliſhed; that it conliſts not in ſect. 
lar Riches, and Honours, and the 
Pleaſures of Senſe, but in the clear Vi- 
fion of God, the bleſſedneſs of the 
Spirit; it follows that all preſent things 
are in our ule {o far Good or Evil, and 
to be deſired or not, as they are proft- 
table or prejudicial to'our obtaining 
Cc Salvas- 
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Salvation, as they condut or divert wÞ 2 
from Heaven. A wile Chriſtian look 72 
on temporal things not through the® & 
Glaſs of diſordered Paſſions, that arÞ} {4 
impetuous and impatient for what 5Þ | 
grateful to them, but with reference Þ | 
to his future Happineſs. He conſider Þ 
the train of Temptations that attend | | 
an exalted Condition, and deſires ſuch | 
a portion of theſe things, as may re 
dound to the Glory of the Giver, and 
be improved for his own Salvation, 
This Purity of AﬀeQtions our Saviour 
teaches us : For in his Divine Form 
Prayer, the true DireQory of our De 
fires, are ſet down in an admirabk 
order all things we are to pray for, 
And they reſpe&t the End, or the 
Means. The End is the primary Oh- | 
jet of our Deſires, accordingly the | 
two firſt Petitions concern our bleſſed Þ 
End, as 1t reſpeds God and our ſelves. F 
Wepray, Hallowed be thy Name, that is, | 
by the reverence and adoration of all F 

his Subjects : and, Thy Kingdom come, f 
that is, for the maniteſtation of his | 
Eternal Glory in the next World, that F 
we may reign with him. The Means | 
in order to this End are of two forts. F 
Some condud ro it by themſelves, thoſe 
are 
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are the good things deſired in the third 
and fourth Petitions; and ſome lead 
to it by accident, and thoſe are the 
freedom from Evils expreſs'd in the 
laſt Petition. The gocd things deſi- 
red, either have a direct influence up- 
on our obtaining Happinels ; and they 
are ſumm'd up in our univerſal Obedi- 
ence to God's Will, expreſs'd in the 
third Petition, Let thy Will be done on 
Earth as it # in Heaven, or they are 
ſuch as by way of-ſublerviency promote 
our Happineſs, and thoſe we pray for 
in the fourth Petition, Give ws this day 
our daily Bread. And tis obſervable 
there is but one Petition for Temporal 
Bleſſings, and *cis the laſt in the order 
of thoſe that concern good things. And 
that ſingle Petition is fo reſtrained, 
that *tis evident by its Tenour, that 
earthly things-are not abſolutely good 
to be deſired for themſelves, but rela- 


. tively and ſubordinately to our eternal 


Good. Daily Bread we mult ask of 
our heavenly Father, the neceſſary ſup- 
port of the preſent Life, without which 
we cannot exercile our internal or ex- 
ternal Powers and Faculties in his Ser- 
vice,but not Delicacies and Abundance 
for the luxurious Appetite. 

Cc 2 The 
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The difference of Conditions in the Þ 
preſent World is very great : as in Phe Þ 
raoh's Dream, ſome Ears of Corn were | 


ſo full and weighty that they bended 
with their weight ; others ſo thin and 
blaſted, that they wereas Stubble for the 
Fire. Thus ſome abound in all Felt. 
cities poſſible in this Life, others are 
chaſtened every Morning, under various 
and continual Affictions. Now this 
infallible Principle being planted 1n the 
Heart, that all preſent things are to be 
improved with reſpe&t to our future 
Happineſs, will moderate the AﬀeRtions 
in Proſperity, ſo to uſe the World that 
we may enjoy God, and make us not 
only patient, but pleaſed in Adverſj- 
ties, as they are preparatory for Hea- 

ven. 
Eruieſt amore The Original of all the Sins and Mi- 
alicujus rei in- ſery of Men, 1s their perverſe abuſe of 
by oi £10gs, by turving the Means into the 
aurem, quod End, ſetting their AﬀeRions of Love, 
in uſum vere” Deſire, and Joy upon ſenſible things, as 
rig ad 0. their proper Happineſs, with inconſi- 
dum refcrre. derate negled of the ſpiritual eternal 
4ig.e-2ot fare, to which all other things ſhould 
| be ſubſervient. As if one diſeaſed and 
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fickly in a Forreign Country, that 
could not poſſibly recover Health but 
in 
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e © inhis Native Air, inhis return thither, 
- © invited by the pleaſantneſs of the way, 
e © ſhould take up his reſidence in it, and 
1Þ never arrive to his own Country. 
1 Among the Weſt Indians ſome are 
© ©reporred to be ſo ſwift in running, * 4% 
. © that no Horſe can keep pace with 
| them, and they havea conſtant rule in 
their Diet, to eat of no Beaſt, or Bird, 
or Fiſh that is ſlow in motion, fancying 
it would transfuſe a ſIuggiſhnels in 
them. The Chriſtian Lite 1s by the 
Apoſtle compar'd to a Race, and carth- 
ly things by an inſeparable property of 
' Nature load and depreſs the Soul, that 
it cannot with vigour run the Race ſet 

before it. The Believer therefore who 
intends for the high price of his Calling, 
and 1s true to his Rnd, will be temperate 
in all things. Nay, he will not only 
be circumſpect, leſt they ſhould check 
with his great Deſign, but wiſely ma- 
| nages them in ſubſerviencyto it. St., , » 
* Paul charges them that are richin this ig, © 
World, to do good, to be rich in good 
* Works, ready to diſtribute, willin? to 
communicate, laying in ſtore for them- 
| ſelves a good Foundation againſt the time 
| to come, that they may lay hold of eternal 
Ss Life. 
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Qtual means to promote our everlaſting, 
Happineſs, the amiableneſs and excel- 
lency of the End changes their Nature, 
and makes thoſe Calamities that in 
themſelves are intolerable, to become 
light and ealy. The Poor, the Mourners, 
thePerſecuted are bleſſed now,becauſe theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. The Apoltle, 
tho under variety of ſharp Troubles, 
yet expreſles his ſenſe with that mitiga- 
tion, as but lightly touch'd with them: 
as ſorrowful, but always rejoicing. From 
hence he rells us, that with unfainting 
courage he proſecuted his glorious End, 
For our light Afiidtions that are but for a 
moment, work for us a far more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory. This ſeriouſly. be- 
lieved and conſidered, will make us 
underſtand the Harmony and Conſent 
of the moſt diſcordant parts of God's 
Providence. This will reconcile the 
ſeverity and roughneſs of his Hand, 
with the tender Compaſnons of his 
Heart towards his Servants. This will 
dry up Rivers of unprofitable Tears 
that flow from the Afficted, and make 
the Croſs of Chriſt a light burthen. 


And the fixed aim at Heaven as our F 
Felicity, will reconcile an afflited ſtate F 
tous. When temporal Evils are etfe- | 
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| For their heavieſt Aﬀfictions are not 


only conſiſtent with his Love, but the 
EffeRts of it, being influential upon 
their —_— We are now toſs'd 
upon the alternate Waves of Time, but 
'tis that we may arrive at the Port, the 
bleſſed —_—_— __ — and en- 
10Y Aa ceful Calm; and: /o we (ball 
=_ Fe the Lord. Words of ns 
nite ſweetneſs! This is the Song of 
our Proſperity, and the Charm of our 
Adverſity: Well might the Apoſtle 
add immediately after, Therefore com- 
fort one another with theſe Words. 

4. The ſincere Choice of Heaven as 
our final Happineſs, will make us afpire 
to the greateſt height of Holineſs we 
are capable of in the preſent ſtate. For 
the End has always a powerful Vertue 
to transform a Man into its Likeneſs : 
and Heaven is a ſtate of perfe& con- 
formity to the Holy God. This 
difference is obſervable between the 
Underſtanding and the Will in their 
Operations : The Underſtanding in 
forming Conceptions of 'Things, draws 
theObje& to it ſelf, The Wiltis drawn 
by the ObjeCt it chules, and is always 
faihioning and framing the Soul into an 
intire conformity to it. Thus Carnal 

Cc 4 Objects 
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whole Converſation is Carnal. As the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of the Worſhippers of 
Idols, they that make them are like unto 
them,ſo is every one that truſteth in them: 
whatever we adore and eſteem, we are 
changed into its Image. Idolaters are 
as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, as the Idols to 
which they pay Homage. Thus when 
God is choſen as our ſupream Good and 
hſt End, by converſing with him, the 
Image of hisglorious Holineſs is derived 
on the Soul, and it becomes Godly : the 
Heart is drawn by his attraQtive Ex- 
cellencies,and the Life direed to him. 
This being a Pointof great importance, 


; I ſhall further prove and illuſtrate it. 


There is no deliberating about the de- 
grees of that which is loved for it ſelf 
zs our End. More or leſs may reſpe& 
the Means that are valued and uſed to 
obtain it, but the Love of the End is 
vaſt and unlimited. A Phyſician en- 
deavours to recover his Patient to ſound 
and perte&t Health, that being the End 
of his Art. He-that ſeeks for Honour 
or Riches, 1s not content with a Medi- 
ocrity of Succeſs, but drives on his Af- 
| | | tairs 


Obje&s when propounded as the End 
of a Man,ſecretly imprint on him their | 
Likeneſs, his Thoughts, AﬀeCtions, and | 
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| fair to the full period of his Deſires. 


An ardent lover of Learning with a 


| noble jealouſy ſtrives to excel others in 
* Knowledg. In ſhort, no Man deſigns 


and longs for a thing as his Happineſs, 
but will uſe all diligence to gain the 
preſent and full poſſeſſion of it. There- 
fore 1t cannot be imagined that any 
Perſon ſincerely propounds the enjoy- 
ment of Heaven as his End, but Love 
will make him fervent and induſtrious 
to be as Heavenly as is poſſible here. 
He will ſtrive by bleſſed and glorious 
Gradations, to aſcend to the perfetion 
of his Aims and Deſires, to be holy as 
God u holy in all manner of Converſati- 
on, to be pure as Chriſt is pure. We 
have an admirable inſtance of this in 


Sr. Paul, who declares, Brethren, I Phil. 3. 13,14. 


count not my ſelf to have apprehended ; 
but this one thing 1 ao, forgetting thoſe 
things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thoſe things which are before, 
T preſs toward the Mark, for the Prize 
of the high Calling of God iz Chriſt Jeſus. 
His Progreſs was great, yet that did 
not make him ſlack in the proſecution 
of his End. Helaboured'to attain the 
Precedent of our Saviour, to feel the 
Power of his Death and Life, to appre- 
| | hend 
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hend Chriſt intirely and perfeQly as 


in his Heart and Life. 


From hence we may diſcover the va- 
nity of their Hopes, that are of luke. Þ 
warm AﬀeSions in Religion, (the ab- | 
horr'd character of Laodzcea) who e& FÞ 


ſteem it a prudent Principle, as cons 
venient for their carnal eaſe and inte. 
relt, not to be earneſt in following Hos 
lineſs. Vices in mediocrity are tole- 
rable with them, only the exceſs is 
condemned. They content themſelves 
with a mediocrity in Religion, and are 


preſumptuous and ſecure,as the Church, | 


that ſaid, I am rich, and have need 4 1na- 
thing. They boaſt as if they had found 
out the temperate Region betweea the 
burning Line and the frozen Pole. 
They account all that is above their de- 
grees in Religion, to be furious or in- 
diſcreet Zeal, and all below to be dead, 
cold Profanenels, They cenſure thoſe 
for Hypocriſy or unneceſſary Stritneſs, 
who are viſibly better, and ſtand upon 
proud compariſons with thoſe who. are 
viſibly worſe. And thus ſet off them- 
ſelves by taxing others. But how-eafily 
C0 Men deceive and damn themſelves ? 
Can 
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| | Ca 
Chriſt had apprehended him. He was very 
diligent to 1mprove the Divine Image Þ 
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4% Þ Can we have too much of Heaven up- 
7 F on the Earth? Can we become too like 
* Þ God, when a perfe& conformity tohim 
Z isour Duty and Felicity ? Indeed Mo- 
! ral Vertue confiſtsin a Mediocrity, not 
*Þ of the habitual Quality, bur of the Af- 
* Þ feftions and Aftions between the vici- 
* | ousextremities. Fortitude conſiſts in 
* | the mean between Cowardile, andraſh 
\ © Boldneſs; but how much the more con- 
firm'd the couragious Habit is, ſo much 
the more a Man excells in that Virtue. 
Liberality conſiſts between an indiſ- 
creet Protuſeneſs, and ſordid Avarice ; 
Patience between a ſoft Delicacy, and 
ſtupid Inſenſibility. Thus Philoſophic 

Virtueglories in its Beauty as pure and 
intire, between two vicious Deformi- 
ties. Andthe Religion of many is Pa- 
oaniſm dreſt up ina Chriſtian Faſhion. 
But this mediocrity only belongs to in- 
feriour Vertues, that reſpe& things of 
created limited goodneſs, and is deter. 
mined according to the worth of their 
Nature. But divine Graces reſpe& an 
ObjeQ ſupreamly Good, and their per- 
fetion conſiſts in their moſt excellent 
degrees,and the moſt intenſe AﬀeCtions 
and Operations that are leadiog to it. | 
| Faith inits Obedience, Hope io its Aſ- 
| ſurance, 
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ſurance, Love in its Ardour can never 
exceed. When the ObjeCt is Infinite, a 
mediocrity is vicious. Humility can 
never deſcend too low, nor Love af. 


" cend too high : for refleCting upon our 


natural and moral ImperfeCtions, that 
we were raiſcd from nothing, that we 
are defiled and debaſed with Sin, we 
cannot have too low thoughts of our 
ſelves. And fince God the Soveraign 
Being, infinite in PerfeCtions, and 1n- 
finitely amiable is the ObjeCt,no bounds 
or meaſure muſt be ſet to our AﬀeCti- 
ons,but with all our united Powers, al 
the Heart,and with all the Soul, and with 
all the Mind, and with all the Strength, 
we muſt love him, and pleaſe him, and 
endeavour to be beloved of him. 

" There are others will acknowledg 
their defeCfts, and tell you they do not 
pretend to eminent SanCtity, to the 
Graces of the Apoltles and Martyrs,nor 
aſpire to their degrees in Glory, they 
are content with a lower place in Hea- 
ven, and leſs ttrit Religion is ſuffici- 
ent for their purpoſe. "This deceit is 
—ns by Popery, that enervates 
and diſſolves many of our Saviour's 
Precepts, by teaching they are not Laws 
obliging all Chriſtians to A 
that 
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that will attain to eternal Life, but 
Counſels of PerfeQtion : if they are not 
done *tis no Sin, and the performance of 
them meritoriouſly intitles to a richer 
Crown. And though Mea by impure 
Indulgencies pleaſe their ſenſual Aﬀe- 
Qions, yet by taſting Purgatory in the 
way, they may come to Heaven on 
eaſier terms, than a univerſal reſpeCt to 
God's Commands, and an equal care to 
obſerve them. Bur Death will confute 
all theſe feeble wretched Pretences, for 
though the Saints above ſhine with an 
unequal brightneſs, as the Stars differ 
in Glory; yet none are there but 
Saints. And thoſe who do not mourn 
under their ImperfeCtions, and unfeign- 
edly defireand endeavour to be better, 
were never really good. The flothful 
Servant that did not waſte but negle 
ro improve his Talent, was caſt into 
outer darkneſs. There are different de- 
grees of puniſhments in Hell, but the 
leaſt miſerable there are miſerable for 
ever. In ſhort *tis a perfe& contradi- 
tion, a Prodigy, for any Man to think 
he is ſincere in his Choice,and prepar*'d 
in his AﬀeCQtions for the pure glorious 
Felicity in Heaven, that does not la- 
bour to cleanſe himſelf from all pollutions 
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of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Hoke : 


weſs in the fear of God. 


Secondly, The choice of EternalBe 
licity muft be early in the primeof ou Þ 
days. The rule of our Duty, andF 


Reaſon binds us to remember our Cres 
four is our Touth, to pay to him the 
firſt fruits of our Time and Strength, 
When we are ſurrounded with in. 
ticing Objets, and the Senſes are 
entire and moſt capable to enjoy 
them, when the elefting Powers are in 
their vigour, then *tis juſt we ſhould 
live to God,obey him as our Law-giver, 
and prefer the fruition of him in Hea- 
ven, «the reward of Obedience, before 
all the pleaſures of Vanity. *Tis very 
honourable and pleaſing to God to give 
the Heart to him, when the Fleſhand 
the World ſtrongly ſolicit to withdraw 
it. *Tis a high endearment of the Soul 
to him, when his Excellencies are pre- 
valent in the Eſteem and AﬀeCions a- 
bove all rhe Charms of the Creatures, 
And 'tis an unſpeakable ſatisfaQtion to 
the Spirit of a Man, to declare the 
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truth and ſtrength of his Love to God 
by deſpiling Temptations when they 
are molt inviting, and the Appetite 3s 
eager 
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eager for the enjoyment of them. But 
alas ! how many neglect their Duty, 
and defer their Happineſs ? They think 
it too ſoon to live for Heaven before 
the evil Days come, wherein they (hall 
have no pleaſure ; when they cannot 
ſin, and vainly preſume they can re- 

nat. The danger of this I hn CON» 
ider'd in the Diſcourſe of Death, and 
ſhall therefore proceed to the next 
Head. 


Thirdly, Our Choice of Heaven muſt 
be conſtant and laſting. 

The two principal Rules of the Spi- 
ritual Life are to begin and end well : 
to fix and eſtabliſh the main Deſiga for 
everlaſting Happinels, and from a de- 
terminate Reſolution and ratified Pur- 
pole of Heart to purſue it with firm- 
neſs and conſtancy : to live for Hea- 
ven, and with readineſs and courage 
to die for it, if the Glory of God fo 
require. Perſeverance is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary in all that will obtain the 
Eternal Reward. 


For the clearing this molt important 
Point, I will, 


Firft, 


Rev. 2, 


1 Cor. 13, 
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Firſt, Repreſent from Scripture the 
Idea of Perſeverance, that is at- 
tended with Salvation. 


Secondly, Conſider why 'tis fo ſtriQ. 
ly required, 


Firſt, Saving Perſeverance includes 
the permanent reſidence of Grace in the 
Soul: *Tis compoſed of the whole 
Chain of Graces, the union of holy Ha- 
bits that areat firſt infuſed into a Chri- 
ſtian by the ſanQifying Spirit. When 
Eternal Lite is promiſed to Faith, or 
Love, or Hope, 'tis upon ſuppoſal that 
thoſe Graces being planted in the Heart 
ſhall finally proſper. He that i faith- 
ful to the Death, ſhall inherit the Crown 
of Life. *Tis Love that never fails, that 
ſhall enter into Heaven. *Tis Hope 
firm unto the End, that ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed in a glorious Fruition. If 
Grace be dilleiſed by a uſurping Luſt, 
Apoſtacy will follow, and the forfei- 
ture of our right in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

2, Grace muſt be continually drawn 
forth into exerciſe according to our ſe- 
veral ftates and duties; and the va- 
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rious occalions that happen in our 
courſe through the World, Thoſe who 
are light in the Lord, are commanded to 
walk as Children of the Light ; to Ggnify 
the excellency and purity of the Chri- 
ſtian Life. Thoſe who live in the Spirit 
muſt walk in the Spirit ; that is, by a 
conſpicuous courſe of Holineſs declare 
the vigour and efficacy of the divine 
Principle that is communicated tothem, 
Paulum ſeptulte diſtat inertia celata vir 
tw : Verrue that breaks not forth into 
viſible Attions, is not worthy of the 
Name. The meer abſtaining from e- 
vil is not ſufficient, bur all the poſitive 
aQts of the holy Lifeare to be conſtant- 
ly done. In diſcharging both theſe 

rts of our Duty, compleat Religion 
1s a—_ and the power of Grace 
conſiſts. 

3. Perſeverance includes not only 
continuance in well-doing, but fervour 
and progreſs towards PecteCtion. There 
are two fix'd States, the one in Heaven, 
the other in Hell. The bleſſed Spirits 
above are arrived to the height of Ho- 
linefs. The Devil and damned Spirits 
are ſunk to the loweſt extremity of 
Sin. But in the middle ſtate here, 
Grace in the Saints is a riling growing 

Dd Light, 
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Light, and Sin in the Wicked improyes 
every day, like Poiſon in a Serpent that 
becomes more deadly by his Age. We 
are injoined not to remain in our firſt 
ImperteQtions, but to follow Holizeſs to 
the utmoſt iflue of our Lives, to its in- 
tire conſummation. For this end all 
the diſpenſations of Providence muſt 
be - improved whether proſperous 
or afflicting. And the Ordinances 
of the Golpel were appointed that 
in the uſe of them we may be chang- 
ed into the divine Image from Glory to 
Glory. 

4. Preſeverance is required notwith- 
{ſtanding all Temptations that may al- 
lure or terrify us from our Duries ; 
what ever afteCts us one way or other, 
" HDR 98 while we are clothed with frail Fleſh, 
nem incerpoſi- T'isthe fundamental Principle of Chri- 
tum ſuperatu- {tjanity declared by our Saviour, If 
ee ramen hoe ©) Dan will come after me, that is, be 
tanto appara-My Diſciple and Servant, let him deny 
ru, quod © himſelf, and take up his Crofs and follow 
Ce” 2; Even to be crucified with him, 
nifi coriusCor-rather than wilfully forfeit his Inte- 
porip nt 0" grity and Loyalty to Chriſt. He muſt 
ram ſcindar, &by a * ſacred fixt reſolution develt him- 
laborem mati-ſo[F of all things, even the moſt valued 
rionis exhau- 


riat, Paulia, and delirable in the preſent World, 
and 


"> = SY OO OSa.c7 7/7 


— 


Of HEAaven. 


403 


CO —y 


and aQually forſake them, nay enter- 
tain what is moſt diſtaſteful; and reſt 
snto Blood, tather than deſert his 
Duty. 

1, He muſt with unfainting Patience 
continue in doing his Duty, notwith- 
ſtanding all Miſferies and Calamities, 
Loſſes, Diſgraces, Torments, or Death 
it ſelf, which wicked Men, and greater 
Enemies, the Powers of Darkneſs, can 


inflict upon him. To them who by patient g,,. .. 


continuance in well doing ſeek for Glory, 
Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life is 


promiſed. He that endures to the End «x. 10. 23: 


(notwithſtanding the moſt rerrible Suf- 
feringsto which he isexpoſedfor Chriſt's 
ſake) ſhall be ſaved; In this a Chriſtian 
muſt be the expreſs image of his Savi- 
our, who for the joy that was ſet before 


him endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, - 


and is ſet down at the right hand of God. 
Diſgrace and Pain are Evils that hu- 
mane Nature has a moſt tender ſenſe 
of, yet the Son of God with a divine 
generoſity and conſtancy endured them 
in the higheſt degrees. He was ſcorn'd 
as a y King, and a falſe Prophet, 
He ſuttered a bloody Death, and by the 
Croſs aſcended toGlory. And we muſt 
follow him;ifwe defireto be where he is. 

Dd 2 2. But 
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2. But this is not the only trial of 
a Chriſtian, Proſperity is a more dan- 
gerous Enemy to the Soul, though Ad- 
verſity be more rigorous, 


Sevi0r armis 
Tacumbit luxuria : 


For the Spirit is excited by Peyils and 
Difficulties to ſeek to God for Strength, 
and with vigilant reſolute Thoughts 
unites all its Powers to oppoſe them ; 
but *tis made weak and careleſs by what 
is grateful to the ſenſual Inclinations, 
"4 cloſe the Spiritual Armour in 
the open encounter of Dangers that 
threaten its ruin, but 1s inticed to put 
it off by the careſſes and blandiſhments 
of the World. TIrdoes not ſee its E- 
nemies under the diſguiſe of a pleaſant 
Temptation. Thus Sin inſinuates its 
ſelf, and by ſtealing ſteps gets into the 
Throne without obſervation, A Man 
is wounded with a pleaſant Temptati- 
on as with the Plague, that flies in the 
dark, and Grace is inſenſibly weaken'd. 
From hence it 1s that Adverſity often 
reforms the Vicious, and Profperit 

corrupts the Vertuous. Now ws 
verance muſt be of proof againſt om 
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and Water, againſt what ever may ter- 
rify or allure us from our duty. 

5. Saving Perſeverance excludes not 
all Sins, but total Apoſtacy, and final 
impenitency, which are fatal and deadly 


under the New Covenant. If the Righ- Ezck. 18. 24. 


teous turneth away from his righteouſneſs, 
and committeth Iniquity, aud doth accor- 
ding to all the Abominations that the wick- 
ed Mas doth, ſhall he live ? all his Righte- 
ouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be men- 
tioned, in his Treſpaſs that he has treſpaſ- 


ſed, and in his Sin that he hath ſinned he 
ſball die. If any Man draw back, my web. to. 38. 


Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, ſaith 
the Lord. Theſe Threatnings imply, 
there is a poſlibility of the Saints fal- 
ling away conſidered in themſelves, but 
not that they are ever totally deſerted 
by the Holy Spirit, and left under the 
reigning Power of Sin. The Threat- 
nings are intended to awaken their 
Care, and are Preſervatives of them 
from Ruin, and have a ſingular Influ- 
ence on their Perſeverance. A vigilant 
and cautious Fear eſtabliſhes the cer- 
tainty of their Hope. Indeed from the 
Reliques of weakneſs and corruption 
in the Saints, they ſometimes aQually 
fall into preſumptuous Sins, and by 

Dd 3 rebellious 
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rebellious relapſes wound Conſcience, 
and let out much of the vital Spirits, 
their Graces and Comforts. But though 
the divine Nature 1g them is miſerab| 

waſtedby ſuch Sins,yet*tis not aboliſh, 
As afterthe Creation of Light, there 
was never pure and total Darkneſs in 
the World. Grace does not canſiſt ina 
Point, but is capable of Degrees. The 
new Creature may decline in Beauty 
and Strength,yet Life remain. Between 
a lively and a dead Faith there may be 
a fainting Faith; as in St. Peter, for 
certainly our Saviour was heard in his 
Prayer for him, that his Faith ſbould 
wot fail in his dreadful Temptation, 
TheSaints do not by a particular fall ex- 
tinguiſh the firſt living Principles of O- 
bedience, Faith and Love ; nor change 
theirlaſt end by an entire turning from 
God to the World. In fhort, a ſingle 
at of Wickedneſs does not reduce them 
into a ſtate of Unregeneracy : for *tis 
not the matter of the Sin ſingly conſi- 
dered, but the diſpoſition of the Sinner 
that denominates him. Tf Grace in the 
Saints ſhould utterly periſh, as ſome 
boldly aſſert, their recovery would be 
impoſſible. For the Apoftle tells us, 
that zf thoſe who were enlightned, and had 
| taſted 
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taſted of the Heavenly Gift that had been 
under ſome common Workings and 
lower Operations of the Spirit, if ſuch 


fall away univerſally, and live in a courſe 
- of Sinoppolite to their former illumi- 


nations and reſolutions, it is impoſſible 
to renew them by Repentance ; how 
much more then if thoſe who were 
truly ſandtifed by the holy Spirit, 
ſhould intirely loſe all thoſe graci- 
ous habits planted in them in their 
Regeneration ? But David, though 
guilty of Adultery and Murder, Sins 
of ſo foul a Natureas would diſhonour 
Paganiſm it ſelf, and made the Enemies 
of Gad to blaſpheme, was reſtored by 
Repentance. The Goſpel propounds 
a remedy not only for Sins committed 
before Converſion, but after it. If any 
Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. God 
does not revoke the Adoption, ' nor 
reverſe the Juſtification of a Believer, 
but upon ſcandalous diſorders, the ef- 
feQts of Juſtification are ſuſpended with 
reſpe&t to the new contracted puilr, 
till there be ſincere and aQual Repen- 
tance. He is not diſinherited, but his 
rightto the Kingdom of Heaven iseclip- 
ſed as to the comfortable ſenſe of it, 
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may ſuſpended, till by renovation he is 
qualified and made fit tor the enjoyment 
of that pure Inheritance. For thoſe 
Sins which are a juſt cauſe of excommu. 
nicating an Offender from the Church 
on Earth, would exclude him from the 
Kingdom of Heaven without Repen- 
tance, Our Saviour tells us, what is 
bound on Earth, is ratified in Heaven, 
And the Apoſtle expreſly declares of 
thoſe kinds of Sin for which Profeſſors 
muſt be removed from the Communion 
of Saints here, that they are an exclu- 
ſive bar from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But 1 have written to you, not to 

Company, if any that is called s Brother 
be a Fornicator, or Covetons, or an Idv- 
later, or a Railer, or a Drankard, oy an 
Extortioner : with ſuch a one, no not to 
eat. And know ye not that the Unrigh- 
reons ſhall not inherit the Kingdoms of 
God? Be not deceived : neither Forni- 


Tators, nor Idolaters, nor Adnltereys, noy 


Effeminate, nor Covetous,nor Drankayds, 
por Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall in- 
berit the Kingdom of God, If one that 
1s truly a Child of God fall into any of 
theſe Sins, till by an extraordinary 
Repentance he is prepared for Pardon, 
he cannot obtain it, © nor haye a com- 
$:% »++- - $4 & © . fortable 
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fortable hope of entring into Heaven. 
For only thoſe who are juſtified are glo- 
rifed. Indeed it is not imaginable 
where the Seed of God remains, the vi- 
tal Principle of Grace, as it does in all 
that are born of God, but that notori- 
ous Sins that cannot be concealed from 
the view of Conſcience,will cauſe ſtings 
and ſorrows proportionable to their 
malignity, nd conſequently a hatred 
and forſaking of them. Now Perſeve- 
rance principally reſpe&ts the End of 
our Courſe. There may be Interrup- 
tions in the way for a time, but if with 
renewed Zeal and Diligence we proſe. 
cute our bleſſed End, we ſhall not fall 


ſhort of it. 


Secondly, T come now to conſider the 
ſecond thing propounded, The Reaſon 
why Perſeverance is requiſite in all that 
will obtain Eternal Life, and 'ris rhis, 


' That their Sincerity may be diſcovered 


by conſtancy in Obedience under all 
rials, Bleſſed is the Man that endures 
Tempration, for when he i tried, he ſhall 


recerve the Crows of Life, which the Lord 


bath promiſed tathem that love him. The 
Law required unfinnipg Obedience " 
; eng 
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the Condition of Life, the Goſpel ac- 
cepts of Sincerity, but if that be want- 
ing, there is no Promiſe that gives 
right to the Reward. Now Sincerity 
implies ſuch an entire Love of God, as 
makes a Perſon ſubmit to all Duties 
commanded in his Law, and all Trials 
appointed by his Providence. A high 
Example we have of this in Abraham, 
when he was commanded to offer up 
hisonly Son T/aac,and by his own Hands, 
for a Burnt-Offering. This was to kill 
a double Sacrifice at one Blow, for the 
Life of Abraham was bound up in I/a- 
ac : he lived in him more dearly than 
in himſelf; all his Joy, all his Poſterity 
by Sarah had died in Iſazc. What re- 
ſentments, what reſiſtance of Nature 
did he ſuffer ? yet preſently he ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to perform his Duty. 
Whoever ſaw a more glorious Viftory 
over all the tender and powerful Paſh- 


ons of humane Nature ? O unexampled - 
Obedience ! being an Original without 


any Precedent to imitate, and without 
a Copy to ſucceed it. After this clear 
infallible Teſtimony of his Sincerity, 
the Angel declar'd from Heaven, Now 
T know that thou feareſt God, ſecing thou 
ha 
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haſt not withheld thy Son, thine only Son 
from mg. And 'tis ſaid concerning the 
followers of the Lamb, that they /o- 
ved not their Lives unto the Death. The 
Love of Chriſt that animated them in 
all their Suffterings, was {ſweeter than 
Life, and ſtronger than Death. 

Indeed there was a wonderful diffe« 
rence in the behaviour of the Martyrs 
under Sufferings, but in all the ſame 
Perſevering Grace was evident, though 
working variouſly. Some in the moſt 
beautiful Flower of their Age encoun- 
ter'd Fire and Sword, Tormentors and 
Torments, with that ſenſible Joy, with 
thoſe Songs of Praiſe to Chriſt, as if 
they ſaw the Heavens open with St. Ste- 
phen,and their Saviour ready to receive 
and crown them. But many others, as 


* Chry/oſtom teſtifies, went to the T'ri-* Homil. 5.de 


many appearances of Fear. Upon 
hearing the wild Beaſts roar, they were 
ſtruck with horror, at the fight of the 
Executioners and the Inftruments of 
Torment,they were paleand trembling. 
The Fleſh ſeem'd to cry out, Q let thu 
Cup paſs ou me, yet weak and faint, it 
followed the Spirit, that correCted - 
natura 


bunals, to the Theatres, to Death, with © 
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natural defire,with »ot my Will but thine 
be done. As the Moon in Eclipſe, 
though obſcure, yet goes on in a regu- 
lar courſe, as when *tis full of Lighc by 
the refleQion of the Sun : So thoſe de. 
folate Martyrs, though as it were for- 
faken, and deprived of the bright 
Beams of Comfort, yet perſever'd in 
their Profeſſion of the Truth. When 
one Word to renounce Chriſtianity 
would have ſaved them, no Torments 
could force it from them, but they pa- 
tiently endured all. Now in thele the 
Combat of Nature was viſible, and the 
admirable Power of Grace. They 
firſt overcame their own Fears, the re- 
IuQtancy of the carnal part, their Aﬀe- 
Qtion to whatever is deſirable in the 
World, which is the nobleſt ViQory, 
and then the Cruelty of their Perſecu- 
tors. In them was verified the Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit, Here i the pati- 
ence of the Saints, Here are they that keep 
5 Command of God and the Faith of 
Ef 15, 

But how many appear faithful while 
their Faith is not to be ſhewed by diffi 
cult Works, and proved by Sufferings. 
"The Seed that fell on the ſtony Ground, 

| ' ſprang 
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ſprang up as hopeful as the Seed in the 
good Ground at firſt ; but when Tri- 
bulation came,it wither'd away, want- 
ing the Root of Sincerity. And that 
which was ſown among Thorns, was 
choak'd by the Cares and Pleaſures of 
the World. Some Luſt in the Heart 
interweaves with the AﬀeCtions, and 
cauſes Apoſtacy. How many from glo- 
rious Beginnings have madea lamenta- 
ble End ? not only Mercenaries in Re- 
ligzon, whoſe Zeal is a foreign Com- 
plexion, not ſpringing from an inward 
Principle of Life and Health, relinquiſh 
even the profeſſion of Godlineſs, when 
their Gain ceaſes, bur ſome who have 
thought themſelves ſincere, yet in times 
of danger their Reſolutions, like the 
morning Dew, have ſuddenly vaniſh'd. 
As the tooliſh Builder that computed 
not the Charges of his deſigned Work, 
began to raiſe a magnificent Structure, 
but unable to finiſh it, laid the Foun- 
dation in his own Shame. They re- 
pented their Choice of Heaven, when 
they ſaw what ic muſt coſt them, and 
would fave the World with the loſs 

of their Souls. 
Others that began in the Spirit, and 
with raiſed Aﬀections ſer out in the 
ways 
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ways of Godlineſs; yet by the allure- 
mentsof ſenſual Luſts and Temptations, 
+ Quz juſtior ( and therefore with greater + Guilt) 
bus caufs, IEave their firſt Love, and end in the 
quam volunta- Fleſh. They fall from high Profeſſi- 
rus, an quam ng, but received by ſoft Pleaſures feel 
ito Not the Fall. Theſe were never ſin- 
plo 
Negationem cere, and never had a Right to Hea- 
Juyora com ven, They took up ſudden Reſoluti- 
PE unr, 1Nge- d d . r . d d 
nia carnii= ONS, NOt grounded 1n ſerious and deep 
cum,8 genera Thoughts, and for a Flaſh were hot 
Quis prone | and ative, but with great levity return 
negavir, qui to their former Luſts. The Apoſtle 
En tells us of ſuch, it had been better for 
lefarus ami- them they had not known the Way of 
fie? —_— Righteouſneſs, than to tarn back and v0- 
baie, an qui luntarily to forſake it. Tis obſerved that 
quum amitre- boiling Water taken off from the Fire, 
rer lufie? T7. congeals more ſtrongly than that which 
cepudicir, X 
was never heated: becauſe the ſubtile 
Parts being evaporated by the Fire, the 
more terreſtrial Parts remaining are 
more capable of Cold. So thoſe who 
have felt the Power of the Word in 
their AﬀeRtions, and afterwards loſe 
that holy heat, become more harden'd 
in their Sins. God juſtly withdraws 
his Grace, and the evil Spirit that was 
expelPd for a time, returns with ſeven 
worſe, and aggravates his Tyranny. _ 
0 
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To conclude ; Since the certainty of 
Salvation is conditional, if we perſevere 
in a holy State, let us beware of a cor- 
rupt Confidence, and a vicious DejeQi- 
on of Spirit, the truſting in our ſelves, 
or diſtruſting God. To prevent the 
truſting in our ſelves, conſider, 

1, The moſt excellent Creatures are 
by the inſtability of Nature liable to 
defection , ſubjet to a corruptive 
change. Of this the fallen Angels are 
a dreadful Example, who of their own 
motion, untempted, ſinned in Hea- 
ven. 

2, The Danger is greater of falling 
away, when they are urged and ſolici- 
ted by a violent or grateful Temptati- 
on, Thus our firſt Parents fell, and 
loſt more Grace in an Hour,than can be 
recovered by their Poſterity in all Ages 
to the end of the World. 

3. When there is ſupervenient Cor- 
ruption in the Creature, that inclines 
them with earneſt propenſity to forbid- 
den Things,and takes Flame from every 
Spark, the Danger is extream. Likea 
beſieged City that is 1n great hazard of 
taking, by Aſlaults from without, and 
Conſpiracies from within. Ler us there- 
tore be very watchful over our "_— 

an 
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and Senſes, and keep as much as is poſ- 

ſible at a ſafe diſtance from Temprati- 

ons. And be very diligent in the uſe of 

all holy Means to confirm and fortify 

our Reſolutions for Heaven, God pro- 

miſed to Hezekiah 15 Years, but not to 

preſerve his Life by Miracle ; he was 

obliged torepair the waſtingsof Nature 

by daily Food, and to abſtain from 

what was noxious and deftruftive to his 

Body. The Apoſtle excites Chriſtians, to 

work out their own Salvation with fear 

; and trembling, for it is God that works in 
—_— them to will aud to do of his good Plea: 
uoniamquem ſure, Let him that ftands take heed leſt 
tormidoloſa þze fall. None are a more eaſy Conqueſt 
pompa non tothe Tempter,than thoſe who preſume 
erruit,nec di- ypon their own Strength. We ſhould 
_ a be always jealous of our ſelves,from the 
nec ardentes ſad Examples of Apoſtacy in every 
-moz art Age. St. Ambroſe teſtifies from his own 
ticu:hinis vige- iro. that many after the coura- 
r- £.4xcere pious enduring of cruel Torments for 
.-@ Religion, the tearing open their Sides 
--: yramia that their Bowels appeared, and the 
oro Lurnng of ſome parts of their Bodies, 
p:-.: -.'1i0- YEE When led forth to finiſh the Vifory 
nc, 3:41: 1 lis of Faith, to be a triumphant SpefFacie 
> 1" t0 Angels and Men, when the bleſſed 
ne c+::pic. Rewarder was ready to put the Mar- 
tyrs 
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tyrs Crown on their Heads,at the fight 
of their mourning Wives and Children 
in the way, were overcome by Pity the 
weakeſt AﬀeQtion, and fail'd in the laſt 
at of Chriſtian Fortitude, We muſt 
pray tobe ſtrengthned with all Might, ac- 
cording to his glorious Power, unto all pa- 
tience and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. 
For ſome may vigoroully reſiſt one ſort 
of Temptation, and render themſelves 
to others. And if finally vanquiſh'd 
by one of thoſe Enemies, we loſe our 
Viftory and Crown. 

And as Preſumption betrays the 
Soul into the Devil's Snares, ſo a vici- 
ous dejeCtion of Spirit from a diſtruſt 
of Relief from God in our Difficul- 
ties, and his aſſiſtance with our un- 
feigned endeavours for Salvation is ve- 
ry pernicious. For this damps Induſtry, 
and cauſes either a total negle&, or un- 
comfortable uſe of Means tor that End, 
Many Chriſtians conſidering their Gra- 
ces are weak, their Nature fickle and 
apt to revolt, are ready (as David (aid, 
One day I ſhall periſh by the Hand of Saul) 
to conclude ſadly of the Iffue of their 
Condition. To encourage ſuch, let 
them conſider, that Perſeverance is not 
only a Condition, but a Privilege of 
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the Covenant of Grace; For that aſſures 

us of ſupply of ſpiritual Strength to the 

ſincere Believer for performing the 

Condition it requires. Indeed if Grace 

were the meer produCt of Free-Will, 
the moſt fervent Reſolutions would va- 

niſh into a Lie, upon the Aſſault of 
an overpowering Temptation. As 

Hezekiah acknowledged, that the Aſ- 
ſyrian Kings had deſtroyed the Gods of 
the Nations that were no Gods, but Idol; 

the work of Mens Hands. But ſanQify- 
ing Grace is the effeQt of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and he that begins that good Work in 
the Saints,will perform it until the day of 
JeſwsChriſt.Hethat inclin'd them joyful- 
ly to chule the Spiritual Eternal Good, 
will bind their unconſtant Hearts, that 
by a faithful adherence they ſhall cleave 
to their Duty and Felicity.God has moſt 
graciouſly declared, I will put my Spirit 
into their Hearts, that they ſhall never de- 
part from me. The Promiſe is founded 
in the unchangeable Love of God to 
his People. Were God, as Man, ſubjet 
to Variation, there might be Jealouſies 
in Believers leſt they ſhould loſe his 
good Will. As thole who depend on 
Princes, are ſuſpicious leſt from the 
natural inconſtancy of the human Will, 
a 


bn MO hed i At... 


© AAS. X 
LO 


of Haavan. | 


— 


anew Favourite ſhould ſupplant them, 
But whom God loves,he loves to the Exd. 
The Apoſtle prays for the Theſſaloni« 
ans, that God would preſerve them blame. 
leſs until the coming of Chriſt, by this 
Conſideration, faithful is he that calleth 
you, he will do it. He ſpeaks of the In- 
ternal Call, that opens the Heart, and 
overpowers all Reſiſtance, As whea 
the Angel came witha Light ſhining 
in the Priſon to St. Peter, and ſtruck: 
him on the Side, bid him ariſe quickly, 
looſed his Chains, and led him rhrough 
the Guards, open'd the Doors, and re- 
ſtored him to Liberty. The effeQual 
calling of a Sinner, is the viſible and in» 
fllible Effe& of eleting Mercy ; and 
God is unchangeable in his own pur- 
poſe, and faithtul to his Promiſes of 
bringing all ſuch by SanQitication to 
Glory. The ſame Apoſtle tells the 
Saints at Corizth, That the Redeemer 
would confirm them to the End : God 
is faithful, by whom ye are talled, 
Grace that was at firſt inſpir'd, is con- 


tinually aQtuated by the Spirit, who is ' 


filed theEarneſt of the Saints Inheritance. 
So that whereas the Angels that excell'd 
in ſtrength, kept not their firſt State of 
Purity and Glory, but are ſunk into 
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Corruption and Milery,yet truehumble 
Believers, though weak, and encompaſt 
with many Difficulties, ſhall be preſer- 
ved from deſtrutive Evil, and raiſed 
to an unchangeable Eitate of PerfeQi- 
on. This is as truly admirable, as if 
the Stars ſhould fall trom Heaven, and 
Clods of Earth aſcend and ſhine in the 
Firmament. The Apoſtle whoacknow. 
ledged his inſufficiency of himſelf to think 
4 good Thought, yer triumphantly de- 
clares, I can do all things (within the 
eompals of his Duty) through Chriſt that 
ſtrengthens me. The Love,Fidelityand 
Power of God are a ſure Fountain of 
Aſliſtance to every Chriſtian, that ſin- 
cerely reſolves and endeavours to pro- 
{ecute his laſt and bleſſed End. 


I ſhall now come to the Directions 
how to fix our Choice aright. 

This is a matter of everlaſting Con- 
ſequence, it therefore becomes us with 
the moſt intenſe application of Mind to 
conſider it, and according to the ad- 
' viceof Wiſdom, to keep the Heart with 
all diligence; for out of it are the iſſues 
of Life. 

Indeed the choice were not difficult 
between Iying Vaaities and ſubſtantial 
Bleſſedneſs, * 
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Blefledneſs, if uncorrupted Reaſon had 
the ſuperior ſway : but in this lapſed 
ſtateof Nature, the Underſtanding and 
Will are ſo depraved,that preſent things 
plealing to ſenſe, raviſh the Heart into 
a Compliance, Men are deceived, not 
compelled into ruin : the ſubtile Sedu- 
cer prevails by fair Temptations. This 
will be evident by reflecting upon the 
frame and compolition of Man, as he 
conſiſts of Spirit, Soul and Body, and 
the manner of his ating, The Spirit 
is the intelletive diſcerning Faculty, 
the Seat of Reaſon, capable to compare 
and judg of the qualities of things, and 
foreſce their iſſues. The Body includes 
the lower Faculties, the Senſes Fancy 
and Paſſions, that are converſant about 
preſent things. The Soul is the Will, 
the principle of Election, in the midſt 
of the other, as the Centre to which all 
their Addreſſes flow. Now upon the 
propoſal of the ſpiritual and carnal 
Good in order to Choice, the Will is 
to be directed by the Mind, and by its 
own Authority to rule the lower Paſ- 
ſions. But alas ! the Mind has loſt its 
primitive Light and Purity, Vigilance 
and Integrity, negleQs its Duty, and 
from Ignorance, Error and carnal Pre- 
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judices often pleads for the Fleſh: and 

the Will, the rational Appetite, is vo- 

luntarily ſubordinate andinſ{laved by the 

Senſirive. From hence it 1s that in the 

competition, Heaven withall its Glory 

1s deſpiſed, and the preſent World em- 

brac'd. 'To open this more particular- 

ly, conſider : 

1. The Senſes can only taſte and 
enjoy groſler dreggy Pleaſures. 

2. The Fancy that depends upon 

them in its Operations, and is guided 

by their Report, conceives of Felicity 

only under the notion of ſenſitive Plea- 

FR FG ſure. 'We may illuſtrate this by the 

ori, temper PraCtice of * Arerius a Painter, recorded 

glicjus fozmi- with Infamy,who being often imployed 

drag of to paint the Goddeſſes to be ſet in the 

Peas pingers Pagan Temples, always drew their 

ſub dilefarum PiCtures by the Faces and Complexions 

pd of his Harlots, that the Objects of his 

perabantur. 1Mmpure Love might have Veneration, 

Pi anda Divinity attributed to rhem, un- 

der the Titles,and pretence of Minerve, 

Juno, Diana, and the other Goddeſſes 

ador'd by the Heathens. This Impiety 

in an Idolater,is reſembled by Men who 

tancy Happineſs, (that is a ſpiritual 

divine PerteCtion enjoyed in the glo- 

rious Yiſlion of God) to be a carnal 

| Fruition, 
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Fruition, and having with ſenſible 
Colours and Lineaments repreſented it 
agreeable to their brutiſh Faculties, 
place it in their Hearts, and facrifice all 
their Thoughts, AﬀeCtions, and Service 
tO it. 

The Fancy 1s very powerful in Men 
upon a double account, 

1. The Underſtanding naturally re- 
ceives the Notions of Things by Phan- 
taſms that are ſtill mixing in its Con- 
templations. While the Soul is con- 
fined to a Tabernacle of Fleſh, it ap- 
prehends no Objet without the prece- 
dent excitation of the Senſes. From 
whence it is impoſſible, that a Perſon 
abſolutely deprived of Sight from his 
Birth, ſhould have an Idea of Light or 
Colours ; or that is born deaf, ſhould 
conceive what Sound is, the Senſe ne- 
ver having imparted an account of it 
to them. And the Image of the Obje&t 
is not immediately tranſmitted from the 
Senſe to the Mind, but firſt tothe Ima» 
gination, that prepares it for its view. 
And from hence the ſenſual Fancy is ſo 
predominant in {weying the Judgment, 
and inclining the Will. As thoſe Coun- 
{ellors of State that have the Ear of the 
Prince,and are continually with him, by 
Ee 4 ſje- 
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ſpecious Informations, and diſguifing 
Truth, influence him to approve or re- 
ject Perſons and Things according to 
the various AſpeQts given by them. The 
ſame ObjeQ propounded in a dark con- 
fuſed manner, weakly moves us, but 
varniſht and beautified with lively and 
pleaſant Colours by the Imagination, 
is armed with ſuch Power that raviſhes 
the eſteem of the Mind, and conſent of 
the Will. Now Celeſtial Happinels 
being purely Spiritual, ſuch & Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear beard, nor entred into 
the Heart of Man to conceive, though 
ſome diſcoveries be made of it by Re- 
velation, yet the Imagination makes 
ſuch an obſeure detratting Idea of it, 
that it affeQs no more, than a dead Sha- 
dow drawn in {ome imperfect Lines of 
an exquiſite Beauty : But when the 
Fancy 15 warmed and enlivened by the 


preſence of ſenſible ObjeQs, it makes a 


vigorous impreſſion of them ypon the 
Mind, and that repreſents the PiQtures 
of Pleaſure as very lovely and delight- 
ful to the Will, which preſently im- 
braces them, 
' 2. The Fancy has a marvellous force 
upon the ſenſitive Appetite, that eager- 
ly deſires what is repreſented as plea- 
fant, 


he, as as tw -. 


Of HEAven. 


425 


fant, though the enlightned Mind ſees 
through the Temptation, and knows 
*is a meer Dream, that brings neither 
ſolid nor durable Joy. One in a Feaver 
is pleaſed by imagining Fountains and 
Streams, though he knows that imagi- 
nary Waters cannot quench his Thirſt, 
nor afford the leaſt real Refreſhment. 
Now the ſenſitive Appetite being in- 
flam'd by the Fancy,imparts a contagi- 
ous Fire to the Will, and that induces 
the Mind,either to concur with it, and 
palliate the deceit, and to judg favou- 
rably according to its Inclinations, or 
makes it {lack or remiſs in its Office, 
diverting the . Thoughts from what 
might controul the Appetite ; or if the 
Underſtanding ſtill contradicts, yet *tis 
in ſo cold and ſpeculative a matter, that 
the Law of the Members rebels againſt 
the. Superior Light, and is too | —_ 
for the Law of the Mind, and that Say- 
ing is verified, 


Video meliors probog; 
Deteriora ſequor. 


I ſee what is worthy to be choſen, but 
purſue what is to be abhorr'd. Thus 


miſerably weak are the rational guiding 
owers 
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Powers in Man fince his Fall, thus im- 
perious and violent the brutiſh .Fa- 
culties. In ſhort, illuſion and concupiſ- 
cence are the principal Cauſes why the 
moſt noble and divine Good is under- 
valucd and rejetted in compariſon of 
mferior tranſitory Vanities. O the 
cheap Damnation of beguiled Souls ! 
A Meſs of Pottage was more valuable 
to Eſau, than the Birth-right that had 
annext toit the Regal and Prieſtly Dig- 
nity. Unwiſe and unhappy Wretches ! 
that follow lying Vanities, and forſake 
their own Mercies. 

Thus I have briefly ſet down the 
proceſs of Mens fooliſh choice in this 
degenerate State. Now that we may 
with a free uncorrupted Judgment 
compare things in ordertoa wiſeChoice 
of true Felicity, it follows from what 
has been faid, that as the Apoſtle in 
obeying his Heavenly Commiſſion, 
conferr d not with Fleſh and Blood. We 
mult not in this matter of infinite im- 
portance, attend, 

1. To the Suggeſtions and Deſires of 
the Senſes and carnal Appetite, which 
are the worſt Counſellors, as being 
uncapable of judging what is our pro- 
per Happineys, deceitful and importu- 
nate, Firſt, 
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© Firſt, They are uncapable of appre- 
hending Spiritual Eternal Things, 
which alone bring fit and compleat fſa- 
tisfattion to the Soul, and cannot look 
forward to the end of ſinful Pleaſures, 
and ballance the terrible Evils they 
leave at parting, with the ſlight vaniſh- 
ing content that ſprings from their Pre. 
ſence. Therefore as blind Perſons lay 
hold on things they feel,ſo the ſenſitive 
Faculties,that are blind and brutiſh, ad- 
here to groſs preſent enjoyment, not 
underſtanding the pure ſpotleſs Felici- 
ty that is to come, and deſpiſing what 
they do not underitand. Now who 
would in an Afair upon which his All 
depends, adviſe with Children & Fools, 
whoſe Judgment of things is without 
Counſel, their Counſel without Dil- 
courſe, their Diſcourſe without Rea+ 
fon? There is nothing more contrary 
to the order of Nature, than for Men 
that ſhould affe& with Judgment, to 
judg by their AﬀeQions. 

2, The Carnal Appetite with its 
Luſts are very deceitful, a Party within 
holding correſpondence with our Spi- 
ritual Enemies, the Armies of evil An- 
gels, ſoaRtive and aſſiduous in conſpi- 
ring and accompliſhing the Damnation 
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of Men. The Devil 1a Scripture is 
called the Tempter by way of eminence, 
who _— and improves all 'Temp- 
tations, and his pernicious Deſign is b 

the Objes of Senſe,ordered and made 
more alluring and killing by his various 
Arts, to engage the Aﬀections into a 
compliance, and ſo to gain the Will, 
Now our great danger is not ſo much 
from Satan the Enemy without, as from 
the Carnal Appetite,the Traitor within, 
that gives him the. firſt and eaſy en+ 
trance into the Soul. He can only en- 
tice by repreſenting what is amiable to 
Senſe, but' the corrupt Appetite in- 
clines to the cloſing with it. He temp- 
ted Jeſus Cliriſt, but was repeld with 
ſhame, having found nothing within him 
to work upon. The perfeCt regularity of 
Faculties in our Bleſſed Saviour was not 
inthe leaſt diſorder'd neither by his fair- 
eſt Inſinuations,or moſt furious Aſlaults; 
And we might preſerve - our inno- 
cence inviolable notwithſtandingall his 
Attempts, did not fome corrupt Aﬀe- 
Qtion, cheriſh'd in our Boſoms, lay us 
naked and open to his poiſon'd Darts, 
The Apoſtle Peter, who had a Spiritual 
Eye,and diſcern'd wherein the ſtrength 
of our great Enemy lies, admoeniſhes 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, Dearly Beloved, T beſeech you, 
4s Strangers and Pilgrims, abſtain from 
fleſhly Luſts, that war againſt the Soul. 
And we are told by him, That the 
Corruption that is in the World, « 
> Luſt. The outward ObjeQts are 
uſeful and beneficial in their kind, the 
abuſe of them is from Luſt, The Poi- 
ſon is not in the Flower, but in the 
Spider. *Tis therefore infinitely dange- 
rous to conſult, or truſt our carnal Fa- 
culties in this matter, for they are 
brib'd and corrupted, and will com- 
mend temporal things to our choice. 

3. The ſenſual AﬀeQtions are ſo nu- 
merous and clamorous,ſo vehement and 
haſty, that if they are admitted to 
counſel and give the deciſive Vote, the 
Voice of Conſcience will not be heard 
or regarded. In concernments of a 
lower Nature, 'tis conſtantly ſeen, 
that nothing more diſturbs Reaſon, and 
makes Men improvideant & precipitant 
in their Determinations, than a dilor- 
dered Paſſion. From hence, *tis a pru- 
dent Rule, That as 'tis not fit to eat in 
the height of a Fever, becauſe the Meat 
feeds the Diſeaſe, by increaſing the 
feverifh, not the vital heat : ſo *tis not 
good © deliberate in the heat of any 
AtteQion, 
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AﬀeRion. For then 'the Thoughts 
ſtrongly blow up the Paſſion, and 
{mother Reaſon,and the Mind is rather 
a Party than a Judg: but after the de- 
Clination of that Fever in the Soul, in 
a quiet interval, *tis ſeaſonable to.con» 
ſider. Now if any ſimple Paſhon when 
moved, tranſports and confounds the 
Mind, and makes 1t uncapable of judg- 
ing aright, much more the ove of the 
World, an univerſal Paſſion that reigns 
in Men, and has ſo many ſwarming de- 
fires anſwerable to the variety of Rnſi 
ble things, and therefore is more unru- 
ly, laſting and dangerous than any par- 
ticular Paſſion. In ſhort, ſenſual Aﬀe-. 
tions captivate the Mind, and hinder 
its due conſidering the folly and obli- 
quity of the carnal choice, and when 
incens'd (as diſtrated Perſons whoſe 
Strength grows with their Fury) vio- 
lently breakall the reſtraints the under- 
ftanding can apply from reaſon and re- 
velation, 

2. In order to make a right Choice, 
we mult be very watchful leſt the gene- 
ral Example of Men taint our Reaſon, 
and cauſe an immoderateefteemof tem- 
poral things. The whole World lies in 
W ichedweſs in a ſenſual Sty, Without 

Conſcience 
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Conſcience of its Miſery, or care of 

regaining its Happineſs, deceived and 

pleaſed with ſhews of Felicity. The 

way to Hell is broad,as the inclinations 

of the licentious Appetite ; pleaſant, as 

the delights of Senſe ; fo plain and eaſy, 

that Men go to it * blindfold ; and fo * Biz 
frequented, that it would force Tears 

from any conſidering Perſon, to ſee 

Men ſo haſty to meet with Damnation. 

When Ca/ifto the Harlot reproach'd So- 

crates that there were more followers 

of her Beauty than his Wiſdom 3 the 

+ Philoſopher replied, That was not += Z 347 
ſtrange, becauſe it was much eaſier to 77.9777 
draw them in the way of Pleaſure, that «yu, i1& 3 
is ſteep and ſlippery, than to conſtrain ## 7 e- 
them to aſcend to Vertue, ſeated on a | drag 4->2 
Hill, where the aſcent is flow, and with 5 4r% 65% 
toil and difficulty, Now there is no- ©%Xs. 75 
thing more contagious than Example. lian. 1. 3. 
Weblindly conſent withthe Multitude, c- 32- 

and are poſſeſt with fooliſh Wonder, 

and carnal admiring of worldly Great- 

neſs, Treaſures and Delights,negle&ing 

to make a due eftimation of things. 

"Tis the ordinary Artifice of the Devil 

to render temporal things more valuable 

and attractive to particular Perſons, 

ſrom the common practice of Men who 


greedily 
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greedily purſuethemas their Happineſs, 
As ſome crafty Merchants, by falſe re- 
ports raiſe the Exchange, to advance 
the price of their own Wares. The 
Men of the World are under the dire- 
ion of Senſe, and think them oaly to 
be wiſe and happy that ſhine in Pomp, 
abound in Riches, and overflow in 
Pleaſures, The Pſalmitſt tells us of the 
proſperous Worldling,that while he lives, 
he bleſſes his Soul; and Men will praiſe thee 
when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. By vici- 
ous imitation our Judgments are more 
corrupted, and our Paſſions rais'd to 
higher degrees for painted Vanities, 
The AﬀeCtions in the purſuit of earthly 
things are inflam'd by the contention 
of others. And when holy Deſires 
and Reſolutions ſpring up in Men, yet 
ſo powerful isthe cuſtom of the World, 
that they often become ineffeQual. 
As a Ship whoſe Sails are filPd with a 
fair Wind, but makes no way, ſtopt by 
the force of the Current. Now to for- 
tify us againſt the pernicious influence 
of Example, conſider, 

1. *Tis moſt unreaſonable in this Af- 
fair of ſo vaſt moment to be under the 
direction of the Multitude, For the 
moſt are ſottiſh and ſenfual, govern'd 
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by the uncertain motions of a giddy vo- 
lub cy, and roving impetuous 
Paſſions ; fothat to be led by their ex- 
ample, and diſregard rhe ſolid immortal 
rules of heavenly Wiſdom, isas perfet 
madneſs, as for one to follow a herd of 
Swine through the Mire, and leave a 
clean Path that lies before him, If 
there were but few in an Age or Coun- 
try that were deluded with falſe Ap- 
pearances, it would be a difgrace to 
imitate the pratice of the Fooliſh : and 
ſhall the great numbers of the Earthly- 
minded give Reputation and Credit to 
their Error? He were a ſtrange Fool 
indeed, that ſhould refuſea ſingle piece 
of counterfeit Money, and receive a 
great heap in payment, as if the num- 
ber added a real value to them. *Tis 
therefore a neceſſary point of Wiſdom 
ro deveſlt all + vulgar Prejudices, to ſe- 
parate our ſelves from the Multitude, 
that we may ſee the vanity of Things 
that dazle inferior Minds. 

2, Conſider the univerſal Judgment 
even of the worldly Mea 1n their laſt 
and ferious Hours, when the Proſpect 
of Eternal _ is open before them. 


f Nunquam 
de vita judica- 
rur, ſemper 
credicur, ſana- 
binwr,ft modo 
ſeparemur a 
cceru. Ser, de 
vir, Bear. 


How valtly difterent are their Appre- 


henfions of Sanger Things in the re- 
F 
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view, from what they were in their vi- 
cious Deſires?-. How ofren do th 

break forth in the forrowful Words of 
the Apoſtle, We' have been toiling all 
Night, and caught nothing ? When there 
are but a few remaining Sands in the 
Glaſs of Time, and Death ſhakes the 
Glaſs before them, how powertully do 
they preach of the emptineſs and uncer- 
tainty of Things below, aud ſigh out ih 
Solomon's Phraſe, All is vanity? And 
this is more ſingularly obſervable in 
thoſe who have had the fulleſt enjoy- 
ment of earthly Things. How do they 
complain of the vain World, and their 
vainer Hearts, when Experience has 
convinc'd them of their-woful Folly ? 
Solomon who was among other Princes, 
as the Sun in the midſt of the Planets, 
that obſcures them by his 1lluſtrious 
Brightneſs, He that had ſurveyed this 
Continent of. Vanity, to make an Ex- 
perimentwhether any ſatisfaCtion could 
be found in it, at laſt ſadly declares, 
that all things here below are but ſeve- 
ral kinds ww, ranks of Vanities, as inet- 
feftual to make Men happy, as coun- 
terfeit Jewels of ſeveral Colours are to 
enrich the Pofſeſſor. Nay theyare not 
only Vanity, but Vexation, an empty 
ow 
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ſhow that has nothing rea], but the 
vexation of diſappointment. And ſhall 
we not value the judgment of Men 
when they are belt inftrufted, and give 
credit to their Teſtimony when they 
areſincere? Certainly in their Approa- 
ckes to the Divine Judgment they are 
moft conſiderate and ſerious, they have 
thetrueſt and juſteſt thoughts of Things; 
and moſt freely declare them. O = 
aſtoniſhing Folly of Men! they will not 
be convinc'd of theerror of their ways, 
till they come.to the end of them, and 
theSua is ſet, and no time remains for 
their returning into the way of Life. 


I ſhall proceed to ſhew further what 
is neceſſary to dirett us in our choice, 
that we may not fall into the double 
Miſery, of being deceived with a falſe 
Happineſs for a little time, and depri- 
ved of true Happineſs for ever. 


Firſt, A found and ſtedfaſt belief of 
unſeen Eternal Thing. 


Cecondly, Serious Conſideration of 
the vaſt difference between things 
that are the objects of Sight, and 
that are the objects of Faith. 

f 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, The ſound and ſtedfaft belief 
of Eternal Things is requiſite to dire& 
our choicearight. Fatth is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not ſeen. It aſſures us of their reality 
and worth as it they were before our 
Eyes, and in our aCtual Poſſeſſion, 
This Divine Light governs and conduQts 
the Will to chooſe wiſely, and excites 
all the pratick Powers tor the prevent- 
ing the greateſt Evils,and the obtaining 
perfect Felicity, When the Devil, the 
deadly Flatterer, by inviting repreſen- 
tations of the World intices the Heart, 
the ſerious belief of the future reward 
ſo glorious and eternal, diſgraces the 
moſt ſplendid Temptations, and makes 
them ineffeCtual. This i the Vittory that 
overcomes the World, even our Faith. Tt 
rempted to Lafciviouſneſs by the allure- 
ments of an earthly Beauty, Faith re- 
preſcntstheangelical luſtre of the Saints, 
when they ſhall come with the unſpot- 
ted Lamb n his glorious appearance,and 
thisunbinds the Charm, and makes the 
tempting Perfon an obje&t not of De- 
ſire, but Averſation. If tempted with 
Honour to a ſtnful compliance, Faith 


repreſents fo convincingly the Glory 


which 
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which all thoſe who preſerve their Con- 
ſcience and Integrity inviolable, ſhall 
receive at the univerſal Judgment, in 
the preſence of God, and the holy An- 
gels, (as our Saviour has promis'd, He 
that ſerves me, him will my Father honour) 
and the confuſion wherein the moſt ho- 
nourable Sinners ſhall then be cover'd, 
that with a generous diſdain all ſecular 
honours will be deſpiſed. And it is as 
powerful to enervate the Temptation 
of temporal Profit. Weread of Moſes, 
that by Faith, when he was come to Tears, 
(and therefore more capable to under- 
ſtand and enjoy what Felicity the 
brighteſt Honours and greateſt Riches 
could afford) refuſed to be called the Son 
of Pharaoh's Daughter ; chuſing rather to 
ſuffer Aﬀiittion with the People of God, 
than to efrjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt 
greater Riches than the Treaſures of t- 
gyPpt : for he had reſpett to the recompence 
of Reward. Andall the Evils which a 
wicked World, inſpir'd with rage from 
Satan, can threaten to fright us from 
our Duty, Poverty, Diſgrace, Baniſh+ 
ment, nay Torments and Death, thoſe 
terribles viſu forme,1o heightned by the 
carnal Fancy, are eaſily overcome by a 
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ſincere and ſtrong Believer, Thus ſome 
who were urge y ſuch motives to 
renounce their Religion, told the Per- 
ſecutors,that Lite was not ſweet tothem 
if they igh: not live Chriſtians, nor 
Death bitter if they muſt die for Chriſt, 
Nee vereamur A [iyely firm perſwaſion of the excel. 
_ J29 ence and eternity of the Reward, what 
do occidimur Miraculous effets would it produce ? 
coronari. CP. N othing would be impoſſible within 
the compaſs of our Duty, either to do 
or ſuffer in order to a glorious Immor+ 
tality. Faith has a celeſtial Power, a 
magaetick Virtue to draw up the Heart 
from the Earth, and faſtens it to things 
above. It is not imaginable that a clear. 
ſighted Soul, that ſeesa Good infinitely 
great, ſhould rejeCt it for mean things 
to pleaſe the lower Deſires. We may 
as probably imagine, that a skilful Jew- 
e!!er would part with the richeſt Ort 
ental Pearls, for Cherry Stones to play 
with Children. ; 
From hence we may diſcover the 
true cauſe of the —_— of the great 
Salvation offered in the Goſpel,che Word 
preached does not profit, not being mixt 
with Faith in them that hear it. It is a- 
ſtoniſhing to conſider that Earth ſhould 
contend with Heaven for our AﬀeCti- 
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ons, and prevail againſt it ; that Vani- 
ty ſhould tura the Scale againſt the ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory ; that 
Mea {bould purſue Iheriog Shadows, 
and neglett the mott excellent Realities, 
as if they could be happy here, and con- 
tinue for ever, and hereafter there were 
neither Happineſs nor Eternity. But 
this releaſes the wonder, that all Mex 
have not Faith. Eternal Things are not 
of conſpicuous moment in the carnal 
Ballance, Someare Infidels in Profeſ- 
ſion, openly declaring themſelves to be 
without Religion, without God, and 
have the ſame credit of the Heaven 
apd Hell diſcovered in the Goſpel, as 
of the Elyſian Fields, and Stygian Lake, 
the Fables of the Poets. Thele live as 
if they ſhould never dic, and die as if 
they ſhould never live in the other 
World, as if Death cauſed fo deep a 
ſleep, that the Voice of the Son of God 
Ka. f not awaken them at the laſt day. 
Their Unbeliet js not from Reaſon,bur 
vicious oppoſite AﬀeCtions ; for the 
truth of the Eternal State 1s ſo clearly 
revealed, and ſtrongly eſtabliſh'd in the 
Goſpel, that the fincere Mind mult 
readily aſſent to it. But the Wicked 
cannot delight in the diſcovery of that 
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for which they are* unprepared, and 
therefore try all ways toeludethe Force 
of the moſt ſatisfying Arguments, 
Their Infidelity is obſtinate and incura- 
ble.An inſtance whereof we have in the 
Phariſees, who rejeted our Saviour, 
Tho all the CharaQters of the Meſſiah 
were conſpicuous in his Perſon, tho his 
Dodrines were confirmed by Miracles, 
yet they would not yield up themſelves 
tothat omnipotent conviftion,ſoſtrong 
were their carnal Prejudices againſt his 
humble State, and holy DoQtrines. 
That Reproach 1s more juſtly due to 
Infidels under the Goſpel, than to 1/rae! 
in the Prophet : Who i blind as my Ser- 
vant ? The Heathens who are blind 
from their Birth, and have only. ſome 
glimmering apprehenſions that Eterni- 
ty ſucceeds Time,are leſs culpable than 
thoſe who have infinitely more reaſon 
to believe it, and yet believe it leſs. 
The Plea for them will be a terrible Ac- 
cuſation againſt ſuch Unbelievers. If 
a blind Perſon falls, it moves Compaſ- 
ſion ; but if one voluntarily ſhuts his 
Eyes againſt the Sun, and refuſes the 


Direction of the Light, and falls from a 


Precipice, his Ruin is the juſt Conſe- 
quence of his Folly. Simple Ignorance 
: | : CX- 


Of Heaven. 


excuſes as to the degrees of the Fault, 
but affefted wilful Ignorance, now 
Reaſon and Revelation with united 
Beams give ſo clear a proſpeCt into the 
Eternal World, aggravates the Guilt 
and Sentence of ſuch Unbelievers. 
Beſides, the moſt who are Believers 
in Title, are Infidels in Heart. Our $a- 
viour tells the Jews, who pretended the 
higheſt Veneration to the Writings of 
Moſes, That if they had believed Moſes, 
they would have believed him, for Moſes 
wrote of him. It Mea did ſeriouſly be- 
lieve ſuch an excellent Reward, as the 
Goſpel propounds, would it be a cold 
unperſwaſive Motive to them? The 
depravatioa of the Will argues a cor- 
re{pondent defe& in the Mind ; though 
not abſolute total Infidelity, yet ſuch 
a weakneſs and wavering in the Aſent, 
that when Temptations are preſent and 
urgent, and it comes to actual Choice, 
Senſe prevails over Faith. This will 
be clear by Univerſal Experience in 
temporal Things. The probable hope 
of Gain, will make thoſ: who are 
greedy of Gold, prodigal of their Lives, 


' and venture through tempeſtuous Seas 


to accompliſh their Deſires. And if the 
belief 
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belief were equal, wonld not Men do 
or ſuffer as much for obtaining what 1s 
infinitely more valuable ? A firm Aſſent 
would produce adhereace, and Faith in 
the Promiſes, Fidelity in obeying the 
Commands of Chriſt. Tertullian pro- 
pounds it as a powerful incentive to 
the Martyrs, Qu# ergo non libentiſſim? 
taptyr pro vero habeat erogare, quantum 
alii pro falfo ? VIho would not joyfully 
facrifice Life andall its Indearments, to 
obtain true Bleſſednefs, which others do 
for the vain Appearance of it? Men 
may be gs truly Subjeas without fub- 
jeftion, as Relievers without a Hea- 
venly Converſation, which is infepa- 
rable from the Reality of Faith. Ma- 
ny in the Boſom of the Church are as 
truly, though not fo notorioufly, Infi- 
dels, as Turks and Heathens. In- 
deed even in true Believers the appre- 
henſion of eternal Things has ſuchgreat 
allays, that temporal Things are over- 
valued and over-feared. A ftrong Faith 
in the Truth and Power of God, would 
make the glorious World fo ſure and 
near 1nour Thoughts, that with indif- 
ferent AﬀeQions we ſhould receive 
good or evil Things here, Rejoice 4s if 


we 
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we 'rejoiced” not, and mourn 4s if me 
mourned not. Our Lives would be fo 
regular and pure, as if the Judg were 
to come the next Hour,as if the Sun did 
now begin to be darkned, and the 
Trumpet of the Arch-Angel were 
lounding, and the noiſe of the difſol- 
ving World were univerſally heard. 
Infidelity deads the Impreſſion, and 
ſuppreſſes the reigning Power of Eter- 
nal Things in our Hearts, In ſhort, 
Mea are heavenly or earthly in their 
Choice and Converſation, as they are 
direQed by the ſincere Light of Faith, 
or miſled by the falſe Beams of Senſe, 


Secondly, The ſecond Thing requi- 
ſite in order to a wiſe Choice, is Conſji- 
deration. For as by Faith the Vertue 
of. the Reward is diffuled through all 
the Faculties, and the Powers of the 
World to come are felt in the. Soul; ſo, 
by conſideration, Faith is exerciſedand 
becomes effeCtual. This umtes and re- 
inforces the Beams of Eternal Truth, 
and inflames the AﬀeCtions. As the 
Plalmiſt expreſles himſelf, My Heart 
was hot within me while 1 was muſings, the 
Fire burned. Heaven is a Felicity fo 

glorious 
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glorious and attrative, that if duly 
conſidered, no Man can: poſſibly re- 
fuſe it: and Hell is a Miſery ſoextream 
and fearful, that if ſeriouſly laid to 
Heart, none can poſſibly chuſe it. The 
laſt End is to be conceived under the 
Notion of an infinite Good, without 
the leaſt mixture of Evil, to which the 
humane Will ſwayed by the invincible 
Impreſſion of Nature, has a tendency. 
The Liberty of Indifference is with 
reſpe&t to ſome particular good Things, 
which may be variouſly repreſented, 
ſo as to cauſe Inclination or Averſion. 
Thoſe Men who believe Eternal Life is 
the Reward of Holineſs, yet with a 
careleſs Inadvertency paſs -over their 
Duty ; and that Eternal Death is the 
Wages of Sin, yet ſecurely continue 
init, 1s more wonderful than to ſee 
Martyrs ſing in the Flames ; and the 
great Cauſe of it is the negleCt of Con- 
{ideration. This is affigned to be the 


Cauſe of that unnatural and aftoniſh- 
ing Rebellion of Iſrael againſt God 
their Father and Sovereign : Hear, 0 
Heavens, and give Ear, O Earth : for 
the Lord hath ſpoken, T have nouriſhed and 
brought up C bil 


aren, and they have rebel- 
led 
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led againſt me. The Ox knows his Owa- 
er, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib : but * 
Iſrael doth not know, my People doth not 
conſider. 

This Duty as it is of admirable Ad- 
vantage, fo *tis univerſally neceſfary ; 
for all are equally concern'd, and it is 
within the Power of all to perform. 
Though Men cannot convert them- 
ſelves, yet they may conſider what is 
preparatory to Converſion. For the 
Will may turn the Thoughts of the 
Mind to any ſort of Objetts. 

- Twill briefly ſhew the Nature of this 
Duty, and how to manage it for ſpiri- 
tual Profit, and thoſe Objetts from 
whence our —_— derive vigour 
for the ſwaying of the Will and the 
Conduct of the Life. 

1. The Nature of Conſideration is 
diſcovered by its End, which is this; 
Thatthe Mind being fatisfied in the juſt 
Reaſons upon which the Choice of Hea- 
ven is to be made, the Will and Afﬀe- 
Qtions may be engaged in an earneſt 
joyful and conſtant purfuit of it. And 
ia this reſpe& it differs from ſimple 
Knowledg, and naked Speculation, 
that- informs the Mind without Influ- 
ence 
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ence and Efficacy upon the Heart 2 
sLike a Garland of Flowers that adorns 
the Head without any benefit and re- 
freſhing to him that wears it. And 
pratical Meditation differs from the 
ſtudy of Divine Things in order 40 
the inſtrufting of others. That is 
like a Merchant's buying of Wine for. 
Sale, this like providing it for our own 
uſe. | 

2. That the Conſideration of Eter« 
nal Things may be effetual, it muſt 
be 

I. Serious and deliberate. For the 
Afﬀair is great ia reality above all ,pa{+ 
ſible Conception or-Compariſon. All 
other things how conliderable ſoever in 
themſelves, yet reſpectively and in pas 
rallel with this, are of no account. ',Qar 
Saviour told Martha, One thing is ;ne- 
ceſſary : Marv hath choſen the better part, 
that ſhall not be taken from her. What 
Inſtance can be of equal moment with 
that of catertaining the Son of God ? 
Yet aſcrious attention to the Words of 
Eternal Lite Uropping from his Lips, 
was more mcceflary than making pro- 
viſion forhun. The greateſt _ moſt 
weighty Afairs in the World are but s 
vain 
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yvain'Employment, but Irregularity and 
Impertinence,in compare with Erernal 
Salvation. Andthe:greateſt ſolemniry 
of Thoughts is requiſite, to undeceive 
the Mind,and ingage the Wilkfor Hea- 
ven. *Tis very obſervable that Errors 
in Judgment and-Choice ſpring from 
the ſame Caules,the not ſincere and due 
weighing of Things. In the deciſions 
of Queſtions, Truth is diſcovered by 
comparing, with ar equal ſtaid Attent1- 
on, the -Reafons of the one and-the 
otheripart : -But when ſome vicious Af- 
feaion contradifts the Truth, it fills 
the Mind with Prejudices, that it can- 
not inapartially fearch into Things, and 
is deceived 'with {pecious Fallacies, 
with the Image of Truth. For ac- 
cording to the; preſent application of 
the Mind *tis determined, and Paſſion 
ſtrongly applies it to conſider that 
which 1s for the Carnal Intereſt, -and 
"conſequently Inclination, not Reaſon, 
is the Principle of the Perſwahon. And 
this" is more” evident- in 'Mens fooliſh 
Choice: As the Eye cannot ſee but 
what is viſible,' nor the Underſtanding 
conceive what 1s not» Intelligible, rhe 
Will cannot tove-and chuſe what is not 
amiable, 
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amiable, at leaſt in ſhew. If the De- 
vil did appear without a Diſguiſe; he 
would have no Power to perſwade, but 
in all his Temptations there is the mix+ 
ture of a Lie to make it pleaſant, He 
preſents a falſe PerſpeQive, to make 
what is but ſuperficial appear ſolid and 
ſubſtantial. And the carnal Heart turns 
the Thoughts to what is grateful, with. 
out ſeriouſly conſidering what is inh- 
nitely betrer,and accordingly chuſes by 
the Eye of Senſe, the happineſs of this 
World. Therefore till Eternal Things 
are open'd in the view of Conſcience, 
and the Mind calmly confiders by the 
Light of Faith their Reality and Great- 
ns right valuation,nor wiſe choice 
can be made. 

Beſides, the moſt clear and rational 
enforcements by the aCtings of the 
Thoughts, are neceſſary to make a 
ftrong impreſſion on the AﬀeQtions;and 
reſcue them from the captivity of the 
Fleſh.In other thingsas foon asthe Mind 
is inlightned, the Will refolves, and the 
inferior Faculties obey ; but fuch is the 
reſiſtance of the carnal Heart,that altho 
*ris evident from infallible Principkes 
there is aneverlaſtingGlory, infinitely to 

be 
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be preferr'd above the little appearances 
of Beauty and Pleaſure here, vet the 
moſt: piercing Reaſons enter heavily 
without earneſt inculcation. Slight 
or ſudden Thoughts -may produce 
— AﬀeQtions of complacence, 
or diſtaſte, and fickle Relolutions; 
that like ſick Feathers drop away, 
and leave the Soul naked to the next 
Temptation; but folema and fixed 
Thoughts are powerful on the Heart, 
in making ' a thorow and laſting 
Change. When the Clouds difſolve in 
a gentle Shower,the Earth drinks in all, 
and is made Fruitful ; but a few ſprink- 
ling Drops, or a ſhort ſtorm of Rain, 
that wets only 'the Surface,  withour 
ſinking to the Root, 1s little beneficial. 
In ſhort, there may be ſome excitations 
to Good, and retrattions from Evil, 
ſome imperfe&t faint eſſays towards 
Heaven, from an impulleon the Mind ; 
but ſolid Converſion is produc'd by de- 
liberate Diſcourſe, by the due conſide- 
ration and eſtimation of things, 'tis ra- 
tional and perpetual. 

2, Conſideration mult be frequent, 
to keep eternal ObjeQts preſent, and 
powerful upon us. Such 15 the natural 
MY: Le- 
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Levity and Inconſtancy, Sloth and 
Carnality of the Mind, That the Nott- 
ons of Heavenly Things GP pals 
through,but of Earthly abide there. If 
a Stone be thrown upwards, it remains 
no longer in the Air,than the impreſſion 
of the force by which it was thrown 
"continues ; but if it falls on the Earthzit 
reſts there by Nature. When the'Soul 
is raiſed in contemplation to, Heaven, 
how apt is it to fall from that height; 
and loſe the eſteem, the lively  Re- 
membrance and AﬀeCQtions- of Eterna) 
Things ? But when the Thoughts are 
excited by the preſence of what is plea- 
ſing to Senſe, the withdrawing the Ob- 
ject does not deface the Idea of it in 
the Memory, nor leffen the Conceit, 
nor cool the Deſires of it, becauſe the 
Heart is naturally inclined toit, There- 
fore *tis neceflary every day to refreſh 
and renew the conceptions. of eternal 
Things, that although they are not al- 
ways in act, yet the efficacy may be al- 
ways feltin the Heart and Life. The 


Soul habituated to ſuch Thoughts will 


_ not eaſily yield to Temptations+ that 
ſurpriſe and overcome others that are 
Strangers. in their Minds to the other 
World : Nay the preſeace of Tempta- 
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tions, as by Antiperi/taſis, will reinforce 
the Reſolutions for Heaven ; like the 

ring Water upon Lime, thatrevives 
a hidden Fire in it, which ſeems a natu- 
ral Miracle. *Tis therefore of great 
advantage frequently to ſequeſter our 
ſelves from the World, to redeem Time 
from ſecular Afﬀairs, for the recolleQing 
of our Thoughts and their ſolema exer- 
ciſe upon the Eternal World, Senſe 
that reveals natural things, darkens ſpi- 
ritual, How can the Thoughts be fixt 
on inviſible things ſodiſtant trom Senſe, 
if always converſant with ſecular Ob- 
jets that draw them down ? In the i- 
lence of the Night a {mall Voice is more 
diſtinttly heard, and a little diſtant 
Light more clearly ſeen: 1ſo when the 
Soul is withdrawn from the noiſy 
throng of the World, and outward 
things are darkned, the Voice of Con- 
ſcience is better heard, and the Light 
of Heaven more perfeQly received. 

3. Conlideration of Eternal Things 
muſt be with preſent Applicationto the 
Soul. *Tis not the meer conviction of 
the Mind, but the decree of the Will 
that turns Men from Sin to Holineſs, 
from the Creatures to God, The Heart 
is very deceitful, and by varicty of 
Gg 2 ſhitts 
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ſhifts and palliations is diſpoſed to irre. 
ſolutions and delays in ſpiritual Con- 
cernments. How often does the mile. 
rable Sinner contend with himſelf, and 
while Conſcience urges him to ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the AﬀeQi- 
ons draw down to the Earth, the car- 
nal part prevailing over the rational, 
he overcomes, and 1s overcome, he is 
convinced and condemned by his own 
Mind. Till Conſideration iſſues in this, 
that with ſetled Judgment and AﬀeCti. 
ons the Soul determines for God and 
Heaven, *tis without profit. There- 
fore in the managing this Duty, *cis our 
Wiſdom not to be curious and _— 
tive after ſubtile Conceptions, and ex- 
alted Notions of the future State, that 
little confer to the making the Heart 
better, but to think ſeriouſly on what 
is plain and evident, and moſt uſeful to 
produce a preſent laſting Change. It 
were egregious Folly in a Man,that for 
the uſe of his Garden,ſhould with great 
labour fetch Water from diſtant Foun- 
tains,and negleCt that which ſprings up 
in his own Ground. That Meditation 
is profitable which produces not new 
Thoughts,but holy and firm reſolutions 
of obeying God in order to the full 
Ens 
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enjoying of him for ever. 

To perſwade us to the ſerious pra- 
Qice of this Duty, there are many En- 
forcements. 

Is any Man fo fooliſh, ſo regardleſs 
of his Convenience,to purchaſe a Houſe 
wherein he muſt live all his Days, and 
will not firſt ſee whether it will be con- 
venient, and ſecure for his Habitation ? 
Shall we not then conſider Heaven the 
Manſion of Blefſedneſs, and Hell the 
Seat of Miſery and Horror ? for accor- 
ding as we chuſe here, we ſhall be in 
the one or other place for ever. I ſhall 
in the fourth part of this Treatiſe, en- 
deavour to repreſent ſomething of the 
inexpreſſible Miſery of the Wicked 
hereafter, and ſhew how congruous 
and powerful the Thoughts of it are 
to reſtrain Men from Sin ; but at pre- 
ſent ſhall briefly excite to the Medita- 
tion of the Heavenly Glory, as the 
moſt noble, delightful and fruitful 
Work of the Soul, whiles confin'd to 
the Body of Fleſh. *Tis the moſt ex- 
alted Exerciſe of the Mind, the pureſt 
converſe with God, the Flower of con- 
ſecrated Reaſon. *Tis moſt like the 
Lite of glorified Spirits above, who are 
in continual contemplation of the Di- 
Gg 3 Vine 
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vine Excellencies, and tis moſt raiſed 
above the Life of Carnal Men, that are 
ſunk into Senſuality and Brutiſhneſs, 
"Tis the moſt joyful Life, in that it 
ſheds abroad in the Soul Delights that 
neither ſatiate, nor corrupt, nor weaken 
the Faculties, as the Delights of Senſe 
do, but afford PerfeQtion as well as 
Pleaſure. *Tis the moſt profitable Life. 
As in thoſe parts of the Earth where 
the Beams of the Sun are ſtrongly re- 
fleted, precious Metals and Jewelsare 
produc'd, wherein the refulgent reſem- 
blance of that bright Planet appears : ſo 
the lively and vigorous Exerciſe of the 
Thoughts upon the heavenly Glory, 
will produce heavenly AﬀeCtions, hea- 
venly Diſcourſes, and a heavenly ſhi- 
ning Converſation. This will make us 
live like the bleſſed Society above,imi- 
tatingtheir Innocence and Purity, their 
joyful, entire and conſtant Obedience 
to God. This confirms the Holy Soul 
in its Choice, with an invincible effica- 
cy again{tthe Temptations and Luſts of 
the World: The ſerious conſidering 
Believer is filled with raviſhing Wonder | 
of the Glory that ſhall be revealed, and | 
looks down with Contempt upon the 
Earth,and all that has the Name of Fe- 
licity 


 YSv& VwAD Fy Wwe wy 0 


Of HEAVEN. 


455 


licity here. All the Invitations, nay 
Terrors of the World, are as unable to 
check his purſuit of his bleſſed End, as 
the Breath of an Infant to ſtop the high 
flight of an Eagle. 

But how rare and diſuſed a Duty is 
this? How hardly are Men induc'd to 
ſet about it ? Buſineſs and Pleaſures are 
powerful Diverſions. Some pretend 
Buſineſs as a juſt Cauſe, but in vain ; 
far the one Thing neceſſary challenges 
our princepal Thoughts and Care. Be- 
ſides, there are intervals of Leiſure, 
and the Thoughts are always ſtream- 


'1ng, and often run waſte, which di- 


rected aright, would be very fruitful 
to the Soul. . The true Caule of this 
neglett is from the inward temper of 
Men, , Carnal Pleaſures alienate the 
Mind, and make it unfit for the deep 
ſerious aQtings of the Thoughts upon 
Eternal Things. I have ſaid of Laugh- 
ter, Thou art mad ; it makes the Mind 
light, and vain, and delultory. As a 
diſtracted Perſon by every motion of 
Fancy flies from one thing to another 
wirhout Coherence. 'The Heart fill'd 
with cloudy Cares, and {moaky Fires, 
with Thoughts and Deſires about 
worldly Things, -is unprepar'd for 
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ſuch a clear, calm, and ſedate Work. 

A Carnal Perſon can taſte no ſweet- 

neſs, feel no reliſh in the Meditation 

of Heaven, nor any Spiritual Duty. 

"Tis as if one ſhould rake ſome delicious 

Fruit into his Mouth, a Peach, or the 

like, without —_— the Skin; it 
would be rather a trouble, than pleaſant. 
Nay,the Goſpel expreſly declaring,That 
without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſce God; 
thoſe who by vicious AﬀeCtions are in- 
gaged in any ſinful way, befng conſci- 
ous of their Guilt and unpreparedneſs, 
and that while fuch, they are under a 
peremptory excluſion From celeſtial 
Glory, cannot endure the thoughts of 
Heaven, he Divine Preſence 1s their 
Torment, and the ſerious confiderati- 
on of it, is to bring them before God's 
holy and juſt Tribunal, to accuſe and 
condema them. 


— 
—— 


T ſhall now take a particular view of 
thoſe Objes, from whence Confide- 
ration derives Vigour, forthe inclining 
of the Will toa right Choice, and for | 
regulating the Lite. | 

1, Conſider the End for which Man 
was deſigned in his Creation, why en- 
dued with rational and noble Powers 
of 


Of Heaven. 
of Soul, and plac'd by the Soveraign 
Maker in the higheſt rank of ſo nume- 
rous and various Natures that fill the 
Univerſe. Is it to raiſe an Eſtate, to 
ſhine in Pomp, to enjoy ſenſual Plea- 
ſures for a little while, and after the fa- 
tal term to be no more for ever? Was 
he ſent into the World upon as mean a 
Buſineſs as that of the fooliſh Emperor, 
who employed an Army,furniſh'd with 
all Military Preparations, to gather 
Shells upon the Sea-ſhore ? This were, 
according to the paſſionate expoſtula- 
tion of the Pſalmiſt, to charge God hat 
he had made all Men in vain. Reaſon 
and Scripture tells us the End of Man is 
to glorify and enjoy God, the obtain- 
ing whereof makes him perfeQly = 
py,and the miſſing of it perfeQtly miſe- 
rable. This is a fundamental Truth, 
upon which the whole Fabrick of 
Man's Duty and Felicity is built. 
Without this Foundation, our Faith 
preſently ſinks. If the clearneſs of 
this principle be obſcur'd, we ſhall 
wander from the way of Eternal 
Life, and not only loſe the way, 
but the remembrance and deſire of 
ir. Thinking is the property of the 
reaſ0- 
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reaſonable Soul, and the juſt order of 
Conſideration 1s, thatthe Mind primari- 
ly regards this ſupream direQive Truth 
thatis to govern all our Actions. "Twas 
* Primum ego prudent Counſel that * one of the An- 
ſeriprors *Þ- rients gave for compoſing a Book, that 
m,ur rirulum the Author frequently reflect upon the 
_— Eng Title, that ic may. correſpond an all the 


dc: i=-:rro Parts with his original Deſign. Thus 
par i, quid 1& HECOMCS A Man often to conſider the 
be. 4 End of his Being, that the courſe of his 


Life may have a direct tendency to it; 
and the more excellent our End js, the 
more conſtraining is the neceſſity to 
proſecute it. "Tis of. great Efhicacy to 
refle& upon our ſelves, Whicher do my 
Thoughts and Defires tend ? For what 
do] ſpend my Strength, and conſume 
my Days? Will it be my laſt Account, 
how .much by my Prudence and Dili- 
gence. I have excecded_ others in tem- 
poral Acquiſitions ? \If a General-were 
ar play while the Armies are engaging, 
would it be a-noble Exploit for him to 
win the' Game, whiles his Army for 
want of . conduct loſes the Vittory ? 
Will it be profitable for. a Man to gain 
the World, and loſe his Soul ?' Let 
Conlcience anſwer in Truth. | 
INES. %,"m 
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"Tis obſervable what is reported of 
a + noble Forreigner, that on his + Cum natalis 
Birth-day, refleting upon the Age of Þ55 Februni 
his Life, he was ſurpriz'd with grief,and ratis numeran- 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment,that without => & rriceſi- 
a due Senſe of the proper Buſineſs and _O 
End of Life, he was arrived tothat Age, ſubira meeſti- 
when our Days begin to decline. In J% P<rcuthr 
an inſtant all things ſeem'd to change quomodo fon 
appearance in his view. Then firſt (fays Enuvitz ad 
he) I perceived I was a Man,for before ————_ } 
I had not reſolved for what I ſhould quo lux quz- 
employ my Life. The iſſue was, his ſe- '2* —O— 
rious Reſolution unfeignedly to honour noſtri ad oc- 
God, fincerely to confeſs Chriſt, to <*fum inclina- 
place his Felicity in Holineſs of Life,and yia ef miki 
moſt zealouſly to follow it. Let any rerum facies 
one that is not of a reprobate Mind, 70m eae mi 
and an incorrigibly depraved Heart, primum me 
duly conſider the ſublime and ſuperna- h9minem ag- 
tural End of Man. O what a marvel- gy, 
lous change will it make in him, of 
Carnal into Spiritual ? nay it would be 
a kind of Miracle if he continued in his 
ſinful State. How will it transform him 
intoanother Man,with new Valuations, 
new Aﬀetions and Reſolutions, as if 
he were born again with a new Soul ? 
How will it amaze him that his whole 
courſe has been a contradiQtion to the 
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wiſe and gracious deſign of God, that 
all his Induſtry has been a race out of 
the way, a perpetual diverſion from 
his main Buſineſs, that his Life has been 
fruitleſs and dead to the true Endof it ? 
How will he be confounded at his for. 
mer Folly? Then alone we act with 
Underſtanding, when moy'd by our 
bleſſed End, and our ACtions by a ſtrict 


. tendency without variation iſſue intoit, 


2. Conſider attentively the ObjeQts 
that ſtand jn competition for our 
Choice, the preſent World and Hea- 
ven, to make a judicious compariſon 
between them in their Quality and 
Duration. 


Firſt, in thejr Quality. The things 


of the Warld, according to the judg- 


ment of God himſelf, who is only Wile 
and Good, and has the higheſt Autho- 
rity todecide in the caſe, are but fal- 
lacious appearances of Happineſs, meer 
Vanity. And certainly the Creator 
knows the true worth of all things, and 
would not diſparage his own Works, 
but would undeceive Men that are apt 
to judge and chooſe by the Eye of 
Senſe, The Apoſtle tellsus, That az Idol 
& nothing in the World; although the 
matter of it may beof Gold, or Marble, 
or 
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or Wood, yet it has no divine Perfe- 
Aion, which the Idolater attributes to 
it. Soall worldly things,in which Men 
place their chiet Care, and Confidence, 
and Joy, though 'they have ſome de- 
grees of Goodnels, and area tranſient 
relief tous in our paſlage to Eternity, 
yet they are nothing as to perfe& Feli- 
city. *Tis meerly Opinion and Conceit 
that makes them ſovalued and pleaſing, 
like a rich Dye to a: flight Stuff from 
whence its Price ariſes.Reaſon is either 
obſcur'd, or not 'obeyed, whien. the 
World is the Obje& of our Choice. 
Now what are theſe Appearances of 
Beauty and Pleaſure, compar'd with a 
Bleſſedneſs that is truly infinite ? Carnal 
Joy ſmiles in the Countenance, flatters 
the Fancy, touches the Senſe, but can- 
not fill the Heart, but the Favour of 
God ſatisfies the Soul. Thou haſt put 
Gladneſs into my Heart, more than when 
their Corn and Wine increaſed. Carnal 
Joy in-its higheſt elevation in the time 
of the Harveſt and Vintage, is incom- 
parably -leſs than Spiritual. Joy that 
{pringsfrom the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance. The Worldcannot fill the nar- 
row capacity of our Senſes, but divine 
Joys exceed our moſt inlarged compre- 
henſive 
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henſive Faculties. The Eye # not ſatisf 
ed with ſeeing, nor the Ear with hearing ; 
but the Peace of God pal es all Underſtand- 
ing. The Things of the World are of 
a limited Goodneſs';; Wiſdom is not 
Strength, nor Learning Riches, nor 
Beauty Fruitfulneſs: But God is a Vni- 
verſal Good,in whom areall AttraQtives 
to raiſe and ſatisfy our Deſires. If Men 
did conſider, they would diſtinguiſh 
and deſpiſe in compariſon all that is na- 
med Felicity here, with the Favour of 
God. To ſeek- for ſatisfaftion in the 
Creature and forſake him, is as if one 
deſirous to ſee the Light ſhould with- 
draw from the preſence of the Sun, to 
borrow it from a weak Ray reflected by 
ſome obſcure Matter. Now if there be 
ſo vaſt a difterence in their Nature, as 
between a painted Vapour, and the ſo- 
lid glorious Good, between Finite and 
Infinite, why is there not a difference 
accordingly in our Eſteem, AfﬀeCtions 
and ReſpeCcts to them ? How unreaſo- 
nable is it that a Soul capable of God, 
ſhould cleave to the Duſt ? It would be 
molt egregious folly to hang a Weight, 
that is able to turn a great Engine, upon 
a {mall Clock : *tis incomparably more 
fooliſh, when the love of Happineſs, 
the 
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the weight of' Huthane Nature, which 
applied aright, will turn our Deſires to 
Heayen, is only uſed to give vigorous 


motion to our Endeavours about earth- 
ly Things. 
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2. Conſider their Duration. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that the main- ſcope: of 
his Attions was 1hings ixviſivle; and 
gives the reaſon of it, For the things 2 ©r-4 12, 
that are ſeen are. Femporal ; but the things 
that are n0t ſetn are Eternal. Toinhft 
upon the vaſt difference between Tem- 
porkl and Eternal, may ſeem needleſs : 
for the firſt Notions of things are of 
ſich uncontroulable clearneſs, that an 
attempt to.prove them, is to light a 
Candle to diſcover the Sun. Yet this 
Principle drawing after it ſuch power- 
ful Conſequences for the government 
of out Hearts and Lives,and Conſcience 
being fo remiſs, and the ſenſual Aﬀecti- 
ons 10 rebellious, *ris needful to confi- 
der this ſeriouſly, that what is really 
aflented to in Speculation, may not be 
contradicted in Prattice. Now who 
can unfold the infinite Volume of Ages 
in Eternity ? The Underſtanding of an 
Angel can no more comprehend what 
is incomprehenſible than the Mind of 
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a Man. A Snail will paſs over an im- 
menſe ſpace ' as foon as an'Eagle': for 
though one diſpatches more way: than 
the other, yet both are —_ diſtant 
from arriving to the end of what is 
endleſs. But that the Conception of 
Eternity may'be- more diſtin, and 
— it is uſeful to repxeſent it 
under ſome temporal Reſemblances, 
that ſenſibly, though not fully, expreſs 
it. Suppole that the vaſt Ocean were 
diſtilled drop by drop, but ſo. ſlowly, 
that a thouſand Years ſhould paſs be- 
tween every drop; how many millfons 
of Years were required to empty it? 
Suppoſe this great World in its full 
compaſs, from one Pole to another, 
and trom the top of the Firmament to 
the bottom, were to be filPd with the 
ſmalleſt Sand, but fo ſlowly, that every 
thouſand Years only a ſingle Grain 
ſhould be added ; how many Millions 
would paſs away before it were filled? 
It the immenſe Superficies of the Hea- 
vens, wherein are innumerable Stars, 
the leaſt of which equals the magnitude | 
bf rhe Earth, were filled with Figures | 
of Numbers without the leaſt vacant | 
{pace,and every Figure fignified a Mil- | 
lion, what created Mind could tell their F 
N umberz 
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Number;much lefs their Value? Having 
theſe Thoughts, I reply ; The Sza will 
be emptied drop by drop, the Univerſe 
flld grain -by grain; the Numbers 
written in the Heavens will come to an 
end; and how much of Eternity is then 
ſpent? Nothing) for ſtill infinitely more 
remains. In ſhort, what-ever is Tem- 
poral, extend the continuance of it 
to the utmoſt poſſibility of Concep- 
tion, is infinitely ſhort of Eternity. 
A Day, an Hour, a Minute, has ſome 
proportion with a thouſand Years; for 
tharduration is determined by a certain 
number of Days, and Hours, and Mi- 
nutes : but Millions of Ages have no 
proportion to Eternity, becaule 'ris an 
indeterminable Duration, The Mind 
is ſoon tir'd and loſt in ſearching after 
Numbers torepreſent it: *tis confound- 
ed and ftruck with amazing Horror, 
and can only dire& the Eye upward or 
downward to the two Habitations of 
Eternity, che glorious and the milera- 
ble, Heaven and Hell. Now let us 
compare the Things of the preſent 
World with thoſe of the furure State, 
The firſt are meaſur'd by flying Time, 
the other remain in an unmoveable 
Eternity. The Comforts that ſpring 
from the Earth, ſuddenly wither and 
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fall to it : the Tree of Lite flouriſhes 
only above. - Frequent changes from 
Proſperity to Adverſity are the Proper- 
ties of this mortal State. As thoſe who 
are in Voyages at Sea, ſometimes are in 
| acalm,and preſently ſufter a ftorm, and 
are forc'd to alter their Courſe by the 
changing of the Winds ; ſo 'tis with us 
in our paſſage here. But upon the firſt 
entrance into another World, all the 
variations of this areat an end. Yerih 
every Man at his beſt eſtate u« altogether 
Vanity. Surely every Man walks in a vain 
ſhew, ſurely they are diſquieted in vain. 
The viſible Felicity of Man is of no con- 
tinuance. We may frequently obſerve 
in the Evening, a Cloud by the refleQi- 
on of the Sun inveſted with ſo bright a 
Luſtre, and adorn'd with ſuch a plea- 
{ant variety of Colours, that in the 
judgment of our Eyes, if an Angel were 
to aſſume a Body correſpondent to his 
Glory, it were a fit matter for it. But 
in walking a few ſteps, the Sun is de- 
{cended beneath the Horizon, and the 
Light withdrawn, and of all that ſplen- 
did flaming appearance, nothing re- 
mains but a dark Vapour, that falls 
down in a Showre. Thus vaniſhing is 
the ſhew of Felicity here. In this,Senſe 
aſliſts Faith ; for the experience of eve- 
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ry day verifies what the Scripture de- 
clares,that the Faſhion of this World paſſes 
away. And theretore the guilty Folly 
of Men is aggravated, zo ſet their Eyes 
and Hearts upon that which is zot. To 
ſee one paſſionately dote on a Face 
ruin'd and deform'd with Age,to be in- 
chanted without a Charm, raiſes won- 
der, and expoſes to contempt. Yet ſuch 
isthe ſtupidity of Men toembrace with 
their moſt entire Aﬀections the wither'd 
Vanities of the World, that arc haſten- 
ing to their Period. "Twas a (tinging 
reproach to Idolaters from God, Noze 
conſiders in his Heart, neither is their 
Kynowleds nor Underſtanding, to lay, I 
have burnt part of it in the Fire; yea, I 
have alſo baked Bread upon theCoals there- 
of ; I have roaſted Fleſh and eaten it; and 
ſhall I make the reſidue an Abomination ? 
ſhall I fall down to the flock of a Tree? 
And are not ſenſual Men equally guilty 
of ſuch monſtrous Folly ? for though 
univerſal Experience convince them, 
that all things under the Sun are fading, 
and that many times theirdeareſt Com- 
forts are ſnatch'd away from their Em- 
braces ; yet who does adviſedly conft- 
der, and ſay to himſelf, Shall I give my 
Heart to tranſient Shadows ? Shatl'T 
cheriſh vain Hopes, vain Aims and De- 
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fires of obtaining Happineſs ina periſh. 
ing World ? Altho the worſhipping 
a Stock be Idolatry of grofſer Infamy, 
yet *tis as fooliſh and as deſtruQtive to 
ſet our chief Love and Joy, that is only 
due to God, upon the Creature. And 
what follows in the Prophet is juſtly ap- 
plicable to ſuch Perſons; He feedeth on 
Afbes; (that not only afford no nouriſh. 
ment, but is very hurtful to the Body) 
a deceived Heart has turn'd him aſide, 
that he cannot deliver his Soul, nor ſay, Is 
there not a Lie in my right Hand ? Thus 
Carnal Men are fo blinded with their 
AﬀeRions to theſe ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures, 
that they cannot take the true liberty of 
judging and refleCting that they are de- 
ceived and delighted with empty Sha- 
dows that will Saddcaſy end 1n diſap- 
pointment and ſorrow ? Briefly, theſe 
glittering Fictions and falſe Joys cannot 
pleaſe without an Error in the Mind, 
that ſhall laſt but a little while. And 
if you ſaw a diſtraQted Perſon fing and 
dance,with a conceit that he is a Prince, 
would you be willing to loſe ſober 
-Reaſon for his phantaſtick Pleafure, e- 
ſpecially if you knew that hischearful 
Fir ſhould fuddenly change +into a 
mournful or raging Madne for ever ? 
But the BleſſedneFs above is — 
able 
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able as God the Author and Obje& of 
it, Eternal as the Soul that enjoys it. 
And ſhall the World that paſſes away with 
the Lufts thereof, turn our Afﬀettions 
from the undefiled immortal Inherit ance ? 
Shall the vaniſhing appearance, the 
fleeting Figure of Happineſs be prefer- 
red before what is ſubſtantial and dura- 
ble? If a ſpark of true Reaſon, of 
ſincere Love to our Souls be left, we 
ſhall count all things but droſs and dung, 
that we may gain the Kingdom of Glory. 
Cn Eternity inlightens, thus it coun- 
els us. 


To encourage us to ſeek the King- 
dom of Heaven, I ſhall propound o- 
ther Motives to Conſideration. 

1. God is very willing that Men 
ſhould be ſaved and partake of his 
Glory. For this end, he has brought 
Life and Immortality to light in the Go- 
ſpel. The Lord Jeſus,the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, has diſpel'd the darkneſs of 
the Gentiles, and the ſhadows of the 
Jews, andrendred the bleſſed and eter- 
nalStateſoclear and ſoviſible,that every 
Eye may ſee it, Our aſſurance of its 
upan infalliblePrinciples. And though 


the excellent Opry of it is 1 . 
ſible, yet "ris repreſe 


nted under variety 
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oF fair and lovely Types to wmvite our 
AﬀeQions. Beſides, God makes an ear- 
neſt offer of Lite to us in his Word, he 
Commands, Counſels, Excites, Urges, 
nay intreats and Beſceches with infinite 
Tenderneſs, that Men will accept of it. 
Thus the Apoſtle declares, Now then 
wa are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God aid beſ:r: you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt”s ſtead be reconciled to God, Is it 
2ct evident then beyond the moſt jea- 
{21s luſpicion, God is deſirous of our 
clappineſs? Can we imagine any deſign, 
any infincerity in his Words? Why 
ſhould Heaven court a Worm ? "Tis his 
loveto Souls that expreſles.it ſelf in that 
condeſcendin3 compaſſionate manner, 
to melt and overcome the perverſe and 
hardned in Stn. 

And as his Words fo his Works are a 
convincing Argument of his Will: His 
molt gracious ſuſtaining and ſupporting 
of fintul Men, bis innumerable Benefits 
conferr'd upon them, in the proviſion 
of Good, and preſervation from Evil, 
are for this End, that by the condu& 
of his merciful Providence they may be 
led to Repentance, and. received into 
his Favour. And the temporal Judg- 
ments infittted on Sinners, are me- 
dicinal in their Nature, and in his 
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deſign to bring them to a ſight and 
abhorrence of Sin, to preveat their 
final ruin: if they prove mortal to 
any, 'tis from their obſtinate Cor- 
ruption. The time allowed to thoſe 
who are obnox1ous to his Juſtice every 
hour, is not a meer reprieve from Tor. 
ment, but a ſpace of Repentance to ſue 
out a.Pardon: They are ſpared in order 
to Salvation. The Lord is long-ſuffe- » per. 3. 5. 
ring to wward, not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
Repentaxce. 

But above all his other Works, the 
giving of his Son to be a Sacrifice for 
8in, 15 an incomparable demonſtration, 
how much he delights in the Salvation 
of Men. Since God has been at ſuch 
coſt to put them into a capacity of ob- 
taining the Kingdom of unchangeable 
Glory, far === cnnfen the earthly Pa» 
radife that was forfeited by Sin, we 
have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that he 
deſires their Felicity. And how guilty 
| and miſerable will thoſe Sinners be that 
when Chriſt has opened Heaven to us 
by his Blood, refuſe toenter into it ? 
When Brutus the moſt noble Roman, 
propounded to a Philoſopher his de- 
ſign to reſtore Rome to Liberty, he 

Hh 4 replied, 


Of Heaven. 


replied, That the aQtion would be 
glorious indeed, but that” ſo many 
{ervile Spirits that tamely ſtoopt-under 
Fyranny, were not worthy that a Man 
& Vertue and Courage ſhould hazard 
himſelf to recover that for them,which 
they did fo lightly eſteem. - The Re- 
demption of Mankind is without con- 
troverly the Mafter-piece of God's 
works, wherein his principal Attributes 
appear in their excellent Glory. But 
how aſtoniſhing is the unworthinels of 
Men, who wretchedly negleQ Salvati- 
on, which the Son of God purchaſed by 


-a Life full of Sorrows, and a Death of 


infinite Sufterings ? Bleſſed Redeemer ! 


may it be ſpaken with the humble,affe- 


tionate,and thankful ſenſe of thy dying 


Love, why didſt thou give thy ſelf. a 


ranſom for thoſe who are charm'd with 
their Miſery, and with the moſt foul 
Ingratitude diſvalue fo precious a Re- 
demption ? How juſtly ſhall they be 
for ever deprived of it ? Behold, ye de- 
ſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh. 

2, Conſider, this glorious Bleſſedneſ; 
ſhall be the Portion of all that unfeign- 
edly chooſe 'it, and earneſtly ſeek it. 
This motive -was incloſed in the firſt, 
but deſerves a ſeparate CTY 
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And of this we have infallible aſſurance 
from the Word of God, who cannct lie: 
Godlineſs has the Promiſe of - the Life 
to tome.. This is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy' of all acceptation. The hope 


of a Chriſtian is ſo certain that *tiscom- 


par'd to ax Anchor faſtued in Heaven. 
And beſides the Fidelity of his Word, 
God has given us Security of the Re- 
ward, the Life of his Son. This me- 
thinks ſhould tura the Current of our 
Deſires and Endeavoursto Heaven. For 
notwithſtanding all our toil and ſwear, 
he labour of the voy and the watch- 
ings of the Night for the obtainin 

earthly things, yet we many times Aj 
ſhort of our aims and hopes. "Twas 
the obſervation of the wiſeſt Man, I re- 


turned and ſaw under the Sun, that the. 


Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battel to 
the Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, 
nor yet Riches to Men of Underſtanding, 
nor yet Favour to Men of Skill ; but 1:me 
and Chance happeneth to all. Indeed 
ſuch is the order of Divine Providence 
inthe World, there muſt be different 
conditions of Men here, ſome Rich, 0- 
thers Poor ; ſome Noble, others Mean ; 
ſome inCommand,others ia SubjeQion. 
And from hence it is alſo evident, that 
$1 neither 
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neither Dignity nor Riches nor Plca- 
ſures are the Happineſs of Man. For 
*tis not becoming the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God to make that the laſt 
end of the reaſonable Creature, which 
though ſought with Sincerity and Dili- 
gence, may not be obtained, or of 
which without his own conſent he may 
be deprived. Burt civil diſtinCtions and 
qualities are of no value and confidera- 
tion with reſpe& to the obtaining or 
excluding from Heaven. Therich and 
honourable that are in an exalted State, 
have not a more eaſy aſcent and entrance 
into the Kingdom of God than thoſ? 
who are in the loweſt degree. The 
Stars appear with the fame bigneſs to 
him that ſtands in the deepeſt Valley as 
on the higheſt Hill. Is there any dif- 
ference between the Souls of the rich 
and great in the World, and the Souls 
of the poor and deſpiſed ? Are they not 
equally the Of-ſpring of God, and e- 
qually ranſomed by the moſt precious 
Blood of his Son ? Are they not equally 
capable of Eternal Rewards ? Are not 
the Promiſes of the heavenly Kingdom, 
equally addreſt to every one that has 
an immortal Soul, that 1s faithful to his 
Duty and Covenant with God ? This 
' ſhould 
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ſhould inſpire all with flaming Deſires, 
and draw forth their utmoſt Induftry, 
and make them ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, 
always to abound in the Work of the Lord, 
knowing our labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 

I know the Carnal Will is impetu- 
ous and impatient of delay ; and ear- 
neſt for what is preſent with the ne- 
pleft of the future Glory. But the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this is evident to all ; 
for *tis not a new and ſtrange thing to 
ſow in hopes of reaping a Harveſt, for 
Men to be induftrious and aftive on 
Land and Sea for future Advantage. 
Nay, *tis the conſtant praQtice of the 
World : The Merchant, the Husband- 
man, the Student, the Souldier, and 
every Man in the Circle of his Calling 
are viſible Tnftances of this ; and tho 
many times the moſt flouriſhing Hopes 
are blaſted, they are not diſcouraged. 
And is it not a ſight full of wonder to 
obſerve Men chearful in Labours and 
Hardſhips in the Service of the World, 
to carry it ſo lightly as if they had 
Wings, and all for a poor and uncer- 
tain Recompence, and to be ſlow and 
laoguid in their Endeayours for a Re- 
ward aggreat and as ſure asGod is glo- 
r10us 
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rious and true ? How many ambitiouſ- 
ly ſtrive to pleaſe a Prince, and . wait 
long in his Service, who is but a Man, 
and. therefore variable in. his Temper 
and State, ſometimes is not willing.to 
do what he can, and ſometimes cannot 
do what he would to reward his Ser- 
vants'? And is there not infinitely, more 
reaſon we ſhould labour to pleale God, 
who is the moſt liberal, and rich, 
and certain Rewarder of all that ſeek 
him ? | 

3. Conſider how gracious the Terms 
are upon which Heaven is promiſed in 
the Goſpel. Our Saviour's Laws are {0 
holy, juſt, and. in their own Nature fo 
good to Men, even in their preſent per- 
tormance, that their own Excellence, 
and Equity, and Sweetnels, is ſufficient 
to recommend them without a reſpeRt 
to the glorious Reward of Obedience. 
For what can be more deſirable than 
conformity to the Nature of the bleſled 
God? What Pleaſure is comparable to 
that which ſprings from a pure Conſci- 
ence, from a godly, righteous and ſober 
Conyerſation ? How joyful is the per- 
formance of that Service which more 
immediately is direQed to the honour 
of the Divine Majeſty ? In Prayer, m 
other 
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other ſacred Ations, we draw near to 
the: Formtain of Felicity, and receive 
fron his Fulneſs. In the afteRionate 
Praiſes 'of God, we are Companions of 
the Angels. And is not Integrity and 
Honefty in our dealings with Men more 
eaſy and comfortable than Fraud and 
Opprefſion ? Is it not troubleſome to 
be always under a Mask;,to uſe arts and 
diſguiſes to avoid the reproach and re- 
venge that attends unjuſt Actions when 
diſcoyered ? Are Temperance and Cha- 
ſity as hurtful ro the Body, as Luxury 
and Laſciviouſneſs,the efſential parts of 
Carnal Felicity? How miſerably diſtra- 
Qtedis Man when the Heart is rent with 
numberleſs Vanities, the Aﬀettions di- 
vided between various Objes ! how 
quiet and compoſed, when the Hearr is 
united 'to God as the ſupreme Good, 
and the AﬀeQions. joyfully conſpire in 
his Service! Can it then be pretended 
that the Yoke of Chriſt is heavy, and 


' his Law hard ? Or arehis Promiſes un- 


certain, and his Reward ſmall? No, 

hi Commands are not grievous; in the 

keeping them there it a great Reward, 2 

preſent Paradiſe. Religion will make 

us happy hereafter in the enjoyment of 

God, and happy here in Obedience = 
is 
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his Holy Will. Such 1s his Goodneſs, 
that our Duty and Happineſs are the 
ſame. 

But it will be ſaid, That the Go- 
ſpel requires 4s to pluck out the right 
Eye, and to cut off the right Hand, and 
to take up the Croſs of Chriſt ; that s, 
to mortify the deareſt Luſts, and to ſub- 
mit to the ſharpeſt Suſferings for his Ho- 
nonr, that we may be eternally Happy. 

To this I anſwer ; 

*Tis true, the humane Nature in this 
depraved State, only reliſhes ſuch Ob- 
jects as pleaſantly infinuate with the 
Carnal Senſes, and 'tis bitter as Death to 
bind up the AtteQtions from them. But 
Grace gives a zew divine Nature to the 
Soul, and makes it eaſy to abſtain from 
fleſhly Luſts. To make this more clear 
by a ſenſible Inſtance : Suppoſe a dif- 
eaſed Perſon, whole Stomach is op- 

reſs'd with corrupt Humours, and 
his Throat and Mouth ſo heated with 
Choller and continual Thirſt, that he 
thinks it impoſſible, though for his 
Life, to abſtain from immoderate 
Drinking, If a Phyſician by ſome 
powerful Medicine cleanſes the Sto- 
mach, and tempers the internal Hear, 
he then can eaſily reſtrain himſelf from 
Exceſs. 
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Exceſs. Thus a Carnal Maa that is full 
of falſe Eſtimations, and irregular De- 
fires, while there are Pleaſures with- 
out, and Paſſions unſubdued within, 
though his Salvation depends on it, 
thinks it impoſlible to reſtrain the ex- 
orbitant Appetites of Fleſh and Blood. 
The Gentiles thought it ſtrange Chriſti- 
ans did not run with them to the ſame 
exceſs of Riot. But divine Grace fo 
clarifies and enlightens the Mind, fo 
purifies and elevates the AfﬀeQions, 
that *tis not only poſſible bur eaſy 
to abſtain from unlawful Pleaſures. 
St. Auſtin before his Converſion was 
aſtoniſh'd, that many in the vigour 
of Youth, and in a frail World hved 
Chaſtly ; and refleting upon himſelf, 
was encouraged by this Thought, that 
which ſuch and ſuch obſerve, why ſhall 
it be impoſſible to me to obſerve ? and 
upon ſerious trial, by the proſperous in- 
fluence of Heaven, wasa Conquerof o- 


ver all carnal Temptations. Nay aftes 


his holy Change, the withholding his Quam wave 


Heart from vitious Delights, was inex- 
preſflibly more [weet than his former 
enjoying of them. And arethere not 
many viſible examples of- holy heaven- 
ly Chriſtians, ro whom grofler ſenſual 
Pleas 


carete ſuavita- 


bus uſtis ? 
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Pleaſures are unſavory and contempti. 
ble? You may as well tell thenumber 
of the Stars, as of thoſe who havepra- 
Qiſed Religion in its ſtritneſs and pu» 
rity, and by their enligtitned Conver- 
ſations direted us in the way to Hea- 
ven. And are their Bodiestaken from 
the Vein of a Rock, and not compoſed 
of Fleſh and Blood as well as others? 
Are their Paſſions, like Salomon's'bra-' 
zen Sea, unmoveable by any Winds 
of Temptations? Are they entire 
ly exempted from the impreffion 
of Obje&ts, and the lower Aﬀedti: 
ons ? No, they are alive, and'ſen- 
ſible of thoſe r ens that raviſh the 
AﬀeCQtions of carnal Men, but by the 
power of Grace deſpiſe and overcome 
them. And this Grace is offered in the 
Goſpel to all that ſincerely defire it, {6 
that *tis a vain wretched pretence that 
Religion binds to hard Service. 

o the other part of the Obje&ion, 
that ſometimes Religion expoſes the 
Profeſſors of it to heavy Sufferings;'! 
anſwer, Indeed the Goſpel is plain' and 
peremptory in this,if we will reign w#6 
Chriſt,wt muſt ſuffer with him, br ah we 
are calked forth to give a noble teftirhws 
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ny to his Truth. *Tis no extraordinary 
Elevation, no point of Perfeftion, but 
the duty,; of every Chriſtian to be al- 
ways ready in .the diſpoſition and reſo- 
lutzog of his Mind, to ſacrifice his Life 
when the honour of Chriſt requires 
it. But 'tis no hard condition to ſuffer 
tranſient Afictions for the oftaining a 
Happy. Immortality; to be conformable 
tothe Image of our ſuffering Redeemer, 
that we may becrowned with his Glory. 
How many Chriſtians eſteemed them- 
ſelves honoured in the Diſgrace, and 
bleſſed: in the Injuries they ſuffered for 
Chriſt,and with an invincible Patience, 
and aſtoniſhing Joy, endured the moſt 
cruel Perſecutions, though yet the hu- 
man Nature in them was as tender and 
ſenſible of Pains as in others ? but the 
natural averſion and repugnance to ſuf- 
fering was overruled by the determina- 
tion of rhe rational Will, upon the ac- 
count of their Duty, and the Reward 
attending it. They gave a moſt con- 
VINCIng ſenſible Teſtimony how much 
more yaluable Heaven is, than this pre- 
ſent World; willingly expoſing them- 
ſelves xo alt Evil here, «nd rejoicing i: 
e of a glorious iſſue. 
In ſhort ; the Reward of Obedicnce 
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is atriumphal Crown; and where there 
is no Victory, there can beno Triumph; 
and where no Combat, no Vidtory; 
and where no Enemy, no Combat. 
Therefore weare commanded to fight 
againſt our internal Enemies, our cor- 
rupt AﬀeQtions, to kill the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and to encounter and overcome, 
by Humility and meek Submiſſions, the 
Cruelty of malicious Enemies without 
us, in order to obtain the Crown of 
Life. And a Believer that has Heaven 
in taſte and expeQation, will eaſily re. 
nounce the moſt pleaſant, and wil. 
lingly endure the ſharpeſt Temptati- 
ons, for the bleſſed Reward of his Obe« 
dience. 


Laſtly, Fervent and conſtant Prayer 
15 requiſite for the Grace of God, that 
we may fix our Aims aright upon eter- 
nal Happinels,and uſe thoſe ſure Means 
that with divine Advantage are pro- 
pos'd in the Scriptures, that can make 
us wile to Salvation; ſuch is the depra- 
vation of Man ſince his Fall, the Mind 
1s civerted by vain Thoughts, . and. the 
Heart prepoſlels'd with ſenſual Deſires, 
that *till che Spirit of his Mind be 're- 
newed, and his original AﬀeCtions. to 
the 
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the Supream Good be revived and reſto« 
red by Divine Grace, he is regardleſs 
of it, :and-. anly applies | himſelf ro 
what is pleaſing to Senſe, -; There mzy 
be ſome tranſient Glances, and volatile 
Wiſhes of Fleaven in Carnal Men, but 
they are miſerably weak, -and inette« 
Qual. "Therefore a mok neceſſary Dus 
ty incumbent upon us, is by humble 
and fervent Prayer ro addpels our ſelves 
to God for his Spirit, ra enlighten our 
Minds, that we may believe the Reas 
lity and Greatneſs of the Eternal Res 
ward ; and to retorm out Wills,that we 
may feel its attraftive Force; Both: 
theſe Afts of the Spirit are requiſite, 
that the Love of God, as our chiet Fe- 
licity, may be the regent Principle of 
our Hearts and Lives: 

1; For this end the Haly Spirit con+ 
vinces Men thorowly of the Reality 
and Greatneſs of an invitible Happ1- 
neſs. In the Light of the Goſpel, how 
many of eminent intellectual Facultics 
are ſtupid as to their great Intcreſt,and 
ſpend themſelves about Tritles, and are 
equally tractable ro Eternal Ruin, as 
the Ox to the Slaughter ? He that is 
deſtirute of the illuminating Grace of 
the Spirit, « blind, and cannot ſet fef 
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how the Mind- is illuminated by the 


off Now by the 'Analogy i between 
the corporal and intelleftuel-Faculties, 
we may underſtand, in ſome meaſure, 


Spirit of _ For as to'the At of 
Seeing, two things are requiſite; 1. 
G— Light in the Air, without 
which the Coleurs, Figures and Beat» 
ties of Objets are not viſible to the 
Tharpeſt Eye, but lie obſcur'd under 
impenetrable Darkneſs. 2. Internal 
Light in the Eye, in which the viſive 
Power conſiſts : if this be extinguiſh'd, 
the cleareſt Light of Heaven isof no uſe 
for the diſcovery of Things. Thus the 
Underſtanding is enabled to ſee Spiritu- 
al things. 1. By the Revelation of the 
Object: In this reſpeRt Life and Immor- 
tality are brought to Light by the Goſpet. 
Till that bright Diſcovery was made of 
Eternal Bleſledneſs, it was ab$ve the 
deſires and hopes of ſinful Man. Cirlum, 
homo nec optare poterat ex i2norantiu,nec. 
ſperare ex proprie miſerie confſcientia.” 
2, By the inward inlightning the 
Spirit of Wiſdom,that removestheTgno- 
rance, Prejudice, and Inadvertency of 
the Mind, which as Scales darkned its 
Sight, and difpoſes it to _ the | 
Verity and:Excellency of _ and” 
uture 
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furure.T biogs, tho. not with compre- 
heplive ti ence, yet, with that aſſu- 
rance,;that.no doubttulneds or ſuſpence 


. . 


remains concerning them; - *Tis obſer- 
rable that, Faith is expreſt in Scripture, 
by Prudence, Wiſdom, and. Rnowlede, 
whereby a Man knows the Groundsand 
Monves,of his Judgment and AQtions. 
And Sia is called Foly. For as when 
the underſtanding Faculty, either from 
the indiſpoſedneſs of the Organs, as in 
Idiots, or. from the diſorder of Fancy 
by inflammation of the Humours, as 
in diſtratted Perſons, cannot weigh and 
compare, and therefore makesa perverfe 
judgment of things; ſo the carnal Mind, 
y. not due meaſuring and pondering, 
judges falſly- of ſpiritual Things. If 
{omethingnobigger than theHand were 
put before the Eye, it would intercept 
the ſight of the Heavens ; and he that 
nat conſidering the Properties of things 
near and diſtant, ſhould conclude that 
Piece to. be bigger than the Heavens, 
were, juſtly reputed a Fool. And the 
folly of carnal is more groſs, who 
prefer things preſent to Senſe, before 
what is future and of everlaſting conſe- 
quence to theSoul. But thereare ſome 
Aftions, which if done by a Natural, 
Ii 3 would 
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would be counted Folly, yet being done 
by thoſe who in the reputattpn of the 
World are Wiſe, are eſteemed Prudent, 
but they are the moſt deptorabte Folly. 
Now as the reſtoring the Lefum printt- 
pinm,the broken Mind tv its fOtthd Rate, 


: whereby *ris able to confider, difcern 


#nd concludeofthingsaccordingto their 
'Nature,fuch 1s the 2Rtion of God's Spi- 
[yit upon the corrapt Mint; 'carifying 
'#nd enlightning ir, ſo that'it receives 
fall conviction by the cleareſt Marks of 

divine Authority ſhining in the Goſpel, 

of the. Truth of all the great and preti- 
ous Promiſes therein contzined, and 
cauſing it,by a ſteady application of the 

Thoughts, to fee the vaſt Yifferenct he- 
tween what is Temporaf, and Etervial; 

how deſpicably light all the Vanities of 

this World are found, when Put ih the 

Ballance againſt the infinite ifeftimnable 

Happineſs of the next. Tn ſhotr, the 
renewed Mind knows Spirituat Things 
accordingtotheir Nature'a nd Qualities, 

believes, eſters, and dtteritiines that 
they are of etetrtal Motnetit, and abſo- 

lutely neceffary for rhe 5 ) 

Man. And as when the natur Faculty 

of ſeeing is perifh'd, *ris ifFeparable by 

humanSki!l,and withottc Miracle can 
| never 
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fever be reſtored; ſo the intelleQtual Fa- 
wn 6 'when'darkned by ſinful Luſts, 
wirhout therenewing power of the Spi- 
rit,ca# neverkuow Spiritual Things as they 
ought to ve known. Therefore as the 
bhnd Men in the Gofpel 'who difpair'd 
of help from the Phyttcians, hearing of 
the miractlons Power of Chrift, im- 
pong begg'd his healing Mercy ; 
0 let us pray to the Light and Saviour 
of the World, but in a more noble and 
higher Senl&,” Lord, that we may receive 
our fieht., fot us with the moft zealons 
AﬀeCtions calf upon'zhe God of our Lord 
uy Cbyift, 'the Father of Glory, that he 
would prove wto ws the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation in the kromledg of him,the 
Fyes of olir auder ftandino beinvinlighrued, 
that wt may know what is the hope. of his 
Calling, aud what the Rithes of the Glory 

pf his Inhetitance in the Saints. 
2. The efficacious 'Inflaence of the 
Holy Spirit is requifite to change the 
Will, that with a free and full conſent 
-1t may defireand proſecute the Spiritual 
Eternal Good. Without this, the con- 
vition of the Mind is not. powerful e- 
nough toconvert the Soul from the love 
of the World, to chooſe Heaven. 
There may be an inlightned Con- 
Ii 4 {cience, 
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ſcience, without a' renewed Heart, 
Though the Judgment aflents that God 
is the Supream Good, yet till the Heart 
be circumciſed, the ſenſuality of the Af- 
fefQtions taken away, divine. Loye that 
dires the Life to:God as our bleſſed 
Erid; can never” poſſeſs it. Suppoſe 
that Men had a ſenfible and ſtrong aſſu- 
rance of the Eternal State hereafter, if 
all rhoſe who lived godly in a viſible 
manner aſcended with Elias to Heaven, 
and if all who continued in their Sins 
viſibly deſcended into Hell, as Corah 
and-his Company were ſwallowed up 
alive by the Farth,before the _—_ ; 
if Men could hear the joyful Exultati- 
ons of the Saints above, their high 
Praiſes of God, and hear the deſperate 
Crys and deep Complaints of the 
Damned: if one,according to the deſire 
of the rich Man, were ſent from Hell, 
and with his Fiery Tongue ſhould 
relate what he; had ſeen and ſuffer'd, 
and exhibit 'a* ſenſible demonſtrati- 
on 1n himſelf of thoſe Torments, yet 
this alone were not ſufficient todraw off 
their Hearts from the deceitful Happi- 
neſs of this World, and faſten them on 
the perfetand Eternal Happineſs in the 
next, Indeed they could not then in- 
Es = dulge 
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dulge their Luſts ſo ſecurely, but they 
pould: be Strangers to the Life of God, 
ſachiag.inveterate alienation of Heart 
isin-Men from real Holineſs. Till the 
fanQifying Spirit by a direQtive per- 
fuaſive Light that repreſents the Truth 
and - Goodneſs of Spiritual Things, 
transforms the Soul, and makes it 
Spiritual in its Yaluations and Af- 
feftions, *ris inwardly ayerſe from 
Grace and Glory, The Lord diref# our 
Hearts tnto the Love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Chriſt, when he ſhall 
come t0 be glorified in his Saints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe. 
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Mark 9. 48. Where their Worm dieth 
not, aud the Fire is not quenched. 


HE Words are the repetition 

of a powerful Motive, by our 

Blefled Saviour, to deter Men 

from __ Temptations to ſin, 
how grateful or uſeful ſoever to them : 
If thy Hand offend thee, cut is off; if 
thy Foot offend thee, cut it off ; if thy 
Eye offend thee, pluck it out. All the Oc- 
calions whereby Sin inſinuates it ſelf, 
and inflames our Inclinations, whether 
it bribes us with Profit, or —_— 
Pleaſure, muſt be immediately cut ; 

an 
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and for ever ſeparated from us, This 
Counſel ſeems yery ſevere tq the naty- 
ral Man, who freely converſes witfh 
Temptations : To do Violence to him- 
ſelf, and tear his beloved Luſts from 
his Boſom, the Carnal Nature will 
not conſent to. Quraviour therefore 
urges ſuch Arguments as may move the 
Underftanding nd Afﬀyttions; 'may 
ſtrike Senſe and Konſgiegce : For þ 55 
better to enter into LY: maimed, than 
having two Hands to go into Hell where 
the Fire never ſhall be quenched. Hope 
and Fear are the moſt ative Paſſions : 
The Hope of Heaven ismotive enough 
to nao 2. true Believer to deſpile and 
reject all the Advantages and Pleaſures 
of Sin that are but for a Seaſon : and 
the fear of an Everlaſting Hell, © is 
ſtrong enough to + eontroul the vici- 
ous Appetires. Reaſon determines, 
that when a Gangreen- that is deadly 


dimas ferrum an {pread ing, has ſeiz?d npon 4 Mern- 


paticris & ig- 
nes : ut valeas 
animo quic- 
quam rolera- 


re negabis ? 
Ar pretium 
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ber,: preſently to cut off an affefted 
Arm or. Leg, to ſave+ the reſt 1 how 
much more re#{onable. and neceflary 
is 1t to part with'the moft charming” 
and favohrite Stn, ro preſerve the' Sou 
trom Eternal Dearh ? *Tis obſervable, 
onr - Saviour -mculcates three m_ 
—_ that 
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that Men may take notice of it with 
terror, Where the Worm never dies, and 
the Fire «. never quenched : A. Worm 
gnawing upon the Bowels, that-are of 
the moſt tender and quick ſenſe, Fire 
that cauſes the moſt vehement -pain, 
are fearful Repreſentations to typify 
the Torments of the Damned: And 
that the Worm: is . undying, and the 
Fire unquenchable, infinitely: aggra+ 
vates their Puniſhment. 

The Propoſition is this : That the 
puniſhment of thoſe who will retain 
their pleaſant or profitable Sins, ſhall 
be extream and eternal. 


In-the handling of this Point, I will, 


r. Diſcourſe of the Extremity of 
the Puniſhment. 
- 2, Of the Eternity of it. 


7. Of the Extremity of it.. 

Before the particular Deſcription of 
the Pains of the Damned, I {ſhall ob» 
ſerve in general,. That the full 'Repre- 
ſentation of Hell is beyond al humane 
Expreffion , nay !-our moſt: frartul 
Thoughts cannot equal the Horrar of 
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ger? What are the prepared _— 
by infinite Juſtice and Almighty Wrath 
for obftinate Sinners? It is impoſſible 
for the moſt guilty and trembling Con- 
ſcience toinlarge its ſad apprehenſions 
according to thedegrees of that Miſery, 
The Lord will ſbew forth his Wrath, and 
make his Power known in the Veſſels fitted 
for Deftruition: None can tell what 
God can do, and what Man ſhall ſuf- 
fer, when made capable to endure 
ſuch Torments for ever, as now would 
preſently conſume him. As the Glo- 
ry of Heaven cannot be fully under- 
ſtood till enjoyed, ſo the Torments of 
Hell cannot be comprehended till felt. 
But we may have ſome diſtovery of 
thoſe unknown Terrors, by the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 


I. The moſt heavy Judgments of 
God upon Sinners here, are light and 
tolerable in Compariſon of the Pu- 
—_ of Sinners in the next State. 

or, | 

(1.) Temporal Evils of all kinds 
and degrees, as Peſtilence, Famine, 
War, are deſi for the bring! 
of Men to a ſight and ſenſe of their 
Sins, and are common to Good aye 

ere. 
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here.z4And if. hig Anger bg jo terrible 
when*+he chaſtiſes:as a. compaſkonete. 
Father; what is hjs Fury, when he pn, 
niſhes as a ſeyere Judg,? If the corre&t- 
ing Remedies ordered by his Wiſdom 
and Love for the conyerſion of Sinners 
be: {o. ſharp, what is; the deadly -r&- 
venge of, his zrreconcyleable Hatred,? 
(2.) The Miſerigg of the preſent Statg 
areallayed with ſpmeenjoyments.Nopg 
are ſo uniyerfally afflicted, ſo deſolate, 
but ſomething remains, to {iyeeten the 
ſenſe of their Sufferings. Judgments 
aretempered with Mexcies, No Magn 
iscortur'd with all Diſeaſes, nor forſay 
ken of all Friends, nor utterly without 
Comfort... And when the AfiQtion is 
irremediable, - yet if our grief produces 
Sympathy in others, *tis ſome cale to 
the, tronhled Mind, and by that afſi- 
ſtance the Burthen is madeJighter. Bur 
in Hell the Damned are ſurrounded with 
Terrors, encompaſt with Flames, with- 
out any; thing to refreſh their Sorrows, 
not a 4 of Water to a Lake of Fire, 
All that was eſtecmed Felicity here, 1s 
totally withdrawn. , Death puts a pe- 
riod to their Lives, : and, Pleaſures of 
Sin - for 'ever. For ,'tzis moſt_ juſt, 
that thoſe ObjeQs. which, were abu- 
K k {ed 
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fed by their Lufts, and alienated 
their Hearts from their Duty and Fe- 
licity, ſhould be taken away. And 
which is extream Miſery, in their 
moſt pitiful State they are abſolute- 
ly unpitied. Pity is the cheap and 
univerſal Lenitive, not denied to the 
moſt guilty in their Sufferings here : 
for the Law of Natnre inſtructs us to 
= the Man, when the MalefaQor 
affers, But even this is not afford- 
ed to the Damned. All their Ago- 
nies and Cries cannot incline the 
Compaſſion of God, and the bleſſed 
Spirits in Heaven towards them : for 
they are not compaſſionable ObjeQs, 
their Miſery being the juſt effeR of their 
perverſe obſtinate Choice. And in 
Hell all human tender AﬀeQtions are 
extinguiſht for ever. Now 'tis the per- 
feftionof Miſery, the exceſs of Deſola- 
tion, to be deprived of all good things 
pleaſing to our Deſires, and to ſuffer all 
Evils from which we have the deepeſt 
averſation and abhorrence. As in Hea- 
ven all Good is eminently compriſed, 
and nothing but Good, ſo in Hell all 
Evil is in excefſive degrees, and no- 
thing but Evil. 
(3.) Temporal Evils are inflicted by 
. the 
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the mediation of ſecond Cauſes that are 
of a limited power to hurt : but in the 
next World he more immediately tor- 
ments the Damned by his abſolute 
Power. The Apoſtle tells us, that 
the Wicked are puniſhed with everlaſt- 2 Thel. rc. 
ing Deſtruttion from the preſence of the 
Lord, and the Glory of his Power. 
What is the laſhing with a few Ruſh- 
es, to a blow given by the hand of a 
Giant that ſtrikes dead at once ? This 
compariſon is below the Truth. 

More particularly, the ſtate of Mi- 1:4 it is 4i- 
ſery is ſet fortlrin Scripture by ſuch re- {*! ## concave 
preſentations as may powerfully in- 15:car att os 
ſtrut and terrify even the moſt carnal « ſ/ritual Sub- 
Men. Nothing is more intolerably —_ 
painful, than ſuffering the violence of determinethat is 
Fire inraged with Brimftone: and Hell (tar 6nd p 
is deſcribed by a Lake of Fire and js war p.; 
Brimſtone, wherein the Wicked are #, it & as cr- 


. ctivable how 
tormented. Whether the Fire be Ma- ,,,;$,:;-"., 


capable of it, 
us Spirits in Confunttion with Bodies. The baman Soul in its Nature is Mo 
taal as the Angels, yet. bas a painſul ſinſe of Fire or other afflifling Evils 
incumbent on the Senſes, * The Body meerly feels not pain, but it paſſes 
through the Body to the Sonl. If the Soul by a ſtrong diverſion of Tooughts 
#þply it ſelf to an  Objeff, the Body is inſtnſeble of Pain, as is evident i; 
ſome Diſtaſes;, and that in the heat of Battel, drip Wounds art not felt, 
And as God by a natural Conſtitution has ordered, that the Body ſo touched 
and moved, txcitts 4 painful Senſe in the Soul, - be may have ordained that 
the Devils (hall feel the impreſſions of Mativiad Five, in the places to which 
they ſhall be confin'd, 
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terial or Metaphorical,thereality andin- 
tenſeneſs of the Torment is ſignified by 
it. But the ordinary Fire, tho mingled 
with the moſt torturing Ingredients, is 
not an adequate repreſentation of it. 
For that is prepared by Men, but the 
Fire of Hell is prepared by the 
Wrath of God for the Devil and his 
Angels. The Divine Power is illuſtrt- 
ouſly manite(ted in that terrible Prepa- 
ration : So that, as ſome of the Fathers 
expreſs it, if one of the Damned 
might paſs from thoſe Flames into the 
fierceſt Fires here, it were to exchange 
a Torment for a Refreſhment. The 
Scripture ſpeaks of the vehement heat 
and fiery Thirſt, and outer Darkneſs in 
which the Damned ſuffer, to ſatisfy the 
rights of Juſtice in the torment of thoſe 


Senſes, for the Pleaſure of which Men 


wilfully broke the Laws of God. 

But the Soul being the chief Sinner, 
ſhall be the chief Mourner in thoſe Re- 
gions of Sorrow. An Image of this we 
have in the Agonies of- Spirit, which 
ſometimes the Saints themſelves are in 
here, and which the moſt ſtubborn Sin- 
ners can neither reſiſt nor endure. Job 
was afflicted in that manner that he 
complains, The Arrows of the Almighty 
are 


ms wn) £A a *«@_v tt ; 


ae am oo.= ws Ma oc 646 an oe@A ab amb om Vx > folk OG Gmc pews os  O&oS5 mb 


ND — 


5O1 


Of HE x rc. 
are with me, the Poiſon whereof drinks up 
my Spirit, the Terrors of God ſet them- 
ſelves in Array againſt me. If a Spark 
of his Diſpleaſure falls on the guilty 
Conſcience, it tears and blows up all, 
as a Fire-ball caſt into a Magazine. S$9- 
lomon, who underſtood the Frame of 
humane Nature, tells us, The Spirit of 
a Man can bear his Infirmity : that is, 
the Mind fortihed by principles of 
moral Counſel and Conſtancy, can 
endure the aſſault of external Evtls : 
but 4 wounded Spirit who can bear ? This 
is molt inſupportable when the ſting 
and remorſe of the Mind is from the 
ſenſe of Guilt: for then God appears 
an Enemy, righteous and ſevere; and 
who can encounter with offended Om- 
nipotence ? Such is the ſharpneſs of 
his Sword,and the weight of his Hand, 
that every ſtroke 1s deadly inward. 
Satan the cruel Enemy of Souls, ex- 
aſperates the Wounds. He diſcovers 
and charges Sin upon the Conſcience 
with all its killing Aggravations, and 
conceals the divine Mercy,the only Le- 
nitive and Balm to the Wounded Spi- 
rit, What Viſions of Horror, what 
SpeQtacles of Fear, what Scenes of 
Sorrow are preſented to the diſtracted 
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Mind by the Prince of Darkneſs ? And 
which heightens the Miſery, Man is 
a worſe Enemy to himſelf than Satan: 
he falls upon his own Sword and de- 
ſtroys himſelf. Theguilty Conſcience 
turns the Sun into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Blood : the precious Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, that aſſure Fa- 
vour and Pardon to returning and re- 
lenting Sinners, are turn'd into Argu- 
ments of deſpair, by refle&ting upon 
the abuſe and provocation of Mercy, 
that the Advocate in God's boſom, is 
become the Acculſer., Whatever the 
Soul-wounded Sinner ſees or hears, af- 
flits him ; whatever he thinks, tor- 
ments him. All the Diverſions in the 
World, Buſineſs, Pleaſures, merry 
Converſation, Comedies, are as ineft- 
fetual to give freedom from thoſe 
Stings and Furies in the Breaſt, as 
the ſprinkling of Holy Water is to 
expel a raging Devil from a poſleſt 
Perſon. Thoſe who in their Pride 
and Jollity, have deſpiſed ſerious Re- 
ligion, cither asa, fond Tranſport and 
Extaſy towards God, or a dull Melan- 
choly and DejeQtion about the Soul, or 
an idle Scrupuloſity about indifferent 
things, yet when God has ſet theirSins 
| with 
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with all their killing circumſtances in 
order before their Eyes, how changed, 
how confounded are they at that Ap- 
parition ? how reſtleſs, with the dread- 
ful expeCtation of the doom that attends 
them! Beſbezzer in the midſt of his 
Cups, and Herd of Concubines, by a 
few Words written on the Wall, con- 
taining his Proceſs and Judgment, was 
ſo terrified by his guilty jealous Con- 
{cience, that his Joints were looſed, 
Nature ſunk under the apprehenſion. 
Now all theſe troubles of Mind,are but 
the beginnings of Sorrows, but the 
Smoak of the infernal Furnace, but 
Earneſts of that terrible Sum which 
divine Juſtice will ſeverely exa& of the 
Wicked in Hell. 

Indeed theſe Examples are rare, and 
not regarded by the moſt, and by ſome 
lookt on as the effefts of DiſtraQtion ; 
but to convince the bold and careleſs 
Sinners who never felt the ſtings of an 
awakned Conſcience, what extream 
Terrors ſeize upon the Wicked in the 
- other World ? Conſider, 

1. The Appreheaſion ſhall be more 
clear and enlarged than in the preſent 
State. Now the Soul is oppreſt with a 
weight of Clay, and in Drowſineſs and 
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Obſcurity' The great things of Eter- 
gity are'of/ little force to convince the 
Conſcience, or perſwadethe AﬀeQions, 
Bur then' the Soul ſhall work with the 
quickeſt ativity. The Mind ſhall by 
an irrcliftible- Light take a full. view 
of all afflicting Obyetts. Phe moſt ſtu- 
pid and unconcerned Sinners ſhall then 
fee and: feel rheir ruin'd State; whata 
glorious Felicity rhey have loft, what a 
Miſery rhey are plunged into, without 
any poſſibility of leſſening [it by falſe 
Conceits, and receiving any relief by 
the error of Imagination. 

2. The mourntul Thoughts ſhall be 
always fixt upon what is tormenting, 
The Soul in conjunction with the Body 
cannot always apply it ſelf ro one ſort 
of Qbjets. For the Miniſtry of the 
ſenſible Faculties is requiſite to its Ope- 
rations. And the Body mult be ſuppor- 
red by Eating and Drinking and Reſt, 
which interrupts troubleſom Thoughts. 
Beſides, the variety of Objefts and Ac- 
cidents-here avert the Mind ſometimes 
from whar is afflicting. . But the ſepa- 
rate Soul is'in no dependance' on the 
Body, and after their reunion, there 
ſhall be no neceſſity of Food or Skep, 
or any-otheranimal a{tion to ſupport 
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it, but it ſhall be reſtored to a new ca- 

city for new Torments,and preſerved 
in that miſerable State by the power of 
God. There will be nothing then to 
divert the loſt Soul from ſad Refle&i- 
ons upon its Miſery. There are no lu-' 
cid intervals in Hell. 

3. All the tormenting Paſſions will 
then be let looſe at once upon the guil- 
ty Creature. And if there beno fingle 
Paſſion ſo weak, but heightned, will 
break the _=_ and render Life {0 
miſerable, that a Man will take Sanftu- 
ary in the Grave to eſcape ; how miſe. 
rable is the Condition when the moſt 
fierce and united Paſſions war againſt 
the Soul ? This is ſignified by the zever- 
dying Worm that gnaws on the tendereſt 
parts, and of quickeſt ſenſe. Shame, 
Sorrow, Deſpair, Fury, Hatred and 
Revenge are {ome of that brood of Vi- 
pers that torment the Damned. 

i, Shame is a Paſhon of which hu- 
man Nature is very ſenſible, and this in 
the higheſt degree of Confuſion ſhall 


ſeize on the Wicked. For all the juſt P- 1= 


cauſes of Shame ſhall then meet. The 
joward ſource of it is the conſciouſneſs 
of Guilt, or Turpitudeand Folly in the 
Actions ; and, all theſe are the gs 7 
rable 
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Tacits ſudane able AdjunCs of Sin. The guilty Soul 


przcordia cul- 


Pa. 
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heir foul'and permanent Deformity in 


by a piercing refleionupon 1ts Crimes, 
has a ſecret ſhame of its Degeneracy 
and Unworthineſs. The Paſhon is in- 
creaft, when a diſcovery is made of vile 
praftices that defile and debaſe a Man, 
expoſe to Contempt and Infamy, before 
Perſons of high Quality and eminent 
Verrue, whom we admire and reve- 
rence, and whoſe eſteem we value. To 
be ſurprized in an unworthy AfQtion by 
ſuch a Perſon, diforders the Blood, and 
transfuſes a Colour into the Face, to 
cover it witha Vail of Bluſhing. And 
the more numerous 'the SpeQtators are, 
the more the Diſgrace is aggravated. 
And if 'Derifion be joined with the Tg- 
nominy, it cauſes extream Diſpleafure. 
O the univerſal Confuſion, the over- 
wring amazement that will {eiſe on 
inners 1n the great Day of Diſcovery, 
when all the Works of Darkneſs, all 
their baſe Senfualiries ſhall be revealed 


before God; Angels and Saints ! When 


all the Covers of Shame ſhall be taken 
off, the Excuſes and Denials, to extenu- 
ate or conceal theirSins;ſhall vaniſh,and 
their Breaſtsbe tranſparent to the Eyes | 
of all! How will they be aſhamed of 


the 


of Hnr 


the Light of that glorious Preſence ? 
How will they be aftoniſht toappear in 
all their Pollutions before that bright 
and immenſe Theatre ? How will the 

be confounded to ſtand in all their Guilt 
before that ſublime and ſevere Tribu- 
nal?. How will they endure the up» 
braidings for all”the Sins which they 
have ſo wickedly committed, and the 
derifion for the Puniſhment they ſo de- 
lervedly ſuffer ? The holy Judg will 
laugh at their Calamity, and mock whes 
their fear comes. The Righteous alſo 
ſball ſee, and ſhall laugh at them, Lo 
theſe are the Men that made not God 
their Portion, but _ Vanities, 
that prefer'd ſweet Folly betore ſevere 
Wiſdom. The Devils will reproach 
them for that ſcornful advantage they 
had over them, That as Children are 
{educ'd for things of Luſtre to part with 
real Tresſures, ſo they were eaſily 
perſuaded for the Trifles of Time to 
exchange Eternal Happineſs. Whither 


will they cauſe their Shame to go? Thoſe Jer. 14. 12. 


black Sinners that here never change 
colour for their Filthineſs, that hardned 
by cuſtom in Sin, are impenetrable to 
Shame, as the brute Beaſts thatare abſo- 
lutely deſtitute of reaſon, nay that have 
not 
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not.oaly overcome all tenderneſs, but 
glory in their Shame, ſhall glow at the 
manifeſtation of their ſordid Luſts,their 
vile Servilities, - and be covered with 
Confuſion, and' the ſenſe of it ſhall be 
revived in their Minds'for ever.” 

\ 2. To open Shame is joined the 
greateſt inward Sorrow. This Paſlion, 
when violent, penetrates the Soul in all 
its Faculties, and faſtens it to the at- 
fliting Objet. When it dwells in the 
Boſom, it gives an caſy entrance to 
whatever cheriſhes and increaſes it, 
and rejeas what..might aflwage. and 
leſſen the ſenſe of the Evil. The moſt 
pleaſant ng do not. excite Deſire or 
Joy, but exaſperate Grief. Like thoſe 
Animals that convert the beſt nouriſh- 
ment into their own Poiſon ; ſo deep 
Sorrow receives mournful impreſſions 
fromall things, and turns the ſweeteſt 
Comforts of Life into Wormwood and 
Gall. Ihe cauſes of Sorrow are either 
the loſs of ſome valued Good, or the 
ſenſe of ſome preſent Evil. And the 
Sorrow is more violent, as the Cauſe is 
great in it ſelf, and in the apprehenſi- 
on and tenderneſs . of . the Sufferers. 
Now both theſe Cauſes, with all the 
heavy Circumſtances that can a 
an 
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and aggravate Sorrow, meet in Rell 

the Centre of Mifery, ' © 
©. The lofs, is inconceivably great. If - 
Cain when bani{h'd from the Sodiety of 
the Saints, where God was publickly 
worſhip'd, ang by ſpirttual Revefations 
and viſible Apparitions, graciouſly 
made himſelf, known, _ cry'd out. in 
anguiſh-"of Soul, My puniſhment is 
reater than 1 can bear : from thy Face 
Gal I be hid, and IT ſhall be a Fugitive 
" wpon the Earth : how intolerable will 
be the final ſeparation from his glorious 
and joyful Prefence be? In the clear-and 
transforming Viſion of his Glory, and 
the intimate and indifſolvable, Union 
with him by Love, conſiſts the: Perfe- 
Qtion and Satisfaction of the immortal 
Soul. The Felicity reſulting, from it, 
is as entire and eternal, as God is 
Great and True, who has ſo often pro- 
mis'd it in Scripture. . Now the.Dam- 
ned are for ever excluded from the re- 
viviig Preſence of God. *Tis; often 
{cen how tenderly and impatiently the 
humane Spirit reſents the loſs of a dear 
Relation. Jacob for the ſuppoſed death 
of Joſeph, was ſo overcome with Grief, 
that when all his Sons and Daughters 
roſe up to comfort him, he refuſed tg 
RIS 
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be comforted, and Taid, I will go down ; 

Juſſi Domi- zyourning to the Grave. Indeed this 

—— overwhelming Sorrow, is both 'a Sin 

omnis inordi; and a Puniſhment,  *Tis ordain'd, by 

narus affeetus.\ h6-jphreous and unchangeable Decree 

" of God, that every inordinate AﬀeCti- 
on in Man ſhould be his own Tormen- 
tor. But if the loſs of a poor frail 
Creature for a ſhort time be {o affliQ- 
ing, how inſuppoxtable will the Sor- 
row be for the loſs of the Bleſſed God 
for ever ? Who canfully conceive the 
Extent and. Degrees of that Evil ? For 
an Evil rifes in proportian to the Good 
of which. it deprives us : It mult there- 
fore follow, that Celeſtial Bleſſedneſs 
being an infinite eternal Good, the ex- 
clufion from it is proportionably Evil. 
And as the Feliciryof the'Saints refults 
from the Fruition of God in Heaven, 
and from compariſon with the contrary 
State: So the Milery of the Damned 
ariſes, both from the thoughts of loſt 
Happineſs, and from the laſting Pain 
that rorments them, 

It may be replied, If this be the ut- 
moſt Evil that is conſequent to Sin, the 
Threatning of it, is likely to deter but 
few from the pleaſing their corrupt Ap- 
petites : for carnal Mea have ſuch groſs 


and 


LL PIR TIPS - Sr go. WR"; TOTP mm F 2 _ *r =I-==:Þ»; = FF _ 4, MW" T RE wr a” = 


Of HELL 


and vitiated AﬀeRtions that are careleſs 
of ſpiritual Happineſs. They cawnor 
tafte and ſee how good the Lord is. © 
To this a clear Anſwer may be gi- 
ven: In the next State, where the 
Wicked ſhall be for ever without thoſe 
Carnal Objefts, that here deceive and 
—_ een, OS Cr of all 
that eir volupruous 
Serifes thats” Apprehenſions will be 
changed ; they, II underſtand what 
a Happineſs 1t is to enjoy God, and 
what a Mifery to be 'expell'd from the 
Celeftial Paradife. Our Saviour tells 


ng of Teeth, when ye ſhall fee A- 


the Ine There ſhall be weeping. and Luke 15. 28: 


, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the 
Prophets ins the Kjngdom of God, and 
you your ſelves thruſt out. How will 
they pine with envy at the ſight of 
that triumphant Felicity, of which 
they ſhall never be Partakers ? To ſee 
that bleſſed Company entring into the 
ſacred Manſions of Light, will-make 
the lols of Heaven 'infinitely . more 
diſcernable and terrible to.the Wicked, 
who ſhall be caft into outer Darkneſs, 
and for ever be m_—_ of Communi- 
on with God and his Saints, Depart 
from 
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from me, will be as dreadful a part of 
the Judgment as Eternab Fire. hn 
With the loſs of the moſt; excellent 
Good, the ſuffering of the moſt, affltt- 
ing painful Evil 1s join'd. The Seq- 
tence is, Depart ye Curſed into Ewe 
laſting Fire. God's Jultice 1s not ſay 
tisfied in de gu. |ccers of Heaven, 
but inflits the moſt heavy Puniſhmeat, 
upon.Senſe and Conſcience in the Dams» 
ned : for as the Soul and Body in.their 
ſtate of union in this Life, were both 
guilty, the one as a Guide, the other as 
the Inſtrument of Sin; and if: an 
imaginarry Sorrow conceived in the 
Mind without a real external Cauſe, as 
in Melancholly Perſons, when grofs 
Vapoursdarken and corrupt the bright- 
_— purity of the Spirits that are 


requiſite for its chearful Operations, 4s 
often ſo oppreſiivg that Nature fir ks 


under it : How inſupportable will the | 
Sorrow of condemned Sinners be,: un- | 
der the impreſſion and ſenſe of: God% | 


Almighty and avenging Hand,wher it 


ſhall tully appear how pureand holy. t& | 
is in his Anger for Sin, how juſt and 


dreadful in puniſhing Sinners ? It ma 


be the indulgent Sinner may leſſen his | 
- fear Þ 
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fear of Hell, by fancying the number of 
Sufferers will aſſwage the1enſe of their 
Miſery. But this'is a fooliſh Miſtake ;/ 
For the number of Sufferers ſhall be ſo 
far from affording any relief, / that the 
Miſery is aggravated by the Company 
and Communication of the Miſerable: 
Evety- one is - furrounded with Sor- 
rows, and by. the ſights of Wo abour' 
him, feels. the univerſal Grief, The 
weeping and wailing, the -cries and 
dolorous expreſſions of all the Damned, 
increaſes the torment and vexation of 
every one. - As when the Wind con: 
fpires with the Flamey 'tis more fierce 
and ſpreading. 

3. The Concomitant of Sorrow will 
be Fury and Rage againtt themſelves, 
as the true cauſes of their Miſery. For 
God will make ſuch a diſcovery of his 
righteous Judgment, that not only the 
Saints ſhall glorify his Juſtice in the 
condemnation of the Wicked, but they 
ſhall be ſo convinc'd of it, as not to be 
able tocharge their Judg with any de- 
F& of Mercy, or exceſs of Rigour in 
his proceedings againſt them; As the 


Man in the Parable of the Marriage- =: 


Feaſt, when taxt for his preſumptuous 
tntruſton without a Wedding-Garmene, 
Ll Hqw 
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cameſt thaw in hither # was ſpecahs: 


How 
leſs: they will nd.no plea fortheir' 


Juſtification and Defence, hut maſt.ce- 
ceive the eternal} Doom with.:Slene: 
and Confuſion. Then Conſieace {hall 
reviyethe bitter remembrance of all the, 
methods of divine Mercy for their Sale; 


. vation, that were ineffeQtual. by than 


Contempt andObſtinacy. Altthe game. 
fionate Calls by his Word, -with the. 
oly Motions of- the. Spirit, were like 
the ſowing of Seed in theStany Ground, 
that took garoot, -and never came: ta 


perfeRiqn. All bis terrible Threatnings 


were but as Thunder to the Deaf; or 
-—__ - to the Blind,that littleaffeds 

m : the hounty of his Providence 
deſign'd to lead them to Repent ance, had 
the lame effe&t, as the Showers of Hea- 
ven upon Briars and Thornsthat makes 
them grow the faſter. And that a Mer» 
cy ſd ready to pardon, did not produce 
in them a correſpondent 100 of 
grateful obedient Love,but by the moſt 
unworthy provocations they pluck'd 
down the Vengeance due to obſtioate 
Rebels, will ſo enrage the: Damned a- 
gainſt themſelves, that they will be-leſs 
miſerable by the _ they ſuffer,than 
by the convition of their torn _—_ 
| that 
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that: they :were'the ſoke-Cauſes of it, 
II ES 
them, for the ſtupi of rhe grtat 
Salvatton fo dearly purchaſed, wm 
noftly vitered to then? What'a fiery 
addition ro their Tortnent, - that when 
God was fo willing to fave thern, they 
were ſo wilful co be Parned, They 
will nove forgive themſelves, that for 
the ſhore and mean Pleafures of Senſe, 
which -ifenjoyeda thoufand yeats, can« 
got recompence the loſs of Heaven, nof 
requits the pains of Hell:for an Hour, 
—_— be deprived of the one, and 
uffter the other for ever. 

4. The: Sorrow and Rape will be 
increaſed'by Deſpair : for when the 
wretched Sinner {eesthe Evil is peremip« 
tory, and no Outlet of Hops, he aban« 
dons himſelf co the violence of Sorrow, 
and'by- cruel Thoughts wounds the 
Heare more, than che fierceſt Furies itt 
Helt can, This Miſery that flows from 
defpair ſhall be more fully opened uns« 
der the diftin&t conſideration of the 
Erernity'of Hell. Briefly, as the Bleſ- 
fed are it- Heaven, and' Heaven is in 
them, - by thoſe holy and joyful Aﬀe- 
Rions that are-always exerciſed in the 
Divige Preſence, ſo the Damned are in 
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Hell, and Hell is.jo them by.thaſe fierce 
and miſerable Paſſions that eanrinually 
prey. upon them, ndpt 28h 

2., The Eternity of their Milery 
makes it above all other, Conſiderations 
intollerable. Our Saviour repeats: it 
thrice in the ſpace of a few: Verles,: to 
terrify thoſe who ſpare ſome favourite 
Corruption,that in Hell their Worm dies 
not, and the Fire is never quenched, God 
will never reverſe his Sentence; and 
they ſhall never change their State. 
How willingly would carnal-Mena raze 
the Word Eternal gut of the$eriptures, 
but to their grief they find it [joined 
with the Felicity of Heaven,,.and the 
Torments of Hell. The ſecond Death 
has all the terrible qualities-of ' the firſt, 
but not the eaſe and end it brings to 
Miſery. All the Tears of thoſgforlorn 
Wretches, ſball never quench one ſpark 
of the Fire. Where are the delicious 
Fare, the Muſick, the Purple, and all 
the carnal Delights of the rich Man ?. 
they are all changed into a contrary 
ſtate of Miſery, and that ftate is fixt for 
ever, - From his vaniſhing Paradiſe he 
deſcended into an everlaſting Hell, In 
this the Vengeance of God is infinitely 
more heavy than the maſt terrible exe- 
cution 
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cutionfrom Men. Human Juſtice and 
Power can inflit bur one Death (that 
will be ſoon diſpatcht) upon a Malefa- 
Qtor worthy to ſuffer a hundred Deaths ; 
ib he be condemned to the Fire, they 
cannot make him live and die together, 
to burn and not be conſumed : But God 
will ſo far ſupport the Damned in their 
Forments, that they ſhall always have 
Strength to feel, though no Strength to 
endurethem. Thoſeextream Tormeats 
which would extinguiſh the preſent 
Life ina Moment, ſhall be ſuffered for 
ever. This Conſiderarion infinitel 
aggravates the Miſery. Por the lo 
Soul .rackt with the fearful Contem- 
plation of what it mult ſuffer for ever, 
feels as it were at once all the Evils that 
— torment it in its _ _ 
e perpetuity of the Miſery is always 
felt by 69x Ah This 29.4 the cruel 
breaking of the Bones upon the Wheel, 
when the Soul is tormented by the fore. 
ſight of Miſery that withoutallays ſhall 
continue in the circulation of Eternal 
| Ages. To make this more ſenſible, let 
| us conſider, that Pain makes the Mind 
| obſervant of the paſſing of the hours. 
In Pleaſures, Time with a quick and 
filent motion Dy moo away : but 
3 in 
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in Troubles the Hours are tedjous 3: in 
violent Pains we reckon the- Minytes 
as long. *Tis' obſervable how paſfic. 
nately the aMifted Plalmiſt ins, 
Will the Lord taft off for ever # Will be 
be favourable no more ? Doth his Pro- 
miſe fail for evermore © Hath he for- 
otten to be graciow ? Hath be in anger 
770 up bis tender Mercies ? In what va- 
Tious pathetick Forms does he expreſs 
the ſame AﬀeSion-?* Though he had 
aſſurance that the gracious God would 
not be always deyere, yet his Anguiſh 
forc'd from him Complaints, as if the 
moment of his Trouble were an Erer- 
nity. But what ſtrains of Sorrow are 
among the Damned, who befides the 
preſent ſenſe of their Miſery, have. al- 
ways in their Fhoughts the vaſt Eter. 

nity wherein they muſt ſuffer it ? 
When three terrible Evils were pro- 
pounded to D4vid's choice, pinjng Fa- 
mine for three Years, or bloody War 
for three Months, or devouring Peſti- 
lence for three Days, he choſe the 
ſhorcet, chough in it $f the heaviet 

vil. | | 

Many fad'Days muſt paſs under the 
ather Judgments, where Pearh by ane 
[icipatzon jn-fuch yariety of _ 
WOul 
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would be'prefented to the Mind, that 
the :libfiring expeRtation of 'it would 
affti more than. the ſudden firoke : 
whereasrhe fury of the Peftilence would 
be'fdh over. But the Damned have 
not this relich, but ſhall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever. How car- 
neftly do they ſeek for Death, but cannot 
find it ? What a Favour would they 
tfteetn it to bÞ annihilated ?. For cer- 
rainly, if when the Evils in the preſent 
Stare are ſo multiplied, that no Com- 
fort isleft, or ſo violent that the afMiQ- 
ed Perſon canagt enjoy them, and re- 
freſh his forrowful Spirit, Death is cho- 
ſn ratherthan Life ; it cannot be ima- 
ined that in the future State,where the 
ſexy isextream,and nothing remains 
to'allay it, that the Damaed ſhould be 
in love-with the unhappy good of ſim- 
ple being, and not chuſe an abſolute ex- 

—_— if it might be. 
| Wy one ſhould be ſo fooliſhtothigk 
that Cuſtom will render that State 
more tolerable, he-will find a terrible 
confutation of his vain Fancy. In- 
deed, continuance under light Evils, 
riay arm-the Mirid  with' patience to 
bear them, but-in great Extremities it 
makes the Eyil more ponderous and 
LI 4 in» 
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intolerable, He that is-tortured with 
the Stone, or 'on the Rack; the longer 
the Torture continues, the eſs able he 
is to ſuſtain it. In ſhort, asthe Joy of 
Heaven is infinitely more raviſhing, 
that the Bleſſed 'are without fear! of 
loſing of it ; fo the: Miſery of Hell is 
proporyocadly tormenting, that the 
Damned are abſolutely deſtitute: of 
hopes of a releaſe. Q "ti 4 fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, who lives for ever, and will pu- 
niſh for ever incorrigible Sinners ! 


There are ſome who ſtrongly fancy, 
*ris not conſiſtent with, Divine Juſtice, 
to inflit an eternal Ptiniſhment for 
temporary Sins, Therefore they ſoften 
the Sentence, by interpreting the 
Words of Chriſt, .” Theſe Pal go into 
vrning Puniſhment, oft the annihi- 
lation of 'impenitent Sinners; that is, 
they ſhall be for ever deprived of Hea- 
ven, but not ſuffet Torments for 
Ever, ..- *; i 
© To this there is a (clear Anſwer : 
I, The dire oppoſition | between ever- 
laſting Puniſhment, and everlaſting Life, 
1n the words of Chriſt, is a convincing 
Argument they are to be underſtood » 
; A 
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the ſame extent for an abſolute Eterni- 
ty. And the words.in the Revelation 
are ſo expreſs, that they admit no mol- 
lifying Interpretation, They are tor- 
mentid Day and Night, for ever and 
ever : Which neceſſarily infer, the 
tormented have Lifeand Senſe for ever. 
Now : that in Scripture *tis evident 
that God hath decreed and denounc 

eternal Puniſhment to obſtinate Sin- 
gers, is ſufficient to ſatisfy all Enqui- 
ries about the Juſtice of it : for Divine 
Tuſtice is the correſpondence of God's 
Will and Actions, with the Perfe&i- 
ons of his Holy Nature. From hence 
we ' may infer with invincible Evi- 
dence, that whatever he pronounces in 
Judgment, and conſequently inflits, 
15 moſt Righteous. The Truth is, we 
may as eaſily conceive there is no God, 
25that God is unjuſt; becauſe abſolute 
ReQitude is an inſeparable PerfeQion 
of his Nature. Thus the Apoſtle with 


abhorrence rejets the Queſtion, Is God Rom. 3: 5,5. 


Unrighteous who taketh Vengeance ? 
God forbid : for then how ſhall God jude 
the World ? That were to deny him to 
be God, who is the Creator, and King, 
and Judg of the World. **Tis a full 
Reply to all the pittiful Shifts that are 

| | made 
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made uſe of to elade the plain _ 
ing of the eternal Judgmeiit that will 
oaks upori the 'Wicked ; Sh4l torts! 
Job 4. 17. Man be more juſt than God? fhdll i 


Man be more pure thats his Maker ?- The 
Reprobates have now ſore bold Advo- 
cites, that -plead thoſe things for fa- 
your t6 them, which they will not 
dare to plead for themſelves at the laſt 
Day. The Holy Judg. will then cut 
off all their Excufes, and reduce thein 
to a defenceleſs ſilence; before he cots 
them off, God will be juſtified ix bis 
—_ , and overcome when he © 
eth. 

£ he Righteouſnels of the Proceed- 
ings at the laſt Day, in determining 
the Wicked to a ſtate of everlaſting 
Torments, has been confider'd in the 
Diſcourſe- of Judgment, and will far- 
rher appear by the following Conſide- 
rations: | 

1. . The. Wiſdom of God' requires, 
that the- Puniſhment: threatned 1n his 
Law, 'as it mult. be ſo firmly decreed, 
chat all obſtinate Rebels ſhall of ne- 
cellity-undergo it,. ſoit ruſt incompa- 
rably exceed all temporal Evils,: to 
which Men- may- be expoſed for their 
Obedience to the Divine my = 
other- 
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otherwiſe the Threatning would not 
be an' effeftual reſtraint from Sin: 
For the propinquity of an Evil makes 
a ſtrodhg impreſſion upon the Mind, and 
a preſent Fear makes a Perſon pllici- 
tous. to: avoid the ineurſion of what. is 
ready to ſeize on him, without fore- 
caſting to prevent an Evil look'd on at 
a diſtance. Therefore that the SanQti- 
on of the Divine Law may preſerve 
the Precepts Ioviolable, that there may 
be a continual reverence of it,. and a 
fixed reſolution in the Hearts of Men 
not to tranſgreſs, the Penalty ,threat- 
ned muſt be in its own Nature fa ter-, 
the vppeckeaton of all preioe. Feds 
ap n of all preſent. 
that can be inflied to conſtrain; us 
to. ſin. Therefore our Sawour 
warns his Diſciples, Fear not them.nbat 
cas kill the Body, (make that {un die 
that is mortal) but fear hizs that. after 
he has killed, has power to caſt into Hell; 
yea, 1 ſay unto you, him. Now 
if the threatoing of. an everlaſting 
Hell, through Infidelity and Iriconſade- 
ration, be not effefQual 1n the Minds. of 
Men to reftrain.them. from. Sia, if 
temporary Torments. ia the gexet irate 
were only threatned, which are infi- 
nitely 
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nitely more eaſy and, tolerable, garnal 
Sinners would follow the ſwinge' of 
their corrupt Appetites, and commir 
Iniquity with greedineſs; this, would 
ſeem to refleX upon the Wiſdom of the 
Lawgiver, as if he were defeQlive in 
not binding his SubjeQs firmly ro their 
Duty, was the.Ends of Government 
would not be obtain'd. " 
'2, God, as the Sovereign Ruler of 
the World, has eſtabliſh'd an. inſepa- 
rable Connexion between the, Choice 
and AQtons of Men here, and their 
future Condition for 'ever. The pro- 
miſed Reward of Obedience is ſo ex- 
<celfent and eternal, that all the Allure- 
ments of the World vaniſh in compa- 
rifon with it : and there is ſuch an. in- 
fallible Aſſurance of rhis Reward in 
the Word of God, that all,. and only 
thofe who ſincerely obey his .Com- 
mands, ſhall enjoy it in the future 
State ; that a ſerious Believer who pon- 
ders things, cannot be diverted trom 
his Duty by preſent Temptations. . Be- 
ſides, by a Chain of Conſequences, 
ſinful Pleaſures are linked withetercal 
puniſhment threatned_ in.rhe Diyine 
Law ; and he that will enjoy fortyd- 
den Pleaſures, binds himſelf co er 
"Y : 
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all the Pains annexed £9 them., , Nqw 
when-'God' has, from his excellent 
Goodneſs and undeſerved Mercy, al- 
{ured- Men of 'the Glory and Joys of 
Heaveh that are unſpeakable and eter- 
nal, upon the gracious Terms of: the 

3 ' and, upon their deſpiſing is, 
threatned Eternal Miſery, if Mer 
obſtinately negle& {a great Salvation ; 
how-reaſonable is it they ſhould inbe- 
rit. their own Choice? There is,a0 
_ middle State inthe next World, no to- 
lerable mediocrity, but two contrary 
States ; yet alike 1n this, that the Hap- 


pineſs and Miſery are equally Eternal ::, 


and tis juſt that all who negle& eter- 
nal Life, ſhould ſuffer eternal. Death : 
for *ris the natural and neceſſary Con« 
ſequence of their Option : Therefore: 
Sinners are charged, with extream 
madnels to wropg their own Souls, and to 
love Death. — 

3. It will. appear how unqualified 
the Damned are tor the leaſt favour, -if 
we conſider their continual hatred agd. 
Blaſphemies of God. The Seeds of-this. 
are. in wicked obſtinate Sinners here, 
who are ſtiled haters: of God;, but in 
the Damned this enmity. is direft aad. 
explicit, 


Prov. 8. 25. 


_ the' Fever is he raed ate 
a Frenzy, the blefſed is the Obs 
je& of their Curſes and eternal Aver- 
ſation.. Our Saviour tells us, 'that in 


Helt- there 5s weeping and 2nafivite of 
== ; Defoe —_— and extreatn 


ror Puſor' of loft ah Sore. For when 


guilty Sufferers are {o weak, 
they cannot by Patience endure ls 
Tormens, nor-by Strength refift the 
Power that i them, and we 
wicked and ftubbora, they are irrita- 
ted by their ES out Blaſs 


Ce dean eo kien) 6s 
their Power were equal to their De- 
fires, _ would dethrone the moſt 
High. takes pleafure in 
Revenge, either reaF or imaginaryt 
and although - God! is infinitely 
above the tranſports of theie Pury, 
and- all their rancorous Imprecati- 
ons. are reflexively: pernicions to 
thenelves, like Arrows ſhot  apainft 
the Sun, that fall down upoen- their 
Heads that —_ yet —_—_ 
always. venting 't Malice 2 

the- juſt Power that torments them. 
*Tis faid of the Worſhippers of = 
Bea 
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Beaſts Shes they 
for'(Pain, .. and 
Haguen breanſe 'of- theiv Pains, The 
Tarment and Blaſphemies of thoſe im- 
znitept.. Idolaters,. are a true repre- 
entation of .the ſftate.'of the Damned. 
From hence. it appears they are the 
proper ObjeRs ' of: revenging Juſtice. 
How can we reaſonably canceive, 
that God, in favour to the Reprobates, 
ſhauld. croſs the eſtabliſhed order of 
Creation? For iwo: Ranks of: Bei 

were made, the Material, of. peri 


ing)! Principles, the Spiritual, of an 
= _— And will, God 
withdraw: his Conſervative Pawer of 
the guilty Soub in its Immortality, and 
to.put an cod to- its deſerved Miſery, 
Cm Reflections, annie 
hilate-iz? If a Criminal were juſtly 
condemn'd to a ſevere Puniſhment, 
and ſhould: contumeliouſly and: fiercely 
reproach.the Prince, by whoſe Autho- 
rity he was condemn'd, could. it be ex- 
pected there-ſhould be a mitigation of 
theSentence? Andisita ThoughtconGe 
ſReatwith the reaſonable Mind; that the 
#ighteous Judg) of the World, wall xe- 
venie.or i mitigate the Sentence againſt 
theDamaed,who blaſpheme his Majeſty 


and 


Free their Tougues 


laſphemed.' the Gad- of Rev.15.10,1 A 
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and Juſtice? and if they were as om» 
nipotent"to effet, as they are malici- 
ous to defire, would deſtroy his Be- 
ing. *Tis true, the Divine Threat- 
ning does not bind God to a rigorous 
execution of it upon Sinners : he has 
declar'd, if Sinners will turn from their 
evil ways, he will repent of the Evil he 
purpos'd to do nato them: but when 
Threatnings are part of the Laws 
whereby Men are govern'd, it iscon- 
ruous to the Wiſdom-and Juſtice: of 
the Law-giver to execute them in theiv 
full force upon the obſtinate Offenders, 
withal conſidering _ the: inflicting of 
them is ſo: far from working any in- 
genuous Change in thoſe Rebels, that 
thereby they become more fierce and 
obdurate. | 
. Laſtly, the immenſe Guilt that ad- 
eres to Sin, ires a proportion in 
the Puniſhment.” 'T bg ts ia all 
Courts of Judicature, that the degrees 
of an Offence ariſe according to 'the 
degrees of Dignity of the Perſon of- 
fended: Now the Majeſty of God is 
truly infinite, againſt whom Sin. is 
committed 3 and conſequently : rhe 
Guilt of Sin exceeds our boundleſs 
Fhoughts, This is the reafon of the 
Sentence 


— 
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Sentence, Curſed is every one that conti- 
wueth not in all things which are written 
in the Book of the Law, to do them. 
The Curſe threatned, includes the firſt 
and the ſecond Death, What a dif 
honour is it to the God of Glory, that 
proud Duſt. ſhould fly. ia his Face, and 
controul his Authority ? What a pro- 
vocation, that the reaſonable Crea- 
ture, that is naturally and neceſſarily 
a Subje&, ſhould deſpiſe the Divine 
Law and Lawgiver ? Though car- 
nal Minds elevate the Guilt of Sin, 
yet weighed in the Scales of the San 
Fuary, "tis found ſo heavy, that no 
Puniſhmeat inflicted on Sinners, ex- 
ceeds, either in the degrees or dura- 
tion, the deſert of Sin. 

God's Juſtice is not. ſatisfied ja des 
priving them of Heaven, but infligs 
the moſt heavy Puniſhment upon: 
Senſe and Conſcience in the Damned : 
For as the Soul and: Body in their 
State of Union in this Life were both 
guilty, the one as the Guide, the other 
as the Inſtrumeat of Sin; ſo 'ris equal, 
when reunited, they ſhould feel the 

Effefts of it. Sinners ſhall then 
tormented wherein they were moſt 
delighted ; they ſhalt be inveſted with 
M m thoſe 
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thoſe Objeas, that will cauſt the moſt 
dolorous perceptions \4in their ſfenfitive 
Faculties. ' The Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, 
are words of a terrible fgnification. 
But no. words can fully expreſs the ter- 
rible Ingredients of their- Miſery : 
The Puniſhment will be in proportion 
to the Glory of God's Majeſty that is 
provoked, and the extent of his-Power; 
And as the Soul:was the principal, and 
the Body but an Acceſlary in the 
Works ot Sin; fo its capacious- Facul- 
ties ſhall be far more tormented than 
the limited Faculties of the outward 
Senſes. The fiery Attributes of God 
ſhall be tranſmwrted through the Glaſs 
of Conſcience, -and concenter'd upon 
damned Spirits : The Fire withour is 
not ſo tormenting as the Fire within 
them. How will the tormenting Paſ- 
ſions be inflam'd'? What Rancour, Re- 
luQance, and Rage, againſt the juſt 
Power that {ſentenc'd- them to Hell ? 
What impatience- and indignation- a- 
gainſt themſelves for their wilful Sins, 
the juſt cauſe of it? How: will they 
curſe their Creation, and- with -their 
utter extintion,'-as the final Remedy 
'of their-Miſcry-? | But all-their ardent 
T1 2% Wiſhes 
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Wiſhes att in vain; for the Guilt of 
Sin will never beexpiated, nor God {6 
far. teconciPd as to apnibilare them: 
As long as there is Juftice in_ Heaven, 
or ' Fire it Hell, as lohg as Gott and 
Eternity thal continue; they muſt faf- 
fet thoſe "Torments, which the Rtreagrh 
and patience” of an Atigel cannot bear 
one hour. ps 
T ſhalt! now draw ſome praftical In- 
MO and conclade this Sub- 
jeQ. 


t. Frotti the Revtlation in Scriptute 
of the dreadful Puniſhmear prepared 
for unreformed Sinners 'm the next 
State, we may anderftand rhe tender 
Mercies of God to Mer; how wil- 
ling he is they ſhould” be faved, who 
are 16 Wilfal'ro be dartitied; Hell is te4 
preſented to'them by oe moſt violent 
Figures, tb terrify their Imaginations, 
and ſtrongly affect their Minds, that 
they may flee from the Wrath to come: 
God counſels, . commands, intreats, 
urges Sinnets to be wiſe, to foreſee and 
prevent the Evil that every Hour is 
approaching tothem :. and'with Com- 
paſſion 2hd Thdignarion fatnears rheit 
Ee Mm 2 Mt- 


Miſery, and reproackes their Folly in 
bringing it upon themſelves. The 
Divine Mercy 1s as eminently and ap- 
parently declar'd to Men in the preſent 
jon» State, in threatning Hell to ex- 
Cite their Fear, as in promiſing Hea- 
ven to, allure their Hopes. For if. car- 
pal indulgent Sinners are not rouſed b 
a quick apprehenſion of Hell, they will 
ſecurely enjoy their pernicious Plea- 
ſures, and deſpiſe the bleſſed Reward, 
and Heaven would be as empty of bu- 
mane Souls as tis full of Glory. 

(1.) Becauſe they are more capable 
to conceive of the Torments of Hell, 
than the Joys of Heaven. Storms and 
Darknefs are more eaſily drawn by a 
Pencil, than a clear calm Day. Fire 
mix'd with Brimſtone, is very painful 
to Senſe ; and the Fancy ſtrongly re- 
preſents its Vehemence 1n tormenting 
the Body : And what Miſery the un- 
ceſſant remorſe of the guilty Conſci- 
cnce will cauſe in the Damned here- 
after, is in part underſtood by the fe- 
cret Accuſations and T'winges of Con- 
ſcience in felf-condemning Sinners 
here. But they are abſolutely ftran- 
gers to the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
the Delights of the Soul in __— 
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with God, ' and to Peace of Conſcience 
in his favour. They cannot without 
experience, know how good the Lord is, 
no more than ſee a taſte. To diſcourſe 
to them of ſpiritual Pleaſures that flow 
from the Divine Preſence, of the Hap- 
pineſs of the Saints that are before the 
Throne of God, and ſerve him in his 
Temple, is to ſpeak with the Tongue 
of an Angel ** unintelligible things. * $i frigido 
Their. Minds and Language are con- — 
fin'd to ſenſible things. The ratural Ads. 
Man receives not the things of the Spi- 
rit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to 
bim; neither can he kuow them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcern'd. ' There 
map be in the carnal Mind a conception 
of Heaven as a Santuary wherein 
they may be ſecured from the Wrath. 
of God, and ſome {ſmothering confuſed 
thoughts of its Felicity, as the Idea of 
Light and Colours in one blind from his 
Birth ; but only the pure in Heart can' 
ſee God, as in the pertett Viſion of Glo- 
ry hereafter, fo in the imperfeQ re- 
ion of it here, 

( 2.) Carnal Men are more dif- 
poled to be wrought upon, by re- 
preſenting the Torments of Hell, 
than the Joys of Heaven. For we can- 

Mm 3 not 
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Identidem di- 
Rirans, qua- 
lis artifex pe- 
rco! 


Set, 


notlove byt what is known, nor en- 
joy but what. is loved. . And: as the 
purification, of .the Heart from: vici- 
ous AteCtions, .is an excellent- means 
to clear the, Mind.; ſo the. illuftration:af 
the Mind. is very influential::zo warm 
the Heart. ...,”The true: eanteption of 
Heaven in .its.amiablg. .Excellencies 
would powerfujly and ſweetly ravifh 
the Aﬀections;; ang of this- prepared 
Souls  are- - oply- capable. - But .thoſe 
whoare ſenſual are without reliſh of 
ſpiritual Happineſs,. and are. allur'd or 
terrified only. with what is pleaſant ar 
painful to. Fleſh, " | 
*Tis recorded as the: unparallel'd 
Folly. of Neto, that when was 
ready to cut hisown Throat, to avoid 
the Fury of the multitude, he broke 
forth into great Expreſſions of Sorrow, 
what an. excellent Artiſt he died. 
*T was not-the:lols of the Roman Em- 
pire that ſo much troybled- him, as 
that ſo much skill in- Mubek died with 
him. He-valued himſelf more as a 
Fidler, than an Emperor, ' Thus car- 
nal Men with: a folly infinitely more 
prodigious,, when Death is: near, / are 
not {0 much afﬀfetted with; the loſs of 
the Crown of Glory, and the _ 
om 
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dom of Heaven, as with their preſent 
leaving this World and its / Vanities. 
This makes Death intolerably- bitrer, 
Till-theELove of God purifies the Heart, 
the fruition of: his Preſence is not” e- 
ſteemed or defir'd. - A Seraphim ſent 
from the” preſence of ' God with a 
flaming Conlfrom the Altar, toucht 
the Lips of the Holy Prophet, and his 
Heart was preſently melted into a com- 
pliance with the Divine Will, Bur'4f 
s-rebel Anpet, that burns with ano+ 
ther fire thin'of Divine Love, were 
difpatch'd from'Hell with a Coal from 
that Altar, where ſo many Vittims 
are offer'd to -Divine Juſtice as there 
are damned Souls, and touch'd obdus 
rate Sinners, that they might have a 
lively ſenſe what it is to burn for ever, 
it were the moſt congrous and effeu- 
al means to' reclaim them ; like ſtub- 
born Metals, -they are ny made pli- 
ant by the Fire. From what has been 
faid, - we- may obſerve the heavenly 
Harmony between Mercy and Juſtice __ 
in God : he is the Father of Mercy, — 
*ris his natural _—_— his-prima< 
Inclination to the Creature, and 
hi threatning of Vengeance againft 
Sinners, ts a gracious -delign ' to con- 
C- M m 4 ſtrain 
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ſtrain them-with humility, and repent-+ 
ing AﬀeQions to ſeek: his, Favour, 

iefly, his ſeverity and flaming-dif 
pleaſure never —_— Sinners,- but to 
revenge the abuſe of his negle&ted Be- 
nignity and Clemency. 

2. This ſhews the woful depravati 
on of the Minds and Wills of Men, 
that chuſe Sin, when thinly. painted 
over with Pleaſure, notwithſtanding 
the moſt dreadful and: durable Tor- 
ments, the certain Conſequences of it. 
Deſperate folly ! ejther they believe, 
or do not, the eternal Tormeat of Hell, 
If they do not, how prodigious is their 
impiety ? If they do, *cis more prodi- 
gious they dare indulge theic-viciaus 
AﬀeQtions. A wicked Reliever is more 
monſtrous and. guilty than a wicked 
Infidel. 

In ſome there is Atheiſm full of Fol- 
ly, or Folly full of Atheiſm, that they 
wall not believe the prepared: Plagues 
for the wicked in the next State, bes» 
cauſe 'they have no ſenſible proof of 
them, Reaſon, affiſted by Divine Re- 
velatzon, affords ſo cleap an evidence 
pf the future State, and the Rewards 
and Pyniihments in it, that if any ſin- 
eerely apply themſelves to conſider 


chings, he will receive the moſt af- 
fecive-convition of them. ?*Tistrue, 


our Sight : partly, that, we may ho- 
nour his Veracity, : by yielding a firm 
aſſent to his Word the aQual 
accompliſhment of what is promiſed 
or threatn'd ; and partly that our Obe- 
dience-. may be. voluntary and uncon- 
ſtrain'd, that his Goodneſs may take its 
riſe to reward us. But theſe preſump- 
tuous Inkdels live as if they had 

Spirit, nothing of underſtanding in 
them : they are wholly under the Do- 
minion of 4enſe, as if they were free 
and lawleſs, independant and unac- 
countable: as if the moſt high Go- 
vernour of the World were an in- 
feriour Being, without Power and 
Juſtice to vindicate the Honour of 
his deſpiſed Deity. They do not 
fear Hell, but are afraid they ſhould 
be fearful of it. This is ſuch a piece 
of folly, (but infinitely more woful) 
as: that of the Weſft-Indians, who at 
their firſt invaſion by the Spaniards, 
were {o terrified by their glitter 

Swords, that they calndnly. tad, _ 
yery conliderately reſolved to 0p 
themes 
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themſelves in the” Day," and afſauls 
cheir *Rnemies in the Night. They 
were'fearfal to fee their Danger, - and 
raſh to &ncounter it, and fighting-in 
the ditk; 'were' kilPd in the davyk: 
The threatnings of eternal Death are 
the brandiſhing of God's glittering 
Sword before he ſtrikes; ard ſenſu 
Infidels "are afraid! leſt: the'' belief of 
thoſe terrible Frurths ſhould pierce in- 
to their Breaſts; therefore are utterly 
averſe from duc conſidering their Dans 
ger, and will not foreſee what they 

all-certainly ſafer, Tis in vain" to 
offer -Argitments to” convince them ; 
for they are as deaf as Adders to: "the 

wiſeſt 'TiſtruQtions, rill Senſe-extort 
an Acknowledfment from them. ' They 
have'hardned their Hearts and Faces 
againft all Reproofs, ' and by an "= 
contempt of oagy—oet raw </o 
paſt reclaiming. Fhey're now fearleſs 
of that Judgment, the thoughts where- 
of -niake the Devik tremble-: but'rhe 
time” will ſhortly'-come, . when | the 
Word” of the: righteous God, which 
now they deſpiſe, ſhalt: irreſiſtibly and 
immediately, like Lightning ſhor from 
Heaven, .deſtroy ither,  There- are 
' many' degrees of Sin, many -fteps'-in 
the 
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the: defcent to- Hell, but the loweft 
and'neareſt the Gate of that infernal 
Priſon, is the ſcornful derifion of 
God's: dreadful Preparations for the 
wicked. | | 

Others in the Chriſtian Church, 
who: profeſs. and - preſume they - are 
true''Believers, yet by living indul- 
gently in theiy pleaſant or | profita- 
ble Sins, diſcover their Faith is -coun- 
terfejr; - or ſuch-a ſuperficial aflent to 
the: 'Fruth of God's Word that - is 
without- efficacy, and will not avail 
them--at the laſt. Unfeigned';Faith 
of 'the Divine Threatnings, produees 
ſuch a fear as- would make Men cir- 
cumfpeCt over their Hearts and Ways. 
The fear of a preſent UJeſtrutive E- 
vil.controuls the- moſt eager Appetites. 
*Fis recorded, that when the Army 
of I/rasl was in-purſuit of -the Phi- 
liſtines,” Saul, to compleat his Vitory, 
forbad, upon pain of Death, that a- 
ny ſhould taſte Food till the Sun was 
down, In the-chace of their Ene- 
mies- they paſs through a Wood 
dropping with Honey ; yet - not- 
withſtanding their Hunger and Faiat- 
nels, - and the eaſy proviſions before 
thera, no Man fo much as taſted it : 


for 
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for the People feared the King's Oath. 
And did Men truly believe: and: fear 
the Law of God, | threatning - Hell 
for Sin, would they; dare to commit 
it, though invited by pleaſant Temp- 
trations? Nay, not only a - ſtrong 
Fear, - but the mere fufpicion-1 of 
great Danger, will reſtrain thei'moſt 
vehement deſires of Nature. What 
Perſon, , though inflam'd with -thirſt, 
would drink a Glaſs of cool Ljquor, 
if he ſuſpe&ted that: deadly Poiſon: 
were mix'd with it? And - if-- Men 
were [per{waded that Sin is attended 
with: eternal Death, would they drink 
in Iniquity like Water ? The Devils 
themſelves are not able to conquer 
the fear of Judgment to come, they 
believe agd tremble : Therefore when 
it is; got aftive upon: the Conſcience, 
it is either becauſe Men do not\'be- 
lieve, it, or they fancy, that retain- 
iog their beloved Luſts, they may 
obtain..an caly Abſolution, and eſcape 
the, Damnation of Hell, which the 
Eternal Judg has declar'd - ſhall. be 
the puniſhment of all that will not cut 
off the right Hand, and pluck out the 
right Eye, ſeparate their deareſt Cor- 
ruptions from them. Aſtoniſhing _ 

VCTIC» 


—_ CTC 


— 


_—_— 


Of H EL 1. 


$544 


verſeneſs ! How many will not diſcern 
nor cenſure that Folly in themſelves, 
which'they will condemn in others for 
extream Madneſs? If one riotoully 
laviſhes away his Eſtate, and for the 
ſhort Pleaſure of a few Years, be 
reduc'd with the Prodigal to extream 
Poverty, and to loathſlom Impriſon- 
ment all his Life after, would he not 
be efteem'd to have been beſides him- 
ſelf? Yet this is a very tolerable 
Caſe, in compariſon of expoſing the 
Soul 'to Eternal Vengeance, for the 
Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a 
Seaſon. 

3. Let us ſtedfaſtly believe, and 
frequently conſider, that Eternal Death 
is the Wages of Sin, that we may 
renounce it with the deepeſt Ab- 
horrence, and forfake it for ever, 
We are aſſured, from the Wiſdom 
and Compaſhon of our Saviour, that 
'tis a powerful Means to mortify 
the Inclination to fin, and to induce 
us to prevent and reſiſt all Te 
rations. The ſubtile Tempter can- 


not preſent any Motives, that to a 
recited Mind will make Sia eligi- 
and 
of 
tha 


ble. Let the Scales be even, 
Put... into. one, all the Delights 


— 


the: Senſes, all the, Pleaſures ahd Ho- 
nours '6f the World, that” are the 
Ekments of Carnal Felicity, how 
gh are they againft the Hedvenſy 
Glory ? Will "the Gain of the World 
compenſate the Loſs of the Soul and 
Salvation for ever ? If there were 
any poffible compariſon between de- 
Iuding tranſient Vanities, and the 
Happinefs that is ſubRantial and” fa- 
tisfymg for ever, the Choice would 
be 'more difficult, 'and the Miſtake 
teſs culpable, but they vaniſh into no- 
thing 1n the Compariſon. Accord- 
ing to the Judgment of Senſe, [would 
any one” Chuſe the enjoyment of the 
moſt eXquiſire Pleaſures for a Year, and 
afrerwards be content to burn in 2 
Furnace for a Day ; much lefs to en- 
joy. rhemfor a Day, and to burn for a 
Year? '' What ftupid Brates are they, 
who for momentany Delights, incur 
rhe/fiery rm peg; of God for ever ? 
Fry but the Finger with the Flame of 
a Candle, you will ſoon diſcover” your 
wedknefs. Will theremembrance of ſen- 
fuat Delights allay/ the Torments of the 
Damned? When Catgal Luſts are moſt 
inflamed, and , Objeas are preſent, 
Pain ' will  extingvilh” alt the = 
Wes re 
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ſure 'of the Senſes: And # aQtual 
Enjoyinent  cangot | afford - Delight 
when the Body is- under- 2 (Diſeaſe, 


will' the Refleftions- upon paſt” Plea- 
ſures/-in che 'F ©&y :and- Memory, 
refreſh rhe Damned in their- extream 


Torrents? No} the 'remettibrance 
wilt- infinitely incredfe” their Anguiſh, 
that 'for ſuch! ſeeining -and' 5 ſhore 
Pleaſures, they 'broughe' upory - them 
felves Miſery thtoferable ,' 'withour 
Eafe or End, '--O- that! Men: would 
ftrip Sin of its diſguiſes, ' and 'waſh: off 
its flattering Colors; ' and tosk- into 
its odious Nature, and to the confe- 
quengil Evils of it-ir# the next:Wortd! 
that they woultt econfider they- hang 
by fender Strings, (alittle Broaththae 
expires 'every Minute-) over the bot- 
tomlefs Pit, -and that: withih -a lirtle 
white nothing will reivizin of 'the Plea- 
fures of Sin, bat 'the undyins Worm, 
and 'the ever-liveng Flames ! . This 
would' be-a means to raiſe”and/ pre- 
ſerve in them an invincible Reſohuti- 
on-and -ReluQtancy againſt all rempta- 
tro1$ to (in and provoke God. But hov 
hardly are Men induced eScexercith 
their - Minds on-this' terrible- Objett. 
They4bink leaſt-of Hell, who-tkzwve 
moſt reaſon to conſider it. To 
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To this I muſt add, that the - meer 
fear of Hell, and the "judicial imprel. 
ſion upon Conkcience fromit,is not ſuffi 
=y convert Men $0 God. CR 
ervile AﬀeCtion, OO OPs may ſtopa 


tion, and 
. a Luſt into-the aro AQ, yon 
not regew the Nature, and 
Holy; and Heavenly. There may _ A 
Fr = mg of Sin, with a dire& 
A to it. Beſides, that Religi- 
on that is the meer Effet of Fear, will 
be according to the Nature of its Prin 
cipls, with reliftance and trouble, wa- 
and inconſtant : for tormenting 
Fear s repugnant to the humane Na- 
will be expelled if 
In ſborr, the fear of Hell may 
a natural AﬀeQtion, that recoils Fac 
what js painful to Senſe. Therefore 
Nifi _— 'tis the great Deſign of the Goſpel by 
— px the fear of Sf Hell, as a powerful Prepa- 
non pervenice rative, to make way for the Love: of 
—_—— , God,who offers Pardon and Indempaity 
© to. all returning Sinners, and for the 
Hope of Heaven the bleſſed Reward 
promiſe to them, No Offers of Mer- 
he vail to make Sinners to yield 
ſelves, till they are ſtorm'd by the 
Terrors of the Lord, But whea- = 
c 
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fear of Hell has made a Breach, Divine 
Grace enters and takes poſſeflion. As 
the Virtue bf the Loadſtone, when en- 
compaſ'd and arm'd with Iron, is in- 
creag'd,and draws a far greater weight 
than when *$is naked and fjngle 3: thus 
the Attradtives of Heaven are more 
powerful to move the Hearts of Men, 
when enforced: from the Terrors of 
Helt. "Now the Love of God, and the 
Hope of Heaven, are fpirtcual Afe(ti- 
ons ; . and: the Obedience that flows 
pom Kone may yue eden 
con O a eV ; 

- From the confideration of the Pu» 
niſhmenrt determin*d for Sin, we may under« 
ftand how dear our Engagements are to the 
Lord Chriſt, The ReQtor and Judg of 
the World would not releaſe the Guilry 
without. a Ranſom, nor the Surety withour 
SatisfaCtion ; and ues err wil- 
kngly and -compallionately- gave his precious 
Blood the Price of our Redemption, He ob- 
r2in'd the Spirit of Holineſs, troilhuminate our 
Minds, te incline our Wilts, to fanftify our 
Aﬀetions ,- without whoſe 'Omnipotent 
Grace, neither the Hopes or Fears. of things 
Spiritual and Furore, woutd ever have clean» 
ſee and chanped'our Hearty and Lives. We 
are naterally as ſcoſeleſs as the Dead, as! ts 
what concerns our everlaſting-Peave, blind 
and brutiſh, and N_ fear ; ſhould plunge 
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apr ſaves into Deſtruction, if the Spirit of 
Power, and of a found Ming, did not quicken 
us ang direCt us in the way to everlaſting 
Life. - O that we might feel our dear Oblt 
gatone to him who has delivered as from the 
rath to come, and purchaſt for us a Feli 
, and without end ! [ would not 
and diſparage one Divine Work, to ad- 
yance 'and extol another , bpt 'tis 3 Truth 
that ſhines with jts own n Light,” and is de- 
clar'd hy our Saviqur, that our 
from Hell ca Heaven, is a more excellent Be- 
OT Cay ny in as much as our 
is better than our Being ; and 
qo is infinitely worſe than w_ 
not hr Our Saviour ſpeaks of Fades, ic 
bad been better for him if be had never 
born. How engaging, is the Love of Chriſt, 
who rais'd us from the Bottomof Hell to the 
Boſom of God, the Seat of Happineſs ! If 
his Perfe&tions were not moſt and 
attraftive, yet that: he died for us, ſhould 
make him the: Objet of our moſt ardent 
Aﬀettions. To thoſe who believe be iz precions ; 
to thoſe who have felt their undane Conditi- 
on, and tbat by his Merits and Mediation, 
are reſtord to the Favour of God, that are 
freed from 'tormentiog Feats, and revived 
— be is and LF 
e eternally precious. z 
and Honour, and Glory, and Power, beto r- 
that 'fitrerh per the brone, and to the Land 
for ever and ever. by 
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| Books writ by William Bates, D. D. 
and ſald by B. Aylmer. 


= Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
-& in the Contrivance and Ac 

of Man's Redemption by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : Or Diſcourſes, wherein is ſhewed, 
how the Wiſdom, Mercy, Juſtice, Holi- 
neſs, Power, and Truth of God are glori- 
fied jn that great and bleſſed Work. In 


Oftavo. 
Conſiderations of the Exiſtence of God, 
and of the Immortality of the Soul, with 
the pences of the Future State: To 
which is now added, The Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Religion, proved by the Evidence 
of 'Reaſdn, and Divine Revelation : for the + 
Cure' of Infidelity-the Heftick Evil of the 
Times. In OZavo. | 
The Soveraign and Final Happineſs of 
Man, with the effeftual Means to obtain it. 
Alſo the Joys of Heayen, and Torments of 
Hell are diſcourſed of. In Oftave. 
" Seyeral Sermons upon Death, and Eternal 


re In Oftavo. 
'he Four Laſt Things, Death and Judg- 
ment, Heaven and Hell, practically cond. 
dered 'and applied, in ſeveral Diſcourſes. 
bh Often. | | 
The Danger of Proſperity diſcoyered, \in 
ſeveral Sermons upon Prov. 1, 17. In Ott ewe. 


The 


Adm 


The great Duty of Reſignation in Times 
of Afﬀittion, Ge. In Ofteve. ' 

A Funeral Sermon preached upon the 
Death of the Reverend and Excellent Di- 
vine, Dr. Thomas Manton, who deceaſed 
Oftober 18, 1677. To which is now added; 
the laſt ppblick Sermon Dr. Aron preached. 
tn it ave. 

The Sure Trial of Uprightnefs, opened 
in ſeveral Sermons upon Pfel. 18.” v, 23. bn 


A Deſerip tian of the Bleſſed Plaeg ayd. 
State of the Saints aboye, in a Diſcourſe an 


ow 2. Preached at the Funeral of 


Clarkſon. 
The Way to the higheſt Honour, on 
12. 26. ' Preached! att the Fugcrak of 


. Faoomb, 
+ - The: fpeedy Coming. of Cheiſt-to Jadg- 
ment, an Rew. 22, 12- Preached at the Func» 
ral of Mr. Beny. Aſburſt. 
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N Ew pinch, The H by Bible containing the 

eſtament and rhe A, With Amnotarjong 
and Parallel Scriprures. To which is annexed, The Hare 
mony of the Goſpels : As alfo, The ReduQton of! the 


Standards. Apd 4 Table of the Promiſes in. Scrigtura, 
By Samuel Clark Miniſter of the Goſpel. Printed in 
Folio.of a very fair Letter ; the like never before in one 
Volune,. for Brabaton Ayimver in Corniadt, 
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